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CONGRATULATING BLAIR OAKS 
HIGH SCHOOL FOR WINNING THE 
2018 MISSOURI CLASS 2 STATE 
FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 27, 2019 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to ask my colleagues to join me in 
congratulating the Blair Oaks Falcons Football 
team for winning the 2018 Missouri Class 2 
State Football Championship. 

With a perfect record of 15–0, the Blair 
Oaks Falcons Football team and coaching 
staff should be commended for all of their 
hard work throughout this past year and for 
bringing home the state championship to their 
school and community. 

Please join me in congratulating the coach-
ing staff: Ted LePage; assistant coaches: 
Kevin Alewine, Lerone Briggs, John Butler, 
Mike Cook, Josh Linnenbrink, Mason Swisher, 
Andrew Terpstra; manager: Ben Stockman; 
and the players: Kamron Morriss, Jayden 
Purdy, Nolan Hair, Gavin Wekenborg, Seth 
DeWesplore, Cade Stockman, Zach Herigon, 
Cobi Marble, Carson Prenger, Sam 
Luebbering, Jake Closser, Ian Nolph, Braydan 
Pritchett, Riley Lentz, Cadon Garber, Levi 
Haney, Josh Bischoff, Hayden Ellis, Adam 
Hughes, Zach Goeller, Trinity Scott, Griffin 
Herst, Kyler Griep, Adam Jurgensmeyer, 
Collin Branum, Jordan Keesler, Nico Canale, 
Conner Wilson, Nolan Atnip, John Benward, 
Zack Wilbers, Carson Bax, Cale Willson, 
Caleb Buechter, James Thomson, Austin 
Lange, Corban Bonnett, Shane Gillmore, An-
drew Luebbering, Rylee Niekamp, Benner 
Thomas, Ayden Chouinard, Isaiah Prenger, 
Grant Laune, and Marcus Edler on their dedi-
cation to the game and focus throughout the 
season. 

I ask you to join me in recognizing the Blair 
Oaks Falcons Football team for a job well 
done. 

f 

HONORING RUTH WOLFE JOHNSON 

HON. GREG PENCE 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 27, 2019 

Mr. PENCE. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor my friend, Ruth Johnson, who recently 
passed away at the age of 86 in Columbus, 
Indiana. 

Born in Sullivan County, Ruth was the 
eighth child of Ora and Ann Wolfe. She at-
tended Indiana State University and then went 
to work at Shell Oil Company. Ruth met—and 
later married—Dick Johnson, who had pur-
chased a Shell distributorship in Columbus. 
Ruth and Dick worked together to grow the 
Johnson Oil Company. 

Ruth played an integral role in the Colum-
bus community and throughout the State of In-

diana. Ruth’s extraordinary civic leadership in-
cluded service through many social organiza-
tions including PEO, Harrison Lake Garden 
Club and the Monday literary club. Ruth ac-
tively supported Indiana University and served 
on the advisory boards for the School of Arts 
and Sciences and Jacobs School of Music. 

Ruth and Dick were part of a small group 
that cofounded Fairlawn Presbyterian Church 
in 1961. She and Dick donated property for 
the Salvation Army to build a support center, 
sponsored the Johnson Center for Entrepre-
neurship at I.U., the Johnson Distinguished 
Guest Artist series at the Columbus Phil-
harmonic, and publication of ‘‘The Birds of In-
diana’’ by Bill Zimmerman. 

The Pence family knew Ruth for many years 
and considered her a close friend. Ruth was 
a generous person who will be remembered 
fondly and greatly missed. 

Ruth is survived by her children, Jenny 
Johnson of Nashville, Rick Johnson (Alice) of 
Columbus; two grandchildren, Richard ‘‘Ricky’’ 
Loomis Johnson III and Ann ‘‘Annie’’ Elizabeth 
Johnson. 

May god rest her soul and bring comfort to 
her family and friends as we mourn her loss 
and celebrate her life here on earth. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MASON DAUGHERTY 
AND ELI SCOTT 

HON. VAN TAYLOR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 27, 2019 

Mr. TAYLOR. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Mason Daugherty and Eli Scott 
from McKinney, Texas on winning the 2019 
C–SPAN video documentary competition. 

Their documentary, ‘‘What it Means to be 
American: Citizen Accountability in Govern-
ment’’ highlights how the United States Con-
stitution intended to instill power within the 
American people and how corruption within 
our system of government diverts that power 
away from individuals. 

Like these impressive 11th graders from 
Imagine International Academy of North 
Texas, I too believe power must rest with we 
the people. Working together, we can bring 
about real change in Washington. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that my colleagues 
in the House of Representatives join me today 
in congratulating Mason Daugherty and Eli 
Scott on their achievement. 

f 

CODY MAIER 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 27, 2019 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Cody Maier 
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Cody Maier is a student at Arvada High 
School and received this award because his 
determination and hard work have allowed him 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Cody Maier 
is exemplary of the type of achievement that 
can be attained with hard work and persever-
ance. It is essential students at all levels strive 
to make the most of their education and de-
velop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Cody Maier for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF DUI REPORTING 
ACT OF 2019 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 27, 2019 

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in support of the DUI Reporting Act, a bill I in-
troduced today with my colleague, STEVE 
CHABOT, along with the support of Mothers 
Against Drunk Driving. 

If enacted, this bill would address the loop-
hole in our nation’s drunk-driving laws that en-
ables repeat DUI offenders to be charged and 
tried as first-time offenders because of incon-
sistent reporting. 

Currently, when police make a drunk driving 
arrest, they don’t always have access to infor-
mation about all of the driver’s previous ar-
rests for driving under the influence. 

The reason is because not all police depart-
ments report DUI arrests to either the National 
Crime Information Center, or ‘‘NCIC’’ for short, 
or the Next Generation Identification database, 
or ‘‘NGI,’’ which are the national crime data-
bases that can be made instantly available to 
police right from their patrol cars. 

