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will offer him the opportunity to spend more
quality time with those closest to him.

As Mr. Tierney retires from Plumbers Local
130 UA on March 31, 2019 after 30 years of
service, | ask you to join me in recognizing his
distinguished career.

———

HAPPY SESQUICENTENNIAL—CELE-
BRATING 150 YEARS OF THE
WEST POINT ASSOCIATION OF
GRADUATES

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 21, 2019

Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, | rise to in-
clude in the RECORD an article by Keith J.
Hamel honoring the 150th Anniversary of the
West Point Association of Graduates.

“On May 22, 2019, the West Point Associa-
tion of Graduates will turn 150 years old.
Think about it—one hundred and fifty years!
When ‘‘the Association,” as it used to be
known, held its first organizational meeting
in the office of Dr. Horace Webster, Class of
1818, President of the College of the City of
New York, the light bulb had yet to be in-
vented; the telephone had not been patented;
the U.S. flag had only 37 stars; and the ma-
chine gun, dynamite, and the torpedo were
less than a decade old.

The year was 1869, an important year in
the history of West Point graduates. On
March 4 of that year, Ulysses S. Grant, Class
of 1843, became the 18th President of the
United States. Grant, of course, received na-
tional acclaim for commanding the Union
Army to victory during the U.S. Civil War,
accepting the surrender of Confederate
forces from another West Point graduate,
Robert E. Lee, Class of 1829. That recent con-
flict, roughly four years over by the time a
handful of graduates met in Webster’s office
one Saturday afternoon for that first meet-
ing, is often cited as the reason the ‘‘Asso-
ciation” was formed; that is, to heal the di-
vide between West Point graduates who
fought on opposing sides of the U.S. Civil
War. While it may be romanticized, such a
theory 1is plausible. After all, bridging
chasms seemed to be the spirit of the age in
1869. On May 2 of that year the ‘‘golden
spike” of the First Transcontinental Rail-
road was driven into the ground at Prom-
ontory Summit of Utah Territory, linking
America’s East Coast with its West Coast.
Later that year, on November 17, the Suez
Canal officially opened, finally completing a
centuries-old idea to create a waterway be-
tween the Mediterranean and the Indian
Ocean.

Yet when Robert Anderson, Class of 1825,
wrote to Sylvanus Thayer, Class of 1808, on
January 28, 1869 to propose the formation of
“‘an association of the graduates of the Mili-
tary Academy,” he never mentioned the
Civil War as a raison d’étre for this endeavor
(and Anderson was the officer in charge of
Fort Sumter when it was fired upon by P. G.
T. Beauregard, Class of 1838, to start that
war!) Instead, Anderson plainly told Thayer
he wanted to form an association ‘“‘to see
what should be done to perfect and perpet-
uate this truly national Institution,” [West
Point] and, in his February 12, 1869 reply to
Anderson, Thayer agreed.

Three months later, 15 graduates gathered
in Webster’s office for the purposes of offi-
cially forming an ‘‘Association of the Grad-
uates of the U.S. Military Academy.” Nei-
ther the Civil War nor the ‘“‘perpetuation’ of
West Point was explicitly mentioned in the
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minutes from that meeting. Instead, the
graduates present, including Anderson,
passed seven resolutions, the last pertaining
to the ‘‘fundamental principle that the char-
acteristic of this Association shall be.” Ac-
cording to the ‘“‘Preliminary Meeting’”’ min-
utes, Reverend Dr. Francis Vinton, Class of
1830, Assistant Minister of Trinity Church in
New York City, introduced a resolution that
the Association be ‘‘formed purely for the
promotion of social and fraternal inter-
course.” Vinton’s resolution became Article
II of the new Association’s Constitution:
“The objects of this Association shall be to
cherish the memories of our Alma Mater,
and to promote the social intercourse and
fraternal fellowship of its graduates.”

