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planning sessions, tutors students, and
participates in her school’s algebra 1
and geometry boot camps before and
after school.

I extend my sincere thanks and grati-
tude to Makeda for her dedication to
helping her students succeed in mathe-
matics. I look forward to learning of
her continued success in the years to
come.®

——
TRIBUTE TO HOLLIE CUNNINGHAM

e Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, today
I recognize Hollie Cunningham, the
Marion County Teacher of the Year
from West Port High School in Ocala,
FL.

After Hollie received the teacher of
the year award at the Circle Square
Cultural Center, she credited God with
leading her on this journey. When she
first started college, she was an edu-
cation major and contemplated earning
degrees in teaching or nursing. One of
her professors, Dr. Osteen, gave her ad-
vice she considered an impactful pearl
of wisdom: Dr. Osteen advised her to
become a nurse as she would always
have the chance to teach. She earned
her bachelor of science in nursing from
Florida State University in 2002 and
her master of science in family prac-
tice from the University of South Ala-
bama, College of Medicine in 2011.

Hollie said she left the nursing pro-
fession because God put it on her heart
to become a high school teacher as her
students are worth the effort and sac-
rifice. Hollie teaches certified nursing
assistant, electrocardiograph techni-
cian tech honors, health science foun-
dations II honor, and medical skills
classes and is the department chair for
the vocational department.

She has the opportunity to instruct
young students interested in nursing.
She believes great teachers are always
on call, like doctors and nurses, and
that teaching is a gift, not a degree.

I extend my sincere thanks and grati-
tude to Hollie for her medical work and
dedication to teaching her students. I
look forward to hearing of her contin-
ued success in the years to come.®

——

TRIBUTE TO SARAH HALL

e Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, today
I am pleased to honor Sarah Hall, the
Seminole County Teacher of the Year
from Longwood Elementary School in
Longwood, FL.

In receiving this award, Sarah’s col-
leagues described her as an energetic
and inspiring teacher who radiates
positivity to her students each day.
She believes every student should have
the opportunity to learn, and she de-
votes time to assisting her colleagues.

Sarah has been a teacher for 15 years
and has made it her mission to build
relationships with her students and
their families by creating a literacy
program, Roaring Readers: How to
Train Your Cub. The program invites
parents of kindergarten and first grad-
ers to the school each month for dis-
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cussions on how they can better sup-
port their young readers at home.

I extend my sincere thanks and grati-
tude to Sarah for her dedication. I look
forward to learning of her continued
success in the coming years.e

——
TRIBUTE TO SHANNON KRAELING

e Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, today
I honor Shannon Kraeling, the Brevard
County Teacher of the Year from Eau
Gallie High School in Melbourne, FL.

Shannon enjoys showing her students
how to use their imagination to create
art and guides them through the learn-
ing experience. She loves teaching the
concept that success comes from perse-
verance, reevaluation, revision, refine-
ment, and failure. Her greatest appre-
ciation is seeing her students’ pride
when they master a skill with which
they initially struggled.

Shannon is responsible for developing
and implementing a curriculum for her
classes and organizes lessons, units,
and daily activities as a model for
teachers throughout the district. She
also provides training to integrate fine
arts into the curriculum and co-teach-
es a biology unit.

Shannon has spent her 13-year teach-
ing career at Eau Gallie High School.
She is the ceramics teacher and depart-
ment chair for the fine arts program.
Shannon also mentors new teachers on
classroom management and is a faculty
member for the University of Phoenix,
supervising local interns and teaching
arts integration classes for its College
of Education.

I extend my deepest gratitude to
Shannon for her work to help her stu-
dents succeed in school. I look forward
to hearing of her continued work in the
coming years.e

———
TRIBUTE TO JOSEPH MALFARA

e Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, today
I am pleased to recognize Joseph
Malfara, the Osceola County Teacher of
the Year from Poinciana High School
in Kissimmee, FL.

Joseph challenges his students each
day toward success. His influence on
the school’s campus is seen with all
students; from those considered at-risk
to the highest achieving, they all note
how tirelessly Joseph works to help
them learn.

Joseph is credited with implementing
several teaching strategies that led to
significant gains in his students’ per-
formance in class and on the SAT. In
his classroom, 78 percent of students
met their reading and writing gradua-
tion requirements, compared to 57 per-
cent for other classes. According to the
school district, the average student
scores increased from 442 to 476 in his
content area for the SAT. They also
saw an increase in the percentage of
students meeting their concordance
score after junior year, rising from 47
to 73 percent in one year.

