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determination and hard work have allowed him
to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Saint Wake
is exemplary of the type of achievement that
can be attained with hard work and persever-
ance. It is essential students at all levels strive
to make the most of their education and de-
velop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Saint Wake for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments.

———

HONORING THE NAPA VALLEY
COLLEGE PUENTE PROGRAM

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 1, 2019

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to celebrate the Napa
Valley College Puente Program on the 15th
anniversary of its implementation.

Since its launch in 2004, the Puente Pro-
gram has served underrepresented community
college students in the Napa Valley. The cur-
riculum-focused program was designed to as-
sist Napa Valley College students that are sta-
tistically more likely to not finish college. The
Puente Program helps students acquire the
necessary skills for success in both their aca-
demic and professional careers. Students are
paired with a Counselor, English Instructor,
and Mentor to help them prepare to transfer to
a four-year college or university. The program
accepts all students, but the majority of stu-
dents link their background to Mexico and
other countries in Central and South America.
The Puente Program tailors its services and
class materials to connect students to their
Mexican-American and Latino identities.

The Puente Program also spurred the cre-
ation of the student-led Puente Club. The
Puente Club has been instrumental in collabo-
rating with the community on initiatives, includ-
ing the first ever Dreamer’s Conference. The
Napa Valley Community Foundation awarded
the program three grants to help further its
impactful work. Many of the students of the
Puente Program have already positively im-
pacted our community. Two students became
Napa County Student Leaders of the Year,
one is a dedicated social worker, some have
become Puente leaders, and even more have
returned to serve our community in myriad
ways.

The Napa Valley College Puente Program is
a member of the Northern California Statewide
Puente Project. It is governed by a statewide
Memorandum of Understanding and the col-
lege funds personnel and events. The Napa
Valley College Puente Program would not be
the successful and collaborative project it is
today without its founders, Cathy Gills, Mary
Salceda, and Christina Rivera.

Madam Speaker, the Napa Valley Puente
Program is an important institution in our com-
munity. It is therefore fitting and proper that
we honor the program on its 15th anniversary.
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IN MEMORY OF RAYMOND
CAUGHMAN

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 1, 2019

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam
Speaker, the people of Lexington and South
Carolina are mourning the loss of one of its
great citizens, Mr. Raymond Caughman.

He was “Mr. Lexington” leading the small
town of Lexington in banking and civic service
to be the center of one of America’s most dy-
namic counties. He and his wife, Lib, are be-
loved in the community. The following obituary
for Caughman-Harman Funeral Home clearly
indicates his achievements.

LEXINGTON.—Funeral services for Raymond
Sox Caughman, Sr., 92, will be held at 3:00
p.m. on Sunday, March 31, 2019, at St. David
Lutheran Church with interment to follow in
the church cemetery. The family will receive
friends from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. on Satur-
day, March 30, 2019, at the church. In lieu of
flowers, memorials may be made to St.
David Lutheran Church, 132 St. David’s
Church Road, West Columbia, SC 29170. Mr.
Caughman was born January 10, 1927 in Lex-
ington, SC, and passed away on Thursday,
March 28, 2019. He was a son of the late Willie
Morgan and Mary Catherine Sox Caughman.
Mr. Caughman was educated in the Lex-
ington Public Schools, graduating in 1944. He
attended the American Institute of Banking
from 1954 to 1957 and earned an Honorary
Doctorate from Newberry College. He served
in the US Army from July 20, 1945 through
December 31, 1946, serving with occupational
forces in China in 1946. Mr. Caughman’s em-
ployment included The Bank of Lexington,
of The Lexington State Bank (President and
CEO) and he retired from BB&T Bank and
was Coroner of Lexington County. He was
President of both the SC Bankers Associa-
tion and Independent Bankers of SC. His
many involvements included the Lexington
Chamber of Commerce, Lexington Rotary
Club, Lutheran Men, SC Lutheran Synod
(Treasurer), Lexington School District One
Board of Trustees and Educational Founda-
tion, Woodmen of the World (National Direc-
tor), 6-51 Club, Lexington County Planning

Commission, Central Midlands Planning
Commission, Walking Horse Association,
Lexington Medical Center Foundation

Board, and he was honored by Lexington Ex-
tended Care when a wing of one of the build-
ings was named ‘‘Caughman Way’. Mr.
Caughman is survived by his wife of 67 years,
Ann Elizabeth ‘Lib” Hook; children, Ann
Elizabeth Caughman Alexander (Gene),
Amanda Catherine ‘“‘Mandy’’ Caughman Der-
rick (John), Raymond S. ‘“Ray’’ Caughman,
Jr. (Ron); grandson, John Caughman Alex-
ander (Katie); granddaughters, Beth Ann
Alexander Bremer (Mike), Anna Catherine
Derrick Panning (Jonathan), Sarah Eliza-
beth Derrick; great-grandchildren, Anderson
Alexander, Caughman Alexander, Allie
Bremer and Jacob Panning and twin brother,
Hampton Sox Caughman, Sr. He was pre-
deceased by his siblings, Evelyn C. Segelken,
Zela C. Boozer, Henry Etta C. Frye, Henry
Morgan Caughman, Sue C. Shull, Elford
Caughman, Virginia C. Shull and Kenneth
Caughman. Caughman-Harman Funeral
Home, Lexington Chapel, is assisting the
family with arrangements.
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HONORING THE DISTRICT OF
COLUMBIA NATIONAL GUARD

