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opioid crisis, since the ACA requires in-
surance companies to cover substance
abuse treatment.

And the Republicans have no plan.
Take away the healthcare from Ameri-
cans; no plan to replace it. We ought to
reject that.

————
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HEALTHCARE SYSTEM THAT
WORKS FOR ALL AMERICANS

(Mr. PHILLIPS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PHILLIPS. Madam Speaker,
while traveling recently through my
home State of Minnesota, I met a won-
derful couple in their early 60s. They
were both teachers who had dedicated
their professional lives to enriching
our community by educating our chil-
dren.

They had done everything right,
saved as much money as they could,
and it was time to retire, until the hus-
band was diagnosed with early-onset
Alzheimer’s. Now, the out-of-pocket
costs for his care will wipe out all of
their retirement savings—all of their
savings.

Madam Speaker, I ask: What is our
President thinking?

This is an all-too-common story
played out in blue and red districts
throughout our Nation. Yet, we have a
White House determined to wipe out
the Affordable Care Act. It is callous;
it is wrong; and it is unacceptable. It is
time for us to make the moral decision
to ensure that all Americans have ac-

cess to affordable, high-quality
healthcare, no matter their cir-
cumstances.

That is why we just introduced a bill
in the House, led by my Minnesota col-
league, ANGIE CRAIG, to reduce pre-
miums and lower healthcare costs.
That is why I am a cosponsor of Con-
gressman DOGGETT’s bill to make pre-
scription drugs more affordable.

There is hard work to be done to
make our health system work for all
Americans, and we are doing it in the
House.

I say to President Trump and my Re-
publican colleagues that it is not too
late to abandon this misguided effort
to dismantle the ACA and join us to
work on real solutions. That is what we
are sent here to do.

——————

DON'T GET VOTED OFF THE IS-
LAND BECAUSE OF HEALTHCARE
COSTS

(Mr. LEVIN of Michigan asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. LEVIN of Michigan. Madam
Speaker, last week in Federal court,
President Trump radically expanded
his war on American’s healthcare, ask-
ing the court not only to strike down
protections for people with preexisting
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conditions, but to eliminate every last
protection and benefit provided by the
ACA.

I am a two-time cancer survivor. Two
of my four kids have lived with Crohn’s
disease for 14 years. There is no way to
spin this. Without the protections of
the Affordable Care Act, my family
would be in big trouble.

If America’s healthcare system was a
reality TV show, under this President’s
mean-spirited, every-person-for-himself
approach, I guess my family would get
voted off the island because, with the
hand God dealt us, we simply cost too
much.

This week, the people’s House will
vote to make clear that we don’t be-
lieve in that vision of America, and we
will not stand idly by while Mr. Trump
does everything he can to take away
the protections and the benefits that
American families like mine depend
on.

Madam Speaker, I implore my Re-
publican colleagues to stand with us
and improve the ACA for the American
people.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President.

——————

HEALTHCARE—REINSURANCE,
PREEXISTING CONDITIONS, PRE-
SCRIPTION DRUGS

(Mrs. CRAIG asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. CRAIG. Madam Speaker, we
have an urgent problem that we must
immediately find common ground on
to solve. If healthcare isn’t affordable,
it is not accessible. That is why I led
the introduction of the State Health
Care Premium Reduction Act, a bill to
lower the cost of health insurance pre-
miums in the individual market by 10
percent, on average, across the coun-
try. But that is only part of the solu-
tion.

Fifty-one percent of nonelderly peo-
ple in my congressional district have a
preexisting condition. That is why it is
critical that we pass the bill that I
have cosponsored, the Protecting Pre-
Existing Conditions and Making Health
Care More Affordable Act of 2019.

I will fight this administration every
day if they roll back healthcare in this
country. It is not perfect, but we have
to put aside the petty politics of the
past and quit thinking that if we fix
our Nation’s healthcare, somehow we
are handing the other side a victory.

People across this country need our
help. They need us to fix the cost of
prescription drugs. They need us to un-
leash generic competition.

————

CONDEMN CRUSADE TO TAKE
AWAY HEALTHCARE
(Mr. ROUDA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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Mr. ROUDA. Madam Speaker, last
week, the President put a five-alarm
fire on American families by putting
the government’s weight behind a law-
suit designed to cripple many
healthcare protections. The ordinary
people whose lives will be upended by
this decision have been offered a raw
deal to blow up healthcare and fix it
later, but even that is a false promise.