The consequences of this lack of reporting 
can prove tragic. Just a few years ago there 
was a terrible accident in northern Mississippi, 
just outside of my Congressional District. Two 
teenagers from Memphis were killed when the 
car they were driving was struck by a drunk 
driver who had accrued seven DUI charges 
since 2008 and had been allowed to plead 
guilty five times to a first-offense DUI. 

When the law enforcement officer ran the 
suspect’s driving record in the national data-
base, his past DUI convictions never showed 
up. 

This is shameful. A DUI somewhere should 
be recognized as a DUI anywhere. It should 
not matter where you were caught driving 
drunk. If you drive drunk, previous offenses 
should be recorded and penalties should in-
crease so innocent lives can be saved. 

The accrual of multiple first-time DUI of-
fenses is unconscionable and must be ended. 
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Our bill will save lives by enacting common- 

sense, bipartisan reforms to harmonize report-
ing standards for DUI offenses across the 
states. 

I urge my colleagues to help pass it quickly. 
f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE SUP-
PORTING CHILDREN OF THE NA-
TIONAL GUARD AND RESERVE 
ACT 

HON. J. LUIS CORREA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 27, 2019 

Mr. CORREA. Madam Speaker, according 
to the U.S. Department of Education, more 
than 80 percent of military-connected children 
attend public schools. In 2011, the Govern-
ment Accountability Office reported that data 
concerning the academic outcomes of these 
students was limited. In response, Congress 
passed the Every Student Succeeds Act, 
which included the military student identifier to 
require that public schools identify and report 
on the academic outcomes of military-con-
nected students. 

However, the military student identifier only 
includes children with a parent who is on ac-
tive-duty in the Armed Forces. Children whose 
parents serve in the National Guard or Re-
serve Components are excluded from the mili-
tary student identifier unless that parent 
serves full-time. These children still face 
unique challenges and stressors as members 
of the National Guard and Reserves often de-
ploy within their respective state in response 
to state emergencies, directives, or while in 
training. 

Therefore, the Supporting Children of the 
National Guard and Reserve Act expands the 
military student identifier to include children of 
the National Guard and Reserves. 

This simple and straightforward change will 
provide invaluable data for educators, parents, 
and policymakers to understand the academic 
outcomes of all military-connected students. 

f 

CIERRA MARTINEZ 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 27, 2019 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Cierra Mar-
tinez for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Cierra Martinez is a student at Jefferson Jr/ 
Sr. and received this award because her de-
termination and hard work have allowed her to 
overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Cierra Mar-
tinez is exemplary of the type of achievement 
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels 
strive to make the most of their education and 
develop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Cierra Martinez for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 

IN HONOR OF CHESTER ELKIN 

HON. ANDY BARR 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 27, 2019 

Mr. BARR. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of a special man, Mr. Chester 
Elkin, of Madison County, Kentucky. Mr. Elkin 
is part of a special group of heroes that 
served our nation during World War II. 

Mr. Elkin was born in the small community 
of Wallaceton in 1919. He served in the Army 
Air Corps from 1941 to 1946. Mr. Elkin was 
assigned to an airbase on Ie Jima Island, Oki-
nawa, where he led the development of a run-
way for landing our aircraft. At the war’s end, 
he was chosen to be in charge of receiving 
Japanese aircraft and their pilots as they sur-
rendered. Mr. Elkin earned the American The-
ater Medal, American Defense Medal, Asiatic 
Pacific Theater Medal with 2 bronze stars, 
Good Conduct Ribbon, and the Victory Medal 
for his service in the war. 

Mr. Elkin was a civic minded person from a 
young age and worked to benefit his commu-
nity. While still in high school, he became the 
driver of his community’s first school bus. At 
the age of 17, he opened a general store so 
local citizens would not have to travel to get 
needed supplies. He later bought property in 
and around Berea, enabling him to provide nu-
merous new businesses and create jobs. He 
served on many committees and civic organi-
zations for the Berea community. He was a 
part owner in Renfro Valley Entertainment, 
which draws visitors from all over the world. 
He has been an active member of the 
Wallaceton Baptist Church since he was a 
teenager. He has been a member of the 
American Legion Post 50 in Berea for many 
years. For 30 years, he served as County 
Game Warden. Mr. Elkin’s involvement over 
many years resulted in improvements to the 
quality of life in Berea. 

Mr. Elkin and his fellow veterans are true 
heroes. As members of the ‘‘Greatest Genera-
tion,’’ they willingly served to protect and de-
fend the freedoms that we enjoy today. I am 
humbled to honor the service of Mr. Chester 
Elkin before the United States Congress. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ROSS SPANO 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 27, 2019 

Mr. SPANO. Madam Speaker, I was not 
present for votes on March 5 through 6, 2019 
due to an illness. Had I been present, I would 
have voted Yea on Roll Call No. 104; Yea on 
Roll Call No. 105; Nay on Roll Call No. 106; 
and Nay on Roll Call No. 107. 

f 

MIGUEL MAY 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 27, 2019 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Miguel May 

for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Miguel May is a student at Arvada High 
School and received this award because his 
determination and hard work have allowed him 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Miguel May 
is exemplary of the type of achievement that 
can be attained with hard work and persever-
ance. It is essential students at all levels strive 
to make the most of their education and de-
velop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Miguel May for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE RECIPI-
ENTS OF THE 2019 H.E.B. ISD 
AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 27, 2019 

Mr. MARCHANT. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate thirty-three outstanding 
students from the Hurst-Euless-Bedford Inde-
pendent School District who have been award-
ed the district’s Awards of Excellence for the 
2018–2019 school year. 

The following students have been selected 
to receive this award due to their meritorious 
achievements within their respected dis-
ciplines. These students possess unique tal-
ents and experiences that have enabled their 
tremendous success within a diverse field of 
subjects, which include visual and performing 
arts, business and industry, science, mathe-
matics, and communications, to name just a 
few. 

