March 28, 2019

[Rollcall Vote No. 54 Ex.]

YEAS—95
Alexander Gardner Perdue
Baldwin Gillibrand Peters
Barrasso Graham Portman
Bennet Grassley Reed
Blackburn Harris Risch
Blumenthal Hassan Roberts
Blunt Hayvley Romney
Boozman Hglnrlch Rosen
Eraun glrono Rounds
rown oeven ;

Burr Hyde-Smith g;s Sl eo
Cantwell Inhofe Schatz
Capito Isakson S

X chumer
Cardin Johnson Scott (FL)
Carper Jones Seott (SC)
Casey Kaine
Cassidy Kennedy Shaheen
Collins King Shelby
Coons Klobuchar Slngma
Cornyn Lankford Smith
Cortez Masto Leahy Tester
Cotton Lee Thune
Cramer Manchin Tillis
Crapo Markey Toomey
Cruz McConnell Udall
Daines McSally Van Hollen
Duckworth Menendez Warner
Durbin Merkley Warren
Enzi Murkowski Whitehouse
Ernst Murphy Wicker
Feinstein Murray Wyden
Fischer Paul Young

NAYS—1
Sanders
NOT VOTING—4

Booker Stabenow
Moran Sullivan

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table, and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
actions.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will resume legislative session.

———

SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2019

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Utah.
FREE TRADE RESOLUTION

Mr. LEE. Mr. President, for the last 3
years, the world has watched with rapt
attention as the United Kingdom has
debated and negotiated that country’s
exit from the European Union after the
historic Brexit vote in June of 2016.

There have been multiple deals pro-
posed since then, and now the deadline
for withdrawal fast approaches this
Friday. As the special ally of Britain
for a very long time—a very close ally
for well over 100 years—this is and it
ought properly be of great interest to
us in the United States of America.

Throughout times of change and tu-
mult, the UK has been one of our
staunchest and most loyal allies. We
stood beside each other through two
world wars and throughout the Cold
War. Now, in the 21st century, the
United States and the United Kingdom
have become even stronger friends and
partners, both in the fight against
global terrorism and for freedom,
peace, and prosperity.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

The United Kingdom, significantly, is
the seventh largest trading partner the
United States has. In 2017 alone, we are
talking about $232 billion in goods that
were traded between our two countries.
Now, Britain’s impending exit from the
European Union presents an enormous
opportunity to strengthen and to pre-
serve our special relationship.

As the Brexit deadline approaches,
the United States should stand ready
and willing to negotiate a free trade
agreement with the United Kingdom,
which is the purpose of the resolution
that I want to bring before this body
today. Prior to this, we haven’t been
able to have true free trade with Brit-
ain, precisely because the UK was a
member of the EU and, therefore, had
to play by its rules.

Yet once the UK leaves, it will re-
claim the authority to make its own
trade agreements, opening up a window
of opportunity for genuine, bilateral
free trade with our own country. Such
an agreement would advance pros-
perity on both sides of the Atlantic as
an engine of economic liberty.

This resolution—the one I would like
to bring up and plan to bring up either
later today or Monday, based on the
schedule I am trying to negotiate with
Senator WYDEN—is a good deal. It is a
good deal for the United States and for
the United Kingdom. I think it is such
a no-brainer, in fact, that most Ameri-
cans would probably be surprised to
find out that we don’t already have a
free trade agreement with our friends
on the other side of the pond.

Yet there are some objections to this
resolution. Some of my colleagues have
argued that by encouraging a free
trade agreement with Britain, we
would somehow be meddling in this af-
fair or picking sides, or that we would
somehow be affirming Brexit. Yet this
resolution that I want to offer and am
suggesting that we call up and pass by
unanimous consent, itself, says noth-
ing about whether or not Brexit should
or should not happen—not at all. That
is not a decision that belongs to this
body, and it is not a decision that I am
even suggesting that this body make.
It is not ours to make. It is a decision
for the British people to make—the
people of the United Kingdom—and
they, of course, have made it. They
have decided to stand on their own. We
should stand with them just as they
have stood beside us in conflict after
conflict, in cause after cause, defending
the dignity of the immortal human
soul and the cause of freedom through-
out the world.

Others have claimed that the point of
this measure is somehow to lambaste
the EU, but this, too, badly misses the
point, which is simply to preserve a
unique and important alliance and to

promote America’s interests in the
world.
Finally, some have suggested that

this resolution that I want to propose
and call up and pass before this body
did not go through the Finance Com-
mittee. First of all, this is not a com-

S2079

plicated resolution. It is simple. It is a
straightforward, 2-page resolution de-
claring the sense of the Senate that
No. 1, the United States has and should
have a close, mutually beneficial trad-
ing and economic partnership with the
United Kingdom without interruption
and, No. 2, that the President, with the
support of Congress, should lay the
groundwork for a future trade agree-
ment between the United States and
the United Kingdom.

Also, the vast majority of resolutions
that simply specify a general sense of
the Senate do not normally go through
the full-blown legislative committee
process. A straightforward assertion of
friendship, support, and economic part-
nership with one of our oldest and clos-
est allies in the world should not be
controversial—not in the least. Amer-
ica’s special relationship with the
United Kingdom is special because we
make it so—our two peoples, our two
governments.

It is not our job to decide whether or
not the UK stays in the EU. It is up to
the British people to decide whether to
stick with the EU or not. It is up to us
to decide whether we stick with the
British, and we should. We should do
that by supporting this resolution
today.

Thank you, Mr. President.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oklahoma.

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, I
want to be able to talk about a couple
of subjects today, but I want to be able
to set the context on these with the
recognition of Women’s History Month.
A lot of fairly remarkable ladies in
Oklahoma have set American history
and world history into a different pace
based on what they have done in the
past.

I can’t help, when I am talking about
Women’s History Month, to be able to
talk about my own mom, who is a
pacesetter in her own leadership. She
was a student, librarian, and mom. She
went through elementary school librar-
ian and high school librarian and then
became the director of libraries for a
very large school district.

She led the way for our family and
community. She even led the American
Association of School Librarians
around the country. She was a pace-
setter there.

There are other pacesetters that I
would highlight who are OKklahoma
pacesetters. The first is Claire Luper.
Born in Okfuskee County, OK, in 1923,
Claire Luper was the first African-
American student to enroll in the His-
tory Department at the University of
Oklahoma. She was a civil rights lead-
er. She led Americans at lunch
counters in 1958 as she was seated there
and helped to train youth to be seated
at lunch counters to break through the
racism that was existing in Oklahoma
City and in Oklahoma.

Claire Luper herself was arrested 26
times for just eating lunch—for just
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