Joseph is an English III, Honors, Ad-
vanced Placement English language
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and composition teacher. He also leads
a mentorship group called Suit Up So-
ciety that is dedicated to mentoring
young men who have grown up without
a positive male influence and to help
improve their lives academically, be-
haviorally, and socially.

I would like to thank Joseph for the
good work he has done for his students
over the years. I extend my best wishes
to him and look forward to hearing of
his continued success.®

———————

TRIBUTE TO NICOLE MOSBLECH

e Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, today
I recognize Nicole Mosblech, the Indian
River County Teacher of the Year from
Vero Beach High School in Vero Beach,
FL.

When named teacher of the year, Ni-
cole noted the amount of support, en-
thusiasm, encouragement, and love she
received from her students and col-
leagues.

Nicole has been an AP and Honors-
level environmental science and honors
chemistry teacher at Vero Beach High
School since 2012. She educates stu-
dents to better serve the planet and is
also the sponsor for the Green Team
and the Q+ Acceptance Club. Earlier in
her career, Nicole took a 5-year hiatus
from teaching to earn a doctor of phi-
losophy degree from the Florida Insti-
tute of Technology.

I express my sincere thanks and best
wishes to Nicole for her work to edu-
cate her students in science. I look for-
ward to learning of her continued suc-
cess in the years ahead.e

————

TRIBUTE TO KRISTIN MURPHY

e Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, today
I recognize Kristin Murphy, the
Broward County Teacher of the Year
from Nova Middle School in Davie, FL.

In Kristin’s classroom, being respect-
ful and never lying are the only two
rules. She considered it a high honor to
have been among her peers that were
also nominated for this award. She was
taken aback after learning of their
backstories and the great strides they
are achieving for their schools.

Kristin has been at Nova Middle
School for 3 years and teaches world
history and pre-law. She has been an
educator for more than 20 years. She
credits the school with providing sev-
eral programs that present opportuni-
ties for students to improve their
learning potential. In the law program,
students work with the Public Safety
Institute at Broward College to help fu-
ture police officers prepare to testify in
their careers.

I am thankful to Kristin for her dedi-
cation to teaching her students and
look forward to hearing of her contin-
ued success in the years to come.®

————
TRIBUTE TO SARAH PASION

e Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, today
I am pleased to recognize Sarah



S2186

Pasion, the Duval County Teacher of
the Year from Sadie Tillis Elementary
School in Jacksonville, FL.

Sarah considered this recognition an
unexpected blessing from God. She be-
lieves teaching is more than a profes-
sion; its role is to serve as an inspira-
tion for students to learn and become
productive members of society. To
Sarah, education is the key to a better
life.

Sarah likes to engage her students in
conversations to help them understand
mathematical concepts, which results
in the students discussing the concepts
amongst one another. When she sees
them agree or disagree with their
ideas, she knows this is a more effec-
tive and efficient strategy to teaching
and helps them to fully grasp the con-
cepts.

Sarah is a 4th grade teacher at Sadie
Tillis Elementary School and is a 15-
year veteran educator in Jacksonville.
Her teaching philosophy has been cred-
ited with improving her school’s grade
from an F to a C through personalized
instruction for each student and by de-
veloping strong professional relation-
ships with her colleagues. Both stu-
dents and teachers take notes from her
instructions and lessons.

I express my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Sarah for her dedication
to her students and colleagues. I look
forward to hearing of her continued
success in the years ahead.e

——
TRIBUTE TO SHELLI RHODEN

e Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, today
I recognize Shelli Rhoden, the Baker
County Teacher of the Year from
Baker High School in Glen St. Mary,
FL.

Shelli was shocked and humbled to
be named teacher of the year and con-
siders it to be a great honor. Originally
a civil engineer, Shelli became a teach-
er because she wanted to have more
interaction with the local youth and
influence their growth. She enjoys the
opportunity to build relationships with
her students and says that while it can
be challenging, seeing their success
makes it worthwhile.

Each of her students come to class
with different academic and emotional
needs. Shelli tries to meet with them
individually, but knows they can be
distracted with life outside of the
classroom. Though she finds this frus-
trating, humbling, and heartbreaking,
she also finds the relationship and
their questions fulfilling and always
worth the effort.