Does this end the debate regarding the pur-
pose of the Association of Graduates’ found-
ing? Not quite. Article IV of the Associa-
tion’s original Constitution complicates
matters. It states, ‘‘Political, or any other
discussions foreign to the purposes of the As-
sociation, as set forth in this Constitution,
or any proceedings of such a tendency, are
declared inimical to the purposes of this or-
ganization, and are prohibited.” Such an ar-
ticle calls attention to itself and seems to
support the notion that the recent U.S. Civil
War and its political aftermath might im-
pede the formation of an Association of West
Point Graduates. Furthermore, Article III,
paragraph 2, states, ‘‘The oldest graduate be-
longing to the Association shall be Presi-
dent; and in his absence the senior graduate
present shall preside at the meeting of the
Association.” This made Thayer the Associa-
tion’s ‘‘official” first president. Although
Thayer never attended a meeting of the As-
sociation of Graduates (and, interestingly,
his name does not appear on the roll of mem-
bers until 1872), this passage marries
Thayer’s legacy with the creation of the As-
sociation, including his desire to form such
an organization for the benefit of West
Point. Going forward, both implicit political
matters and the promotion of West Point
routinely enter into the dialogue regarding
the Association’s early history and business.

Take the Association’s first public act
after a committee of 13 graduates, chaired by
Webster, met on June 16, 1869 and drafted the
constitution and bylaws for the new Associa-
tion. Soon after, the committee mailed the
proposed constitution and bylaws to all grad-
uates; 128 joined (of more than 1,350 living
graduates), including three former Confed-
erate officers: Richard S. Ewell, Class of 1840;
James Longstreet, Class of 1842; and Nathan-
iel R. Chambliss, Class of May 1861. In fact,
Ewell sent a letter back with his dues stat-
ing, “I cannot think that any graduate of the
Academy would, unless blinded by preju-
dices, decline to aid the work of reuniting

. a bond broken asunder by civil discord
and war.”” Conversely, Simon Bolivar
Buckner, Class of 1844, the first Confederate
general to surrender an Army to Union
forces, perhaps stinging from so-called ‘‘Rad-
ical Republicans’ attempts to strip ex-rebels
of their right to vote and hold office in the
First Reconstruction Act (1867), wrote back
to the committee saying, ‘‘Fraternal fellow-
ship can exist only in the light of an ac-
knowledged equality, [which] is denounced
by the legislation of the central government
which extends its fostering care to our class
of graduates of our Alma Mater and at the
same time prescribes the other . .. an ac-
knowledgement of the inequality which ren-
ders agreeable social intercourse impos-
sible.” Buckner’s sentiment becomes an im-
portant theme taken up by committee mem-
ber Charles Davies, Class of 1815, in his ad-
dress to graduates at the Association’s first
reunion on June 17, 1870.

Forty-three graduates sat in the pews of
the West Point Chapel (now known as the
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Old Cadet Chapel) to hear Davies’ address.
Although no Southern graduates attended
that first open meeting (more likely due to
the prohibitive cost of travel than to ideo-
logical allegiances), Davies used poetic lan-
guage in his speech to delicately and dip-
lomatically address the issue raised by
Buckner, that is the seeming rift between
graduates who fought on opposite sides of
the U.S. Civil War. “We come together as the
scattered members of a household after a
long separation—some full of years, some
full of honors,” said Davies, recalling the
metaphor of a ‘‘divided house’ used by Presi-
dent Abraham Lincoln in a famous 1858
speech. Why would Davies use such lan-
guage? The answer is reunification. But,
digging deeper, it is not just a reunification
of graduates from the North and the South;
it is a reunification between West Point
graduates and the United States of America.
Just one sentence prior, Davies said, ‘“‘We
come together under the old flag, dear to
every American heart, to recall and con-
template that springtime of life ... .” In
this and his future reunion addresses, Davies
continually uses a ‘‘reunification with the
country’” theme to tacitly unite graduates
from the North and from the South behind a
single purpose.

