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greater collaboration between the mo-
torcycle community and law enforce-
ment officials to prevent instances of 
profiling. 

There is no doubt, motorcycles rep-
resent more than just a mode of trans-
portation to those of us who ride them. 
They often signify a sense of freedom, 
identity, and camaraderie. In Michi-
gan, we have thousands of local riders 
and many more who come from out of 
State to enjoy our Great Lakes, scenic 
highways, and the great outdoors. 

As an avid motorcyclist myself, I 
have heard from many in the riding 
community who felt that they had 
been profiled by law enforcement at 
least once, oftentimes solely because of 
their motorcycle-related apparel. 
While I certainly support actions taken 
to enforce violations of the law, we 
should all be concerned about profiling 
of riders based on their attire and ab-
sent any wrongdoing. 

To be clear, motorcyclists have a 
deep appreciation for our Nation’s law 
enforcement officers. We understand 
the difficulties they face on a daily 
basis, and we are not disparaging that 
in any way. Our resolution simply 
seeks to bring increased awareness and 
encourage a cooperative effort to ad-
dress an issue that affects many of our 
constituents in the motorcycle commu-
nity. 

By having an open dialogue, I hope 
we can foster a greater understanding 
of the issues surrounding motorcycle 
profiling and ensure our roads and 
highways are safe for all to enjoy. 

RECOGNIZING THE MAITLAND FAMILY 
Mr. WALBERG. Madam Speaker, I 

rise today to recognize Jim and Cheri 
Maitland of Jackson, Michigan. The 
Maitlands recently made history by be-
coming the first family to visit all 418 
national parks and units. From Alaska 
to the River Raisin National Battle-
field Park in Monroe, Michigan, they 
have logged more than 300,000 miles 
over the span of 8 years. The Maitland 
children, Jamison and Gerald, each 
have an impressive collection of Junior 
Ranger badges from learning about all 
the parks. 

The family earned the nickname the 
‘‘Parkbound Maitlands’’ after watching 
a documentary series on America’s na-
tional parks, which then sparked a de-
sire on their part to see the beauty 
across our great land. 

When the Maitlands are not explor-
ing in their RV, you might find them 
volunteering at River Raisin National 
Battlefield Park in Monroe, Michigan. 
It is a wonderful park and destination 
in our community where the family 
has spent more than 1,000 volunteer 
hours. 

Their philosophy is to leave each 
park a little bit better than how they 
found it. 

Madam Speaker, I share the 
Maitlands’ love of the outdoors and our 
national park system. This is truly a 
remarkable accomplishment and one 
that makes me pretty jealous. 

Congratulations to the Maitland fam-
ily on your incredible journey. I am 

grateful for your commitment to keep-
ing our parks in pristine shape. 

f 

PROMISE OF AMERICA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Washington (Mrs. RODGERS) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to reflect 
on the promise of America. 

What is the promise of America? 
What has it meant for us? And what 
does it mean for us today? 

America has been around for a few 
hundred years. That is really not that 
long. In that short time, our dreams 
have informed the imaginations of peo-
ple around the globe. 

It all started when our Founding Fa-
thers drafted and signed the Declara-
tion of Independence. It set us on a 
path for our Nation to be the greatest 
experiment in self-governance that the 
world has ever known. Our Founders 
were our first innovators who risked it 
all for America to be free. 

I am sure there are times when we 
have fallen short, but our experiment 
has been overwhelmingly for the good. 
It is here in America that we have led 
and cultivated history’s greatest 
breakthroughs. We fought a war to end 
slavery. We liberated Europe from the 
Nazis. We invented flight; put men on 
the Moon; split the atom; and invented 
the microchip, the internet, and more. 

At great expense, all this was accom-
plished by maintaining fleets and ar-
mies for America to be a beacon of 
hope for freedom-loving people around 
the world. We have done more to lift 
people out of poverty and raise the 
standard of living than any nation in 
the history of the world. 

Madam Speaker, I am sure our 
Founders never dreamed that any of 
this would be possible, but it was be-
cause they made their vision for Amer-
ica a reality rooted in the promise that 
our rights are self-evident, sacred, and 
undeniable. 

