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Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I am 

pleased to introduce, along with the 
senior Senator from California, Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN, the Smithsonian American 
Women’s History Museum Act. This 
bill would establish an American wom-
en’s history museum in our Nation’s 
Capital. 

American women have made invalu-
able contributions to our country in 
every field, such as government, busi-
ness, medicine, law, literature, sports, 
entertainment, the arts, and the mili-
tary. Telling the history of American 
women matters, and a museum recog-
nizing these achievements and experi-
ences is long overdue. 

In 1999, a Presidential commission on 
commemorating women in American 
history concluded that an ‘‘appropriate 
celebration of women’s history in the 
next millennium should include the 
designation of a focal point for wom-
en’s history in our Nation’s capital.’’ In 
2014, Congress took an important step 
toward realizing this goal when it 
passed legislation creating an inde-
pendent, bipartisan commission to 
study the potential for establishing 
such a museum in Washington, DC. 
Following 18 months of study, the bi-
partisan commission unanimously con-
cluded, ‘‘America needs and deserves a 
physical national museum dedicated to 
showcasing the historical experiences 
and impact of women in the country.’’ 
I could not agree more. 

The bill we are introducing takes the 
next step toward creating this national 
museum. Incorporating the rec-
ommendations of the bipartisan Com-
mission, the bill would establish a na-
tional museum to collect, study, and 
create programs incorporating and ex-
hibiting a wide spectrum of American 
women’s experiences, contributions, 
and history. The Smithsonian Institu-
tion would be the governing body, en-
suring that this museum is free and 
open to all who visit Washington, DC. 
Following the Commission’s rec-
ommendation, the Smithsonian has 
begun an American Women’s History 
Initiative to increase its research and 
programming related to American 
women, past and present. 

Mr. President, this year we com-
memorate the 100th anniversary of 
American women’s suffrage and the 
decades-long fight for women’s equal-
ity at the ballot box. The story, lead-
ers, and lessons of women’s suffrage are 
among the most powerful in our na-
tion’s history. Amid celebrations of 
that historic moment, I can think of 
few better ways to honor those women 
and that momentous achievement than 
by passing this legislation. A museum 
dedicated to women’s history would 
help ensure that future generations un-
derstand what we owe to those Amer-
ican women who have helped build, sus-
tain, and advance our society. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
legislation. 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 128—COM-
MEMORATING THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE NATIONAL 
PARKS CONSERVATION ASSOCIA-
TION 

Mrs. MURRAY submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources: 

S. RES. 128 

Whereas on May 19, 1919, a group of sci-
entists, artists, and civic leaders met in 
Washington, District of Columbia, and 
founded the National Parks Association, now 
known as the National Parks Conservation 
Association; 

Whereas Robert Sterling Yard, founder of 
the National Parks Conservation Association 
and first Chief of Education of the National 
Park Service, led a 6-member committee to 
develop the articles of incorporation for the 
National Parks Conservation Association 
‘‘to further the view of national parks as 
classrooms and museums of nature’’; 

Whereas the National Parks Conservation 
Association has grown from 1 staff member 
to a community of organizers, policy ex-
perts, attorneys, communications profes-
sionals, and more than 1,300,000 members and 
supporters, all dedicated— 

(1) to advocating for parks in the United 
States; and 

(2) to inspiring future generations to be 
good stewards of public spaces; 

Whereas the mission of the National Parks 
Conservation Association, ‘‘protecting and 
enhancing America’s National Park System 
for present and future generations’’, is as rel-
evant in 2019 as the mission was in 1919; 

Whereas, a century after being established, 
the National Parks Conservation Associa-
tion— 

(1) continues to act as a passionate and 
outspoken defender of the national parks of 
the United States; and 

(2) represents people from different back-
grounds coming together to fulfill a unique 
mandate to steward publicly shared land, 
independent of government and private busi-
ness; 

Whereas the founders of the National 
Parks Conservation Association envisioned 
national parks as incredible places deserving 
of protection and preservation for all people; 

