H2822

military weapons, with drugs, all of
that, we spent $345 million of taxpayer
money building a 21st century border
security system, a system that in-
volves observation techniques of many
kinds, a system that involves observa-
tion towers at appropriate locations
along that 300-plus-mile border, and
quick response teams to go where there
was an incursion across the border.
And by all accounts from our own mili-
tary, from Jordan’s military, it is ef-
fective.

Now, the President wants $8 billion
for 150 miles of fence and walls. There
is a better way, and as Democrats, we
have been calling for this better way
for months and months. In fact, in the
legislation that the President signed, it
is the better way.

It is not a big, beautiful wall with
“Trump’ written on it. It is, in fact, a
virtual system similar to what we built
in Jordan, in the most dangerous place
in the world, and it works.

So we need to be very careful here,
because that is $8 billion that will not
be available to make our American
military installations all around the
world ready for the tasks that they
have before them.

So as we ponder this issue, as we go
through the appropriation process this
spring, and as we fight this constitu-
tional battle with the President over
the founding mothers’ and fathers’ un-
derstanding of what an imperial presi-
dency could become if they have both
the appropriation power as well as the
power to execute the law, they said, no,
the President cannot have that power.

As we fight this fundamental con-
stitutional issue, we should also keep
in mind that there is a better way to
protect our southern border, or any
border for that matter, and it is essen-
tial that we spend the money that we
have appropriated for the military to
protect their readiness and, in so
doing, protect the security and safety
of America.

So we will have this debate, and this
debate will hopefully result in the
American public understanding what
they should have learned in grammar
school about civics and about the sepa-
ration of powers. Unfortunately, our
President seems to have missed that
class.

But we are not going to let it go.
This is not a Democratic or Republican
issue. This is an American constitu-
tional issue.

So let us proceed. Let us proceed in
full understanding of what is at stake
here: the rebuilding of the bases, yes,
but, more importantly, the very funda-
mental notion of the separation of pow-
ers that is inherent in the Constitu-
tion. And, by the way, every Member of
the House of Representatives, every
Senator, and every general, including
acting Secretaries of State, have taken
an oath to defend and uphold the Con-
stitution. We would all do well to read
Article I, Section 9.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.
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RECOGNIZING HARVEST HOME
FARMS

(Ms. WILD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. WILD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize the DiFebo family, con-
stituents of mine from Upper Mount
Bethel Township, Pennsylvania, who
run Harvest Home Farms. They were
recently honored with Pennsylvania’s
first-ever Leopold Conservation Award,
named after the conservationist Aldo
Leopold, for demonstrating excellence
in environmentally sustainable farm-
ing practices.

Richard DiFebo; his wife, Lynn; and
their sons, Dohl and Dane, work hard 7
days a week. Their days are long and,
as Richard says, it is a ‘‘family effort”
that only works because everyone
pitches in.

In Richard’s words: “It all starts
with the health of the soil. Less runoff
means cleaner creeks and rivers, which
leads to cleaner air. It benefits the
whole community. You need to protect
those resources or there is not going to
be anything left for the next genera-
tion.”

Congratulations to the DiFebo fam-
ily not just for this award, but for their
dedication to being responsible stew-
ards of the Earth and for the powerful
example they are setting.

———

CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO
SIGNIFICANT MALICIOUS CYBER-
ENABLED ACTIVITIES—MESSAGE
FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE
UNITED STATES (H. DOC. NO. 116-
23)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, referred
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs
and ordered to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (60 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90
days before the anniversary date of its
declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to
the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to
the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency declared in Executive
Order 13694 of April 1, 2015, as amended
by Executive Order 13757 of December
28, 2016, is to continue in effect beyond
April 1, 2019.