There is no plan to help the 316,000
people with preexisting conditions in
coastal Orange County or the millions
of Americans across our country. There
has been no plan for 10 years.

We have to recognize that the inabil-
ity to pay healthcare expenses is the
leading cause of personal bankruptcy
in the United States and a leading
cause of homelessness.

I hope my Republican colleagues will
have the chance to show the American
people that Congress isn’t completely
without common sense and decency by
voting for our resolution Tuesday con-
demning this ideological crusade to
take away healthcare from millions of
needy American families.

————

UNIVERSAL HEALTHCARE
COVERAGE

(Mr. DELGADO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DELGADO. Madam Speaker,
today, I rise to highlight the need for
our country to finally achieve uni-
versal healthcare coverage.

As the wealthiest country in the
world, there is simply no excuse for us
to be the only developed country left
without universal healthcare. There
are a lot of different ways to achieve
universal healthcare, and I believe that
a public option is the best way for us to
get there. That is why I was pleased
yesterday to introduce the Medicare-X
Choice Act, which will finally bring our
country to universal healthcare cov-
erage.

My bill will combine Medicare physi-
cian networks and reimbursement
rates with ACA coverage standards to
create a new public option available to
all Americans. My bill would allow
those who are happy with their em-
ployer-provided insurance to keep it,
while offering another more affordable
coverage option to those in need.

With this bill, we are introducing
more choice and more competition to
the marketplace, starting in the places
that need it most, like rural areas with
provider shortages. This much-needed
competition will drive down costs for
everyone.

Our constituents expect us to take on
the big issues impacting their lives.
This should not be a partisan issue. We
must roll up our sleeves and get to
work so we can lower the cost of cov-
erage for all Americans.
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PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF S8.J. RES. 7, DIRECTING THE
REMOVAL OF UNITED STATES
ARMED FORCES FROM HOS-
TILITIES IN THE REPUBLIC OF
YEMEN THAT HAVE NOT BEEN
AUTHORIZED BY CONGRESS;
PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H. RES. 271, CONDEMNING
THE TRUMP ADMINISTRATION’S
LEGAL CAMPAIGN TO TAKE
AWAY AMERICANS’ HEALTH
CARE; AND PROVIDING FOR CON-
SIDERATION OF MOTIONS TO
SUSPEND THE RULES

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, by
direction of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 274 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 274

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to consider in the
House the joint resolution (S.J. Res. 7) to di-
rect the removal of United States Armed
Forces from hostilities in the Republic of
Yemen that have not been authorized by
Congress. All points of order against consid-
eration of the joint resolution are waived.
The joint resolution shall be considered as
read. All points of order against provisions
in the joint resolution are waived. The pre-
vious question shall be considered as ordered
on the joint resolution and on any amend-
ment thereto to final passage without inter-
vening motion except: (1) one hour of debate
equally divided and controlled by the chair
and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs; and (2) one mo-
tion to commit.

SEC. 2. Upon adoption of this resolution it
shall be in order without intervention of any
point of order to consider in the House the
resolution (H. Res. 271) Condemning the
Trump Administration’s Legal Campaign to
Take Away Americans’ Health Care. The res-
olution shall be considered as read. The pre-
vious question shall be considered as ordered
on the resolution and preamble to adoption
without intervening motion or demand for
division of the question except one hour of
debate equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking minority member of the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

SEC. 3. It shall be in order at any time on
the legislative day of April 4, 2019, for the
Speaker to entertain motions that the House
suspend the rules as though under clause 1 of
rule XV. The Speaker or her designee shall
consult with the Minority Leader or his des-
ignee on the designation of any matter for
consideration pursuant to this section.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Massachusetts is recog-
nized for 1 hour.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, for
the purpose of debate only, I yield the
customary 30 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. BURGESS),
pending which I yield myself such time
as I may consume. During consider-
ation of this resolution, all time yield-
ed is for the purpose of debate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. McGOVERN. Madam Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers be given 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts?
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There was no objection.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, on
Monday, the Rules Committee met and
reported a rule, House Resolution 274.
It provides for the consideration under
closed rules for S.J. Res. 7, with 1 hour
of debate equally divided and con-
trolled by the chair and ranking minor-
ity member of the Committee on For-
eign Affairs, and for the consideration
of H. Res. 271, with 1 hour of debate
equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking minority member of
Committee on Energy and Commerce.
It also provides suspension authority
for Thursday, April 4.

