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These are immigrants who have done
everything the right way: They are
here legally; they work hard; they pay
their taxes; and they have made them-
selves irreplaceable contributors to our
communities.

Their immigration status has been
extended by every President from Bill
Clinton to Donald Trump. These would
be undocumented citizens of our very
own creation.

If you need the human argument,
hear it from my constituent, Michael:
“Going back to Liberia is not an option
for me. My only brother, who we were
not able to bring to America, died in
Liberia a few years ago. My parents
and siblings all live here in the United
States.

“I was recently accepted into a doc-
toral program in education. My whole
life is here. This is my home. Liberia is
a fragile country still recovering from
a decades-long war.”

Or Matthew, who could lose his older
brother: ‘It affects me deeply as a U.S.
citizen. This is someone I look up to. If
he was to up and leave the U.S., that
would be very difficult for him, for me.
He has a daughter. I cannot take on
that responsibility of being my niece’s
caretaker.

“I cannot even imagine the night-
mare that this will create in my com-
munity. This is not just about me and
my family; it is about our community.
We are going to be losing friends and
family. I am not ready for this.”

We have the legislation. We have a
fix ready to go to move DED holders to
TPS for 3 years while we pass a more
comprehensive fix.

So, Mr. Speaker, I say to my col-
leagues, ask yourselves: Are we here to
make a difference? Are you here to
make people’s lives better? Are you
here to help business owners and work-
ers, or are you here to keep playing
politics with people’s lives?

Let’s rise to the occasion and be bet-
ter than that and finally, at long last,
give our Liberian community the peace
of mind that they so richly deserve.

———

KINETIC KIDS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. HURD) for 5 minutes.

Mr. HURD of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to spotlight Kinetic Kids, an
organization in my hometown that
helps more than 2,800 children with
special needs in San Antonio, Schertz,
and New Braunfels.

A few weeks ago, I joined over 470
Texans in the cold and the wet to sup-
port these local children with special
needs.

In 2001, Kinetic Kids was founded by
Tracey Fontenot and Kacey Wernli, pe-
diatric physical therapists who saw
that children with special needs needed
more exercise. They needed motiva-
tion; they needed camaraderie; they
needed the joy that comes from being
part of a team.

I am proud to be part of their team,
and I will always be here to cheer them
on.
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Congratulations on a great event,
and thank you for the important work
you do in the community.

FIGHTING THE BUREAUCRACY

Mr. HURD of Texas. Mr. Speaker, my
team and I are committed to fighting
the bureaucracy for folks I represent
across the 23rd Congressional District
of Texas who can’t battle it on their
own.

Recently, my team helped Kinney
County in south Texas cut through
Federal red tape to secure $4 million in
funding and spare the county from fi-
nancial ruin. The county was being
punished simply for following orders,
but due to conflicting information
from Washington bureaucrats regard-
ing how much to pay employees at the
county detention center, they were
told they owed the Federal Govern-
ment $4 million.

Once my office heard about this
issue, we worked relentlessly with the
U.S. Marshals Service to ensure these
costs were covered.

I thank Kinney County Judge Tully
Shahan for informing me of this issue
and the Department of Justice for
working with my office to resolve this
situation.

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH

Mr. HURD of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
Joyce Meyer once said that ‘‘teachers
can change lives with just the right
mix of chalk and challenges.”

For Amistad National Recreation
Area Education Specialist Lisa
Nielsen, her chalk is a trail, a shore-
line, and a pair of binoculars. The 28-
year National Park Service veteran has
created several innovative and inter-
active programs that have educated
tens of thousands of Texans I represent
of all ages on the importance of con-
servation and maintaining our south
and west Texas natural treasures for
future generations to come.

I am proud to rise today to honor
Lisa and all of the women who are
making an impact each day across the
23rd Congressional District of Texas as
we continue to celebrate Women’s His-
tory Month.

————

BUDGET PROPOSAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. HOYER).

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise out
of a deep concern for our country and
its ability to sustain investments in
growing our economy and making op-
portunities available for our people.

Our country suffered the longest gov-
ernment shutdown in its history just a
few months ago. For 35 days, 800,000
Federal employees and their families
were forced to go without paychecks.
Our economy was burdened by uncer-
tainty and a lack of confidence in our
leaders.

That shutdown was the direct result
of the Trump administration’s
confrontational approach to governing
and its irresponsible decision to insist

March 27, 2019

on a position that Congress had al-
ready rejected.

I would have hoped that they learned
from that experience, but it appears
that that is not the case. Now Presi-
dent Trump and Mick Mulvaney—a
former colleague of ours who voted not
only to shut down the government, but
against the wishes of the Republican
Speaker, voted against opening govern-
ment up—have sent to Congress a
budget proposal that ramps up con-
frontation and sets up an even more
difficult impasse.

Their budget proposal rejects 6 years
of governing consensus enshrined in
three 2-year budget agreements to
raise the caps put in place by the Budg-
et Control Act in a bipartisan way and
according to the principles of parity,
fairness, and equality.

Adhering to that path and working
together to raise the caps responsibly
and at the same rate for defense and
nondefense investments would be, in
my view, the best way to ensure that
appropriations for next year proceed on
a bipartisan basis so that we can do the
job of funding the government and
avert another unnecessary, dangerous,
and harmful shutdown in October.

The administration’s proposal of
using the overseas contingency oper-
ations account to avoid negotiating
with Congress on responsibly dealing
with the BCA caps and hiding increases
in defense funding is a massive gim-
mick.

Who said that? The Republican ma-
jority said that a number of years ago.

It is more than just an accounting
sleight of hand, with real implications
for our national security planning and
long-term strategy.

The OCO account, again, overseas
contingency operations account, was
created to fund imminent defense pri-
orities outside of the normal Pentagon
budget planning cycle.

Now Mr. Mulvaney wants to use OCO
at the rate of some $175 billion-plus as
if Afghanistan, in which we have been
involved for some 17 years, is a contin-
gency. It is not a contingency. It is an
operating expense.

If OCO were used in the way the ad-
ministration intends, it could cripple
multiyear planning by our military by
calling into question every penny shift-
ed into that account in future years.

It is also disingenuous for them to
demand that Congress pour money into
defense through what Mr. Mulvaney
himself has called a ‘‘backdoor slush
fund.” That is what he called OCO in
2015 when he was a Member of Con-
gress.

And now that same Mr. Mulvaney,
the Acting Chief of Staff and, frankly,
I believe, also, the Acting OMB Direc-
tor, proposes to use what he called a
backdoor slush fund without acknowl-
edging the need to compromise else-
where on the ledger.
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This is fiscal irresponsibility at its
worst, because it is a veneer of concern
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