S1930

seeing to it that Puerto Rico, Georgia,
and South Carolina get help.

If you get this argument, read it. It
sounds like we agreed to something 3
weeks ago, and now, all of a sudden, we
are not agreeing to the same thing.
That is not true. We agreed last week
when we left what this vote would be
tomorrow, what the supplemental will
look like, what would be included in it,
and as I understood it and my sense of
understanding, we agreed to all the
things. Was there enough money for
Puerto Rico for what they wanted? No,
they wanted more. Would Florida like
more? Would Georgia like more? North
Carolina like more? Yes. But in fair-
ness of equity, it is fair and equitable
to those people.

I would urge you to listen to the de-
bate and what everybody tells you
what happened before you make a deci-
sion and everyone gets hurt. Instead
what you are going to do, if you fall for
this scenario, you are going to really
hurt some people who will otherwise be
helped through deliberations that have
taken over the part of the last 2 or 3
months.

Mr. President, I appreciate the time
and the time to come here. I wish I
could talk about something other than
disasters, but I can’t. A lot of people
lost their lives and farms and their fu-
ture. I want to see that we help in an
equitable fashion in those States and
those Territories that we do so.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Delaware is recognized.

THE GREEN NEW DEAL

Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, I rise to
speak this afternoon on the upcoming
vote on the majority leader’s Green
New Deal resolution, a resolution that,
ironically, he apparently does not sup-
port.

First I want to say this about the
Green New Deal: Even our Republican
friends cannot deny that this resolu-
tion has sparked a national conversa-
tion and generated a great deal of en-
thusiasm among the American people,
especially among younger Americans.

It reminds me of the time when I was
a young naval flight officer stationed
at Moffett Field Naval Air Station just
south of San Francisco, waiting to be
deployed to Southeast Asia during the
Vietnam war. I joined millions of
Americans across our country that
year and celebrated our Nation’s very
first Earth Day.

As I listen to the rising chorus of
voices calling for climate action today,
I hear the sounds of that day in Golden
Gate Park. I remember the urgency we
felt then to address the environmental
challenges facing our Nation and our
world, and I feel an even greater sense
of urgency today. That is why it is so
disappointing to me that our Repub-
lican colleagues—not all of them but a
number of them—are trying to make a
mockery of the very real concerns and
the passionate calls for action we are
hearing from people all across this
country and, indeed, all around the
world.
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This is not a time for derision. This
is not a time for division. On an issue
as serious as this one, we ought to be
serious about addressing it. However, it
has become clear that some—not all
but some—of our Republican friends
would rather have some fun and talk,
maybe, about hamburgers and cheese-
burgers and that kind of thing. Worse,
some have conflated meaningful action
on climate change with socialism.

With the death of our late colleague
John McCain, I am the last Vietnam
veteran serving in the U.S. Senate. 1
served 5 years in a hot war in South-
east Asia to oppose the expansion of
communism. Shortly after we cele-
brated that first-ever Earth Day in
1970, T was sent on the first of three de-
ployments in Southeast Asia before
eventually serving another 18 years
until the end of the Cold War as a Navy
P-3 aircraft mission commander in the
Naval Reserve and retiring as a Navy
captain after chasing Soviet sub-
marines in all of the oceans of the
world.

I am not a socialist. Like most of our
colleagues here, I am an American pa-
triot and proud to be one. I care deeply
about this planet, and I know we can
have cleaner air and water while cre-
ating jobs. Those two things are not
mutually exclusive. Our Republican
colleagues know better than that, and
they owe our country better than that.

In recent weeks, our Republican col-
leagues have thrown around a $93 tril-
lion number. That wildly overesti-
mated number primarily refers to pro-
visions in the Green New Deal that are
not directly related to climate change.

At a time when our country is look-
ing to Congress for leadership on cli-
mate action, hiding behind political
games, deception, and scare tactics is
irresponsible. It is cowardly when we
ought to be brave.

Right now a clear majority of Ameri-
cans want us, in Congress, to address
the growing climate crisis that is fac-
ing our country and our planet. We
should be having a fact-based, policy-
driven conversation about tackling
this crisis, and we should be talking
about the real costs that confront us,
including the cost of inaction.

I live in Delaware, the lowest lying
State in our country. Our State is
sinking. The oceans around us are ris-
ing. According to our Nation’s leading
scientists, climate change unchecked
means more sea level rise, costing
coastal communities up and down the
east coast—like my State—trillions of
dollars in economic damages over the
next 80 years.