“We meet to revive cherished memories

. and to renew, together, vows of per-
petual allegiance to our country,” Davies
said in the opening to his 1870 address. As
noted by George Pappas in his book To the
Point: The United States Military Academy
1802-1902, ‘‘The defection of southern cadets
and graduates, termed treason by many an-
tagonists, was used as a stepping-stone for
criticizing West Point in general and its
graduates in particular.”” The Civil War
thrust West Point and its graduates, particu-
larly those who defected to fight for the Con-
federate cause, into the national spotlight,
and, as noted by Harry Williams in his arti-
cle “The Attack Upon West Point During the
Civil War,” ‘. .. the [Academy] faced and
weathered a series of dangerous attacks de-
signed to destroy its existence.”

Those who gathered in those early re-
unions must have been aware that West
Point stood on precarious footing in the
years immediately following the Civil War,
as well as the distrust felt for Southern grad-
uates. In his address at the Second Annual
Reunion on June 17, 1871, Davies’ concluding
words seem to be as much for the graduates
as for a public he felt may still be wary of
the future political intentions of West Point
alumni ‘““‘But above all, fellow graduates,”’
Davies said, ‘‘let us remember that the na-
tion which sustains and has spread its man-
tle over this institution, expects from every
graduate, at all times, and wheresoever he
may be, the full measure of his duty.” Then
in his last (and longest) address to grad-
uates, commemorating the centennial of the
Battle of Bunker Hill (1875), Davies made his
most overt gesture to reunification between
graduates from the North and South via re-
newed allegiance to the nation. He began by
reminding graduates of the resolution passed
at the annual meeting a year earlier to in-
vite graduates from ‘‘all sections of the
country’ to the 1875 reunion. Seven of the
Association’s 12 former Confederate officer
members attended this reunion, the most
ever up to that point. “[W]e have come here
today, to bury within the circuit of these
mountains all recollections which can sepa-
rate us from each other, or from our common
country,” Davies said, ‘“. . . and to say to
all, for each, and to each for all, that from
this auspicious day, all the graduates of this
Institution will recognize each other as
friends. Henceforth, and forever, we have one
flag—one country—one destiny.”

Interestingly, before championing the pa-
triotism of West Point graduates, Davies
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lauded the accomplishments of West Point
itself through its graduates. ‘“We behold,
also, a great Institution,” he said in his 1875
address, ‘‘. . . scattering science and knowl-
edge over the nation,” which seems to pay
homage to Thayer and Anderson’s original
aim for the Association, ‘‘to see what should
be done to perfect and perpetuate this truly
national Institution.” Davies died in 1876,
and, according to David Pinder ’86, in his
paper ‘“The Association of Graduates of the
U.S. Military Academy, 1869-1902: The Heal-
ing Years,” the leadership of the AOG passed
to George Cullum, Class of 1833. One of the
original 15 members of the Association,
Cullum became a member of AOG’s Execu-
tive Committee in 1871 and chaired this com-
mittee until his death in 1892. A year before
those 15 grads met in Webster’s office to
form the Association, Cullum published the
first edition of his three-volume Biographi-
cal Register of the Officers of the United
States Military Academy, which he de-
scribed in its preface as a record of West
Point graduates’ service to the nation so as
to give ‘“‘world-renown to their Alma Mater.”
In the preface to his third edition of the Reg-
ister, published in 1891, Cullum’s intent be-
came more explicit. There he wrote that he
hoped ‘‘this last legacy to Alma Mater and
her numerous sons may further prove the
usefulness of that noble national institu-
tion,” nearly echoing Thayer and Anderson’s
original aim for the Association. While re-
unification seemed to be Davies’ primary
ambition, championing the accomplishments
of graduates for the glory of West Point was
clearly the achievement for which Cullum
was known. In fact, at that first meeting in
1870, the first order of business after approv-
ing the constitution and by-laws was adopt-
ing a resolution that gave thanks to Cullum
“for his truthful and admirable annals of the
Military Academy and its Graduates.”’

