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Three-fifths of the Senators duly cho-

sen and sworn not having voted in the 
affirmative, the motion is rejected. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The senior assistant bill clerk read as 
follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to proceed to Calendar No. 15, H.R. 268, 
making supplemental appropriations for the 
fiscal year ending September 30, 2019, and for 
other purposes. 

Mitch McConnell, David Perdue, John 
Boozman, Johnny Isakson, John Cor-
nyn, Pat Roberts, Mike Crapo, Thom 
Tillis, Roger F. Wicker, John Thune, 
Richard Burr, Steve Daines, John 
Hoeven, James E. Risch, Roy Blunt, 
Susan M. Collins, Lisa Murkowski. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the motion to 
proceed to H.R. 268, an act making sup-
plemental appropriations for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 2019, and for 
other purposes, shall be brought to a 
close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant bill clerk called 

the roll. 
The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 90, 

nays 10, as follows: 
[Rollcall Vote No. 53 Leg.] 

YEAS—90 

Alexander 
Baldwin 
Barrasso 
Bennet 
Blackburn 
Blumenthal 
Blunt 
Booker 
Boozman 
Brown 
Burr 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Coons 
Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Cruz 
Daines 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Ernst 
Feinstein 
Fischer 

Gardner 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Grassley 
Harris 
Hassan 
Hawley 
Heinrich 
Hirono 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Isakson 
Jones 
Kaine 
Kennedy 
King 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Manchin 
Markey 
McConnell 
McSally 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Perdue 
Peters 

Portman 
Reed 
Roberts 
Romney 
Rosen 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sanders 
Sasse 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Shaheen 
Shelby 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Sullivan 
Tester 
Thune 
Tillis 
Udall 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 
Young 

NAYS—10 

Braun 
Crapo 
Enzi 
Inhofe 

Johnson 
Lankford 
Lee 
Paul 

Risch 
Toomey 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this 
vote, the yeas are 90, nays are 10. 

Three-fifths of the Senators duly cho-
sen and sworn having voted in the af-
firmative, the motion is agreed to. 

f 

SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2019—MOTION TO PROCEED 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the motion. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 15, H.R. 

268, a bill making supplemental appropria-
tions for the fiscal year ending September 30, 
2019, and for other purposes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Nebraska. 

FLOODING IN NEBRASKA 
Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, I rise 

to speak to the historic flooding that 
has devastated hundreds of commu-
nities throughout my home State of 
Nebraska. 

After a long, cold, and snow-filled 
winter, the catastrophic storm known 
as a bomb cyclone struck Western Ne-
braska with extreme blizzard condi-
tions, while the central and eastern 
portions of the State were ravaged by 
record-setting floods. What were small 
streams became raging rivers, pouring 
over the banks, and breaching levees to 
flood towns and farmland. 

The floods, which carried car-sized 
blocks of ice in some areas, isolated en-
tire communities and deposited sand, 
mud, and debris over large areas of our 
land. 

Homes have been destroyed, roads 
and bridges ripped apart, businesses 
and schools forced to close for an un-
certain period of time. It is with a 
heavy heart that I say that three Ne-
braskans have lost their lives as a re-
sult of this storm: James Wilke, a 
farmer from Columbus; Aleido Rojas 
Galan of Norfolk; and Betty Hamernik 
of Columbus. I send my sincere condo-
lences to their families. Their loved 
ones will not be forgotten. 

Cities like Fremont and farms across 
the State became islands, leaving peo-
ple and livestock stranded. The bomb 
cyclone has demolished thousands of 
acres of family farmland and ranch-
land, resulting in a devastating number 
of livestock deaths and demolished 
farms, grain bins, hay supply, and farm 
equipment. 

One farmer recorded that he lost 700 
of his hogs after 7 feet of floodwater 
swept through his land within minutes. 
A top concern for our ag producers is 
how do we replace ruined feed and the 
countless miles of washed-out fences. 

The Nebraska Department of Agri-
culture initially projects that the dam-
ages will total a loss of $440 million in 
crop losses and another $400 million in 
cattle losses. The devastation con-
tinues to grow as our farmers and 
ranchers across Nebraska assess lost 
land use and more livestock deaths. 

I heard from ranchers in Central and 
Western Nebraska who fought through 
this blizzard during calving, and what I 
heard most was that even though they 
suffered losses, they knew of others 
who were worse off. 

Farmers stood looking at once fertile 
land now covered with sand, mud, and 
unimaginably huge slabs and chunks of 
ice. They are worried what the future 
will bring. 

I agree with Gov. Pete Ricketts, as 
he has called this catastrophic weather 
‘‘the most widespread disaster we have 
had in our state’s history.’’ 

Water from the Missouri River and 
Papio Creek has overwhelmed the 
southeastern side of Offutt Air Force 
Base and rendered some parts of the 
base as inoperable. I welcomed Sec-
retary of the Air Force Heather Wilson 
to survey the flood damage at the base. 
Some buildings were filled with nearly 
8 feet of water. Offutt leadership pro-
vided us with a preliminary damage as-
sessment and discussed the response ef-
forts that were successfully taken by 
the airmen. 

At the flood’s peak levels, one-third 
of the base was affected, causing tens 
of millions of dollars in damages. I will 
continue to work closely with Sec-
retary Wilson to ensure that Offutt re-
ceives the funding to meet the needs of 
the base and to restore one of Amer-
ica’s most important national security 
assets. 

According to the Nebraska Emer-
gency Management Agency, 81 of our 93 
counties, 98 cities, and 5 Tribes have 
declared states of emergency. This cov-
ers over 59,000 square miles, which is 
about 76 percent of Nebraska. 

To put this in perspective, well over 
1.7 million Nebraskans are affected by 
this storm. That is more than 95 per-
cent of our State’s population. 

The Governor has estimated that 
more than 2,000 homes and 340 busi-
nesses are damaged or destroyed. Sig-
nificant damage to Nebraska’s critical 
infrastructure is still being assessed at 
this time, but the Nebraska Depart-
ment of Transportation released a pre-
liminary estimate of $200 million that 
is needed to reconstruct hundreds of 
miles of roads and to repair or replace 
15 bridges throughout the State. 

Nebraska is hurting. However, as our 
Nation has seen the sheer power of this 
storm, I want America to understand 
the courage, strength, and resiliency 
Nebraskans have shown in response. 
Overwhelming loss and grief have been 
met with stories of bravery and heroic 
efforts of our neighbors and first re-
sponders. Ordinary Nebraskans, with-
out any prior training, grabbed their 
personal boats, jet skis, trucks, and 
planes to save their neighbors who ex-
perienced life-threatening situations. 

There have been countless stories of 
heroes who disregarded personal risk to 
help their neighbors in need—Nebras-
kans helping Nebraskans, neighbors 
helping neighbors. 

Hundreds of volunteers in Fremont 
stepped forward to fill sandbags and 
create barriers to protect the city from 
floodwater. Local pilots in affected cit-
ies across Nebraska have flown their 
personal planes to deliver and evacuate 
people who have been surrounded by 
water. 
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