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His answer was, Mr. President, my 

suggestion is, don’t go. 
Many agree that President Obama 

picked Biden as his Vice President in 
2008 to quell concerns about his youth 
and lack of experience in Foreign Af-
fairs, but in retrospect, it has now be-
come clear that the most useful role he 
played was for Mr. Obama to take 
whatever he recommended and advised 
and conclude that it was probably the 
wrong approach. 

Mr. Biden now believes that he is the 
right man to lead our Nation as Presi-
dent. America will choose a President 
in 2020, and I hope that Republicans 
and Democrats will conclude, as our 
44th President and countless others 
have, that the opposite might just be 
true. 
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HEALTHCARE FOR ALL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 
want to take this moment to go down 
a very tough, and for many families, 
humiliating journey down memory 
lane. 

Memories full of sick mothers and fa-
thers, sick children, and maybe even 
those who lost their life because they 
could not get affordable healthcare. 

Apparently, this administration 
doesn’t understand; for those of us who 
were here before the Affordable Care 
Act, the years and years of work, the 
thousands of pages of testimony, the 
many different committees—even my 
committee, the Committee on the Ju-
diciary—we heard the pain and cries of 
those who did not have health insur-
ance. 

Maybe he doesn’t know—the adminis-
tration—the story of the 8-year-old girl 
whose family actually took her to the 
office of the insurance company—she 
had leukemia—to beg for coverage. And 
they denied her, and she died. 

Maybe they did not hear the story of 
the mother whose son had hepatitis be-
cause he had not been able to overcome 
his drug addiction, even though he was 
a lawyer, and his only basis of 
healthcare was the emergency room in 
a city hospital; 

Or maybe the doctor who drove to 
another city hundreds of miles away to 
get his intern son, put him in the back-
seat of his car and drive him all the 
way back so that he could be inside the 
jurisdiction in which his healthcare 
covered. 

Maybe the administration and the 
President do not know about junk in-
surance policies, that when you get to 
the hospital, as they look over you in 
the emergency room and say, There is 
no room at the inn for you because 
your insurance doesn’t cover hos-
pitalization. 

Or the tap on the door of your hos-
pital room while you are in the bed, 
and although you are still ill, you are 
evicted because your insurance has 
capped. 

All of that was eliminated with the 
Affordable Care Act. 

What a disaster for this administra-
tion to proudly and arrogantly stand 
up to take a stand to destroy the Af-
fordable Care Act in my State, in 
Texas v. Azar, and how sad it is that 
State officials from the moment they 
got elected in my State, Republicans, 
every day have been fighting to destroy 
the Affordable Care Act. 

And my own county health depart-
ment is begging for relief; begging for 
the expanded Medicaid; begging to 
serve the many thousands upon thou-
sands that are in need who are working 
poor, but my State refused to accept 
the expanded Medicaid. And now, with 
great hubris, pompousness, this Gov-
ernment—it is supposed to be for the 
people, of which we are—has decided to 
take a stand to destroy the Affordable 
Care Act. 

Rather than do what we are attempt-
ing to do as Democrats and protecting 
preexisting conditions and to expand 
and improve on healthcare, we are 
looking to lower health insurance pre-
miums, strengthen protections for peo-
ple with pre-existing conditions, stop 
insurance companies from selling junk 
health insurance plans, and reverse the 
administration’s healthcare, sabo-
taging needlessly driven-up premiums 
and uninsured rates and empower 
States to innovate and invest in enroll-
ing more people. 

Outreach. I have been engaged in out-
reach and education, and the families 
are excited when they are eligible for 
insurance. 

All of the people that I mentioned, 
and some who died, had preexisting 
conditions. Over 50 percent of the 
American people—maybe upwards of 65 
percent—have preexisting conditions. 

In 2012, there were 45 million unin-
sured persons, but the Affordable Care 
Act was making its way so much so 
that we have reduced the amount of 
uninsured persons, as the numbers 
show in 2018, down to about 28 million, 
and we were making steady progress. 

What kind of caring attitude do you 
have? 

Where is your humanity, that you 
would take insurance away from sick 
children, families, and the elderly, and 
that you would allow their prescription 
drugs to shoot through the roof, which 
is what will happen when you destroy 
and implode the Affordable Care Act. 

It is not an overnight success. 50 
years America was trying to work on a 
system that would work, beyond the 
Medicare system, and Medicaid. 

We are supporting—many of us—a 
way to provide healthcare for all, like 
Medicare for all. I am supporting this 
legislation, but what is happening in 
the administration is nothing but an 
implosion of a lifeline for the American 
people. 

We need to stop that now. 

CONGRATULATING WHEELING 
PARK HIGH SCHOOL SPEECH AND 
DEBATE TEAM 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
West Virginia (Mr. MCKINLEY) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. MCKINLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the Wheeling Park 
High School Speech and Debate Team, 
which has won the West Virginia State 
championship for 40 years in a row. 

Think about that. 
Their uninterrupted string of vic-

tories began when Jimmy Carter was 
President, and now has extended 
through the administrations of Presi-
dents Reagan, Bush 41, Clinton, Bush 
43, President Obama, and now Presi-
dent Trump. 

Their winning streak is longer than 
most of my staff has been alive. Their 
40-year record may very well be the 
longest in the country’s history. 

Their students are part of a dynasty. 
Some even have a personal family leg-
acy because they are following the 
footsteps of their parents, who also 
won when they competed in the high 
school competition at Park. 

Look, Generation Z suffers from a lot 
of negative stereotypes, but the team 
members on the Wheeling Park Speech 
and Debate Team are examples of a 
great new generation and what they 
can do. 

These students are dedicated. They 
work year-round and compete in com-
petitions to hone their skills. They are 
able to convey emotions and sway an 
audience while passionately arguing 
today’s most pressing topics. 

We couldn’t be prouder of these stu-
dents. There is no doubt in my mind, 
they have a bright future ahead of 
them, and that has everything to do 
with their work ethic and dedication. 

I would also like to congratulate and 
thank their coaches, Bill Cornforth, 
Kayla Nelson, Isabella Droginske and 
Brigitte Mazure, as well as the team’s 
founding coach, Fran Schoolcraft, who 
led them through their first 25 vic-
tories. 

Congratulations on their first 40, and 
here’s to the road to 41. 
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CONGRATULATING AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF 

CRITICAL-CARE NURSES 
Mr. MCKINLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to recognize the 50th anniversary 
of the American Association of Crit-
ical-Care Nurses. 

My wife, Mary, was a critical-care 
nurse for over 45 years and served as 
the past president of AACN. Her time 
as a critical-care nurse taught me how 
difficult it is to have a career in nurs-
ing. 

It requires working long hours, week-
ends, and caring for people during the 
most challenging times of the patients’ 
lives. And while sometimes nurses get 
to see happy endings, other times, they 
share in the emotions of families mak-
ing very difficult decisions. 

That is why it is important to honor 
the American Association of Critical- 
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