Cullum demonstrated his philosophy for
West Point and its graduates in the biog-
raphies he wrote for ‘“Necrology,” that sec-
tion of the Association’s published annual
report identifying the graduates who had
died since the last meeting. In the 1871 An-
nual Reunion, the first to acknowledge the
author of each graduate’s biography, Cullum
is cited as having written five of them, the
first being for Ethan Allen Hitchcock, Class
of 1817. And while other authors devoted
paragraphs to the deceased, Cullum wrote
pages (Hitchcock’s biography is 10 pages
long). Cullum continued writing ‘‘Necrol-
ogy”’ biographies right up until his own
death, the last one for Montgomery C. Meigs,
Class of 1836, who died January 2, 1892.
Cullum himself died February 28 of that
year, and his own ‘‘Necrology’’ biography ap-
pears just six pages after Meigs’.

Cullum had started writing an extended bi-
ography of Thayer for the 1873 Annual Re-
union, but, according to a Secretary note in
that record, Cullum’s absence in Europe pre-
vented the completion of it in time for publi-
cation. Ten years later, Cullum likely incor-
porated portions of that biography into the
momentous address he delivered at the un-
veiling of the Thayer Statue on June 11, 1883,
touting Thayer’s impact on West Point and
the nation. Consider this passage: ‘‘With
each evolving year of Colonel Thayer’s
Superintendency, class after class was grad-
uated, adding to our army 570 officers, of
whom the nation may be justly proud, for in
that galaxy are many bright particular stars
which have given lustre to our arms, illumi-
nated the paths of science, brightened halls
of learning, and adorned various vocations of
usefulness.” Cullum was perpetuating the
national institution of West Point by dem-
onstrating the perfections of its honorific fa-
ther. But this is not all that Cullum did as
the Association’s de facto leader.
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Cullum had been Chairman of the Thayer
Monument Committee, which was estab-
lished at the June 12, 1873 annual meeting,
and was instrumental in bringing Thayer’s
remains from his hometown of South Brain-
tree, Massachusetts to West Point. This ac-
complishment could be viewed as the Asso-
ciation’s first official act of external busi-
ness (a year earlier the Executive Committee
resolved to have the body of Joseph Swift,
Class of 1802, exhumed and re-interred at the
West Point Cemetery, but this ambition
never materialized). Thayer’s remains were
re-interred at West Point on November 8,
1877, but the monument intended to honor
his memory remained unfinished, as only
$1,225 of an anticipated $3,100 had been raised
from graduates. At the 10th Annual Reunion
on June 12, 1879, feeling that the plans to ob-
tain funds to build a stone memorial of
Thayer for placement on the Plain were ‘‘im-
practical,” Cullum proposed that a smaller
monument be built over Thayer’s grave.
However, in his address at that reunion,
Cullum’s classmate Francis H. Smith, Class
of 1833, the first Southern graduate to speak
before AOG members, implored graduates
not to forget the original monument plan,
saying, ‘“He was a noble specimen of West
Point character, and I trust the scheme will
not be abandoned of putting, in enduring
marble or bronze, a colossal statue of Brvt.
Brig. Gen. Sylvanus Thayer, the father of
the U.S. Military Academy.”

A year later, at the 11th Annual Reunion,
George Andrews, Class of 1851, Treasurer of
the Thayer Monument Fund, reported that
all but $160 of the funds needed for the monu-
ment remained uncollected. The project was
further delayed when the committee hired
the New England Granite Company ‘‘to exe-
cute a statue eight feet three inches high,
standing upon a well-proportioned pedestal
of eight feet, both of pure white granite,”
and the cost jumped to $4,000. To raise
money to cover the escalating cost, Cullum
reportedly addressed ‘‘personal letters to
each living graduate who has a diploma
signed by General Thayer.” In his June 10,
1882 Thayer Monument Committee report to
AOG’s Executive Committee, Cullum noted
that the statue would be ready by winter,
“in ample time to be erected before the Re-
union of this Association in June 1883 (it
was completed on June 9, 1883, which would
have been Thayer’s 98th birthday). At the
14th Annual Reunion on June 12, 1883,
Cullum furnished a final report on the
Thayer Monument to the Association, saying
the statue ‘‘is worthy of the great Super-
intendent, whose majestic port [sic] and in-
tellectual visage [it] so faithfully represents;
and it is worthy of this Association which
has preserved, amid so many difficulties, to
raise such a memorial to the ‘Father of the
Military Academy.’”’ Showing its apprecia-
tion for Cullum’s efforts to bring the Thayer
Monument to fruition, the Executive Com-
mittee unanimously passed a resolution that
thanked him for admirably performing his
duties.

