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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. BUTTERFIELD). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
April 2, 2019. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable G.K. 
BUTTERFIELD to act as Speaker pro tempore 
on this day. 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 3, 2019, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties. All time shall be 
equally allocated between the parties, 
and in no event shall debate continue 
beyond 11:50 a.m. Each Member, other 
than the majority and minority leaders 
and the minority whip, shall be limited 
to 5 minutes. 

f 

BROKEN PROMISES FOR 
HURRICANE MICHAEL RELIEF 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. 
Speaker, on October 10, 2018, a Cat-
egory 3 storm, Hurricane Michael, en-
tered my State of Georgia with a dev-
astating force. 

It was harvest time for the 2018 crop, 
and it was the best yield, especially for 
cotton, that we had seen in years. 
Farmers who had been suffering in the 

midst of low commodity prices, unfair 
trade prices, labor shortages, and con-
secutive years of storms now had relief 
in sight. Then entered Hurricane Mi-
chael, and it was all gone in a matter 
of hours. Not just the commodity crops 
like cotton, but the orchards, too. 

Since day one post-Hurricane Mi-
chael, I have worked side by side with 
my friend and my colleague, Congress-
man SANFORD BISHOP. Hurricane Mi-
chael didn’t discriminate between our 
district lines. I want to thank him for 
his help and his support of our State 
and our agricultural producers in Geor-
gia. 

Soon after the storm, the President, 
Vice President PENCE, and Secretary 
Perdue met with the two of us, our 
farmers, and our community leaders 
and promised to help them rebuild. 
Members of both parties, in both 
Chambers of Congress, echoed the same 
support. Six months later, and those 
promises of support have been broken. 
Never before have we seen commu-
nities that were wrecked with catas-
trophes neglected like this. 

Those votes in the Senate yesterday 
showed a lack of honor and dignity and 
how truly ugly and partisan politics 
have become. The truth is, if Hurricane 
Michael had hit Americans who 
weren’t farmers or farmers who aren’t 
Americans, the stories of yesterday’s 
cowardice would be the front page of 
every paper. 

Whether the press likes it or not and 
whether the Senators from New York 
or Vermont like it or not, we are 
Americans, too. And what happened 
yesterday was cowardly, partisan poli-
tics and truly un-American. 

f 

IMMIGRANT CONTRIBUTIONS TO 
NEW JERSEY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. SIRES) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor the hard work and dedication of 

immigrant communities across New 
Jersey and across this country. 

Earlier this month, the New Jersey 
Policy Perspective issued a report con-
firming something we have known for a 
long time in my district and in New 
Jersey: immigrants continue to serve 
as the backbone of Main Street. 

Immigrants make up 22 percent of 
the total State population, and immi-
grants own 47 percent of Main Street 
businesses. Immigrant communities 
own 81 percent of household mainte-
nance services, 79 percent of laundry 
businesses, and nearly 50 percent of 
child care centers and clothing stores. 
According to the study, immigrants 
contribute $4.4 billion a year to just 
the New Jersey economy, employing 
thousands and driving economic 
growth. 

This study is just another reminder 
that toxic rhetoric against immigra-
tion is a misguided attack against our 
neighbors, our teachers, our fire-
fighters, and local shop owners. As a 
first generation American, I can attest 
firsthand to the grit and determination 
needed to succeed in this country. 
These brave families sacrifice every-
thing to work hard in America and pro-
vide opportunities for their loved ones. 

Supporting immigrant communities 
is the right thing to do to advance 
American values and boost job growth 
across the country. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to say 
thank you to the immigrants working 
hard across the State of New Jersey 
and across this country. 

f 

FULL PROTECTION FOR BABIES 
BORN ALIVE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Louisiana (Mr. SCALISE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SCALISE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to address the House on an im-
portant issue, and maybe the most im-
portant issue, Mr. Speaker, and that is 
the issue of life. 
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