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The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY).

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

King of our lives, we acknowledge
Your sovereignty, believing because of
You we live and move and have our
being.

Show our lawmakers how to use this
day’s fleeting minutes to accomplish
Your purposes on Earth. Make our Sen-
ators Your instruments of deliverance,
causing justice to roll down like waters
and righteousness 1like a mighty
stream. Sanctify their thoughts, words,
and deeds throughout this day and all
of their tomorrows. Lord, provide them
with goodness, grace, and wisdom for
the living of these days.

We pray in Your Holy Name. Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
HYDE-SMITH). Under the previous order,
the leadership time is reserved.

The Senator from Iowa.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent to speak for 1
minute as in morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————
FLOODING IN IOWA

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President,
Governor Reynolds designated this
week as ‘‘Severe Weather Awareness

Senate

Week” in Iowa. That goes beyond just
a flooding situation; it is because of
the catastrophic flooding throughout
our State and to tell everybody that it
is not over. The National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration has
warned of significant spring flooding
yet to come.

We are seeing increased flows in the
Missouri River, the Mississippi River,
and their tributaries. Iowans should re-
view their insurance policies for gaps
and consider flood insurance. That is
one of the things Governor Reynolds is
suggesting. Also, it would be good to
have a plan in case it is necessary to
evacuate, including important personal
belongings and pets. FEMA’s website,
ready.gov, can help you with that in-
formation.

Iowans know severe weather, includ-
ing massive snowstorms, flooding, tor-
nadoes, and heavy winds. The key is
that we prepare, help our neighbors,
and stay vigilant.

I thank Governor Reynolds for alert-
ing people to the future, as well as wor-
rying about the past.

Thank you.

I yield the floor.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized.

DISASTER FUNDING

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
in recent months, my home State of
Kentucky has been hit by severe
weather. Over half of our 120 counties
have reported flood damage. Governor
Bevin has placed the entire Common-
wealth under a state of emergency and
mobilized resources to help with recov-
ery. Local, State, and Federal emer-
gency officials have started assessing
the flood damage. My staff and I are
monitoring the progress to provide as-
sistance wherever we can. I look for-

ward to meeting with the Kentucky
emergency management director later
today to get the latest updates.

Unfortunately, my State is not
alone—far from it. Many States are
currently bearing heavy burdens in the
wake of powerful natural disasters.
Families in Florida and the Carolinas
are still picking up the pieces from a
damaging hurricane season. In Ala-
bama and Georgia, recovery is just be-
ginning after vicious tornadoes. The ef-
fects of serious flooding remain across
the Southeast. In places in the Mid-
west, such as Iowa, Missouri, Kansas,
and Nebraska, many Americans are
still waiting, praying, and working to
mitigate the destruction from dev-
astating flooding. Many communities
are still literally under water.

I know right now the entire Senate is
especially mindful of the destruction in
America’s heartland, so I am grateful
for the efforts of several colleagues to
bring forward a package of supple-
mental disaster relief funds to address
the most urgent needs.

The legislation we are considering
this week would help growers and pro-
ducers with storm-related crop losses.
It would help local infrastructure—
from roads to schools and hospitals—
resume full operation. It would help
our Nation’s military restore readiness
at bases and installations that were
caught in harm’s way.

Thanks to Chairman SHELBY, Sen-
ators ISAKSON, PERDUE, SCOTT, RUBIO,
and others, we will have the oppor-
tunity to deliver critical resources to
the communities facing the long road
back to normal. I hope each of our col-
leagues will join me in supporting this
measure, which will do just that.

———

THE GREEN NEW DEAL

Mr. McCONNELL. Now, Madam
President, on an entirely different mat-
ter, this week, the American people
saw our Democratic colleagues go on
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