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House of Representatives

The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. COSTA).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
March 27, 2019.

I hereby appoint the Honorable JIM COSTA

to act as Speaker pro tempore on this day.
NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———————

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 3, 2019, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties. All time shall be
equally allocated between the parties,
and in no event shall debate continue
beyond 11:50 a.m. Each Member, other
than the majority and minority leaders
and the minority whip, shall be limited
to 5 minutes.

———

PUBLIC SCHOOLS WEEK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. BoST) for 5 minutes.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, this week we
celebrate Public Schools Week. It
serves as a reminder that every child
deserves access to quality education
that helps them reach their full poten-
tial.

Public schools are where our stu-
dents become citizens. They learn to
think critically, solve problems, and
build relationships. They grow to con-
tribute to our society, our economy,
and our communities, and it all starts

with the men and women who want to
make a difference.

I want to thank our teachers and
educators and professionals who work
in these fields, and I want to include
Ms. Lucy Gamby, who was my sixth
grade teacher, and thank her for the
influence that she had in my life. I am
sure every one of us has someone like
that that is that special teacher.

WORLD DOWN SYNDROME DAY

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, on March 21,
we celebrated Down Syndrome Day.

Many people don’t know this, but
they do know I have 11 grandchildren.
My sixth grandchild and third grand-
son is Stanley. Stanley has Down’s,
and Stanley is an amazing, fun child,
wonderful.

You know, it is kind of our job as
grandparents to make sure that each
grandchild believes that they are the
favorite, and I do my best to do that,
but today I want to recognize Stanley
because I want to make sure that peo-
ple understand that the people and the
families that are involved and have
Down syndrome children or grand-
children, that we live and we work to
make sure that they can achieve to the
highest level that they can in life. So
this day I want to say, ‘‘Stanley, I love
you.”

We want to recognize all of our chil-
dren who have Down’s and our adults
who have Down’s and encourage them
to be the best that they can be.

———————

LIBERIAN IMMIGRANTS IN
MINNESOTA NEED PEACE OF MIND

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Minnesota (Mr. PHILLIPS) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. PHILLIPS. Mr. Speaker, the
clock is ticking and thousands of Min-
nesotans are running out of time. Busi-
ness owners are going to lose their
workforce, workers are going to lose
their jobs, and children are going to

lose their parents, and it will be be-
cause we here in Congress failed to
take simple action when we were called
to make change.

We have been handed a game-winning
layup or, in Minnesota terms, an
empty net, and all we have to do is tap
in the puck. All we have to do is say to
our Liberian population who came here
fleeing bloody civil war and the terrors
of the Ebola virus: You matter; you are
doing everything right. The world took
everything from you, and you came to
our country. You work hard, legally,
you pay your taxes, and you are valued
members of our community.

But because we gave Liberians an im-
migration status DED, that does not
allow a pathway to citizenship; and be-
cause that status expires now in 4 days,
these friends, neighbors, and family
members will be subject to deporta-
tion, and it will tear our community
apart, and it will be on us.

Mr. Speaker, I recently heard from
Nicole Mattson, a healthcare employer
in senior care back in the Twin Cities:
“We don’t have enough workers. At my
facility, 60 percent of employees are
immigrants, and over half of those are
Liberians. We would have to say good-
bye to a pool of talent that is highly
skilled and educated.

“I have no idea why we would leave
behind such a critically important
group of people to the healthcare in-
dustry. Very simply, we cannot do the
work, we cannot care for people, we
cannot care for seniors without them.
We need them here, and we are glad
they are here.”

Mr. Speaker, I would say that we
need courage to pass a legislative fix to
save Minnesota’s healthcare industry
and keep hardworking members of our
population home. I would say that we
need courage to keep our families and
communities and brothers and sisters
together. This is so simple and so easy,
that we do not even need courage. We
just need to pass a bill.
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