April 3, 2019

O 2015
NATIONAL DONATE LIFE MONTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2019, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Louisiana (Mr. ABRA-
HAM) for 30 minutes.

Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize April as National
Donate Life Month and the awareness
one Louisiana family has brought to
organ donation through the tragic loss
of their son.

On May b, 2015, the Perry family,
from Monroe, welcomed twin babies,
John Clarke and Ella, to the world. All
was fine and well for the twins until
John Clarke was given the fatal diag-
nosis of a brain bleed shortly after
their 6-month checkup. On November
29, 2015, John Clarke passed away at
only 6 months old.

Before his death, his parents, Jona-
than and Holley, were approached
about donating John Clarke’s organs,
to which they agreed.

Meanwhile, 400 miles away in Au-
burn, Alabama, the Boswell family
faced a similarly heartbreaking situa-
tion. Their son Davis, who was born in
June 2015, had been diagnosed with
enterovirus, an infection that attacked
his heart. His only chance at survival
was an improbable heart transplant.

On a Sunday night in November,
Davis’ parents, Amanda and Tucker,
received a call saying that a match had
been found and that Davis would re-
ceive a heart. On November 29, 2015,
Davis underwent a successful heart
transplant.

A few days later, Amanda and Holley
were connected by a mutual friend on
Facebook and realized that Davis had
probably received John Clarke’s heart,
a fact confirmed by the hospital.

In April 2016, the Boswells and the
Perrys met at an event raising aware-
ness for organ donation. The two fami-
lies have continued to meet over the
years at the annual Auburn-LSU foot-
ball game, turning the rivalry game
into an opportunity to raise awareness
and funds for organ donation across the
country.

While this sequence of events could
have only been handcrafted by God,
organ donations save lives across the
country on a daily basis.

In 2018, 36,528 organ transplants were
performed, a record high for the sixth
consecutive year. On average, one
organ donor can save up to eight lives.
Through organ donation, John Clarke
saved two children’s lives.

Mr. Speaker, today, I recognize the
unspeakable tragedy that the Perrys
faced and their incredibly brave deci-
sion to donate John Clarke’s organs.
Through this heartbreaking decision,
John Clarke became a hero.

Today, John Clarke is remembered
by his family for his big blue eyes and
sweet smile, a smile his parents say
grew wider every time the LSU Tigers
and New Orleans Saints were on TV.

Like so many donors, John Clarke is
no longer with us, but his legacy lives
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on in the bodies of those who received
his organs. Throughout the month of
April, I will be thinking of John
Clarke, the entire Perry family, and all
those who have given the gift of organ
donation as a final act of compassion.
HONORING MASON ANDREWS

Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize and honor Mason
Andrews, an 18-year-old from Monroe,
Louisiana, who was recently recognized
by the Guinness Book of World Records
as the youngest pilot to circumnavi-
gate the globe.

Mason is a junior at Louisiana Tech
University who set off on his trip
around the world on July 22 and re-
turned October 6 of 2018. He flew for 76
days in the spirit of Louisiana, a 1976
Piper Lance PA-32 single-engine air-
craft. Mason made over 20 stops around
the world, including Dubai, Paris, and
Taiwan. His longest leg of the journey
was the 14-hour, 2,150-mile stretch from
Japan to Alaska.

Mason flew not only to break a world
record, but to raise awareness and
funds for MedCamps of Louisiana.
MedCamps of Louisiana is a free sum-
mer camp for children with varying
disabilities or illnesses, such as autism,
spina bifida, and Down syndrome.

Mason has served as a camp coun-
selor for 3 years with MedCamps of
Louisiana and raised over $30,000 for
the camp during his flight. To raise
these funds and to break the world
record, Mason overcame all obstacles
he faced, including a sandstorm over
Saudi Arabia and two Category 5 ty-
phoons that kept him grounded for the
better part of September.

