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Ramon Garcia was born in 1948 at the
old McAllen General Hospital, the cur-
rent location of McAllen City Hall. He
graduated with honors from the Uni-
versity of Houston, Bates College of
Law, in 1972, and passed the State bar
the same year.

He began practicing in 1973 with Joe
B. Evins, who was an attorney at the
time but would later go on to be the
State district judge in our county.

Recently, Judge Garcia formed a coa-
lition of community leaders to plan for
the 2020 Census and ensure that Hi-
dalgo County is accurately counted.
The coalition’s work is recognized
statewide and by other city and county
governments that are facing similar
situations.

Today, Hidalgo County continues its
fight for representation and entitle-
ment funds, and they owe many thanks
to Judge Garcia for his tireless work.

Madam Speaker, Judge Garcia is a
pillar in our community. There are
many reasons to admire the work of
Judge Garcia. I personally thank the
judge for his exemplary work in gov-
ernment, but I most admire his trial
and advocacy skills that he has used to
advocate for south Texas.

He has challenged the status quo as a
litigator and as our county judge to
the benefit of south Texans. It is a
privilege to represent resilient, hard-
working individuals like him.

——
RECOGNIZING CINCINNATI
MOELLER CRUSADERS

(Mr. CHABOT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1

minute.)
Mr. CHABOT. Madam Speaker, the
Cincinnati Moeller Crusaders have

done it again, back-to-back Ohio Divi-
sion I basketball champs 2 years in a
row.

The Crusaders defeated the strong
AKkron Saint Vincent-Saint Mary team
over the weekend, 52-44, to take the
championship.

Moeller was undefeated this season
going 29-0. In fact, going back to last
season, it is their 49th win in a row in
a league and a State known for great
high school basketball teams.

As a graduate of a Greater Catholic
League rival school, La Salle, I have to
acknowledge that Moeller is strong in
just about everything. In fact, my sen-
ior year at La Salle, Moeller was the
only team to beat us in football, even
with me anchoring the La Salle defen-
sive line.

To Moeller’s players, especially the
seniors who will be graduating, the
coaches, parents, teachers, and fans,
congratulations. I wish them all the
best in the future—unless, of course,
they are playing my alma mater, La
Salle.

—————

REPEALING AFFORDABLE CARE
ACT WOULD HAVE HARMFUL RE-
PERCUSSIONS

(Mr. NEGUSE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Mr. NEGUSE. Madam Speaker,
today, I want to share the story of a
family in my district. In 2015, the
Cerrato family was in the NICU, fight-
ing for the life of their son Ethan. At
just 10 days old, he had undergone two
major surgeries, had been the subject
of dozens of procedures, and had spent
the first days of his life traumatized
and struggling through pain.

After only 10 days, the Cerrato fam-
ily had accumulated a hospital bill of
over $250,000. While little Ethan was
fighting for his life, Christine and Mat-
thew Cerrato were grappling with the
thought of filing for bankruptcy.

At this moment, the question be-
came: What could they rely on? The
answer was the Affordable Care Act,
which was passed into law this week 9
years ago.

Earlier this week, the Department of
Justice called on the Federal courts to
overturn the ACA in its entirety, the
latest attack from this administration
on the affordable healthcare of mil-
lions of families, including many in my
State of Colorado and in my district.

These relentless efforts to repeal this
law would have harmful impacts on
families across the country, like the
Cerrato family.

We cannot move backward on the
progress we have made to provide af-
fordable healthcare to American fami-
lies. Instead, we must move forward to
lower drug prices, to lower the cost of
healthcare, and to ensure that Colo-
rado families and families all over
America can get the care they need.

HONORING CHER KONDOR

(Mr. SMUCKER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SMUCKER. Madam Speaker,
March is Women’s History Month, and
I am proud to honor some remarkable
women in my district.

Today, I am recognizing Ms. Cher
Kondor, who I had the honor of meet-
ing just recently. Cher is a Gold Star
mother. Her son, Martin Kondor, was a
U.S. Army specialist killed in Baqubah,
Iraq, in 2004.

Of course, Ms. Kondor was dev-
astated, but she decided to do some-
thing in his honor and in honor of all
the other veterans who have served,
particularly those who have sacrificed
their lives for our freedom.

She created a memorial veterans gar-
den called the Gold Star Garden in
York County and has raised, since the
time it was created, nearly $1 million
for the garden. This beautiful, living
monument is a gathering place for
those who want to commemorate and
remember the fallen and celebrate the
lives of our sons and daughters who
volunteered to protect this country.

Ms. Kondor honors our Nation’s vet-
erans, and it is a privilege to recognize
her contribution to our community on
the House floor today.

We are thankful for her example and
for her continued awareness of the sac-
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rifices of those who have fought for us
and for our freedom.
I am proud to honor Ms. Kondor.

————
J 1800

BIPARTISANSHIP

(Mr. VAN DREW asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. VAN DREW. Madam Speaker, I
am grateful for the opportunity to
speak to the Members of the House. We
are all here because the American peo-
ple made it so.

The diversity of our Nation’s polit-
ical ideals is boundless. That is what
made our country what it is today. We
are here to represent these vast ideals.

The definition of bipartisanship is of
or involving the agreement or coopera-
tion of two political parties that usu-
ally oppose each other’s policies. It is
about cooperation, it is about com-
promise, and it is about working to-
gether with those who don’t have the
same exact ideals as you.

I am asking for the membership of
this House to think on the idea of bi-
partisanship. It is my belief that we
owe it to the American people to work
together.

————

MUELLER INVESTIGATION

(Mr. MEUSER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. MEUSER. Madam Speaker, we,
our country, over the past 2 years have
lived through persistent and daily ac-
cusations against our President of Rus-
sian collusion in his election, accusa-
tions made by many Democrats and
the media. Our President was accused
of nothing short of high crimes and
misdemeanors.

A 2-year, thorough investigation was
carried out. Last Friday, perhaps the
most thorough investigation in recent
history concluded. The investigation
enjoyed not only complete, unlimited
access to witnesses, but the resources
of the entire Federal Government, in-
cluding the Department of Justice, the
FBI, and the intelligence community.

The Mueller investigation reached a
conclusion that no Russian collusion
took place nor was there any evidence
of any participation by any persons in
the campaign.

The verdict is in. Nevertheless, our
Democrat colleagues continue to talk
about a further investigation. Any fur-
ther investigations would not have the
fraction of resources of the Mueller in-
vestigation.

I ask: Seriously? Another investiga-
tion? This one was not enough? Or are
we prolonging for the sake of pro-
longing this issue?

We owe it to the American people to
accept the facts from a 2-year inves-
tigation, move on, and do the work we
were sent here to do. We owe this to
the American people.
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