Significant malicious cyber-enabled
activities originating from or directed
by persons located, in whole or in sub-
stantial part, outside the United States
continue to pose an unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national se-
curity, foreign policy, and economy of
the United States. Therefore, I have de-
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termined that it is necessary to con-
tinue the national emergency declared
in Executive Order 13694, as amended
by Executive Order 13757, with respect
to significant malicious cyber-enabled
activities.
DONALD J. TRUMP.
THE WHITE HOUSE, March 26, 2019.

———

COMMEMORATING WORLD DOWN
SYNDROME AWARENESS DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2019, the gentleman from Kan-
sas (Mr. ESTES) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

Mr. ESTES. Mr. Speaker, on March
21, our country and the world cele-
brated World Down Syndrome Aware-
ness Day.

This afternoon, I am happy to lead
my colleagues in recognizing this im-
portant day and all of the contribu-
tions individuals with Down syndrome
make each day to families, businesses,
schools, and communities. From broth-
ers and sisters to employees and
businessowners, to artists and models,
people with Down syndrome have an
incredible impact on every part of soci-
ety. They deserve our support, under-
standing, and full acceptance.

Thankfully, there are many groups
and programs that have made it their
mission to support individuals with
Down syndrome and their families.

As Kansas State treasurer, I advo-
cated for passage of the Federal ABLE
Act and led the effort to implement it
in Kansas.

It is kind of one of those things that,
several years ago, I didn’t necessarily
expect that I was going to be standing
here today; so I was going through the
process of how do we lobby, how do we
make sure that a good program gets
passed through the Federal legislative
process that benefits so many people,
and then having to take that initiative
in my home State of Kansas and work
through the legislature and making
sure that we implemented it to help
people’s quality of life and enable them
to live the lives that they wanted to
live and make it more beneficial for
them.

This important law created tax-free
savings accounts for individuals with
disabilities to cover expenses like
healthcare, education, housing, and
transportation. It is important for par-
ents raising a child to be able to help
provide their care.

Obviously, the concern on the part of
parents is that, over years, particu-
larly as the parents age, they want to
make sure that their children, in some
cases when they are in their adult life,
are able to enjoy the life that they
want and the life that they deserve. A
program like ABLE is able to help
make that dream come true.

These programs are similar to the 529
college savings programs, health sav-
ings accounts, and individual retire-
ment accounts. The ABLE accounts
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give people with Down syndrome and
other disabilities the opportunities to
live the life they deserve.

The Kansas ABLE Act went into ef-
fect in January 2017. I was proud to be
part of that effort because it is the
right thing to do.

In Congress, I have been humbled to
work with organizations like the Na-
tional Down Syndrome Society to build
upon the progress of the ABLE Act.
Last year, I was honored to receive the
2018 National Down Syndrome Society
Impact Award and look forward to sup-
porting the mission in this Congress.

This year, I am also honored to be on
the honorary committee for the Ac-
ceptAbility Gala, hosted by the Global
Down Syndrome Foundation, an an-
nual event in Washington, D.C., that
supports lifesaving research and med-
ical care for children and adults with
Down syndrome.

Back home in Kansas, I am also in-
spired by groups like the Arc of Sedg-
wick County, which supports individ-
uals living with intellectual and devel-
opmental disabilities, including Down
syndrome.

Just as each of these groups, among
numerous others, supports those with
Down syndrome, it is my hope that, in
Congress, we can do the same thing.

Mr. Speaker, I look forward to dis-
cussing this more today, but, at this
time, I am happy to yield to the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. STAUBER).

Mr. STAUBER. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
honor of World Down Syndrome Aware-
ness Day, which was Thursday, March
21.

One of the greatest blessings in my
life is my 16-year-old son, Isaac, who
has Down syndrome. Each day, he
brings joy to our lives, and I am so
proud of everything he has accom-
plished.

World Down Syndrome Awareness
Day is an excellent opportunity to
raise awareness about the challenges
that Down syndrome brings, but it is
also a chance to celebrate just how in-
credible people with Down syndrome
truly are. It absolutely breaks my
heart—just breaks my heart—when I
hear some people say that they would
rather get an abortion than have a
child with Down syndrome.