I am proud of what Mason was able
to accomplish and how he has rep-
resented the great State of Louisiana.
From one pilot to another, I congratu-
late Mason on his incredible achieve-
ment and look forward to what he will
accomplish next.

BORN-ALIVE SURVIVOR PROTECTION

Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today about something that has really
been weighing on my mind, and that is
the disturbing push for late-term abor-
tions we have been seeing around the
country.

I am a doctor by trade. I have deliv-
ered many babies myself. I have seen
babies in the womb on ultrasound
wince in pain, and I have seen them
comforted by their mother’s voice.
That baby is every bit as alive then as
he or she is when a mother gets to hold
her or him for the first time.

I believe that life begins at concep-
tion. I believe adoption is always bet-
ter than abortion. And I certainly be-
lieve that delivering a baby in the
third trimester is far better for both
the mother and the baby than a late-
term abortion, which brings me back
to why I wanted to speak tonight.

The disturbing trend of codifying
protections for late-term abortions
must stop, and it will take Federal ac-
tion to ban it across the entire coun-
try.

We see what is happening at the
State level:
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New York has passed a law that al-
lows abortions at any time—at any
time. That is outrageous, especially
considering that many babies can live
outside the womb around 20 weeks.

Virginia tried to pass a similar law.
Virginia Governor Ralph Northam, a
Democrat, who argued that babies
could be killed after birth if the moth-
er had preferred to abort it rather than
to birth it, said:

“The infant would be delivered. The
infant would be kept comfortable. The
infant would be resuscitated if that’s
what the mother and family desired.
And then a discussion would ensue be-
tween the physicians and the mother.”

That is disgusting. That is an en-
dorsement of a murder of a helpless
child, and we cannot stand for that.

I am a proud cosponsor of the Born-
Alive Survivors Protection Act, which
requires that babies who survive abor-
tions be given the same standard of
care as any person in medical need.

This is a commonsense approach be-
cause a baby is a person. Doctors are
sworn to help those in need, and I can-
not fathom how any medical provider
could watch a helpless baby struggling
outside the womb after she survives an
abortion.

Even still, Democrats are standing in
the way of ending this heinous prac-
tice. Republicans have tried nearly 30
times to bring to the floor a vote on
the Born-Alive Survivors Protection
Act, and Democrats have blocked it
every single time.

Thankfully, my colleagues, STEVE
SCALISE from my great State of Lou-
isiana and ANN WAGNER, have intro-
duced a discharge petition to go around
the Democratic leadership and force a
vote on this important bill.

I have signed the petition, and my
prayer is that the Chamber can come
together in a bipartisan way to state
firmly that the United States of Amer-
ica does not believe in killing babies,
especially after they are born.

Critics say that it is a woman’s
choice and that politicians are inter-
fering. If a baby is crying and he is cry-
ing out for help in an operating room,
that is a person, an individual who is
entitled to the same life, liberty, and
pursuit of happiness that every Amer-
ican is entitled to. Only the individual
can decide that path forward for them-
selves; it is not the choice of anyone
else; and a living, breathing baby de-
serves a chance to live.

They say this bill is unnecessary be-
cause it is already law, pointing to the
2002 Born-Alive Infants Protection Act
which codified into law that any person
born alive in any stage of development
is a legal person. Since that time, how-
ever, there have been cases where abor-
tion providers do not consider a baby
born if it survives an abortion.

The Born-Alive Survivors Protection
Act ends all debate and further pro-
tects babies who survive abortions. The
Born-Alive Survivors Protection Act is
a literal matter of life and death. It is
about the core values of what we as



H3066

Americans and every single politician
in State and Federal Government
should clearly and definitely know:
where we stand on this important bill.