Whereas the National Parks Conservation 
Association is dedicated to ensuring that all 
people can share in that vision, regardless of 
gender, race, or religious belief; and 

Whereas the National Parks Conservation 
Association plays a vital role in protecting 
places of unparalleled natural wonder, his-
torical significance, and cultural value with-
in the National Park System: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) commemorates the 100th anniversary of 

the founding of the National Parks Con-
servation Association; 

(2) recognizes the National Parks Con-
servation Association for 100 years of pro-
tecting and enhancing the National Park 
System for present and future generations; 

(3) applauds the past, present, and future 
efforts of the National Parks Conservation 
Association to advocate for the National 
Park System; and 

(4) wishes the National Parks Conservation 
Association continued success during the 
next 100 years as the National Parks Con-
servation Association strives to engage and 
inspire the public to advance the mission of 
the National Park System. 

SENATE RESOLUTION 129—HON-
ORING THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
AND LEGACY OF CÉSAR 
ESTRADA CHÁVEZ 
Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr. 

BENNET, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER, 
Mr. BROWN, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Ms. 
DUCKWORTH, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Ms. HAR-
RIS, Mr. HEINRICH, Ms. HIRONO, Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR, Mr. MARKEY, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Ms. ROSEN, Ms. SMITH, Ms. WAR-
REN, Mr. UDALL, Mr. DURBIN, and Mr. 
SANDERS) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 129 
Whereas César Estrada Chávez was born on 

March 31, 1927, near Yuma, Arizona; 
Whereas César Estrada Chávez spent his 

early years on a family farm; 
Whereas, at the age of 10, César Estrada 

Chávez joined the thousands of migrant farm 
workers laboring in fields and vineyards 
throughout the Southwest after a bank fore-
closure resulted in the loss of the family 
farm; 

Whereas César Estrada Chávez, after at-
tending more than 30 elementary and middle 
schools and achieving an eighth grade edu-
cation, left school to work full-time as a 
farm worker to help support his family; 

Whereas, at the age of 17, César Estrada 
Chávez entered the United States Navy and 
served the United States with distinction for 
2 years; 

Whereas, in 1948, César Estrada Chávez re-
turned from military service to marry Helen 
Fabela, whom he had met while working in 
the vineyards of central California; 

Whereas César Estrada Chávez and Helen 
Fabela had 8 children; 

Whereas, as early as 1949, César Estrada 
Chávez was committed to organizing farm 
workers to campaign for safe and fair work-
ing conditions, reasonable wages, livable 
housing, and the outlawing of child labor; 

Whereas, in 1952, César Estrada Chávez 
joined the Community Service Organization, 
a prominent Latino civil rights group, and 
worked with the organization to coordinate 
voter registration drives and conduct cam-
paigns against discrimination in East Los 
Angeles; 

Whereas César Estrada Chávez served as 
the national director of the Community 
Service Organization; 

Whereas, in 1962, César Estrada Chávez left 
the Community Service Organization to es-
tablish the National Farm Workers Associa-
tion, which eventually became the United 
Farm Workers of America; 

Whereas, under the leadership of César 
Estrada Chávez, the United Farm Workers of 
America organized thousands of migrant 
farm workers to fight for fair wages, health 
care coverage, pension benefits, livable hous-
ing, and respect; 

Whereas César Estrada Chávez was a 
strong believer in the principles of non-
violence practiced by Mahatma Gandhi and 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.; 

Whereas César Estrada Chávez effectively 
used peaceful tactics that included fasting 
for 25 days in 1968, 25 days in 1972, and 38 days 
in 1988 to call attention to the terrible work-
ing and living conditions of farm workers in 
the United States; 

Whereas, through his commitment to non-
violence, César Estrada Chávez brought dig-
nity and respect to the organized farm work-
ers and became an inspiration to and a re-
source for individuals engaged in human 
rights struggles throughout the world; 

Whereas the influence of César Estrada 
Chávez extends far beyond agriculture and 
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