Jack Alcorn, Troy Curtsinger, Davonia 
Williams, Jerry Manyvanh, Tristen Strawn, 
Alina Yoo, Martha Hernandez, Shakyria 
Bagley, Zachary Campbell, Khusbu Dalal, 
Jenna French, Alexa Hassell, Lauren Hill, 
Erin Millican, Mason Ornelas, Beverlyn 
Osoro, Nicholas Pena, Isabela Ponce, Coleen 
Roche, Haley Sawatis, Lauren Adams, Hadee 
Al Hassanawi, Eric Carlsen, Chloe Crane, 
Samuel Cusack, Jordan Edwards, Timothy 
Harris, Dylan Hurt, Nicholas Munoz, Aaron 
Norgaard, Jake Peters, Allan Stevens, Nel-
son Tran. 

Through their hard work and dedication, 
these young men and women have built a 
strong foundation on which to continue their 
growth and education. 

In addition to recognizing the students, I 
would like to take this opportunity to thank the 
fine educators who have worked to ensure the 
needs of these students are met and their tal-
ents are nurtured. It is with great pleasure that 
I recognize the following teachers from Hurst 
Hills Elementary, Central Junior High, L.D. 
Bell, Buinger CTE Academy, KEYS, and Trin-
ity High School for their unwavering support of 
these students: 

Lauren Allen, Carolyn Allen, Jo Ann 
Antinone, Ricky Balthrop, Jennifer 
Brockman, Tammy Brown, Richard 
Campanaro, Mario Casanova, Kathleen 
Chase, Trasa Cobern, Amanda Collins, Ken-
neth Davis, Christine Davis, Michael Dean, 
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Blanca Diaz, Logan Douglass, Kendal Fries, 
Cherie Gibson, Paul Gibson, Candace Harris, 
Catherine Kazyaka, Sarah Keith, Laurel 
Kuepker, Van Mathews, Allen Matthews, 
Karen McCurdy, Joseph Mendenhall, Court-
ney Miller, Jennifer Muirhead, Ann Nadeau, 
Louise Payblas, Vandana Rajpurohit, David 
Rawls. 

Madam Speaker, I am honored to recognize 
these outstanding students and teachers on 
this monumental achievement. I ask all my 
distinguished colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating the recipients of the 2019 HEB ISD 
Awards of Excellence. 

f 

JAKE McBRYDE 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 27, 2019 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Jake McBryde 
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Jake McBryde is a student at North Arvada 
Middle School and received this award be-
cause his determination and hard work have 
allowed him to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Jake 
McBryde is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Jake 
McBryde for winning the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. I have 
no doubt he will exhibit the same dedication 
and character in all of his future accomplish-
ments. 

f 

HONORING DUANA BREMER 

HON. SEAN P. DUFFY 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 27, 2019 

Mr. DUFFY. Madam Speaker, I proudly rise 
today to honor Duana Bremer, Director of Sal-
vation Army’s St. Croix and Polk County Wis-
consin programs. 

Duana has dedicated her life to serving the 
most vulnerable among us. I have seen the in-
credible work she does day in and day out, 
serving families in our community by showing 
them the path to personal growth and sustain-
ability. Her commitment and experience 
makes her an invaluable asset to our work as 
legislators. Duana testified before the House 
Financial Services Subcommittee on Housing 
and Insurance on May 17, 2018 at a hearing 
titled, ‘‘An Overview of Homelessness in 
America,’’ in which she provided valuable in-
sight into what the homeless experience is like 
for those living in rural areas such as Wis-
consin. 

With the help of Duana, the Family Self-Suf-
ficiency Act and the Housing Choice Voucher 
Mobility Demonstration Act have been signed 
into law. Both of these pieces of legislation will 
help break the multi-generational cycle of pov-
erty in our communities. 

It’s easy to see the value of Duana’s leader-
ship in the fight against homelessness. All you 

need to do is talk to her team around her. The 
staff and volunteers at Grace Place describe 
her as, ‘‘a fantastic leader and a champion for 
those in need. Her efforts to secure funding 
and bring programs into rural communities that 
will help the most vulnerable are truly inspir-
ing. She never gives up and her tireless ef-
forts are an inspiration.’’ 

Duana truly is an inspiration. And on behalf 
of the residents of Wisconsin’s 7th Congres-
sional District, I would like to thank Duana 
Bremer, for her selfless commitment to fami-
lies in need. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 100 LADIES OF 
DEERING 

HON. DONNA E. SHALALA 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 27, 2019 

Ms. SHALALA. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of the 100 Ladies of 
Deering, a philanthropic women’s organization 
dedicated to preserving the Deering Estate, a 
pillar of South Florida history. As Women’s 
History Month comes to an end, I am proud to 
honor the 100 Ladies of Deering for carrying 
on the long tradition of Miami women working 
tirelessly on behalf of our community. 

Listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places, the Deering Estate is the 1920’s era 
Miami home of Charles Deering, an industri-
alist, preservationist, and environmentalist. 
The work of the 100 Ladies of Deering is vital 
to the preservation the Estate, and more 
broadly, to keeping our South Florida commu-
nity connected to our shared history. 

The 100 Ladies of Deering are deeply in-
volved in the maintenance of the Deering Es-
tate, including the Stone House, Richmond 
Cottage, outbuildings, grounds, and natural 
areas. Today, visitors can explore these sites 
as they would have appeared when Charles 
Deering occupied the Estate in the 1920’s. 
The 100 Ladies of Deering provide resources 
and assistance for the 444-acre Estate’s his-
toric furnishings. They preserve original ob-
jects in their original settings, recreate the 
scenes of daily life on the Estate, and create 
a period setting for original objects. As anyone 
who has visited can attest, the furnishings 
evoke a powerful experience of time and 
space while providing witness to past events 
and personalities. 

The 100 Ladies of Deering exemplify ex-
traordinary dedication to the South Florida 
community. I am pleased to celebrate their 
achievements as community leaders, philan-
thropists, and Miami women. 

f 

HONORING THE LOWVILLE AMER-
ICAN LEGION POST 162 ON THEIR 
CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 27, 2019 

Ms. STEFANIK. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the American Legion as a 
whole and specifically, The Lowville American 
Legion Post 162 on their 100th anniversary. 

