H2906

his relations with the Russians to law
enforcement, which is a crime, and was
convicted and, in fact, pled.

I understand what Mr. Barr has said
in a 4-page letter after some 48 hours of
review of all of the documents, all of
the evidence, that was adduced. None
of us really knows. I am not going to
make a conclusion until I have an op-
portunity to review the report. I hope
we will have a full debate on that.

All of us are concerned, Republicans
and Democrats, about the extraor-
dinary number of people very close to
the President—and, most importantly,
Flynn, who was the National Security
Advisor to the President—who were
convicted of lying to law enforcement,
some not paying their taxes and cheat-
ing the American people and all of us
by not paying their fair share of what
was due. I think that ought to be of
concern to all of us.

These weren’t just some people. They
were the President’s campaign chair-
man. They were one of the President’s
foreign policy advisers, Mr.
Papadopoulos. It was his personal at-
torney for 10 years, a so-called fixer,
did anything he was told or implied to
do. We all ought to have concern about
that.

But we ought to also be happy that,
hopefully, correctly, Mr. Mueller found
that we were not in a conspiracy with—
I don’t know about that, but colluding
with—I don’t really know what that ex-
actly means; I have a sense, but it is
not a legal issue—that the President
did not, because any President who did
collude with a foreign government that
was clearly not our friend and, indeed,
for the most part, our competitor and,
yes, enemy, that would be something, I
think, of which all of us would be ex-
traordinarily concerned. I am glad that
Mr. Mueller didn’t find that.

But to think that, as the President
says, this was a whitewash and no
problems when five or six of your clos-
est allies and friends have been or are
about to be sent to jail, that is not
something to be happy about.

It wasn’t that Mueller didn’t find
wrongdoing. What Mueller didn’t find
was, beyond a shadow of a doubt, there
was criminal behavior on which he be-
lieved he could act. That is what Barr
said. And, in fact, Mr. Mueller, in
Barr’s letter, concluded that the Presi-
dent could not be exonerated or in-
dicted on the basis of obstruction of
justice. He made a conclusion that
there was not sufficient evidence.

We don’t know the answer to that
question, but Mr. Mueller says that he
could not find beyond a reasonable
doubt and, therefore, made no assess-
ment as to whether he did or did not.

In any event, we need to move on, as
I said, Mr. Speaker, with the people’s
business: jobs, healthcare, integrity in
government, safety in our neighbor-
hoods, education of our children, and
the health of our people.

Mr. Speaker, I want to tell the whip
that I look forward to working with
him on such an agenda for the people.
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Mr. SCALISE. Mr. Speaker, I share
the gentleman’s concern about address-
ing those important issues.

I will say, for the five people whom
the gentleman referenced, anybody
who broke the law ought to be held ac-
countable. But after 500 witnesses are
interviewed and over 2,800 subpoenas,
all looking to find collusion with the
Russian Government, not one of the
people the gentleman mentioned had
anything to do with colluding with the
Russian Government.

If they made misstatements or if
they didn’t pay their taxes, after 2,800
subpoenas, then make sure that they
are held accountable for the things
they did, but don’t suggest that it had
anything to do with collusion with
Russia, because it didn’t.

Again, Mr. Speaker, go pull 500
names out of the phonebook, and if you
put the full weight of the United States
Government and 2,800 subpoenas into
looking into 500 random people, I am
sure not one of them will have done
anything wrong—and hopefully not.
But if they did and it had nothing to do
with what you were initially looking
for, let’s not try to suggest it had any-
thing to do with collusion, because it
didn’t.

We will see the full report. We look
forward to seeing that. Again, hope-
fully, if the full report shows what we
have already seen in the summary,
that there was no collusion, then peo-
ple who have been claiming there was
collusion will also hold themselves ac-
countable and maybe apologize, maybe
recant, but surely stop continuing any
kind of witch hunt and then focus on
these important issues like getting our
economy even stronger; working with
this President to solve big problems
which we have the opportunity to do to
get a real trade agreement with our
neighbors Mexico and Canada, all of
whom want to have better trade rela-
tionships with us and help benefit our
economy, create more jobs, and have
fairer labor standards; something we
have in front of us, an opportunity to
do in a bipartisan way, maybe get a
budget agreement so that we can have,
certainly well before the September 30
deadline, how we are going to fund our
government in a responsible way, make
sure our men and women in uniform
don’t have to wonder whether or not
they are going to get paid while they
are deployed in a foreign country;
make sure we can focus on lowering
healthcare costs; and immigration re-
form that can solve some of the big
problems on border security and some
of the other areas.

So, hopefully, we can find agreement
on that, and I am sure, in the coming
weeks, we will on some, if not all,
those issues. I look forward to working
with the gentleman to do that.

I appreciate, while we go back and
forth sometimes, we can have a little
fun with our hobbies, but we also have
big, important tasks; and I know that
the gentleman carries out his role in
the most responsible way to promote
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the agenda that he thinks is best for
this country, as do I, and, ideally, we
can find a lot of intersection where we
can work together to get really good
things done for the American people.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMOR-
ROW, AND ADJOURNMENT FROM
FRIDAY, MARCH 29, 2019, TO MON-
DAY, APRIL 1, 2019

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at 2:30 p.m. tomorrow, and fur-
ther, when the House adjourns on that
day, it adjourn to meet at noon on
Monday, April 1, 2019, for morning-hour
debate and 2 p.m. for legislative busi-
ness.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CASE). Is there objection to the request
of the gentleman from Maryland?

There was no objection.

———
O 1200

RECOGNIZING JOHN OSTENBURG
OF PARK FOREST, ILLINOIS

(Ms. KELLY of Illinois asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
in recognition of Mayor John
Ostenburg of Park Forest, Illinois: son,
husband, father, grandfather, mayor,
trustee, legislator, leader, collabo-
rator, author, teacher, speaker, editor,
reporter, environmentalist, unionist,
merchant, director, adviser, lecturer,
painter, reader, traveler, neighbor, hu-
manitarian, and ubiquitous friend.

“We do not exist for ourselves,” his
mentor once said.

When theologian Thomas Merton ut-
tered those simple words, it likely
tickled the eardrums and, certainly,
the fancy of our friend, John
Ostenburg.

To be clear, John enjoys his various
vocations, but it just so happens that
many endeavors share a common
thread: to serve others for the greater
good.

He makes sure everything he does,
every role he plays, positively impacts
others. That is who he is.

A perpetual student of mankind and
relentless advocate of Chicago’s South-
land, John’s omnipotence comes com-
plete with the genuine chuckle of a
friend, the wise grin of a mediator, the
dignified humility of a monk.

With career highlights too long to
list and colleagues too numerous to
count, I commend and thank John
Ostenburg for his longtime service to
residents across the Second Congres-
sional District of Illinois.

On their behalf and on behalf of the
Congress of the United States, I wish
Park Forest Mayor John Ostenburg
Godspeed as he retires from elective of-
fice, if not from public service.
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