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Whereas, by 2060, Latinas will represent V5
of the female population of the United
States: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) celebrates and honors the successes of
Latinas and the contributions they have
made and continue to make to the United
States; and

(2) recognizes the changes that are still to
be made to ensure that Latinas can realize
their full potential as equal members of soci-
ety.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 112—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE THAT THE UNITED
STATES CONDEMNS ALL FORMS
OF VIOLENCE AGAINST CHIL-
DREN GLOBALLY AND RECOG-
NIZES THE HARMFUL IMPACTS
OF VIOLENCE AGAINST CHIL-
DREN

Mr. BOOZMAN (for himself, Mr.
CARDIN, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr.
INHOFE, Mr. COONS, Ms. COLLINS, Mr.
DURBIN, Mr. SULLIVAN, and Mrs. SHA-
HEEN) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:

S. REs. 112

Whereas violence against children can take
many forms, including sexual violence, phys-
ical violence, emotional violence, abuse, ne-
glect, and exploitation;

Whereas, each year, more than 1,000,000,000
children worldwide are exposed to violence;

Whereas, each year, the global economic
impact of physical, psychological, and sexual
violence against children is estimated to be
as high as $7,000,000,000,000, which is 8 per-
cent of global gross domestic product (re-
ferred to in this preamble as ‘‘global GDP”’);

Whereas, around the world, an estimated 1
in 3 adolescent girls between 15 and 19 years
of age, or 84,000,000 girls, have been victims
of emotional, physical, or sexual violence,
which is often perpetrated by individuals the
girls know;

Whereas 1 in 5 girls in the developing world
is said to be married before reaching 18 years
of age and, of those girls, an estimated 1 in
9 is said to be married before reaching 15
years of age;

Whereas, according to the United Nations
Children’s Fund (commonly known as
“UNICEF”), if current child marriage rates
continue, 120,000,000 girls, an average of
12,000,000 girls a year, will be married before
their 18th birthday over the next decade;

Whereas 246,000,000 boys and girls experi-
ence school-related gender-based violence
each year;

Whereas children with disabilities report-
edly are 3 to 4 times more likely to experi-
ence physical or sexual violence;

Whereas tens of millions of children living
outside of family care, including those living
on the streets, working away from home, and
in residential care, are particularly vulner-
able to violence and abuse;

Whereas an estimated 152,000,000 children
are involved in child labor and 4,300,000 chil-
dren are subject to forced labor, including in
situations of trafficking;

Whereas nearly half of the 68,500,000 indi-
viduals who are currently displaced by con-
flict and war around the world are children
and displacement exposes those children to
increased risk of exploitation, violence, and
abuse;

Whereas, according to the United Nations,
from 2016 to 2017, verified cases of child re-
cruitment, including forcible recruitment,
and participation in armed conflict—
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(1) quadrupled in the Central African Re-
public;

(2) doubled in the Democratic Republic of
the Congo; and

(3) persisted at alarming levels in Somalia,
South Sudan, the Syrian Arab Republic, and
Yemen;

Whereas more than 10,000 children were
killed or maimed in 2017 in armed conflict;

Whereas the risks of online abuse and ex-
ploitation of children is constantly growing,
with the National Center for Missing and Ex-
ploited Children reviewing cases involving
25,000,000 child sexual abuse images in 2015,
up from 450,000 in 2004;

Whereas unaddressed exposure to violence
disrupts the development of critical brain ar-
chitecture and other organ structures, leav-
ing children at lifelong risk of disease and
reduced potential;

Whereas studies show toxic stress relating
to exposure to violent or dangerous environ-
ments becomes damaging to learning, behav-
ior, and health across a lifespan;

Whereas violence against children can lead
to negative health consequences, including
injury, noncommunicable and communicable
diseases, and poor maternal and child health
outcomes;

Whereas all forms of violence in childhood
have a significant negative impact on edu-
cational outcomes, including school attend-
ance and drop-out rates, and can further
limit access to the physical, mental health,
psychosocial and cognitive protections that
safe educational settings provide;

