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past 200 years of extraordinary re-
search by showcasing the impactful, 
imaginative, and innovative work re-
searchers at UC are doing today. Exam-
ples of the research and innovation 
that will be highlighted during the 
week include demonstrations of con-
nected autonomous vehicles, presen-
tations on infrastructure to share data 
in smart secure cities, pitches by stu-
dent-inventors and entrepreneurs, dis-
cussions on partnerships needed for the 
goal of ending the opioid epidemic, 
highlights from experts in 
bioinformatics, neuroscience, and engi-
neering at the University of Cincinnati 
and its affiliated institutions and how 
they are pushing the boundaries of 
clinical and data sciences, and more. 

UC is proud of the broad societal im-
pacts the work of our researchers have 
had on Cincinnati, the region, and be-
yond. Congratulations to the Univer-
sity of Cincinnati for 200 years of re-
search and innovation excellence.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO DR. RONNIE BOOTH 

∑ Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina. Mr. 
President, today I would like to cele-
brate the service and achievements of 
Dr. Ronnie Booth of Anderson, SC, as 
he approaches his retirement from his 
position as president of the Tri-County 
Technical College. Dr. Booth, named 
the third president of TCTC in 2003, has 
spent the last 16 years helping to ad-
vance the college and community to its 
current level of unprecedented success. 

Under Dr. Booth’s leadership, Tri- 
County Technical College launched 
three community campuses, three 
workforce training centers, and eco-
nomic development, technology and 
student success centers among dif-
ferent campuses. He also created and 
established the Bridge to Clemson and 
Connect to College Programs, which 
both help to create pathways for stu-
dents of all backgrounds to achieve 
their goals. Other notable achieve-
ments during his tenure include the 
Technical Career Pathways Program, 
Michelin Manufacturing Scholars Pro-
gram, and I-BEST Manufacturing 
Pathway Program. 

Just this past year, Tri-County Tech-
nical College earned the top ranking in 
student success, transfer, and gradua-
tion among the 16 colleges in the SC 
Technical College System and also 
ranked in the top 1 percent nationally 
for successful transfers to 4-year col-
leges and universities. Community sup-
port and partnerships have also grown 
under Dr. Booth’s leadership, truly 
uniting the Tri-County area for the 
better. 

Dr. Booth has also been an active and 
engaged citizen, being a member of 
multiple professional associations, 
civic groups, and State and national 
boards. His commitment to improving 
the lives of his students, school, and 
community cannot be understated, and 
he has surely made a resoundingly 
positive impact on countless students, 
faculty, staff, and community mem-

bers. His leadership will not be soon 
forgotten, and I congratulate him on 
his successes, as well as wish him good 
fortune, on this next chapter in his 
life.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO SAMUEL B. OLDEN 

∑ Mr. WICKER. Mr. President, I am 
pleased to advise the Senate of the ac-
complishments of a fellow Mississip-
pian, Mr. Samuel B. Olden of Yazoo 
City, on the occasion of his 100th birth-
day. 

Mr. Olden is from Yazoo City, the 
gateway to the Mississippi Delta, 
where he was born in 1919, to a family 
of Mississippi planters. Throughout his 
youth, he read widely in the B.S. Ricks 
Memorial Library, the oldest privately 
funded public library in the State, 
which greatly contributed to his per-
sonal development and admission into 
the University of Mississippi in Oxford. 
There, he received a B.A. and M.A., re-
portedly conversed with Nobel Prize 
winning author William Faulkner, and 
was ultimately recruited to Wash-
ington, DC, to serve at the Department 
of State. Prior to American involve-
ment in World War II, Mr. Olden was 
sent abroad as the Vice Consul at our 
embassy in Quito, Ecuador, from 1941 
to 1943. Upon his return, Mr. Olden en-
listed in the U.S. Navy, serving from 
1943–46 at posts ranging from Shanghai, 
China, to Paris, France. 

After the war, Mr. Olden transited 
the north Atlantic on a Liberty ship. A 
fellow naval officer noted Mr. Olden’s 
fortitude during this stormy passage. 
While tending to his ailing father back 
in Mississippi, he received a letter from 
Washington asking him to consider de-
fending our Nation’s freedom, in a 
third, essential way. Mr. Olden re-
turned to the District of Columbia, 
where he was invited to join the newly 
formed Central Intelligence Group. 
Commencing in 1947, Mr. Olden spent 2 
years in the group’s Washington office, 
followed by 3 years in Vienna, Austria, 
where he defended freedom and democ-
racy against Communist aggression. 

Following a decade in public service, 
Mr. Olden entered the private sector, 
where he employed his experience 
abroad for Mobil Oil. From 1952–1957, he 
was posted in East and West Nigeria, 
British and French Cameroon, The 
Congo, Chad, and Gabon. He joined 
Mobil’s government relations depart-
ment in 1957 and returned to New York. 
There, he attained Observer status at 
the United Nations and strode the halls 
with Adlai Stevenson and Eleanor Roo-
sevelt. Later, he went abroad once 
more to serve as general manager of 
Mobil’s affiliates in Tunisia, Algeria, 
Peru, and Spain. 

By 1974, Mr. Olden was fluent in 
English, French, German, and Spanish. 
He had connections around the world. 
And where did he go? He chose to retire 
to the finest place that he had ever 
lived: Yazoo City. There, he owned and 
operated a cattle ranch for 15 years, 
while continuing to pursue his passion 

for the study of history. He was twice 
a board member and was elected presi-
dent of the Mississippi Historical Soci-
ety, served 15 years on the State Com-
mittee for the Center for the Study of 
Southern Culture at the University of 
Mississippi, and founded the Yazoo His-
torical Society’s remarkable museum, 
housed in the same Triangle Center 
building where he had attended ele-
mentary school. Even in his 90s, he es-
tablished and helped to fund the Yazoo 
Memorial Literary Walkway, which 
stretches between the Triangle Center 
and the B.S. Ricks Library. The walk-
way memorializes more than 100 
Yazooan authors that include former 
U.S. House Minority Leader and U.S. 
Senator John Sharp Williams, literary 
critic and editor Henry Herschel 
Brickell, Governor Haley Reeves 
Barbour, beloved writers Willie Morris, 
Teresa Nicholas, Ruth Williams, John 
Langston, and Caroline Langston 
Jarboe, and educator Henry Mitchell 
Brickell. His large collection of pre-Co-
lumbian ceramics is now on display in 
the Mississippi Museum of Art in Jack-
son and is the focus of Yumi Park’s 
book ‘‘Mirrors of Clay.’’ 

This remarkable man has served his 
Nation as a diplomat, military officer, 
and emissary, during wars hot and 
cold. He served the world in the energy 
industry as a global businessman of 
distinction. He returned to his home-
town and has continued to serve his 
State, his university, and his commu-
nity as a historian, educator, and phi-
lanthropist even into the tenth decade 
of his life. His friends across the Nation 
and around the world celebrate with 
him today.∑ 
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MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 10:08 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bills, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 297. An act to extend the Federal rec-
ognition to the Little Shell Tribe of Chip-
pewa Indians of Montana, and for other pur-
poses. 

H.R. 1388. An act to take lands in Sonoma 
County, California, into trust as part of the 
reservation of the Lytton Rancheria of Cali-
fornia, and for other purposes. 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

At 1:49 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed 
the following enrolled bill: 

S. 252. An act to authorize the honorary 
appointment of Robert J. Dole to the grade 
of Colonel in the regular Army. 

The enrolled bill was subsequently 
signed by the President pro tempore 
(Mr. GRASSLEY). 
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MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bill was read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 
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