A year after erecting Thayer Monument,
AOG moved on to its next order of major
business, another project that took years to
materialize and one that ultimately de-
pended greatly on Cullum. At the 15th An-
nual Reunion in 1884, John S. McCalmont,
Class of 1842, proposed that Congress should
be petitioned to make an appropriation for
the purposes of furnishing a hall for AOG use
at West Point, given that the Association
had received so many gifts of manuscripts,
portraits, books, letters, and more and had
no room to safely keep them or exhibit
them. The matter was tabled and reintro-
duced three years later at the 1887 meeting,
but members felt that the USMA Board of
Visitors would have better luck securing the
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funds from Congress for building such a hall
than their resolution. ‘‘The Association of
Graduates cannot raise the necessary
money,” Charles Braden, Class of 1869, AOG’s
Secretary at that time, flatly stated. Then,
given the lack of reference to it in meeting
notes, the Executive Committee seems to
forget about this idea for a memorial hall for
half a decade, but Cullum did not forget.
Upon his death, Cullum bequeathed $250,000
to the U.S. government for the purposes of
erecting a such a hall at West Point.

According to a March 7, 1892 New York
Times article reporting on his will, Cullum’s
gift, ‘““‘Follow[ed] an idea which he had for
some years entertained.” Part of that idea
likely involved Cullum’s 1891 proposal that
Executive Committee incorporate the Asso-
ciation under the laws of New York state.
The committee unanimously adopted
Cullum’s proposal and filed a certificate of
incorporation in November of that year. As
some have hypothesized, Cullum proposed
this idea because he had already made his es-
tate plans, and, rather than gift his consider-
able fortune to what might be characterized
as an informal fraternal club, he wanted to
leave it to an organization with legitimacy
and longevity. Furthermore, showing his
prescience, Cullum explicitly stated in his
will for the memorial hall to be built ‘‘at far-
thest within five years after my death’ (per-
haps because he witnessed no movement on
an idea that originated in 1884!). Cullum’s be-
quest was formally accepted by an act of
Congress, and the architectural firm McKim,
Mead & White was appointed in 1894 to de-
sign the building. Construction began in 1896,
with the cornerstone being ceremoniously
laid on April 15, and construction was com-
pleted on December 21, 1898. After it was fur-
nished (Cullum also left $20,000 in his will for
this purpose), the hall was dedicated on June
12, 1900, the date of the 31st Annual Reunion.
According to a July 1900 article by Charles
Larned, Class of 1870, in Junior Munsey Mag-
azine, ‘“This hall is distinctly a monument to
West Point and all that it stands for, given
by a son of the Academy to his brother alum-
ni and their well beloved mother; designed to
commemorate their deeds, to preserve their
names, and to bear witness to the enduring
work of the foremost military school of the
age.”’

Thirty-one years after its founding, the As-
sociation of the Graduates of the U.S. Mili-
tary Academy had 473 members on its rolls,
and those members now had a home at West
Point. In his will, Cullum indicated that it
was his desire that the gifted memorial hall
be used for ‘‘the Assemblage and Dinners of
the Association of Graduates of the United
States Military Academy, and, if prac-
ticable, I wish that lodging accommodations
should be provided in some part of it for the
members of that Association while attending
its annual reunions.’” Furthermore, they now
had funds. Cullum’s will also provided $10,000
for ‘‘the current and necessary expenses’’ of
the Association. This is the genesis of what
is now known as the West Point Association
of Graduates’ ‘“Long Gray Line Endow-
ment.”” While Cullum was Chairman of
AOG’s Executive Committee, AOG’s balance
sheet consistently ran between $1,000-$1,500,
but, thanks to his gift, it grew by 300 percent
in one year.