Madam Speaker, before I begin, I
want to recognize that today marks
the 230th anniversary of the Rules
Committee being formally constituted
for the first time.

Now, the Ways and Means Com-
mittee—which my Massachusetts
friend and colleague, RICHIE NEAL,
chairs—likes to point out that they are
the oldest standing committee in the
House. While that is true, I would like
to remind my friends that the Rules
Committee is the oldest committee in
the House, being first created on this
day in 1789 as a select committee. So it
is especially appropriate that we are on
the floor today to do some important
work before us.

For the record, Madam Speaker, the
Ways and Means Committee can cele-
brate their 230th anniversary on July

4.

Now that I have cleared that up, the
first measure included in this rule is
S.J. Res. 7, and we are taking action on
this because Yemen is in crisis. In a
country of roughly 28 million people,
an estimated 22 million of them are in
need of humanitarian assistance.

That is 75 percent of the population
facing famine, disease, and displace-
ment. Half the country is at risk of
starvation.

The famine and disease facing chil-
dren is particularly sobering. Save the
Children estimates that as many as
85,000 children under the age of 5 have
died because of hunger and disease
since 2015.

All told, this is one of the world’s
worst humanitarian crises, the site of
the fastest growing cholera epidemic
ever recorded and the biggest food
emergency on the planet.

Yet, it wasn’t caused by some natural
disaster. It is entirely man-made, the
result of a Saudi-led military conflict.
Seemingly every day, bombs fall on
weddings, hospitals, buses, and homes,
as civilian neighborhoods are regularly
targeted.

This is not some abstract war hap-
pening half a world away. In fact, the
United States is intimately involved in
this conflict. We have supported the
Saudi reign of terror by providing lo-
gistics, intelligence, ground support,
and midair fueling of bombers. Vir-
tually all the bombs that fall on
Yemen say ‘‘Made in the United States
of America.”

Make no mistake, Madam Speaker,
the United States is involved in a war
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in Yemen today. But if our constitu-
ents look through the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD, they wouldn’t find a vote au-
thorizing it. That is because this body
abdicated its responsibility to declare
war when it began 4 years ago.

0 1230

Now, we took one of our most sacred
responsibilities and handed it to the
executive branch. It is not the first
time we have done it, but it is becom-
ing a habit around here. We first let
the Bush administration decide the
contours of our involvement abroad,
and that continues through the Trump
administration today.

If that wasn’t outrageous enough,
past Republican Congresses used every
legislative trick in the book to block
Members from even debating our role
there. On two separate occasions, they
went so far as to strip War Powers Res-
olutions related to Yemen of their
privilege. It was unprecedented.

But when it comes to Saudi Arabia,
this administration and my Republican
friends were all too content to look the
other way when they murdered a Wash-
ington Post journalist. They lured him
into a consulate in Turkey, they mur-
dered him, and then they used a bone
saw to dismember him. We know, based
on our intelligence reports, that the
highest level of the Saudi Government
was involved in that terrible human
rights atrocity, and the Trump admin-
istration did nothing. They rational-
ized it. They justified it. They basi-
cally turned a blind eye.

When it comes to human rights, this
administration has abdicated its moral
authority. That should be of concern to
everybody in this Chamber, whether
you are Democrat or Republican, be-
cause if the United States stands for
anything, we need to stand out loud
and foursquare for human rights. If the
President of the United States and his
administration don’t want to do it,
then we should.

No Congress should be complicit in
abdicating our Article I constitutional
responsibility. Thankfully, this Demo-
cratic Congress is doing the opposite.
We are reasserting our power, and we
are taking a stand when it comes to
human rights.

Thanks especially to the dedication
of Speaker PELOSI, Chairman ENGEL,
Congressman RO KHANNA, Congress-
woman JAYAPAL, Congressman POCAN,
and the entire Congressional Progres-
sive Caucus, we are considering a bi-
partisan measure that makes clear it is
time for the United States’ involve-
ment in Yemen to end. No more ex-
cuses.

This is virtually identical to the res-
olution we passed in February. The dif-
ference this time is that this is the
first opportunity that this House has
had to send something on the war in
Yemen right to the President’s desk.

So I urge all of my colleagues: seize
this opportunity. We have a constitu-
tional responsibility and we have a
moral obligation to get this done.
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