The sheer ignorance of those individ-
uals is disheartening to me. They do
not see what a blessing all of God’s
children are, even if they are different,
and that is unfortunate for them. If
they met my son Isaac, I know they
would have a change of heart.

When we talk about disabilities, I
want us to talk about the abilities of
those like my son Isaac. Instead of fo-
cusing on what they can’t do, let’s
focus on what they can do.

The limit to what people like Isaac
can accomplish is not determined by
their condition but by how much we
love them and give them the empower-
ment so they can navigate the world of
work, education, and public life.

As Isaac’s dad and now as a Member
of Congress, I am committed to strong-
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ly advocating for the inclusiveness of
those who live with disabilities and the
protection of their lives, always.

Mr. ESTES. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Representative STAUBER for those com-
ments.

Mr. Speaker, it is important for us,
as Representatives, to actually stand
up for what we think is important. Ob-
viously, as parents, we all care about
our children. We want to make sure
they get the best opportunities that
they can, and, as elected Representa-
tives, one of the reasons I ran for office
was to make sure that we could have
an impact and make sure that we could
make a difference in people’s lives.

When I look at the role of the Fed-
eral Government, one of the things
that is most important for us is mak-
ing sure that we can help those individ-
uals live out the life that is embedded
in our Constitution and Declaration of
Independence and having the right to
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi-
ness, people having that opportunity to
live and enjoy all the blessings of this
great country.

We can talk a lot about different
issues, and there are, obviously, lots of
us here in the Halls of Congress who
want to talk about some of those
issues. Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman from Arkansas (Mr. HILL), my
good friend, who wants to weigh in on
this subject as well.

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I
thank my friend from Kansas for yield-
ing. I appreciate him organizing an op-
portunity to come to the House floor
and talk about this important issue.

As the father of two children, I have
been committed to policies for a safe
and enduring future for all kids and un-
derstand that we have to ensure the
protection of kids no matter what their
walk in life, particularly those with de-
velopmental disabilities.

Mr. Speaker, over 200,000 in the
United States live with Down syn-
drome, and one in 792 babies is born
with this genetic disorder. While there
have been great advances in medical
research and public policy to enhance
the lives of those affected by Down
syndrome, there is still much work to
be done.

Individuals with disabilities face
many challenges, and I understand the
need to ensure access to vital services
and medical equipment to support
independent and active lives. This is
critical to help effectively live with
Down syndrome. Getting our kids the
proper development path at a young
age helps them ensure they will be
healthier adults with a bright future.

For over 20 years, I have watched
with such pleasure young people begin
to build that proper developmental
path at Access Academy in Little Rock
or Easter Seals Academy at Riverdale.

As a former member of the board of
directors of Arkansas Children’s Hos-
pital, I saw firsthand how important it
was that parents are given the tools
they need to Kkeep their children
healthy. This is particularly important
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for families who have a child with a
disability.

Back in 1990, President George H. W.
Bush signed the ADA into law, the
Americans with Disabilities Act. I was
proud to have been working on Presi-
dent Bush’s staff at that time. It was
an amazing piece of legislative work
that brought this Congress together
and that has benefited thousands and
millions of Americans and families
since.

I look forward to working with my
colleagues to build upon that legisla-
tion so that all Americans can reach
their full potential, no matter what
challenges they face. I will continue to
support efforts that provide services to
individuals and families who are im-
pacted by Down syndrome.

Regardless of political ideology, I
think we can all agree that every sin-
gle child deserves protection. When I
think about the kids over the past two
decades whom I have watched grow up,
who had incredibly nurturing parents
who got them on that developmental
path in the right way, who sacrificed so
that they had that opportunity to talk
about what my colleague did, the pur-
suit of happiness, and I see them smil-
ing at workplaces when I visit in
Conway, North Little Rock, and Little
Rock, that they have a job, that they
are out working, that they have that
self-sufficiency and excitement of the
work they do, it gives me such a warm
feeling to see their success with all the
hard work they have put into that pur-
suit of happiness.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, I have to say,
and I don’t think it should be left un-
said today, that a right to abortion
should not extend to children with
traits deemed undesirable or inconven-
ient. Would we throw away a life so
casually if a child had the wrong color
eyes or off-texture hair? Of course not.