At the turn of the 20th century the Asso-
ciation, now with a home and with funds,
started to focus on growth and account-
ability. This began with two notable changes
to the Association’s Constitution and By-
laws. First, in 1897, the Executive Committee
decided that an elected graduate, rather that
the oldest graduate, would serve as the Asso-
ciation’s President, and voted accordingly to
change Article III of the Constitution. They
nominated George Greene, Class of 1823, to
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be President, and he was unanimously elect-
ed (ironically, Greene was also the oldest
graduate on the Association’s membership
roll). Then, at the 1900 Annual Reunion, the
Executive Committee voted to amend the
Bylaws so that initiation fees were reduced
from a one-time $10 payment to an initial $2
fee with an additional $1 paid each subse-
quent year for the next decade. The prorated
fee cycle spurred growth in new membership.
In 1898, only three graduates elected to pay
the prescribed $10 initiation fee; in 1902,
more than 70 paid the new $2 fee. New mem-
bership also fostered more graduate partici-
pation. In 1899, only seven members attended
the 30th annual reunion, but in 1902 report-
edly some 350 graduates returned to West
Point for the annual alumni reunion.

During the dedication of Cullum Hall,
Alexander S. Webb, Class of 1855, who was
present in Webster’s office at the original
May 22, 1869 meeting, looked back on that
historic day and gave a brief account of the
organization of the Association. No records
exist of his remarks, but it is easy to imag-
ine he would have said that the 15 graduates
who gathered to form an ‘‘Association of the
Graduates of the U.S. Military Academy’’
would be proud that, 31 years later, their
idea had figuratively and literally found a
home, that more and more graduates were
coming back to that home each year, and
that the Association was continuing to pro-
mote the social intercourse and fraternal fel-
lowship of USMA graduates.”

————

HONORING MR. BILL SMITH ON
BEING NAMED OCEAN COUNTY’S
TEACHER OF THE YEAR BY THE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION

HON. ANDY KIM

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 21, 2019

Mr. KIM. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Mr. Bill Smith, a dedicated and en-
thusiastic educator who has worked as a pub-
lic school teacher for the past 11 years and
was recently named Ocean County’s Teacher
of the Year by the New Jersey Department of
Education for his work as a Social Studies
teacher at Southern Regional Middle School.

Mr. Smith is a leader and a mentor in a
classroom that values teacher-student collabo-
ration, critical thinking, and character develop-
ment. A product of the New Jersey public
school system himself, his enthusiasm as an
educator stems from a lifelong love of history
and teaching. In his own words, Mr. Smith
tries to make history come to life in his class-
room in order to foster the same passion in
his pupils. This, combined with his keen ability
to build an exceptionally strong rapport with
his students creates a dynamic and engaging
classroom environment that has led to a nota-
ble score increase in interdisciplinary
summative assessments among his classes.
Recognizing the importance of a holistic edu-
cation, Mr. Smith works vigorously to collabo-
rate with the other teachers at Southern Re-
gional to develop interdisciplinary educational
opportunities.

A lifelong learner, Mr. Smith continuously
explores new educational opportunities for
himself as well. Combining his love of learning
with a passion for travel, he has journeyed
from Dallas where he studied President Ken-
nedy to Scotland to study the Enlightenment.
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A testament to his educational efforts, Mr.
Smith has been published in academic, peer-
reviewed journals as well as awarded various
summer learning grants.

Perhaps the most telling testament to Mr.
Smith’s life and career, is the informal con-
versations with his students that reveal that
deep admiration for their teacher as well as a
genuine excitement for his class. Mr. Smith’s
work as an educator thus far serves as a
great example to teachers throughout the
country regarding the power of applying dy-
namic instruction and building strong, positive
relationships with students. | thank Mr. Smith
for his service to our nation’s young people
and congratulate him on his well-deserved
recognition as Ocean County Teacher of the
Year.

———

RECOGNIZING SHAUN LIVINGSTON
FOR HIS CONTRIBUTION TO THE
PEORIA COMMUNITY

HON. CHERI BUSTOS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 21, 2019

Mrs. BUSTOS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Mr. Shaun Livingston for his will-
ingness to invest in the Peoria community
where he grew up. Mr. Livingston is a 31-year-
old point guard for the National Basketball As-
sociation’s Golden State Warriors.