My position is clear: I stand with the
babies. I stand with life.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———
ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

Cheryl L. Johnson, Clerk of the
House, reported and found truly en-
rolled a bill of the House of the fol-
lowing title, which was thereupon
signed by the Speaker:

H.R. 276. An act to direct the Secretary of
Education to establish the Recognizing In-
spiring School Employees (RISE) Award Pro-
gram recognizing excellence exhibited by
classified school employees providing serv-
ices to students in prekindergarten through
high school.

——
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 26 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow,
Thursday, April 4, 2019, at 9 a.m.

——————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

592. A letter from the Acting Secretary,
Department of Defense, transmitting a letter
on the approved retirement of Lieutenant
General Joseph Anderson, and his advance-
ment to the grade of lieutenant general on
the retired 1list, pursuant to 10 U.S.C.
1370(c)(1); Public Law 96-513, Sec. 112 (as
amended by Public Law 104-106, Sec. 502(b));
(110 Stat. 293); to the Committee on Armed
Services.

593. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Navy, Department of Defense, transmitting a
report on an increase in the Average Pro-
curement Unit Cost (APUC) for the Offensive
Anti-Surface Warfare Increment 1 (Long
Range Anti-Ship Missile) (OASuW Inc. 1
(LRASM)) program that exceeds the current
baseline estimate by 23.5 percent, pursuant
to 10 U.S.C. 2433(d)(3); Public Law 97-252, Sec.
1107(a)(1) (as amended by Public Law 110-417,
Sec. 811(c)); (122 Stat. 4522); to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

594. A letter from the Director, Bureau of
Consumer Financial Protection, transmit-
ting the Bureau’s Office of Minority and
Women Inclusion Annual Report to Con-
gress, pursuant to 12 U.S.C. 5452(e); Public
Law 111-203, Sec. 342(e); (124 Stat. 1543); to
the Committee on Financial Services.

595. A letter from the Director, Bureau of
Consumer Financial Protection, transmit-
ting the Bureau’s Consumer Response An-
nual Report for CY 2018, pursuant to 12
U.S.C. 5493(b)(3)(C); Public Law 111-203, Sec.
1013(b)(3)(C); (124 Stat. 1969); to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services.

596. A letter from the Chairman, Federal
Deposit Insurance Corporation, transmitting
the Corporation’s 2018 Annual Report of the
Office of Minority and Women Inclusion,
pursuant to 12 U.S.C. 5452(e); Public Law 111-
203, Sec. 342(e); (124 Stat. 1543); to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services.
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597. A letter from the Assistant General
Counsel for Legislation, Regulation and En-
ergy Efficiency, Office of Management, De-
partment of Energy, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Cost Sharing: En-
ergy Policy Act of 2005 (RIN: 1991-AC13) re-
ceived April 2, 2019, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

598. A letter from the Director, Regulatory
Management Division, Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, transmitting the Agency’s
final rule — Zoxamide; Pesticide Tolerances
[EPA-HQ-OPP-2017-0665;  FRL-9987-27] re-
ceived April 2, 2019, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

599. A letter from the Director, Regulatory
Management Division, Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, transmitting the Agency’s
final rule — Approval and Promulgation of
Air Quality Implementation Plans; Pennsyl-
vania; Delegation of Authority of the Fed-
eral Plan for Existing Sewage Sludge Incin-
eration Units [EPA-R03-OAR-2019-0065; FRL-
9991-56-Region 3] received April 2, 2019, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

600. A letter from the Director, Regulatory
Management Division, Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, transmitting the Agency’s
final rule — Metrafenone; Pesticide Toler-
ances [EPA-HQ-OPP-2017-0616; FRIL.-9987-14]
received April 2, 2019, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

601. A letter from the Director, Regulatory
Management Division, Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, transmitting the Agency’s
final rule — Outer Continental Shelf Air
Regulations; Consistency Update for Dela-
ware [EPA-R03-OAR-2009-0238; FRI.-9990-18-
Region 3] received April 2, 2019, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
261; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