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, April 1, 2019

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to ask the House of Representatives to join
me in recognizing another outstanding
achievement by the District of Columbia Na-
tional Guard. On February 1, 2019 Burkina
Faso became the 76th nation to join the State
Partnership Program—a Department of De-
fense joint security cooperation program ad-
ministered by the National Guard. The pro-
gram is executed by the individual states, terri-
tories and the District of Columbia. | am proud
to inform this body that the D.C. National
Guard and the Burkina Faso Armed Forces
will now be establishing a military-to-military
relationship focused on security cooperation.

The State Partnership Program provides an
equally beneficial relationship between armed
forces of partnering U.S. National Guard
states, territories, the District of Columbia and
foreign nations. It is administered by the Na-
tional Guard Bureau and guided by State De-
partment foreign policy goals. These partner-
ships support Combatant Command campaign
objectives, strengthen alliances, provide cost-
effective subject matter expert engagements
and enhance defense security.

The District of Columbia National Guard’s
partnership with Burkina Faso will be in addi-
tion to the current partnership between the
D.C. National Guard and Jamaica. Since
1999, the District of Columbia National Guard
has had a successful and productive partner-
ship with Jamaica. In 2018, the D.C. National
Guard and the Jamaica Defense Forces con-
ducted 17 key subject matter expert engage-
ments including work on drug-trafficking, mili-
tary police response and domestic security,
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief re-
sponse, and preparation for medical and den-
tal personnel, among other activities.

The Burkina Faso state partnership would
not have happened without the leadership of
Major General William J. Walker, the Com-
manding General of the D.C. National Guard,
Brigadier General Aaron R. Dean Il, the Adju-
tant General D.C. National Guard, Justin Som,
Burkina Faso’s Secretary General of the Min-
ister of Defense, Andrew R. Young, the U.S.
Ambassador to Burkina Faso Brigadier, Gen-
eral Moses Miningou, the Chief of General
Staff for the National Armed Forces of Burkina
Faso, and Brigadier General Steven
deMilliano, U.S. Air Force, Deputy Director for
Strategy, Engagement and Programs Direc-
torate at United States Africa Command. Many
others contributed as well from the D.C. Na-
tional Guard, Department of Defense, National
Guard Bureau and State Department.

As the D.C. National Guard embarks on this
new mission, | look forward to supporting them
every step of the way. | trust through their
dedication and sacrifices, they will help
strengthen shared national security goals
while fostering a partnership of peace, pros-
perity, and freedom for the people of Burkina
Faso and the region.



April 1, 2019

IN HONOR OF THE LIFE OF ADMI-
RAL DENNIS MATTHEW BROOKS

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, April 1, 2019

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam Speaker,
| rise to recognize the life of Admiral Dennis
Matthew Brooks.

Admiral Brooks was born on November 23,
1934 in Fairfield, Alabama. He married the
love of his life Dolores (Lorrie) Gober following
his graduation from the Naval Academy in
1957. They had three children, Mark, Amy and
Allison and two grandchildren, James and
Mary Katherine.

He served his country for 35 years until his
retirement in 1992. His assignments included
fighter pilot, test pilot and teacher at the Naval
Academy. His command assignments included
fighter squadrons VF-51 “Screaming Eagles”
and VF-121 “Pacemakers”, USS Kansas City
and USS Constellation, Carrier Group Seven
and Battle Force and Carrier Strike Forces of
the U.S. Seventh Fleet. In 1988, he was as-
signed as the initial commander of the Com-
bined Joint Task Force, Middle East, involving
all U.S. Forces in the Persian Gulf. Ashore
Admiral Brooks’ major assignments included
Director, Navy Space Command and Military
Director of the National Reconnaissance Of-
fice.

The USS Constellation (Connie) under the
command of then Captain Brooks was visited
by Ronald Reagan shortly after the President’s
recovery from wounds received in an assas-
sination attempt. Following his inspection, the
President declared “Connie” to be “America’s
Flagship”, presented the crew a presidential
flag and announced: “Let friend and foe alike
know that America has the muscle to back up
its words, and ships like this and men like you
are that muscle.” Later the Connie gained her
motto, “Go Ahead Make My Day”, which was
painted on the ship’s island.