Mr Livingston recently made a one-million-
dollar donation to his elementary school,
Concordia Lutheran School, in Peoria, lllinois.
The veteran point guard’s generosity will be
put towards expanding the school. Specifically,
the expansion will consist of a performance
stage for band and theater, a renovated gym,
new offices and locker rooms and a storm
shelter. As a former athlete, | understand the
amount of hard work and commitment it takes
to have a career as successful as Mr Living-
ston’s. | am grateful for his passion to give
back to the community and am confident his
selfless actions will help provide young stu-
dents with the opportunity to succeed. His
leadership demonstrates to kids everywhere
that they too can follow their ambitions and
reach their goals.

Dedicated leaders like Mr. Shaun Livingston
make me especially proud to serve lllinois’
17th Congressional District. Madam Speaker, |
would like to again formally thank Mr. Shaun
Livingston on his investment in the Peoria
community, and commend him on his kind-
ness and generosity.

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF
DAVID DACKE

HON. BRIAN BABIN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 21, 2019

Mr. BABIN. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
express sincere gratitude to World War 1l vet-
eran, husband, and father, Mr. David Dacke.

David was born on September 11, 1927 in
Houston, Texas. He met the love of his life
Letha at the age of six when his parents told
him he was to walk the new little girl on the
block to school for her first day. David took
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her to class and showed her around, leading
years later to their marriage. David learned to
weld at the Parker Brother shipyard, a talent
he would use in the Navy.

At the age of eighteen, David courageously
answered the call to serve and defend his
country. While in the Navy, he served on the
USS Evans and swam in the beautiful blue
waters of the Bikini Atoll before it later was the
site of atomic bomb testing.

In 1947, David returned home from the
Navy. When he left home, Miss Letha was a
girl, but she had become a young lady by the
time he returned. The two sweethearts were
married on March 26, 1949. They had two
children, Darrell and Diana. This year David
and Letha will celebrate their 70th anniversary.

After the war, David worked as a welder
building barges in a ship yard. He also was in
the chicken business where he supplied eggs
to Houston schools and businesses. David re-
tired and moved to Livingston in 1993, where
he and Mrs. Letha still reside.

David Dacke has demonstrated his dedica-
tion to the United States of America. It is with
great admiration that | thank him for his self-
less service to our country.

———

IN HONOR OF THE 2018-2019 STATE
CLASS A PUBLIC-SCHOOL CHAM-
PIONS: THE CALHOUN COUNTY

COUGARS BOYS BASKETBALL
TEAM
HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.
OF GEORGIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, March 21, 2019

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to recognize the 2018-2019 Class
A Public-School Boys Basketball Georgia
State Champions, the Calhoun County High
School Cougars of Edison, Georgia. The team
will commemorate this significant milestone
with a celebratory parade on Friday, March
22, 2019 and a celebration of honor on Satur-
day, March 23, 2019.

On Wednesday, March 6, 2019, the Cou-
gars won the state championship game
against the Treutlen Vikings by a score of 69—
67. This historic victory marked an undefeated
season for the Cougars as well as their sec-
ond state championship. The team also placed
No. 1 in the MaxPreps Class A Basketball
rankings for Region 1 and for the state of
Georgia with a Region win-loss record of 19—
0.

Their victory in this year's state champion-
ship follows years of frustration, hard work,
and determination bursting forth into an in-
credible season of teamwork and athletic ex-
cellence. The perseverance of these Cougars
was shown this year in their exciting victory.
Moreover, the team completed this spectac-
ular season with an astonishing overall win-
loss record of 32—-0.

| cannot put into words the tremendous
pride that the citizens of Edison, and indeed
the entire Second Congressional District, have
in being able to call this outstanding team of
athletes their own. They have accomplished
an incredible feat, one that could not have
been possible without the tireless leadership
and encouragement from their head coach,
Marcus Shaw, and his staff, as well as their
families, classmates, and members of the
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