Whereas decades of behavioral and social
science research have demonstrated that
building adaptive capacities, known as resil-
ience, through stable and committed rela-
tionships with a supportive caregiver or
other adult can lessen the harmful develop-
mental effects of violence in children and
youth;

Whereas, according to the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and Development,
the United States invests 0.5 percent of offi-
cial development assistance in programs
that are designed to prevent and address vio-
lence against children and youth;

Whereas the United States, in coordination
with public-private partnerships and other
organizations, has endorsed the technical
package called “INSPIRE: Seven Strategies
for Ending Violence against Children” (re-
ferred to in this preamble as ‘“‘INSPIRE”)
put forth by the World Health Organization,
with substantial technical input from the
United States Government, including from
the Centers for Disease Control and United
State Agency for International Develop-
ment;

Whereas INSPIRE contains 7 evidence-
based strategies to end violence against chil-
dren that include—

(1) implementing and enforcing relevant
laws;

(2) addressing harmful gender and other so-
cial norms;

(3) creating and sustaining safe commu-
nities;

(4) supporting parents and caregivers;

(5) improving household economic security
to reduce violence in the home;

(6) improving access to health services, so-
cial welfare, and criminal justice support;
and

(7) ensuring safe school environments that
provide gender-equitable education and so-
cial-emotional learning and life gskills
trainings; and

Whereas the United States Agency for
International Development, the Department
of State, the Department of Labor, the De-
partment of Homeland Security, and the De-
partment of Health and Human Services
each play a critical role in preventing and
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responding to violence against children and
youth: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that the United States—

(1) condemns all forms of violence against
children and youth globally, including phys-
ical, mental, and sexual violence, neglect,
abuse, maltreatment, and exploitation;

(2) recognizes—

(A) the harmful impact that violence
against children and youth has on the
healthy development of children; and

(B) the harmful economic impact of vio-
lence against children and youth; and

(3) should—

(A) develop and implement a comprehen-
sive and coordinated strategy built on evi-
dence-based practices, including the tech-
nical package called “INSPIRE: Seven Strat-
egies for Ending Violence against Children”’
put forth by the World Health Organization;
and

(B) adopt common metrics and indicators
to monitor progress across Federal agencies
to prevent, address, and end violence against
children and youth globally.

—————

SENATE RESOLUTION 113—DESIG-
NATING MARCH 25, 2019, AS “NA-

TIONAL CEREBRAL PALSY
AWARENESS DAY”
Mr. ISAKSON (for himself, Mr.

CASEY, and Ms. HASSAN) submitted the
following resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. REs. 113

Whereas a group of permanent disorders of
the development of movement and posture
that are attributed to nonprogressive dis-
turbances that occur in the developing brain
is referred to as ‘‘cerebral palsy’’;

Whereas cerebral palsy, the most common
motor disability in children, is caused by
damage to 1 or more specific areas of the de-
veloping brain, which usually occurs during
fetal development before, during, or after
birth;

Whereas the majority of children who have
cerebral palsy are born with cerebral palsy,
but cerebral palsy may be undetected for
months or years;

Whereas 75 percent of individuals with cer-
ebral palsy also have 1 or more develop-
mental disabilities, including epilepsy, intel-
lectual disability, autism, visual impair-
ment, or blindness;

Whereas, according to information re-
leased by the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention—

(1) the prevalence of cerebral palsy is not
changing over time; and

(2) an estimated 1 in 323 children has cere-
bral palsy;

Whereas approximately 764,000 individuals
in the United States are affected by cerebral
palsy;

Whereas, although there is no cure for cer-
ebral palsy, treatment often improves the
capabilities of a child with cerebral palsy;

Whereas scientists and researchers are
hopeful for breakthroughs in cerebral palsy
research;

Whereas researchers across the United
States conduct important research projects
involving cerebral palsy; and

Whereas the Senate can raise awareness of
cerebral palsy in the public and the medical
community: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates March 25, 2019, as ‘‘National
Cerebral Palsy Awareness Day’’; and

(2) encourages each individual in the
United States to become better informed
about and aware of cerebral palsy.
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