Shelli is a math and science teacher
and she teaches pre-calculus, algebra 2,
and physics. Aside from teaching,
Shelli cochairs the Positive Behavioral
Intervention and Supports, PBIS, team
and cosponsors the Mu Alpha Theta
math honor society.

I convey my sincere thanks and grat-
itude to Shelli for her work with her
students over the years and look for-
ward to hearing of her continued suc-
cess.®
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TRIBUTE TO KATHARINE
WILLIAMS

e Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, today
I recognize Katharine Williams, the
Okeechobee County Teacher of the
Year from the Okeechobee School
Board in Okeechobee, FLa.

Katharine believes God has led her to
the position she is in today, where she
is able to help students with serious
emotional or mental distresses. She
teaches them they are lovable, can love
others, and can learn how to have suc-
cessful emotional regulation.

Helping students has inspired her
every day, and it represents PRIDE—
perseverance, respect, integrity, de-
pendability, ethics—to her. This teach-
es students to be active listeners, how
to have emotional regulation, and also
serves as the foundation of the school
district’s work for its students.

Katharine has a master’s degree in
counseling psychology and is a licensed
mental health counselor. She has
worked with the Okeechobee County
School District for 16 years and as a
crisis counselor for 13 years. She is in-
volved in the development and manage-
ment of district protocol for both
threat assessment and safety planning
for students. Katharine is also one of
six instructors for youth mental health
first aid.

I extend my sincere thanks and grati-
tude to Katharine for her dedication in
helping her students succeed in life. I
look forward to learning of her contin-
ued success in the coming years.e

———

TRIBUTE TO BRAYDEN HILTON

e Mr. THUNE. Madam President, today
I recognize Brayden Hilton, an intern
in my Aberdeen, SD, office, for all of
the hard work he has done for me, my
staff, and the State of South Dakota
over the past several months.

Brayden is a graduate of Roncalli
High School in Aberdeen, SD. Cur-
rently, he is attending Northern State
University in Aberdeen, where he is
majoring in criminal justice. He is a
hard worker who has been dedicated to
getting the most out of his internship
experience.

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Brayden for all of the fine
work he has done and wish him contin-
ued success in the years to come.®

————

TRIBUTE TO JACOB TARRELL

e Mr. THUNE. Madam President, today
I recognize Jacob Tarrell, an intern in
my Aberdeen, SD, office, for all of the
hard work he has done for me, my
staff, and the State of South Dakota
over the past several months.

Jacob is a graduate of Hot Springs
High School in Hot Springs, SD. Cur-
rently, he is attending Presentation
College in Aberdeen, where he is major-
ing in sports and event management.
He is a hard worker who has been dedi-
cated to getting the most out of his in-
ternship experience.
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I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Jacob for all of the fine
work he has done and wish him contin-
ued success in the years to come.®

———

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 12:13 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 1433. An act to amend the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 to improve morale with-
in the Department of Homeland Security
workforce by conferring new responsibilities
to the Chief Human Capital Officer, estab-
lishing an employee engagement steering
committee, requiring action plans, and au-
thorizing an annual employee award pro-
gram, and for other purposes.

H.R. 1589. An act to amend the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 to establish chemical,
biological, radiological, and nuclear intel-
ligence and information sharing functions of
the Office of Intelligence and Analysis of the
Department of Homeland Security and to re-
quire dissemination of information analyzed
by the Department to entities with respon-
sibilities relating to homeland security, and
for other purposes.

H.R. 1590. An act to require an exercise re-
lated to terrorist and foreign fighter travel,
and for other purposes.

H.R. 1593. An act to amend the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 to establish a school se-
curity coordinating council, and for other
purposes.

———

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 1433. An act to amend the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 to improve morale with-
in the Department of Homeland Security
workforce by conferring new responsibilities
to the Chief Human Capital Officer, estab-
lishing an employee engagement steering
committee, requiring action plans, and au-
thorizing an annual employee award pro-
gram, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs.

H.R. 1589. An act to amend the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 to establish chemical,
biological, radiological, and nuclear intel-
ligence and information sharing functions of
the Office of Intelligence and Analysis of the
Department of Homeland Security and to re-
quire dissemination of information analyzed
by the Department to entities with respon-
sibilities relating to homeland security, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

H.R. 1590. An act to require an exercise re-
lated to terrorist and foreign fighter travel,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

H.R. 1593. An act to amend the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 to establish a school se-
curity coordinating council, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs.

——
MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME

The following bill was read the first
time:
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