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that an anonymous donor and the 
Charles Koch Foundation donated $30 
million earmarked specially for her or-
ganization. Guess whose interests she 
has been conveyed onto the DC Circuit 
Court of Appeals to protect. 

Now consider the case of Kisor v. 
Wilkie, a case currently before the Su-
preme Court. It hasn’t gotten much at-
tention. On its face, it is about an ob-
scure administrative law doctrine, but 
Kisor has been described as a ‘‘stalking 
horse for much larger game’’—whether 
administrative agencies can continue 
to have the independence they need to 
regulate in the public interests. At 
stake could be the power of the EPA to 
protect our air and water, of the De-
partment of Labor to continue to pro-
tect workers in the workplace, and of 
the Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion to protect investors against finan-
cial fraud. 

Many corporations hate regulation. 
The problem is regulations are pretty 
popular. Politicians may talk about 
cutting redtape, but their constituents 
really like clean air and clean water. 
They want safe workplaces and the 
peace of mind that their investments 
are sound. 

That is where judges like Neomi Rao 
and cases like Kisor come in. For dec-
ades we have operated in a system 
where Congress passes laws and admin-
istrative Agencies fill in the details 
and implement those laws using their 
regulatory power and their time, pa-
tience, and expertise to deal with com-
plex problems. It has worked extremely 
well. Cases like Kisor, however, slowly 
chip away at that system, shifting 
more and more power from expert regu-
latory agencies to courts and to courts 
filled with more and more judges like 
Neomi Rao. 

The Daily Beast influence reporter 
Jay Michaelson wrote: 

Sometimes thought of as a legal associa-
tion, the Federalist Society is actually a 
large right-wing network that grooms con-
servative law students still in law school 
(sponsoring everything from free burrito 
lunches to conferences, speakers, and jour-
nals), links them together, mentors them, 
finds them jobs, and eventually places them 
in courts and in government. 

Within this Federalist Society is this 
operation I have described, funded by 
dark money and designed to remake 
our judiciary on behalf of a distinct 
group of very wealthy and powerful, 
anonymous funders. Add to that the 
dark money funding the so-called Judi-
cial Crisis Network. Add to that the 
dark money funding the amicus briefs 
telling these judges what to do. Then 
look at the outcomes when the Fed-
eralist Society-selected appointees get 
a majority on the court. It is not a 
pretty sight. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business, 
with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

∑ Mr. BENNET. Mr. President. I wish 
to honor the distinguished career of 
Bruce Benson, the outgoing president 
of the University of Colorado. Through 
his tenacity and hard work, Bruce 
made the university and the State of 
Colorado a better place. CU is one of 
the Nation’s great universities, and 
Bruce’s contributions, including the 
record-breaking growth in research 
funding, have made it a source of state-
wide pride. 

Bruce would admit that he was origi-
nally reluctant to take the job and 
with good reason: He had already en-
joyed a long and fruitful career in poli-
tics, philanthropy, and business. How-
ever, those experiences and relation-
ships were exactly what made Bruce so 
effective. As only he could, Bruce was 
able to use these experiences to further 
CU’s standing as one the Nation’s 
prominent public universities and re-
search institutions. 

Under Bruce’s leadership, the univer-
sity’s research funding reached record 
levels, surpassing $1 billion during the 
last academic year. This money al-
lowed for critical research in bio-
technology, healthcare, energy, and 
aerospace and a number of other fields. 
Additionally, CU had its 6 best fund-
raising years during his time at the 
helm, including a record $440.4 million 
between 2017 and 2018. All the while, 
Bruce guided efforts to implement 
operational efficiencies, cut bureauc-
racy, and improve business practices at 
the university. Successes like these so-
lidify Bruce’s legacy and his commit-
ment to the future of Colorado. It is 
worth noting that he is retiring as the 
longest serving CU president in more 
than half a century. 

Bruce has always been a tireless 
champion for Colorado’s young people. 
He worked to make the DPS Founda-
tion into the great civic organization it 
is today. He has also done extraor-
dinary work at Children’s Hospital Col-
orado. 

Bruce has consistently worked to 
change the lives of children and stu-
dents across the State of Colorado, 
from the youngest of kids to college 
graduates. I know I speak on behalf of 
all of Colorado when I say that we are 
all grateful for his service.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING TREASURE COUNTY 

∑ Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, this 
week I have the honor of congratu-

lating Treasure County for 100 years of 
as one of Montana’s 56 counties. 

Although one of the least populous 
counties in Montana, Treasure boasts 
many historic buildings that incor-
porate the rich history of Big Sky 
Country from the Yucca Theater with 
its beautiful Spanish mission style ar-
chitecture that provided hope and en-
tertainment during the Great Depres-
sion, to the 1950s contemporary style 
courthouse in Hysham. With a popu-
lation less than a thousand, Treasure 
County’s rich lands provide a bounty 
for ranchers and farmers alike. 

Treasure County is an important 
part of Montana’s cherished history 
and remains a vital part of our State’s 
landscape. I congratulate the folks 
down in Treasure County on cele-
brating 100 years of excellence in local 
government.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING SAMYA STUMO 

∑ Mr. MARKEY. Mr. President, Samya 
Stumo, a University of Massachusetts 
Amherst graduate and resident of Shef-
field, MA, was tragically killed aboard 
Ethiopian Airlines flight 302. Samya, 
just 24 years old, was a champion of so-
cial justice, with a goal of revolution-
izing global health. Her undergraduate 
fieldwork in Peru challenged unjust so-
cial services; her master’s work in Eu-
rope gave a voice to marginalized pa-
tient groups living with viral hepatitis; 
and, most recently, she was working to 
disrupt the status quo in global health 
systems to help countries achieve uni-
versal healthcare coverage. She strove 
for all people and patients to be treated 
as human beings, particularly in con-
text of their culture, family, and indi-
viduality. She was a beacon of hope for 
Massachusetts, the Nation, and all of 
the lives she has touched.∑ 

f 

UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI’S BI-
CENTENNIAL RESEARCH AND IN-
NOVATION WEEK 

∑ Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, today 
I wish to recognize the University of 
Cincinnati on their bicentennial cele-
bration honoring 200 years of extraor-
dinary research. 

In January of 1819, two colleges were 
chartered by the state of Ohio: the 
Medical College of Ohio and Cincinnati 
College. Both are predecessors to to-
day’s University of Cincinnati. The 
opening enrollment of Cincinnati Col-
lege was roughly 70 students. Today, 
the University of Cincinnati has an en-
rollment of nearly 46,000 students, 
making it one of the largest univer-
sities in the Nation. UC stands as a 
Carnegie Research 1 university, with a 
living alumni base of more than 300,000; 
a world-acclaimed campus and top pro-
grams in music, health, design, science, 
and more; plus a $4.2 billion economic 
impact in its tristate region of Ohio, 
Kentucky, and Indiana. 

Next week, UC will be celebrating its 
Bicentennial Research and Innovation 
Week. The week will be honoring UC’s 
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