The American Legion was chartered by 
Congress in September 1919 after members 

of the American Expeditionary Force, who 
fought in World War I, convened to create an 
organization to represent veterans of that con-
flict. Today, the American Legion focuses on 
serving veterans, current service members 
children and communities with a membership 
numbering over two million from 13,000 posts 
worldwide. The American Legion, under the 
leadership of its National Commander Brett 
Reistad, continues to grow and advocate on 
behalf of those who have served our nation 
with honor and distinction. 

One of the very first posts to come into ex-
istence in the months following the creation of 
the American Legion was the Lowville Amer-
ican Legion Post 162. The National organiza-
tion came into existence in March 1919 and 
the Lowville post was founded just three 
months later, in June. Since then, they have 
been a leading post, sending members to 
serve on national, state, and district commit-
tees. They have made an indelible impact on 
the Lowville community over the past century 
and I wish them continued success. On behalf 
of New York’s 21st District, I want to congratu-
late them on this milestone and thank them for 
their century-long tradition of service. 

f 

NOZYONNA McCALL 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 27, 2019 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Nozyonna 
McCall for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Nozyonna McCall is a student at Jefferson 
Jr/Sr. and received this award because her 
determination and hard work have allowed her 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Nozyonna 
McCall is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Nozyonna McCall for winning the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. I have no doubt she will exhibit the 
same dedication and character in all of her fu-
ture accomplishments. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF FLORIDA B. THOMAS 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 27, 2019 

Mr. HASTINGS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life and legacy of Mrs. Flor-
ida B. Thomas. Florida was a selfless member 
of her community and spent her life serving 
others. She was a woman of strong values 
and always worked to help her community 
through her church and her jobs as a teacher 
and librarian. 

Florida was born in Tallahassee, Florida in 
1938. She attended Florida A&M University 
where she received her Bachelor of Science 
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degree in Library Science, before continuing 
her education at the University of South Flor-
ida where she received a Master’s in Adminis-
tration and Supervision. 

She served for 59 years at Greater Friend-
ship Missionary Baptist Church, where she 
was on the finance committee and served as 
a choir member and secretary. In addition to 
serving at her church, Florida worked for 40 
years as a teacher within the Hendry County 
School System. After retiring from teaching, 
Florida felt she could still serve her community 
so she began working as a full-time librarian 
at the Harlem Library where she worked until 
she retired in 2014. 

Throughout her career, Florida was recog-
nized again and again for her hard work and 
dedication to those around her. She was the 
first black librarian in the state of Florida within 
the integrated school system and was named 
‘‘Children Intermediate School (CIS) Teacher 
of the Year’’ in 1987. She was also an active 
member of The Order of the Eastern Star fra-
ternity. In May, 2017 the Harlem Community 
Library was re-named in her honor, and now 
serves the community as the Florida B. Thom-
as Library. And, just last year, she was hon-
ored with The Heritage Award for 2018. 

Madam Speaker, Florida Thomas was a 
champion for her community and she posi-
tively impacted the lives of many in Harlem 
and surrounding communities. I extend my 
deepest condolences to her husband, Melvin, 
and the rest of her friends and family during 
this extremely difficult time. Florida Thomas 
was a blessing to our community and I am 
proud to honor her memory today. She will be 
dearly missed. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE NEW HAMPSHIRE 
POLICE ASSOCIATION PIPES AND 
DRUMS 

HON. CHRIS PAPPAS 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 27, 2019 

Mr. PAPPAS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the New Hampshire Police Asso-
ciation Pipes and Drums as they celebrate 
their 25th anniversary. In October of 1994, 
New Hampshire State Police Sergeant James 
Noyes was shot and killed during a standoff 
with an armed barricaded subject. Inspired by 
the Boston Police Gaelic Column’s perform-
ance at Sergeant Noyes’s funeral, members of 
the New Hampshire Police Association set out 
to create a pipes and drums band of their 
own. Coming together from various police de-
partments across the state, a small group was 
assembled in December of 1994 and made its 
official debut in 1996 during the New Hamp-
shire Police memorial in Concord. 

Ever since, this distinguished band has 
grown in size and notoriety. We gather to cel-
ebrate a quarter century of this effort, and to 
acknowledge and honor the life of Sergeant 
James Noyes and of every New Hampshire 
law enforcement officer who has been trag-
ically killed in the line of duty. 

Sergeant Noyes’s sacrifice is a humbling re-
minder about the acute danger our brave po-
lice officers face each day as they put their 
lives on the line to keep our communities safe. 
Their service deserves our appreciation and 

our undying support. In order to truly honor 
their service and sacrifice, we need to do 
more than pay lip service to their effort. As 
elected leaders, we have a responsibility to 
fight for additional resources that allow them 
to do their jobs effectively for the rest of us. 

In order to properly serve New Hampshire’s 
First District and pay appropriate respect to 
the services we are lucky to receive from our 
New Hampshire police officers, I am com-
mitted to fighting on their behalf in Congress, 
to guarantee that our law enforcement officials 
have the resources they need to combat the 
opioid crisis, keep our streets safe, and pro-
tect our communities from harm. 

Congratulations to the New Hampshire Po-
lice Association Pipes and Drums on 25 years 
of excellence. It is my honor to serve them as 
the Representative of New Hampshire’s First 
Congressional District. 

f 

KENDALL McCOY 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 27, 2019 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Kendall 
McCoy for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Kendall McCoy is a student at The Manning 
School and received this award because her 
determination and hard work have allowed her 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Kendall 
McCoy is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Ken-
dall McCoy for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 

f 

RECOGNIZING VICKI HAUGEN’S 37 
YEARS AT VERMILION ADVAN-
TAGE 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 27, 2019 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Vicki Haugen, who took over 
leadership of Vermilion Advantage 37 years 
ago. 

Vermilion Advantage is the lead economic 
development office for Vermilion County, Illi-
nois. Vicki began her tenure at Vermilion Ad-
vantage during a time when the business envi-
ronment in Danville and Vermilion County was 
in turmoil. Major businesses, which had con-
tributed for many years to the financial and 
economic health of the community, were leav-
ing or considering doing so. Rather than be 
defeated by these setbacks, Vicki enlisted 
other community leaders to pull together and 
develop a coordinated plan to keep the losses 
to a minimum and attract replacements for 
those business that left. 