In the Northeast we are experiencing
rain events in which we are measuring
rain by the foot, not the inch. Not too
far from where we stand today, Ellicott
City, MD, has experienced not one but
two 1,000-year floods. They have with-
stood not one but two 1,000-year floods
in less than 2 years.

Today, our hearts go out to our
neighbors along the Missouri River
Basin as they are suffering through
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catastrophic flooding. As of Friday, the
cost of damage to Nebraska alone had
already surpassed $1.3 billion, and the
damage to Iowa alone was estimated at
$1.6 billion. Some cities are currently
without fresh water. In Missouri, en-
tire communities have been evacuated.
In Northwestern Missouri, roughly
40,000 acres of farmland was still under-
water this past Friday.

Our Nation’s scientists tell us that
climate change unchecked means more
frequent and more intense storms,
meaning bomb cyclones. I didn’t even
know there was such a thing as bomb
cyclones, but there are. Intense
rainfalls and category 5 hurricanes are
becoming the new normal.

Last year, we witnessed the tragic
devastation caused by wildfires fueled
by drought and heat, like the Cali-
fornia wildfires. Imagine what we could
face in 2050 when, according to our Na-
tion’s scientists, wildfire seasons burn
up to six times more forest area each
year.

The extreme weather events we see
are already taking a toll on American
lives, on American livelihoods, and our
Nation’s budget. According to NOAA,
in 2017 alone, extreme weather cost
Americans $300 billion in economic
damages—a new record. That same
year, the Federal Government spent
$120 billion in Federal disaster spend-
ing for just four extreme weather
events—just four.

BEarlier this month, the nonpartisan
Government Accountability Office re-
leased its biennial high-risk list and
once again identified climate change as
a significant fiscal risk to the Federal
Government and, I might add, to tax-
payers.

According to GAO, since 2005, Federal
funding for disaster assistance has
reached $430 billion—nearly one-half
trillion dollars—and those costs will
continue to rise. GAO says: ‘“‘Disaster
costs are projected to increase as ex-
treme weather events become more fre-
quent and intense due to climate
change.”

NOAA and NASA tell us these num-
bers will be a drop in the bucket com-
pared to our new climate future if we
do not act on climate change. If we do
not change course, just about every
major economic sector in the United
States will be negatively affected by
climate change by the turn of this cen-
tury. Some sectors could see hundreds
of billions of dollars of losses every
year.

Add it all up, and climate change
could slash up to 10 percent of our
gross domestic product, GDP, by 2100. I
like to say, compared to what? Well,
for context, that would be more than
double the losses incurred during the
great recession of the last decade. How-
ever, all of these costs are woefully un-
derestimated. How can we put a
pricetag on the toll of this destruction?
What is the cost of our fourth-genera-
tion farm family who loses their land
and their livestock? What is the cost of
a bridge inundated by water, sepa-
rating a community from a hospital or
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other emergency services? What is the
cost of the family who loses a child to
an asthma attack on a high particulate
matter day?

The circumstances I have laid out are
dire because that is the crisis we face,
and we cannot evade it into oblivion.
This poster says it all: ‘““No matter
where we live, we can’t ignore the re-
ality of climate change or its effects.”
We have to accept and address this cri-
sis.

As Albert Einstein once said, in ad-
versity lies opportunity. The oppor-
tunity before us is even greater. More
than 3 million people have gone to
work in the clean energy sector in the
United States in recent years, and
those jobs are in renewable energy gen-
eration, energy efficiency, smart grid
and storage, cleaner fuels, and lower
emission vehicles.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent for 2 more minutes to complete
my remarks.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. CARPER. Nearly 500,000 of these
clean energy jobs are in the solar and
wind industries, and one out of every
six construction workers in this coun-
try now make their living in emer-
gency and energy efficiency. One out of
every five companies involved in mak-
ing motor vehicle parts makes their
money from products that make our
cars, trucks, and vans cleaner.

Our clean energy revolution did not
happen by accident. We put smart poli-
cies in place, and we had leadership
that believed climate change was a
threat. During the Obama administra-
tion, starting with the Recovery Act,
the Federal Government provided eco-
nomic incentives and smart regula-
tions to support market investments
and clean energy. We must build on
this progress and continue to support
policies that reduce our Nation’s car-
bon footprint, help create a more ro-
bust economy, and support those most
vulnerable to climate change.