America was born with purpose. It 
says it right here in the Declaration of 
Independence. We all know the words, 
or at least we should know the words: 
‘‘We hold these truths to be self-evi-
dent, that all men are created equal, 
that they are endowed by their Creator 
with certain unalienable Rights, that 
among these are Life, Liberty and the 
pursuit of Happiness.’’ 

These are more than just words. It is 
a faith statement, a distinctive na-
tional credo. The moment we fail to be-
lieve it, the experiment is over and this 
Nation will fade away like all nation- 
states that have lost belief in them-
selves and forgotten their identity. 

If we forget our purpose and let the 
promise of America be broken, then we 
are lost. The future is lost. 

It is our job and our highest responsi-
bility to transmit the promise of Amer-
ica to our children and to all who are 
a part of this great experiment. It is 
not enough that we merely assert these 

as ideas. We must live them as truths 
and show the world that they work. 

America is where freedom has made 
its greatest mark. It is where cre-
ativity is unmatched by any time in 
history. It is where justice flowers 
more generously than anyplace on 
Earth. 

The torch must be passed to the next 
generation. That is what President 
John F. Kennedy said, and, Madam 
Speaker, we must do just that. 

I will keep coming back to this floor, 
to the people’s House, to make this 
case that the promise of America is for 
every person in our country. 

There is a battle going on right now 
for the heart and soul of America, so it 
is worth repeating that we must never 
forget our purpose. That is what unites 
us as Americans, and it is where I find 
hope that we can come together around 
shared values that built our great Na-
tion. 

I am committed more than ever to 
restore trust and confidence in the 
promise of America. It is a promise 
that will keep us free, empower our 
children in the next generation to 
shine, and strengthen the moral fabric 
where our identity rests. 

f 

CELEBRATING 140TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF 28TH INFANTRY DIVI-
SION OF U.S. ARMY NATIONAL 
GUARD 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to recog-
nize the 28th Infantry Division of the 
United States Army National Guard as 
it recently celebrated the anniversary 
of its 140th year of serving this Nation. 

Its roots in American history were 
planted long before our Nation’s found-
ing. The 28th Infantry’s lineage traces 
all the way back to when Benjamin 
Franklin formed a militia known as 
the Pennsylvania Associators. The first 
meeting of the Associators occurred on 
November 21, 1747. Franklin organized 
units to defend the city of Philadelphia 
against the French and Spanish pri-
vateers. 

The 28th Infantry Division is the old-
est continuously serving division in the 
United States Army. It wasn’t until 
1879 when the 28th ID was officially es-
tablished by Governor Henry Hoyt and 
designated a red keystone as its sym-
bol. 

Throughout history, the 28th Infan-
try Division has answered our coun-
try’s call to serve in nearly every war. 
The 28th ID soldiers fought side by side 
in the Spanish-American War. They 
earned the nickname ‘‘Iron Division’’ 
in the First World War by General 
John Pershing after a chivalrous stand 
in France. This decorated division still 
goes by this storied nickname. 

The infantrymen stepped ashore at 
Omaha Beach and were the first Amer-
ican division to parade through Paris 
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after its liberation. They were also de-
ployed for duty during the Korean war. 
In present day, its operations have con-
tinued in places like Bosnia, Kosovo, 
Kuwait, Iraq, and Afghanistan. 

I had the distinct pleasure of meeting 
these members of the 28th Division last 
November in Kuwait, joining them in 
the mess hall for Thanksgiving dinner. 
The division stationed in Kuwait was 
part of Operation Spartan Shield. This 
operation sought to strengthen U.S. 
partnerships in the Middle East and 
support ongoing operations to defeat 
ISIS. 

Just a few weeks ago, I got to reunite 
with the 28th ID in Hershey, Pennsyl-
vania, to celebrate the 140th anniver-
sary. The dinner and ceremonies were a 
fitting tribute for a historic part of the 
United States military. 

Madam Speaker, these men and 
women continue to build upon the Iron 
Division legacy. They are brave, resil-
ient, and well-trained to support each 
other in combat and defend our great 
Nation. 

So I say to the men and women of the 
28th Infantry Division: Roll on, 28th. 
Roll on. 

Madam Speaker, I congratulate the 
28th Infantry Division for 140 years of 
service, sacrifice, and valor. 

f 

RECESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 14 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 
The recess having expired, the House 

was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Ms. JACKSON LEE) at noon. 

f 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 

J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 
God of the universe, we give You 

thanks for giving us another day. 
Send us Your spirit, enlighten the 

hearts of the Members of this people’s 
House. Uphold all of our commitments 
to live according to Your revealed 
truths and the constitutional law of 
this great Nation. 