Following his Navy career, the Admiral and
Lorrie retired to Pell City where he continued
his service as Rotary District Governor for Dis-
trict 6860. His philanthropic efforts included
Pell City’s Habitat for Humanity, the Board of
the Eastern Health Foundation and the Pell
City Library Guild. He was an Eagle Scout and
continued throughout his life to be involved in
Scouting. Posthumously, the Greater Alabama
Scout Council presented the “Heart of an
Eagle” Award to his family.

Admiral Dennis Matthew Brooks, United
States Navy (Ret), of Pell City, Alabama,
passed away November 12, 2018. Admiral
Brooks lived an exemplary life and brought out
the very best in those who were fortunate to
serve with him in the Navy and those who
were fortunate enough to know him in civilian
life.

Madam Speaker, please join me in recog-
nizing the life of Admiral Brooks.
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RECOGNIZING CAPTAIN JEFFREY
SEAN SHOEMAKER, GAINESVILLE
FOR HIS GRADUATION FROM FBI
NATIONAL ACADEMY

HON. DOUG COLLINS

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 1, 2019

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to recognize Captain Jeffrey Sean
Shoemaker, of the Hall County Sheriff’s Office
who recently graduated from the FBI National
Academy in Quantico.

Captain Shoemaker has demonstrated a
commitment to being a part of the next gen-
eration of law enforcement leadership. His ca-
reer in public service is a remarkable example
of the devotion and reverence to our country
and its success that many in law enforcement
share.

The FBI National Academy provides law en-
forcement officers across the country with the
most up to date tools and training necessary
to fight crime on a multilateral front. Programs
such as the FBI National Academy course will
help with the prevention and prosecution of
even the most heinous crimes.

My father was a State Trooper for the State
of Georgia, and he was relentless in his duty
to protect and serve. As such, | am particularly
appreciative of Captain Shoemaker’'s duty to
serving the Hall County Sheriff's Office and |
would like to take this opportunity to com-
memorate all women and men who serve in
law enforcement. Their adherence to justice
safeguards our liberties.

Furthermore, | congratulate Captain Jeffrey
Sean Shoemaker on his completion of the pro-
gram and | hope that he continues to find a
sense of meaning and purpose in service to
his country and the people of Georgia.

HAYDEN WILLEY

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 1, 2019

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Hayden Willey
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award.

Hayden Willey is a student at Three Creeks
K-8 and received this award because his de-
termination and hard work have allowed him
to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Hayden
Willey is exemplary of the type of achievement
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels
strive to make the most of their education and
develop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Hay-
den Willey for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments.
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IN RECOGNITION OF THOMAS NYE

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 1, 2019

Mr. KEATING. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of the life of Thomas Nye, a
dedicated Marion firefighter, who led a life
committed to proudly serving his town and his
country.

Born and raised in Marion, Massachusetts,
Mr. Nye was part of a family with a long tradi-
tion of firefighting. Before his time at the Mar-
ion Fire Department, Mr. Nye served in the
Vietham War as an automotive mechanic and
regarded his military service with tremendous
pride.

Following his time in the military he worked
as a private auto mechanic, a skill that he car-
ried with him throughout his life. Mr. Nye was
appointed to service in the Marion Fire Depart-
ment in June of 1974 where he worked tire-
lessly for forty-five years.

Described by his family as a “gentle soul,”
Mr. Nye was always there when someone
needed a helping hand. His hard work and
dedication to his community impacted hun-
dreds of lives. Whether it was assistance with
station maintenance, or filling in for some of
the younger firefighters while they were work-
ing their private jobs, he would have done
anything for anyone in need.

Mr. Nye left us too soon on February 27,
2019, at the age of 72, after responding to
one final call. His commitment to his work and
to the people around him will long be remem-
bered by his colleagues, his friends, and our
entire community.

Madam Speaker, | am proud to honor the
life of Thomas Nye. | ask that my colleagues
join me in recognizing his lifetime of service to
others.

HONORING KAREN COLLINS
HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 1, 2019

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to honor Karen Collins
as the 2019 Honorary Alcaldessa for the City
of Sonoma, California. Ms. Collins has been
named Alcaldessa, the Spanish word for
mayor, in recognition of her contributions to
our community.

Ms. Collins is originally from Washington
State. She earned a Bachelor of Arts in Polit-
ical Science and History from Whitworth Col-
lege, a Master of Arts in American Govern-
ment from George Washington University and
a junior college teaching credential from San
Francisco State University. She is also a grad-
uate of the Public Affairs Institute of Wash-
ington, D.C.

Ms. Collins is a tireless advocate for the
preservation and protection of the environment
and has worked diligently towards this goal.
She is a current Commissioner of the Sonoma
County Regional Parks and Recreation Com-
mission, which she has also chaired three
times. Ms. Collins serves as Vice President of
the Board of Jack London Park Partners and
chairs its government relations committee.
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