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The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker.

———
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Merciful God, thank You for giving
us another day.

Your care and wisdom are shown to
us by the way You extend Your Kking-
dom into our world down to the present
day. Your Word reveals every aspect of
Your saving plan. You accomplish Your
designed purpose in and through the
hearts of the faithful who respond to
You.

Today, convert our minds and hearts
that we may become the great Nation
You hope us to be.

Help the Members of this people’s
House to seek Your presence in the
midst of their busy lives. Animate
them with Your spirit and help them to
perform their appointed tasks to come
to solutions that will redound to the
benefit of our Nation.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. CROW. Madam Speaker, pursu-
ant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote
on agreeing to the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. CROW. Madam Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8,
rule XX, further proceedings on this
question will be postponed.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from California (Mr. HARDER) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. HARDER of California led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to five requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

————————

SALARY EQUALITY

(Mr. HARDER of California asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. HARDER of California. Madam
Speaker, I rise today because it is abso-
lutely absurd that in the year 2019,
women are still paid less than men, 77
cents on the dollar compared to men,
but it is even worse for women of color.
Latina women make only 53 cents on
the dollar.

That is why I was so proud to support
the Paycheck Fairness Act, which in-
cluded our amendment to specifically
support women of color.

There are thousands of Latina
women in my district who work hard
day in, day out, only to be paid half
what their male counterparts get. It
hurts them, it hurts their families, and
it hurts our Central Valley commu-
nity.

This is an equality issue, but it is
also an economic issue. In fact, almost
a quarter of the families in the Central
Valley have a woman as their bread-
winner.

It is 2019. It is time that women, es-
pecially Latina women, are not left be-
hind.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues in the Senate to take up this
bill and make sure we are lifting up ev-
eryone in our communities.

————

CONGRESS MUST UPHOLD IDEA
PROMISE

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, in the 1970s, Congress
made a commitment to provide a free
and appropriate education to students
with disabilities.

While we have made tremendous
progress, thanks to the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act, we
have also failed to fully fund the cost
of special education that was promised
by Congress at that point in time.

Congress promised to cover 40 per-
cent of the extra cost of special edu-
cation, but we have never come close
to fulfilling that promise. In fact, cur-
rent funding remains only at 14 percent
of the targeted amount.

Mr. Speaker, that is shameful.

This means our students and schools
suffer, it means that the programs will
be cut, it means schools won’t be able
to recruit and retain qualified teach-
ers, and above all else, it means that
students with disabilities will not be
able to succeed, not without the appro-
priate high-quality services they de-
serve.

That is why I proudly cosponsored
the bipartisan IDEA Full Funding Act,
which would mandate gradual in-
creases in IDEA funding to reach that
full commitment made by Congress of
40 percent by fiscal year 2029 and each
subsequent fiscal year.
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