Let freedom flourish in the lives of 
Your people who seek justice and prove 
themselves trustworthy. 

Shape virtuous leadership in govern-
ment at every level. May all citizens 
know with confidence the diligence of 
their representatives, and may this 
body prove creative in facing the issues 
of the day. 

May all that is done this day be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair has examined the Journal of the 

last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from California (Mr. 
LAMALFA) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. LAMALFA led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests 
for 1-minute speeches on each side of 
the aisle. 

f 

ASSYRIAN NEW YEAR 

(Mr. HARDER of California asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. HARDER of California. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to wish the As-
syrian community in the Central Val-
ley and across the world a Happy New 
Year. 

One of my fondest memories growing 
up in Turlock was spending afternoons 
with my Assyrian neighbor, who was 
like a grandmother to me. Her name 
was Nana Bitpera. 

Every day, she would pick grape 
leaves in her backyard while she made 
rice, so my brother and I could enjoy 
fresh, homemade dolmas after school. 

She would tell me stories about the 
incredible contributions of the Assyr-
ian culture to art and literature: how 
Assyrians built the first human cities, 
were the first to domesticate crops, 
and how they literally invented the 
wheel. 

She also told me about the centuries 
of persecution that Assyrians faced 
that caused so many to come for a new 
future in America. 

Madam Speaker, as we celebrate the 
year 6769, I want to tell the Assyrian 
community how grateful I am to be 
their neighbor, and may this new year 
bring their families joy and happiness. 

f 

PAYCHECK FAIRNESS 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to express my serious con-
cern with the inappropriately and 
euphemistically named ‘‘Paycheck 
Fairness Act.’’ In reality, this legisla-
tion should be called the ‘‘Leave No 
Lawyer Behind Act.’’ 

I am sure everyone in this room be-
lieves that equal work deserves equal 

pay. In fact, Congress passed the Equal 
Pay Act in 1963 to ensure that. But 
that is not what Democrats have put 
this legislation on the floor for. In-
stead, they wanted something to ben-
efit trial lawyers and to make it nearly 
impossible for job creators to defend 
against frivolous, unlimited lawsuits. 

In fact, this legislation is actually 
harmful to women in the workforce by 
creating a mandatory opt-out system 
for class action lawsuits that will ulti-
mately limit legal options when there 
actually is workplace discrimination. 

This legislation is all about litiga-
tion, and that is not right. Enforce ex-
isting laws effectively. That will pro-
tect women, and everyone, in the work-
place. 

The number of working women in the 
U.S. is higher than ever—nearly 75 mil-
lion—with more women entering the 
workforce in the last 2 years than men. 
That is the type of fairness we should 
continue to strive for. 

I support policies that help more 
women become their own boss, not un-
limited paydays for trial lawyers. 

f 

WOMEN’S HALL OF FAME 
COMMEMORATIVE COIN 

(Mr. MORELLE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MORELLE. Madam Speaker, in 
honor of the final week of Women’s 
History Month, I am proud to join a 
group of bipartisan colleagues in intro-
ducing the National Women’s Hall of 
Fame Commemorative Coin Act. 

As the National Women’s Hall of 
Fame celebrates its 50th anniversary, 
this will help ensure the financial via-
bility and longevity of this iconic his-
torical landmark for years to come. 

I am especially pleased that our very 
own Louise Slaughter will be inducted 
into the hall of fame this year: a fit-
ting tribute for one of the most inspir-
ing women I have had the privilege of 
knowing. 

Louise will take her place alongside 
some of our Nation’s trailblazers in the 
city that forever altered the course of 
women’s rights in our Nation. 

I am delighted that this legislation 
will help ensure that Louise, and so 
many other remarkable women in the 
hall of fame, will continue to inspire 
generations to come. 

Madam Speaker, I look forward to 
diligently working toward its passage, 
and I encourage my colleagues to sup-
port this important bill. 

f 

SOCIAL SECURITY 
APPROPRIATIONS 

(Ms. WILD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. WILD. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to advocate for an appropriation 
request I have put forward to provide 
adequate funding to the Social Secu-
rity Administration. 
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