If a child does not fit the physical or
developmental ideals of their parents,
they should be treated with the same
degree of medical attention, love, and
care as any other child. As a proud
Catholic and proud pro-life Member of
Congress, I believe we need to value
life.

Mr. Speaker, I thank my friend from
Kansas for hosting this important
event today to talk about Down syn-
drome, the love we have for our Amer-
ican citizens who live with Down syn-
drome, and the affection we have and
support we have for their families.
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Mr. ESTES. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman from Arkansas (Mr. HILL).

It is tremendous to be able to work
with representatives like him that
have a goal to focus on: how do we
make life better? How do we provide
opportunities for individuals?

You touched on a sad part in society
today where so many people seem to
think that it is right that just because
of some particular trait that the par-
ents don’t necessarily like, that they
are able to kill individuals because of
that through abortion.
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When we are talking about Down
syndrome and awareness of that, you
know, it is a sad fact that we have got
to address this issue. We have got to
address that extreme discrimination
that some individuals that want to im-
press upon those people who may have
Down syndrome even before they have
a chance to live a life.

In the United States, two-thirds—67
percent—of babies diagnosed with
Down syndrome while in the womb are
aborted.

In Europe, it is even worse. In
France, the rate is 77 percent. In Den-
mark, it is 98 percent. And in Iceland,
it is nearly 100 percent, where late-
term abortions are allowed if the baby
has a deformity, which includes Down
syndrome, to quote a CBS News article.

In a society where Down syndrome
individuals can have a wonderful qual-
ity of life and pursue their dreams, this
discrimination needs to be brought to
light.

We live during a time when there is
so much medical innovation, so many
opportunities, so many brilliant things
that our doctors are developing, we
need to make sure that we capitalize
on that innovation, make sure that we
allow people the opportunity to live a
full life and live the opportunities that
they enjoy.

This innovation, unfortunately, has
been used by individuals to determine
the sex, determine if the child is
healthy, determine if the child has cer-
tain traits; and in some cases, for posi-
tive reasons, to determine whether
there is some medical necessity to op-
erate while in the womb to make sure
that that individual—that child—en-
joys quality of life.

However, we need to make sure that
that testing process never gets cor-
rupted, never gets used in a discrimina-
tory way, and it is never used to justify
abortion.

It is a sad fact that we are seeing so
many things being talked about in the
abortion arena nowadays, and so many
people beating that drum.

We have got to stand up, you know,
in our country. We want to be able to
stand up for people’s rights and we
want to be able to stand up for the op-
portunities for babies to live and have
the opportunity to live a life that we
all will enjoy as well.

I now yield to the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. BABIN), my fellow colleague,
the opportunity to speak and talk
about this very important issue.

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I thank my
great colleague from the State of Kan-
sas.

Mr. Speaker, on March 21, we cele-
brated World Down Syndrome Aware-
ness Day. What an appropriate thing to
celebrate as folks with Down syndrome
make incredible contributions to soci-
ety every single day that should be ac-
knowledged and appreciated.

I, for one, am thankful for all of
those with Down syndrome that I have
had the great pleasure and honor of
knowing and learning from.
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With the rise of prenatal screening
tests across the United States, the
number of babies born with Down syn-
drome every year has significantly de-
creased. And while we do not know the
exact number of Down syndrome chil-
dren who are aborted each year, it is
estimated that approximately two-
thirds of children diagnosed in the
womb are aborted.

Two-thirds of children who would go
on to make a significant impact in this
world are murdered before they are
given a chance to even be able to have
that opportunity.

