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helped the county along its long way to 
recovery. 

Please join me in thanking Casey 
Dittrich for his proactive and diligent 
service to Antelope County, Nebraska. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 6 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1215 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI) at 2 
p.m.) 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Dear Lord, we give You thanks for 
giving us another day. 

We use this moment to be reminded 
of Your presence and to tap the re-
sources needed by the men and women 
of this assembly to do their work as 
well as it can be done. 

May they be led by Your holy spirit 
in the decisions they make. May they 
possess Your power as they steady 
themselves amid the pressures of per-
sistent problems. 

The issues facing our Nation this 
week are monumental to us but a part 
of the long history of political and pol-
icy debate that have created a great 
narrative of participative democracy. 

Send Your spirit of wisdom to the 
justices and upon the Members who 
serve in this people’s House, that the 
bills that lead forward might prove to 
be beneficial to our Nation and its peo-
ple. 

And may all that is done this day be 
for Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 
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THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I 
demand a vote on agreeing to the 
Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the Speaker’s approval 
of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I object to the vote on the 
ground that a quorum is not present 
and make the point of order that a 
quorum is not present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 
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PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. VELA) come 
forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. VELA led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 
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GERALDINE PENA CELEBRATES 
100TH BIRTHDAY 

(Mr. VELA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. VELA. Mr. Speaker, it is an 
honor to recognize Geraldine Pena of 
La Feria, Texas, as she celebrates her 
centennial birthday today. She was 
born on April 1, 1919, in Tucson, Ari-
zona. 

Geraldine, affectionately called 
Gerry, dropped out of high school to 
support her single mother and four 
younger siblings. After marrying her 
husband, Ralph, the couple relocated to 
his hometown of La Feria. There, she 
devoted her time to raising six chil-
dren. 

As her children grew older, Mrs. Pena 
was able to become more actively in-
volved in the community, always lend-
ing a hand when possible. She was also 
an active member of the American Le-
gion Auxiliary Post 409, and her in-
volvement included local, State, and 
national conventions in Texas and Ha-
waii. 

She is the proud grandmother of 13 
grandchildren and 13 great-grand-
children, with more expected in the 
coming years. 

I am pleased to honor Geraldine Pena 
for her legacy of unselfishness and gen-
erosity. Her devotion to her family and 
community is admirable, and I hope 
her 100th birthday celebration is filled 
with love and happiness. She is joined 
by family traveling from California, Il-
linois, Arizona, and across Texas. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in 
wishing Geraldine Pena a happy birth-
day and wishing her good health and 
prosperity. 

f 

RECOGNIZING LINCOLN HEIGHTS 
AS A NATIONAL HISTORIC PLACE 

(Ms. FOXX of North Carolina asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. FOXX of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise to recognize an historic 
moment for North Carolina’s Fifth Dis-
trict last week, when Lincoln Heights 
School in Wilkesboro joined the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places. 

From 1913 to 1927, Julius Rosenwald 
and Booker T. Washington built nearly 
5,000 schools in African American com-
munities by matching seed funds pro-
vided by public and private entities. 
Lincoln Heights is among the few of 
these schools remaining. Constructed 
in 1924, students attended from six sur-
rounding counties after facing dis-
crimination and lacking educational 
opportunities near their homes. 

As a National Historic Place, Lincoln 
Heights reminds us of the disgraceful 
history of segregation in our country, 
but our country is not defined by this 
injustice. Rather, as a nation, we are 
shaped by brave men and women who 
stand for justice when society fails. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO MICHAEL 
KRATSIOS 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, South Carolinians are grate-
ful that President Donald Trump has 
nominated Michael Kratsios, son of 
John and Maria Kratsios of Columbia, 
to be the U.S. Chief Technology Offi-
cer. He is a very successful and quali-
fied leader to develop technology ini-
tiatives for the White House. 

Under Michael’s leadership, the 
White House has been able to develop 
plans for artificial intelligence, quan-
tum computing, 5G, STEM education, 
and advanced manufacturing. Michael 
is a global leader and has proven that 
he is the best person to serve our coun-
try in this position. 

Among many accomplishments, Mi-
chael led the American Artificial Intel-
ligence Initiative, which secures Amer-
ican leadership and artificial intel-
ligence research and development and 
opens the door for greater innovation. 

Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross has 
praised the nomination of Michael 
Kratsios as putting a ‘‘knowledgeable 
leader at the helm of American tech-
nology.’’ 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, April 1, 2019. 
Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the 
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II 
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
April 1, 2019, at 11:20 a.m.: 

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 276. 
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