Yet instead of pursuing any ideas to
address climate change and protect
Americans from its effect, the Trump
administration has sadly decided to ig-
nore climate change, decided to defund
clean energy research and roll back
any meaningful climate action, decided
to walk away from provisions that
would help protect Americans from ris-
ing floods and other extreme weather
events.

Our President’s failed leadership on
climate change threatens our health,
our economy, U.S. competitiveness,
and our future. Sadly, most of our—not
all—but most of our Republican friends
have been applauding the President
with every action.

In conclusion, let me just say to the
American people, don’t be fooled or dis-
tracted by the political games. We can-
not allow cynicism to win. We can re-
duce our Nation’s carbon footprint; we
can strengthen our economy; and we
can support those most vulnerable
among us—indeed, we must. Climate

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

change is real. Human activity is the
dominant cause. Congress needs to act.
Stop the political theater and start to
address the climate change before us
today while we still have time, and we
do.

Thank you.

I yield the floor.

———————

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The bill clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Bridget S. Bade, of Arizona, to be
United States Circuit Judge for the Ninth
Circuit.

Mitch McConnell, David Perdue, Roy
Blunt, John Cornyn, Joni Ernst,
Lindsey Graham, John Boozman, Mike
Rounds, Thom Tillis, Steve Daines,
James E. Risch, John Hoeven, Mike
Crapo, Shelley Moore Capito, John
Thune, Pat Roberts, Jerry Moran.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that the debate on the nomina-
tion of Bridget S. Bade, of Arizona, to
be United States Circuit Judge for the
Ninth Circuit, shall be brought to a
close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Oklahoma (Mr. INHOFE).

Further, if present and voting, the
Senator from Oklahoma (Mr. INHOFE)
would have voted ‘‘yea.”

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New Mexico (Mr. UDALL)
and the Senator from Massachusetts
(Ms. WARREN) are necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 77,
nays 20, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 50 Ex.]

YEAS—T7
Alexander Daines King
Barrasso Duckworth Lankford
Bennet Durbin Leahy
Blackburn Enzi Lee
Blunt Ernst Manchin
Boozman Feinstein McConnell
Braun Fischer McSally
Brown Gardner Moran
Burr Graham Murkowski
Capito Grassley Murphy
Cardin Hassan Paul
Carper Hawley Perdue
Cassidy Heinrich Portman
Collins Hoeven Reed
Coons Hyde-Smith Risch
Cornyn Isakson Roberts
Cotton Johnson Romney
Cramer Jones Rosen
Crapo Kaine Rounds
Cruz Kennedy Rubio

S1931

Sasse Sinema Van Hollen
Schatz Sullivan Warner
Scott (FL) Tester Whitehouse
Scott (SC) Thune Wicker
Shaheen Tillis Young
Shelby Toomey
NAYS—20

Baldwin Harris Peters
Blumenthal Hirono Sanders
Booker Klobuchar Schumer
Cantwell Markey Smith
Casey Menendez Stabenow
Cortez Masto Merkley Wyden
Gillibrand Murray

NOT VOTING—3
Inhofe Udall Warren

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 77, the nays are 20.

The motion is agreed to.

The majority leader.

ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that all
postcloture time on the Bade nomina-
tion expire at 2:15 p.m. tomorrow; fur-
ther, that if confirmed, the motion to
reconsider be considered made and laid
upon the table and the President be im-
mediately notified of the Senate’s ac-
tion. I further ask that following the
disposition of the Bade nomination, the
Senate proceed to legislative session
and resume consideration of the mo-
tion to proceed to S.J. Res. 88, with the
time until 4 p.m. equally divided be-
tween the two leaders or their des-
ignees; finally, notwithstanding the
provisions of rule XXII, that the clo-
ture motions with respect to the mo-
tions to proceed to S.J. Res. 8 and H.R.
268 ripen at 4 p.m. tomorrow.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session for a
period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

TRIBUTE TO WILLARD KINZER

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President,
today it is my honor to pay tribute to
Willard Kinzer, a one-of-a-kind Ken-
tuckian who will receive a lifetime
achievement award at the beginning of
April. Willard, a leading figure in
Floyd County, seems to have done it
all.

He is a World War II veteran, who
felt compelled to join the Navy after
the attack on Pearl Harbor. Willard’s a
nonstop worker, becoming a prominent
entrepreneur in eastern Kentucky,
leading Kinzer Drilling through expan-
sions and growth. His philanthropy has
helped build schools in his native Appa-
lachia and has supported the Mountain
Arts Center, and perhaps most unex-
pectedly Willard holds the distinction
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