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We brought a bill forward, H.R. 962,
the Born-Alive Abortion Survivors Pro-
tection Act. This is a bill, Mr. Speaker,
that many wonder why is it even nec-
essary that we need a law to say that
if a baby is born alive, outside of the
womb, we need to give it the full pro-
tections under law.

Many people ask, Mr. Speaker, why
isn’t that already protected? If a baby
is born alive, it should have the full
protections of anybody else. And yet,
as we see in States like New York and
other States around the country, they
allow, in those States, the baby, even
after it is born alive, to be Kkilled. To
me, Mr. Speaker, that is murder, and
yet, in many States, they don’t have
the full protection that all of us enjoy.
How could that be, in the United
States of America, that a baby born
alive can still be killed after it is born
outside of the womb?

This issue transcends the abortion
debate. In fact, people across every
spectrum—Republicans, Democrats,
and Independents, even people who
align themselves as pro-choice—believe
it is wrong to murder the baby after it
is born alive, and yet it is still allowed.
There should be no reason that this is
a gray issue.

Today, Mr. Speaker, I will be joining
my colleague, ANN WAGNER, the lead
author of this bill, to start a discharge
petition: an opportunity for every
Member of Congress to make their
voices heard loud and clear that this
bill ought to come to this floor for a
full debate and, ultimately, for a vote.

We ought to pass this law, Mr.
Speaker. There should be no doubt. It
shouldn’t be a partisan issue. It
shouldn’t be an issue that we have dis-
agreement over, and yet we do. For
whatever reason, the Speaker will not
allow this bill, though, to come up for
a vote. We have tried time after time
to move unanimous consent to bring
this bill to the floor and, for months,
that motion has been denied.

The most vulnerable among us
should no longer be denied that protec-
tion under the law. Mr. Speaker, this
bill has to come up for a vote. This bill
has to be debated by the people’s
House.

Why not allow people all across the
country to participate in this debate?
As they find out about it, the reaction
I get is not a debate on political lines,
it is shock that this isn’t already law.

Every baby born alive, Mr. Speaker,
ought to have the full protection under
law that is currently provided to all of
us. H.R. 962 should be one of the easiest
things that we pass through this
House, yet, unfortunately, it has be-
come one of the most difficult. But
that is okay, Mr. Speaker. We know
that it is the difficult things that we
come here to do, not the easy, because
it would have already been done.

So we are going to be leading the
charge today, standing with people all
across the country. And, in fact, we are
actually bringing in people, Mr. Speak-
er, who survived an attempted abor-
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tion. It happens all across this country.
And when that baby is born alive, that
baby ought to have the full protection
under the law. We will start the proc-
ess today to ensure that that full de-
bate happens and, ultimately, that the
vote happens to pass the Born Alive
Act.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to sign on to this discharge pe-
tition.

——

AMERICANS DEPEND ON CLEAN
WATER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Mrs. NAPOLITANO) for 5 min-
utes.

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, as
the chair of the Transportation and In-
frastructure Subcommittee on Water
Resources and Environment, I rise to
celebrate Clean Water Week. I would
like to take this opportunity to high-
light the importance of water for our
communities, not only in my home
State of California, but across the
country. Americans depend on clean
water for their health, the health of
their communities, and the health of
the economy.

Our water resources are precious, and
every drop matters, which is why we
need significant Federal investment in
our Nation’s infrastructure and strong
Federal protections for our Nation’s
water resources.

We need to protect our waterways,
large and small, from pollution; ensure
we conserve our water resources; recy-
cle water where we can; and protect
our groundwater resources for long-
term reliance.

There are tremendous clean water in-
frastructure needs facing our country.
Our communities, large and small,
urban and rural, and tribal, as well as
our American families are facing great
challenges in meeting these needs.

Today, our Nation’s network of sew-
ers, stormwater conveyances, and
treatment facilities are aging, often
very outdated, and, in many places all
over the country, not meeting the
needs of our communities or water
quality standards.

We, in Congress, need to do more, not
only to renew the Federal financial
commitment to repair, replace, and up-
grade our water-related infrastructure,
but also to ensure that this work re-
mains affordable to all of our commu-
nities.

Today, too many Americans are un-
certain whether their drinking water is
safe for themselves and for their fami-
lies. Now is not the time to cut back on
the protections of our Nation’s clean
water. Yet, this administration is pro-
posing to do just that.

For more than 45 years, the Clean
Water Act has helped to protect our
streams, our rivers, our wetlands, and
our lakes, and provided States with the
tools to keep our waters clean. This ad-
ministration has proposed eliminating
longstanding protections for small

April 2, 2019

streams and wetlands, which play a
very important role in feeding our
drinking water resources. They also
help store water during storms and al-
leviate flooding, which, in turn, pro-
tects communities. These small
streams and wetlands help recharge
our groundwater supplies. They also
filter pollution and provide habitat for
fish and wildlife.

Clean and safe water is a very basic
human need. Unfortunately, this ad-
ministration has made it a priority to
dismantle the Clean Water Act, regard-
less of what the science or the law pro-
vides. The President’s
#DirtyWaterRule puts our water and
health at risk and must be stopped.

Our drought cycle in southern Cali-
fornia continues, even though we have
had repeated rain in March. We must
continue to conserve. This must be the
new norm for us in the West.

——
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CELEBRATING THE 100TH
ANNIVERSARY OF EASTERSEALS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize
Easterseals on its 100th anniversary.

BEasterseals is a network of more
than 70 leading nonprofit organizations
that provide local services and support
to children and adults with disabilities,
veterans, and older adults.

Founded in 1919 in Ohio, Easterseals
works nationwide, in almost every
State, to help Americans achieve mile-
stones, live independently, and be ac-
tive members of their communities.

Easterseals employs more than 30,000
professional staff across the country,
including therapists, nurses, employ-
ment specialists, and direct support
professionals who deliver high-quality
services.

Over the past century, BEasterseals
has helped millions of individuals and
families by assisting children who have
disabilities; helping them access early
intervention, including physical and
speech therapies, to help prepare them
for successful learning; providing in-
home and community adult day serv-
ices for seniors and people with disabil-
ities; helping individuals with disabil-
ities, veterans, and seniors find mean-
ingful employment; and providing
camping and recreational opportuni-
ties to youth and adults with disabil-
ities.

Mr. Speaker, Easterseals provides au-
tistic individuals early education, em-
ployment, camping, caregiving, trans-
portation, and other services to sup-
port Americans of all ages.

The number of children in the U.S.
with developmental delays is on the
rise. A recent study found that ap-
proximately 13 percent of infants and
toddlers have a developmental delay.
Research has also shown that one in
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