Vicki saw early on that if the community was 
to survive and prosper, the political, business, 
education, and community leaders would need 
to work together. This became the focus of 
Vermilion Advantage. More than simply an ad-
vocate for the community, Vicki had a com-
prehensive vision focused on creating the next 
generation of community leaders and a skilled 
and educated workforce, diversifying the eco-
nomic base of the county, and developing a 
cooperative environment between labor and 
management, to name just a few of her initia-
tives. 

A major component of what Vicki has done 
is sell outside companies to the advantages of 
locating their operations in Vermilion County. 
Doing this for several decades has likely made 
Vicki the most informed and effective cham-
pion of Vermilion County. Her steady efforts 
over the past 37 years has had an inestimable 
impact on the community that she cares so 
much for. 

Indeed, Vicki’s efforts are a labor of love. 
She grew up in Vermilion County, graduated 
from Danville High School, and lives in the 
community she helped remake. Her tireless ef-
forts, mental toughness, professionalism, and 
unshakable faith that Vermilion County was 
worth trying to save has made a difference 
worthy of recognition. 

Madam Speaker, it is my pleasure and 
honor to rise today to recognize Vicki Haugen 
and to thank her for her leadership of 
Vermilion Advantage for these past 37 years. 
That leadership, by the way, has led to the 
creation of well over four thousand full-time 
jobs and counting. I wish Vicki all the best and 
Vermilion Advantage continued success. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. KATIE PORTER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 27, 2019 

Ms. PORTER. Madam Speaker, I was un-
able to be present for votes on Monday, 
March 25, 2019. Had I been present, I would 
have vote YES on Roll Call vote 126. 

f 

LEAH MENDOZA 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 27, 2019 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Leah Men-
doza for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Leah Mendoza is a student at Mandalay 
Middle School and received this award be-
cause her determination and hard work have 
allowed her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Leah Men-
doza is exemplary of the type of achievement 
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels 
strive to make the most of their education and 
develop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Leah 
Mendoza for winning the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. I have 
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no doubt she will exhibit the same dedication 
and character in all of her future accomplish-
ments. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF BELOVED 
CAPITAL REGION EDUCATOR ER-
NEST D. STECK 

HON. PAUL TONKO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 27, 2019 

Mr. TONKO. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the legacy of beloved community 
leader, veteran and educator Ernest D. Steck 
who passed away in February. 

Mr. Steck was a symbol of virtue and dis-
cipline to many in our Capital Region Our 
community owes him a debt of gratitude for 
his commitment to educating and shaping the 
minds of the young men under his tutelage, 
both in his history classroom and on the foot-
ball field. 

Ernest was born in Rock Island, Illinois and 
grew up in Chicago and Brooklyn during the 
Great Depression He enlisted and served in 
the U.S. Army during World War II and fought 
in the Pacific Theater. After the war, he went 
back to school to earn his undergraduate and 
advanced degrees in physical education at the 
University of Iowa. 

After brief stints teaching in Bridgeport, Con-
necticut and Providence, Rhode Island, Ernest 
moved to Albany and brought his love of 
teaching to the Albany Academy, where he 
taught from 1953 to 1991. He also coached 
football, basketball, track, and tennis Each dis-
cipline provided a welcome opportunity for Er-
nest to share the principles that guided his life: 
the importance of hard work, discipline, and 
integrity. These earned him the respect of his 
colleagues and students. Classrooms were 
known to fall silent before he arrived while stu-
dents waited eagerly for him to speak. 

Ernest’s legacy of service earned him a pro-
motion to athletic director and a spot in the 
Capital Region Hall of Fame in August of 
2014. If not reminding his teams that ‘‘cool 
heads win games,’’ he could be found virtually 
silent on the sidelines He believed in allowing 
the students to call their own plays, giving 
them a chance to develop team unity and 
trust. His creative approaches worked time 
and time again. In 1970, the Albany Academy 
football team won the State Championship for 
small high schools. He led a record-achieving 
championship streak until 1982. Students he 
coached referred to themselves as ‘‘Ernie’s 
Boys,’’ a moniker that denoted their respect 
and appreciation Even to people who never 
stepped foot on a court or entered an arena, 
Ernest was legendary. 

Above all, Ernest was a proud family man 
His legacy lives on in his sons David and Phil-
lip and grandchildren Kaylee, James, Alex-
andra, and Aaron He was laid to rest in late 
February alongside his wife Roselyn. To those 
who knew him, loved him, and were made 
better by his presence, I offer my sincere con-
dolences. 

May we all take inspiration from the incred-
ible service and courage of Ernest Steck and 
honor his legacy for years to come. 

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 27, 2019 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
to commemorate Women’s History Month. 

I want to offer a special mention for the U.S. 
House of Representatives women firsts: 

Congresswoman Jeanette Rankin of Mon-
tana who was the first elected woman member 
of the House of Representatives; 

Congresswoman Patsy Mink of Hawaii was 
the first woman of color and the first Asian 
American woman elected to Congress; 

Congresswoman Shirley Anita Chisholm of 
New York who was the first African-American 
Congresswoman member of the House of 
Representatives; and 

Congresswoman Ileana Ros-Lehtinen whom 
we have the honor of working with is the first 
Hispanic woman elected to serve in Congress. 

National Women’s History Month’s roots go 
back to March 8, 1857, when women from 
New York City factories staged a protest over 
working conditions. 

International Women’s Day was first ob-
served in 1909. 

In 1981, Congress passed a law authorizing 
the President to proclaim March 7, 1982 as 
‘‘Women’s History Week.’’ It was a modest be-
ginning, but very significant to women be-
cause it started a societal and cultural change 
in how women—and especially young girls 
saw themselves within the American story. 

In 1987, Congress expanded the week to a 
month. Every year since, Congress has 
passed a resolution for Women’s History 
Month, and the President has issued a procla-
mation. 