602. A letter from the Director, Regulatory
Management Division, Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, transmitting the Agency’s
final rule — Air Quality State Implementa-
tion Plans: Arizona; Approval and Condi-
tional Approval of State Implementation
Plan Revisions; Maricopa County Air Qual-
ity Department; Stationary Source Permits
[EPA-R09-OAR-2017-0481; FRIL-9991-53-Region
9] received April 2, 2019, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

603. A letter from the Director, Regulatory
Management Division, Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, transmitting the Agency’s
final rule — Air Plan Approval; NC: Readop-
tion of Air Quality Rules and Removal of
Oxygenated Gasoline Rules [EPA-R04-OAR-
2018-0301; FRIL-9991-63-Region 4] received
April 2, 2019, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

604. A letter from the Director, Regulatory
Management Division, Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, transmitting the Agency’s
final rule — Air Plan Approval; ID, Kraft
Pulp Mill Rule Revisions [EPA-R10-OAR-
2018-0769; FRIL-9991-71-Region 10] received
April 2, 2019, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

605. A letter from the Director, Bureau of
Consumer Financial Protection, transmit-
ting the Bureau’s FY 2018 No FEAR Act re-
port, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 2301 note; Public
Law 107-174, 203(a) (as amended by Public
Law 109-435, Sec. 604(f)); (120 Stat. 3242); to
the Committee on Oversight and Reform.
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606. A letter from the Staff Director, Fed-
eral Election Commission, transmitting the
Commission’s FY 2018 No FEAR Act report,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 2301 note; Public Law
107-174, 203(a) (as amended by Public Law 109-
435, Sec. 604(f)); (120 Stat. 3242); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Reform.

607. A letter from the General Counsel,
Government Accountability Office, trans-
mitting the Office’s FY 2018 No FEAR Act
report, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 2301 note; Public
Law 107-174, 203(a) (as amended by Public
Law 109-435, Sec. 604(f)); (120 Stat. 3242); to
the Committee on Oversight and Reform.

608. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Equal Employment Opportunity Pro-
grams, National Archives and Records Ad-
ministration, transmitting the Administra-
tion’s FY 2018 No FEAR Act report, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 2301 note; Public Law 107-174,
203(a) (as amended by Public Law 109-435,
Sec. 604(f)); (120 Stat. 3242); to the Committee
on Oversight and Reform.

———

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. WELCH (for himself and Mr.
MCOKINLEY):

H.R. 2043. A bill to provide for the estab-
lishment of a Home Energy Savings Retrofit
Rebate Program, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce,
and in addition to the Committee on Ways
and Means, for a period to be subsequently
determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Mr. WELCH (for himself and Mr.
KINZINGER):

H.R. 2044. A bill to accelerate smart build-
ing development, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce,
and in addition to the Committees on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure, and Science,
Space, and Technology, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. WENSTRUP (for himself, Mr.
LEVIN of California, Mr. DAVID P. ROE
of Tennessee, and Mr. BILIRAKIS):

H.R. 2045. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to establish the Veterans Eco-
nomic Opportunity and Transition Adminis-
tration and the Under Secretary for Vet-
erans Economic Opportunity and Transition
of the Department of Veterans Affairs, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs.

By Mr. WRIGHT (for himself, Mr.
McCauL, and Mr. GONZALEZ of
Texas):

H.R. 2046. A bill to amend the State De-
partment Basic Authorities Act of 1956 re-
garding energy diplomacy and security with-
in the Department of State, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs.

By Mr. GREEN of Tennessee (for him-
self and Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania):

H.R. 2047. A bill to require annual reports
on allied contributions to the common de-
fense, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs.

By Ms. SPEIER (for herself, Mrs. DIN-
GELL, Ms. BONAMICI, Ms. WASSERMAN
SCHULTZ, Ms. JUDY CHU of California,
Mr. CICILLINE, Mrs. CAROLYN B.
MALONEY of New York, Ms. MOORE,
Mr. COHEN, Ms. NORTON, Ms. MENG,
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