Iceland, in particular, has almost
completely eradicated Down syndrome
births.

Statistics show that they have an al-
most 100 percent termination rate of
Down syndrome children.

France has a 77 percent termination
rate; while Denmark is at 98 percent.

I pray that the United States will re-
ject the idea that Down syndrome chil-
dren somehow are less than other chil-
dren. As a society, we should move
away from any idea that advocates
killing any child in its mother’s womb.
And as a pro-life Congressman, I be-
lieve that all life is valuable, especially
the lives of those who cannot speak for
themselves.

Aborted Down syndrome children are
just that, they are children who have
their own hopes and dreams for a fu-
ture and to live a long, healthy life. To
take away their right to life is incon-
ceivable to me and abhorrent.

I will continue to fight for legislation
that protects every single unborn
child, regardless of whether or not they
have an extra chromosome.

Mr. ESTES. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Representative BABIN, and I appreciate
those words.

Mr. Speaker, we, as fellow col-
leagues, have such an important role
trying to work on how we bring forth
those American principles and opportu-
nities for everybody.

In recent months, we have seen poli-
ticians from States around the country
embrace late-term abortions and open-
ly discuss infanticide. Individuals with
Down syndrome would be among the
most severely impacted by these tragic
policies.

To help respond to that, my col-
leagues and I have repeatedly called to
bring forward the Born-Alive Abortion
Survivors Protection Act to the floor
for a vote.

This straightforward bill would re-
quire healthcare practitioners to give
the same care to a child who has sur-
vived a botched abortion just as they
would any other newborn child.

Apparently, the bill has 182 cospon-
sors.

Unfortunately, a vote on the bill has
been blocked 21 times now by the ma-
jority.

However, as we rise to commemorate
World Down Syndrome Day, I call on
my colleagues to consider this bill and
any other one that would protect life
and support those with Down syn-
drome.
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There are 250,000 people in America
with Down syndrome. They live
healthy, productive, happy lives, just
like you and I do, and want to have the
same hopes and dreams and goals.

We need more awareness of what a di-
agnosis of Down syndrome really
means. It means that a child simply
has an extra chromosome and that
nothing else about their life is different
from you or me.

They have so much to contribute to
this world, and they deserve that
chance.

Last year, I had the chance to meet
David Egan. David is a fellow working
for the National Down Syndrome Soci-
ety, and previously worked for the
House Ways and Means Committee.

When I met him, he told me how
much he wanted to help others with
Down syndrome accomplish anything
they wanted to do, just as he has done
in his own life and career.

I am inspired by people like David,
and I want to thank my colleagues who
join me today for this Special Order
recognizing World Down Syndrome
Day.

Mr. Speaker, I look forward to work-
ing with Congress to support those
with Down syndrome, and with that, I
yield back the balance of my time.

——————

SENATE BILL REFERRED

A Dbill of the Senate of the following
title was taken from the Speaker’s
table and, under the rule, referred as
follows:

S. 863. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to clarify the grade and pay of
podiatrists of the Department of Veterans
Affairs; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. ESTES. Mr. Speaker, I move that
the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 3 o’clock and 54 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow,
Wednesday, March 27, 2019, at 10 a.m.
for morning-hour debate.

———————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

464. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Management and Budget, Executive
Office of the President, transmitting the Of-
fice’s Report to the Congress on the Joint
Committee Reductions for Fiscal Year 2020,
pursuant to 2 U.S.C. 901a(9); Public Law 99-
177, Sec. 251A (as added Public Law 112-25,
Sec. 302(a)); (125 Stat. 256); to the Committee
on Appropriations.

465. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Management and Budget, Executive
Office of the President, transmitting the Of-
fice’s Sequestration Preview Report to the
President and Congress for Fiscal Year 2020,
pursuant to 2 U.S.C. 904(c); Public Law 99-177,
Sec. 254 (as amended by Public Law 112-25,
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