This month we recognize Women’s History 
Month by noting the fundamental role women 
have played in shaping America’s history. But 
I say to you that a month is not enough to 
make known the significant contributions of 
women to the success of the United States of 
America. 

We taught our girls about Rose the Riveter 
who represented the millions of American 
women who went to work on assembly lines to 
manufacture tanks, planes, and weapons for 
the defense of this nation during World War II. 

We have many American Women heroes in 
the STEM area like: Sally Kristen Ride, the 
first woman sent into space; Eileen Marie Col-
lins, the first woman space shuttle pilot; and 
Grace Murray Hopper an American computer 
scientist and United States Navy rear admiral. 

Admiral Hopper developed the first compiler 
for a computer programming language, which 
made it possible to program computers with-
out using punch cards. 

The Shriver Report, ‘‘A Woman’s Nation 
Pushes Back from the Brink:’’ Some Rec-
ommended Steps for Government Businesses, 
and Women reported on the economic health 
of the average American woman. 

Today, women make up half the U.S. work-
force, but the average full time working 
woman earns only 77 percent of what the av-
erage full time working man makes. 

And that is why the House must pass H.R. 
7, the Paycheck Fairness Act, when it comes 
to the floor for debate and vote. 

There are many women in the State of 
Texas and in the city of Houston who have 

made significant contributions to the American 
story: 

Congresswoman Barbara Jordan of Texas 
was the first African American woman elected 
to the House of Representatives; 

Kathryn ‘‘Kathy’’ Whitmire was the first 
woman elected to serve in Houston City gov-
ernment; and 

Mae Carol Jemison, the first African Amer-
ican woman astronaut. 

These many accomplishments does not 
mean there is not more that needs to be done. 

There is still a long way for women to go 
according the Shriver Report. 

Women are more than 50 percent of the 
population and more than 50 percent of the 
votes. 

A woman working full time, all year at a 
minimum-wage job, or a job close to the min-
imum wage, will not be able to bring her family 
above the poverty line. 

Families need an income closer to 200 per-
cent of the federal poverty threshold to escape 
the brink. 

In the Shriver Report’s survey: 
73 percent of Americans said that in order 

to raise the incomes of working women and 
their families, they strongly favor the govern-
ment ensuring that women get equal pay for 
equal work; 

79 percent of Americans said the govern-
ment should expand access to high-quality, af-
fordable childcare for working families; 

Almost 60 percent of Americans said 
women raising children on their own face tre-
mendous challenges and should be helped fi-
nancially by government, employers, and com-
munities; and 

If we are going to win the war on poverty 
we must wage and win the war of discrimina-
tion of women in the workforce. 

Pay inequality is not just a women’s issue— 
it is a family income equality issue. 

In 2012, Texas’ ranked second among the 
50 states among with workers earning at or 
below the federal minimum wage. 

According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics of the 6.1 million workers are paid hour-
ly rates in Texas in 2012, 

In Texas 282,000 earned exactly the pre-
vailing federal minimum wage of $7.25 per 
hour, while 170,000 earned less. 

From 2011 to 2012, the number of Texas 
workers who earned at or below the federal 
minimum wage was 7.5 percent. The percent-
age of workers earning less than the federal 
minimum 2012 was 2.8 percent, while the 
share earning exactly the minimum wage was 
4.7 percent. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
help celebrate Women’s History month by be-
coming cosponsors of H.R. 863. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF BILLY 
MARTIN 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 27, 2019 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to celebrate the life of Billy Martin, 
who passed away on Sunday, January 27th at 
the age of 52. 

Billy, a native of Gulfport, Mississippi, grad-
uated from Gulfport High School and attended 
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Gulf Coast Community College. He went on to 
be an ice cream delivery driver for Blue Bell 
Ice Cream for over ten years. It was during 
this time that he began investing in the lives 
of young adults at Resurrection Life Worship 
Center in Picayune, Mississippi. After his time 
at Blue Bell, he accepted a full-time position at 
RLM serving as the administrator for over ten 
years. It was in this role that Bill’s heart of 
service out shined all those around him. 

In a world where everyone seems to be 
dead set on self-promotion and self-advance-
ment, Billy found his joy in serving others. In 
a world where people are going to extreme 
lengths to draw attention to themselves, Billy 
went the extra mile to draw attention to others. 
In a world where it’s common to see people 
broadcast their own accomplishments, Billy 
was a megaphone for the achievements and 
good qualities of others. In a time when every-
one wants to see their dreams fulfilled, Billy 
saw fit to spend his time helping fulfill the 
dreams of others. 

Billy’s life is one that should be celebrated 
and remembered. His legacy of obedience to 
God and selfless service to others lives on in 
all the lives he touched. 

Left to cherish his memory are his wife and 
best friend of 17 years, Jameye Hickman Mar-
tin of Picayune, his mother, Shirley Martin; his 
siblings, Randy (Karen) Martin and Terri 
(Tony) Zbysinski, of the Mississippi Gulf 
Coast; his brothers-in-law, Rev. Allen (Amy) 
Hickman of Picayune and Andrew (Karen) 
Hickman of Brookhaven, 17 nephews and 
nieces and 9 great-nephews and great-nieces. 

f 

HONORING BELOVED ALBANY 
RESTAURANT LOMBARDO’S 

HON. PAUL TONKO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 27, 2019 

Mr. TONKO. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to bid a fond farewell to Lombardo’s, a historic 
Albany, New York restaurant that was a be-
loved community staple for nearly a century 
until its close earlier this year. 

Charley Salvatore Lombardo opened what 
would become this legendary family restaurant 
in 1919 after making the journey to the United 
States from Southern Italy. For decades, 
Lombardo’s weathered the changing land-
scape of the Albany area, generation after 
generation, never wavering in its service to 
neighbors and cherished ability to bring people 
together. 

Whether looking for a bite to eat or a brief 
respite from the demands of daily life, 
Lombardo’s provided a hub of connection and 
familiarity for the surrounding area. Many Al-
bany residents chose this establishment as 
the setting to celebrate their milestones, from 
birthdays to anniversaries to reunions. Artists 
and authors found inspiration behind its doors. 
Local entrepreneurs cite Lombardo’s as a 
model that guided their ventures. 

