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led them on deployments in support of
Operation Enduring Freedom and Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom. Later he served as
deputy commanding general of the 82d
Airborne Division in Operation Endur-
ing Freedom.

As a general officer, he served in the
Pentagon as the Director of the Army
and Joint IED Defeat Task Force and
subsequently as the Deputy Director of
the Joint IED Defeat Organization es-
tablished under the Deputy Secretary
of Defense. He served as the Deputy
Commanding General and then Com-
manding General of the Joint Special
Operations Command headquartered at
Fort Bragg, NC. He also served as the
Commanding General of U.S. Special
Operations Command, MacDill Air
Force Base, Florida. Most recently
General Votel has served as the Com-
manding General of U.S. Central Com-
mand.

At a time of great uncertainty in the
world, General Votel has led an incred-
ible combatant command that has an
enormous influence and presence in
some of the most volatile parts of the
globe. He has led the way in strategic
relationships with our partners and al-
lies that have made our country safer.
General Votel is an exceptional leader,
an American patriot committed to our
Armed Forces, our national security
and our Nation, but most importantly,
General Votel is a great man of char-
acter. It is for GEN Joe Votel, a sol-
dier, leader, and selfless servant, whom
we with profound admiration and deep
respect pay tribute to for all he has
done for the defense of our Nation for
nearly four decades.

We thank General Votel, his wife
Michele, and their two grown children,
Scott and Nicholas, for their dedica-
tion and sacrifice, and we wish them
well in the years to come.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO TONY BAZZIE

e Mrs. CAPITO. Madam President, I
wish to recognize a dedicated public
servant and proud West Virginian,
Tony Bazzie, on the occasion of his re-
tirement from the Raleigh County
Housing Authority. Innumerable West
Virginians have benefited from his
tireless efforts to improve access to af-
fordable housing in our great State and
his advocacy for increased Housing and
Urban Development funding. Tony has
been a vocal champion for encouraging
investment in section 8 housing and an
advocate for a regulatory framework
that balances the interests of tenants
and property owners.

Tony started with the housing au-
thority at its inception in 1979 and
since then has worked hard to dispel
the mnegative stereotypes regarding
housing assistance. Currently, his of-
fice assists over 1,200 families in Ra-
leigh County, as well as Braxton, Sum-
mers, Nicholas, Fayette, and Webster
Counties. In fact, demand has been so
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high that the housing authority has
had to implement a waiting list to
serve additional West Virginians.

Beyond the critical assistance that
the housing authority provides to West
Virginians in need, it also has a posi-
tive effect on the economy. Through
section 8 subsidies, Tony and his staff
have contributed over $4.5 million in
rental payments to local property own-
ers. Supporting local economies is
something I have worked for in the
Senate and knowing that I have allies
such as Tony in the State has made
this journey all the more successful.

Tony has come before Congress to
testify about the importance of hous-
ing authorities across West Virginia,
and his insight informed the discourse
regarding the Section Eight Housing
Choice Voucher Reform Act, SEVRA.
In his testimony, Tony highlighted the
need for providing decent, safe, and
sanitary housing to low-income fami-
lies. His passion for and knowledge of
housing policy were of great help to my
colleagues, and I thank him for his
service.

I would like to thank Tony for all his
insight and advice over the years. His
yearly visits to my DC office were al-
ways a highlight, and his input was in-
valuable when discussing housing
issues, particularly in West Virginia.
On a personal level, he was kind and
helpful not only to me, but to my staff
as well. They spoke highly of how at-
tentive, patient, and nice he was to ev-
eryone he worked with. I am honored
to call Tony my friend and fellow West
Virginian, and I wish him well in this
new phase of life. I wish him the very
best during his well-deserved retire-
ment, and I hope he can enjoy more
time with loved ones. West Virginia
owes Tony our gratitude, and I thank
him for all his excellent work for so
many years.®

————
TRIBUTE TO TERRY DUPREE

e Mr. INHOFE. Madam President,
today I wish to recognize Terry
Dupree, a gentleman who has worked
diligently serving the people of Okla-
homa throughout his career with the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for 38
years.

Terry began his career with the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service performing
work involving the conservation, prop-
agation, management, protection, and
administration of wildlife species.
Terry dedicated his life to imple-
menting and advancing practices nec-
essary for the conservation and man-
agement of wildlife resources and habi-
tats. His experience and expertise has
proven invaluable to the fish and wild-
life community throughout his career.

This hard work eventually led him to
become a leader within the Partner for
Fish and Wildlife Program, which pro-
vides technical and financial assistance
for the restoration and enhancement of
fish and wildlife habitat on private
lands. I am incredibly proud of the
work he has put in over the years for
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the people of our great State of Okla-
homa.

I want to thank Terry Dupree on his
years of service and wish him well in
his retirement.

Well done, Terry.e

————

TRIBUTE TO COLONEL THOMAS
VON ESCHENBACH

e Mr. JONES. Madam President, today
I pay tribute to a great leader and an
exceptional officer of the U.S. Army,
COL Thomas von Eschenbach, now
serving as the director, Capabilities
Development and Integration Direc-
torate at the U.S. Army Aviation Cen-
ter of Excellence at Fort Rucker, AL,
as he prepares to retire from military
service on May 31, 2019.

COL Thomas von Eschenbach has
served our Army and our Nation for
more than 28 years. He has been a true
professional; a dedicated soldier, lead-
er, and officer. Throughout his career
he has commanded our great soldiers
at many levels; he has deployed to
combat numerous times in defense of
the Nation; and he has been assigned
critical positions in our military. Colo-
nel von Eschenbach has provided out-
standing leadership, advice, and sound
professional judgment on numerous
issues of enduring importance to the
Army, Congress, and this Nation.

A native of Alabama, Colonel von
Eschenbach was commissioned a sec-
ond lieutenant of aviation upon grad-
uating from Auburn University ROTC
as a Distinguished Military Graduate.
His first assignment after flight school
was at Fort Bragg, NC, where he served
as a platoon leader, company executive
officer, and battalion staff officer. He
next served in Germany as a troop
commander and division staff officer.

Upon his return from Germany, Colo-
nel von Eschenbach served as a small
group leader and later company com-
mander in the Aviation Branch Cap-
tains’ Career Course and Warrant Offi-
cer Advanced Courses at Fort Rucker,
AL. As a field-grade officer he returned
to Fort Bragg and served as the bat-
talion executive officer and operations
officer for an attack battalion, and
later brigade operation officer in the
82nd Combat Aviation Brigade to in-
clude a deployment to Operation Iraqi
Freedom.

After an assignment in Army Human
Resources Command, Colonel von
Eschenbach commanded an Air Cavalry
Squadron Task Force during a deploy-
ment to Operation Enduring Freedom
in Jalalabad, Afghanistan. After this
command, he served on the Army staff
as the Deputy Director for Army Avia-
tion.

For the past 4 years, Colonel von
Eschenbach has served as the director
of the Capabilities Development and
Integration Directorate at the TU.S.
Army Aviation Center of Excellence. In
this role he was responsible to the de-
velopment of future doctrine and con-
cepts, force structure, and capability
requirements for Army aviation to en-
sure our aviation forces and soldiers
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