Lombardo’s memorable Art Deco design 
and tiled floors saw their last public visitors in 
December of 2018, but the spirit of the estab-
lishment lives on in the stories and memories 
of its owners, its many servers and staffs, pa-
trons and friends. Thank you to everyone who 
made Lombardo’s such a special place for our 
community. 

THOMAS MILLS 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 27, 2019 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Thomas Mills 
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Thomas Mills is a student at Three Creeks 
K–8 and received this award because his de-
termination and hard work have allowed him 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Thomas 
Mills is exemplary of the type of achievement 
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels 
strive to make the most of their education and 
develop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Thomas Mills for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments. 

f 

CONGRATULATING KAZAKHSTAN 
ON THEIR PRESIDENTIAL TRAN-
SITION 

HON. STEVE CHABOT 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 27, 2019 

Mr. CHABOT. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the historic March 19 announce-
ment by former Kazakhstan President, Mr. 
Nursultan Nazarbayev, who voluntarily and 
peacefully resigned from his position as Presi-
dent and as the Head of State. 

Kazakhstan’s Constitution was prepared for 
such a scenario and calls for the Chairperson 
of the Senate of the Parliament to step in and 
take on the roles and responsibilities for the 
remainder of the President’s term. This transi-
tion process, which will usher in the Chairman 
of the Senate, Mr. Kassym-Jomart Tokayev, 
as Head of State, is moving forward peacefully 
and with little to no disruption, as all parties in-
volved remain committed to Kazakhstan’s fur-
ther development and prosperity, as well as 
serving as a stabilizing force in the region. Ad-
ditionally, I call on President Tokayev to carry 
out the reforms necessary to hold free and fair 
elections in 2020, so that the people of 
Kazakhstan can continue to strengthen their 
democratic institutions. 

For almost 30 years, Kazakhstan and the 
United States have worked diligently to build a 
strategic partnership based on mutual trust 
and cooperation on important issues such as 
economic investment, security, and cultural 
exchanges. Both Kazakhstan and the United 
States have made clear that this strategic 
partnership and friendship will continue to 
grow and expand under a new Head of State. 

I applaud President Nazarbayev for his work 
to create a strong and lasting relationship with 
the United States. In 2018, the U.S. and 
Kazakhstan signed numerous economic 
agreements that have paved the way for more 
than 700 American companies to invest over 
$3.7 million in the last year alone. These in-

vestments support jobs and provide an eco-
nomic boost for both of our economies. In 
partnership with American companies, 
Kazakhstan launched the Astana International 
Financial Center (AIFC) in 2018, which serves 
as a trading and financing platform for foreign 
and domestic investors, allowing Kazakhstan 
to grow as a major financial hub in the region. 

Kazakhstan and the United States have also 
been constructive partners in promoting secu-
rity and stability around the world. Our two na-
tions work together closely to support peace in 
Afghanistan and Central Asia through the 
Strategic Partnership Dialogue, joint-military 
efforts, and the C5+1 multilateral meetings. 
Additionally, President Nazarbayev was instru-
mental in Kazakhstan being the first Central 
Asian country to be elected to the United Na-
tions National Security Council, providing a 
voice for the people of the region on a global 
stage. 

The United States welcomes this peaceful 
transition of power in Kazakhstan as it re-
mains a reliable and trusted partner in Central 
Asia and I congratulate Mr. Kassym-Jomart 
Tokayev on his new role. 

f 

STEFAN MOE 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 27, 2019 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Stefan Moe 
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Stefan Moe is a student at Drake Middle 
School and received this award because his 
determination and hard work have allowed him 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Stefan Moe 
is exemplary of the type of achievement that 
can be attained with hard work and persever-
ance. It is essential students at all levels strive 
to make the most of their education and de-
velop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Ste-
fan Moe for winning the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. I have 
no doubt he will exhibit the same dedication 
and character in all of his future accomplish-
ments. 

f 

HONORING ROY BENAVIDEZ 

HON. MICHAEL CLOUD 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 27, 2019 

Mr. CLOUD. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor and recognize Master Sergeant Roy 
Benavidez. 

My district is proud to claim as one of our 
own Master Sergeant Roy Benavidez, a Medal 
of Honor recipient who is among the most dis-
tinguished heroes in American history. On the 
occasion of the Roy P. Benavidez Memorial 
Highway Dedication, I would like to recognize 
once more a man who exemplified courage, 
sacrifice, and unbreakable determination. 

Sergeant Benavidez, of El Campo, Texas, 
was orphaned at a young age and dropped 
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out of middle school to support his family be-
fore answering the call to service in Vietnam. 
He recovered from a land mine injury to be-
come a Green Beret, and when a call for help 
came in, he voluntarily boarded a rescue heli-
copter and put his own life on the line to save 
his fellow soldiers. 

Sergeant Benavidez was shot in the head 
and the leg but continued working to load the 
wounded onto the helicopter. As the helicopter 
took off, the pilot was killed, and the helicopter 
crashed. Sergeant Benavidez heroically car-
ried his wounded comrades off the helicopter 
and spent what he described as ‘‘six hours in 
hell’’ returning fire, calling in airstrikes, caring 
for the wounded, and even recovering classi-
fied documents. He was shot multiple times, 
bayoneted, clubbed, and hit by fragments from 
a grenade, before finally dragging the soldiers 
he came to rescue onto a second evacuation 
helicopter. He saved the lives of at least eight 
men. 

In 1981, Sergeant Benavidez received the 
Medal of Honor from President Reagan, who 
noted that ‘‘if the story of his heroism were a 
movie script, you would not believe it.’’ His 
Medal of Honor citation declared that his 
‘‘fearless personal leadership, tenacious devo-
tion to duty, and extremely valorous actions in 
the face of overwhelming odds were in keep-
ing with the highest traditions of the military 
service.’’ 

But his challenges were not over. Two years 
later, he received notice that his disability ben-
efits were to be cut off, despite shrapnel in his 
heart and constant pain. So he went before 
Congress on behalf of his fellow veterans, 
asking ‘‘if they can do this to me, what will 
they do to all the others?’’ Thanks to the ef-
forts of Sergeant Benavidez, the President be-
came personally involved in the situation, and 
the Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices announced reforms to the review process. 

He devoted the rest of his life to service, 
speaking to students about the importance of 
education and inspiring American troops 
around the world. 

Sergeant Benavidez was a model of bravery 
and selfless sacrifice, and it is right and fitting 
to recognize his heroism by dedicating the 
Roy P. Benavidez Memorial Highway in his 
honor. May this highway serve not only as a 
memorial to a great man but as an inspiration 
to his fellow Texans to live with the same spirit 
of courage and service. 

f 

JOSEPH MOLINARO 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 27, 2019 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Joseph 
Molinaro for receiving the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Joseph Molinaro is a student at Drake Mid-
dle School and received this award because 
his determination and hard work have allowed 
him to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Joseph 
Molinaro is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Jo-
seph Molinaro for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments. 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 

agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, 
March 28, 2019 may be found in the 
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 

APRIL 2 
9:30 a.m. 

Committee on Armed Services 
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-

tions of General Tod D. Wolters, USAF, 
for reappointment to the grade of gen-
eral and to be Commander, United 
States European Command and Su-
preme Allied Commander Europe, and 
General Stephen J. Townsend, USA, for 
reappointment to the grade of general 
and to be Commander, United States 
Africa Command. 

SD–G50 
Special Committee on Aging 

To hold hearings to examine Alzheimer’s, 
focusing on new directions in bio-
medical research and caregiving. 

SD–106 
10 a.m. 

Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs 

To hold hearings to examine the applica-
tion of environmental, social, and gov-
ernance principles in investing and the 
role of asset managers, proxy advisors, 
and other intermediaries. 

SD–538 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-

sources 
To hold hearings to examine the Presi-

dent’s proposed budget request for fis-
cal year 2020 for the Department of En-
ergy. 

SD–366 
Committee on Environment and Public 

Works 
To hold oversight hearings to examine 

the Nuclear Regulatory Commission. 
SD–406 

Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions 

To hold hearings to examine reauthor-
izing HEA, focusing on addressing cam-
pus sexual assault and ensuring stu-
dent safety and rights. 

SD–430 

Committee on the Judiciary 
To hold hearings to examine arbitration 

in America. 
SD–226 

2 p.m. 
Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, 

Science, and Related Agencies 
To hold hearings to examine the pro-

posed budget estimates and justifica-
tion for fiscal year 2020 for the Depart-
ment of Commerce. 

SD–G50 
2:30 p.m. 

Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs 

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Ron A. Bloom, of New York, to 
be a Governor of the United States 
Postal Service, and James A. Crowell 
IV, and Jason Park, both of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, both to be an Asso-
ciate Judge of the Superior Court of 
the District of Columbia. 

SD–342 
3 p.m. 

Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Airland 

To hold hearings to examine Army mod-
ernization in review of the Defense Au-
thorization Request for fiscal year 2020 
and the future years defense program. 

SR–232A 

APRIL 3 

9 a.m. 
Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Department of the Inte-

rior, Environment, and Related Agen-
cies 

To hold hearings to examine proposed 
budget estimates and justification for 
fiscal year 2020 for the Environmental 
Protection Agency. 

SD–124 
9:30 a.m. 

Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Department of Defense 

To hold hearings to examine proposed 
budget estimates and justification for 
fiscal year 2020 for the Defense Health 
Program. 

SD–192 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 

Transportation 
Business meeting to consider pending 

calendar business. 
SD–G50 

2:15 p.m. 
Committee on the Judiciary 
Subcommittee on Intellectual Property 

To hold hearings to examine women in-
ventors and the future of American in-
novation. 

SD–226 
2:30 p.m. 

Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Energy and Water Devel-

opment 
To hold hearings to examine proposed 

budget estimates and justification for 
fiscal year 2020 for the National Nu-
clear Security Administration. 

SD–138 
Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Transportation, Housing 

and Urban Development, and Related 
Agencies 

To hold hearings to examine proposed 
budget estimates and justification for 
fiscal year 2020 for the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development. 

SD–192 
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Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on SeaPower 

To hold hearings to examine Navy and 
Marine Corps aviation programs in re-
view of the Defense Authorization Re-
quest for fiscal year 2020 and the Fu-
ture Years Defense Program. 

SR–232A 
Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Strategic Forces 

To hold hearings to examine missile de-
fense policies and programs in review 
of the Defense Authorization Request 
for fiscal year 2020 and the Future 
Years Defense Program. 

SR–222 
Committee on Indian Affairs 

To hold hearings to examine enhancing 
tribal self-governance and safety of In-
dian roads. 

SD–628 

Committee on Small Business and Entre-
preneurship 

To hold hearings to examine reauthoriza-
tion of the Small Business Administra-
tion’s access to capital programs. 

SR–428A 
3 p.m. 

Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Legislative Branch 

To hold hearings to examine proposed 
budget estimates and justification for 
fiscal year 2020 for the Senate Sergeant 
at Arms and the United States Capitol 
Police. 

SD–124 

APRIL 4 
9:30 a.m. 

Committee on Armed Services 
To hold hearings to examine the posture 

of the Department of the Air Force in 
review of the Defense Authorization 
Request for fiscal year 2020 and the Fu-
ture Years Defense Program. 

SD–G50 

Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs 

To hold hearings to examine unprece-
dented migration at the United States 
southern border. 

SD–342 

APRIL 9 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 

To hold hearings to examine the posture 
of the Department of the Navy in re-
view of the Defense Authorization Re-
quest for fiscal year 2020 and the Fu-
ture Years Defense Program. 

SD–G50 

APRIL 10 

2:30 p.m. 
Committee on Indian Affairs 

To hold hearings to examine building out 
Indian country, focusing on tools for 
community development. 

SD–628 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:47 Mar 28, 2019 Jkt 089060 PO 00000 Frm 00008 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\M27MR8.000 E27MRPT1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-08-26T11:34:06-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




