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Perrine settled this area and called it
the Blue Lakes Ranch. These blue
lakes continue to provide water for ir-
rigation, raising rainbow trout, and
pristine drinking water to the resi-
dents of this area. It also features the
beautiful Blues Lakes Country Club
with one of the most scenic 18-hole golf
courses in the State.

Although not officially recognized,
local historians have documented the
Hudson Bay Trail as an alternate route
of the Oregon Trail, which goes
through Jerome County. The traders of
the Hudson Bay Company seemed to
have preferred the trail going north of
the Snake River Canyon to make their
way to Fort Boise in the West and Fort
Hall in the East.

With water, Mr. Perrine saw the
magic this area produced and, with the
help of Eastern United States Fin-
anciers, created the Milner Dam along
the Snake River. The Milner Dam and
subsequent irrigation system opened
the Southern Snake River Plain to
farmers, ranchers, and new commu-
nities. As a result, the communities of
Jerome, KEden, Hazelton, and Green-
wood were established between 1905 and
1911.

In 1919, the Idaho Legislature took
the south portion of Lincoln County
and the western portion of Minidoka
County to carve out Jerome County.
As one of the youngest counties in
Idaho, it is the 43rd county, out of 44,
in the 43rd State.

A notorious part of Jerome County is
the Minidoka Relocation Center north
of Eden; it is one of the 10 Japanese in-
ternment camps created by the U.S.
Government during World War II. Cur-
rently, it stands as the Minidoka Na-
tional Historic Site as a memorial of
the sacrifice and suffering of the Japa-
nese-Americans during this period of
our history.

Today, Jerome County boasts a
thriving economy lead by the dairy in-
dustry, producing more than 100 mil-
lion pounds of cheese, whey protein,
and other dairy products. They also
produce the agricultural commodities
of alfalfa hay, silage corn, barley, win-
ter wheat, sugar beets, potatoes, beans,
and spring wheat.

Senator CRAPO, Representative SIMP-
SON, and I are proud to recognize this
landmark anniversary. We congratu-
late Jerome County residents on this
centennial, and we wish its commu-
nities many more years of success.®

————
REMEMBERING LEON E. BRAXTON

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I
pay tribute to the memory of Leon E.
“Bill”’ Braxton, a World War II veteran
and teacher who dedicated his life in
service to our Nation and educated
countless students throughout his ca-
reer.

Bill Braxton was born near Hope
Hills, NC, on May 1, 1917. After grad-
uating high school in 1934, he enlisted
with the U.S. Army in April 1935, serv-
ing in Panama, Austria, Germany,
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Japan, and Korea. He was an honor
graduate of the Coast Artillery School,
European Air Transport Service’s
Flight Captain’s School, and the Air
Force Office of Special Investigations.
Bill flew combat missions in Indo
China in 1954 and aided the French at
the Battle of Dien Bien Phu.

In 1959, he retired from the U.S. Air
Force and enrolled at the University of
Miami, graduating magna cum laude
with a degree in German. He then re-
ceived a fellowship under the National
Defense Education Act to attend Kent
State University, earning a master’s
degree in German in 1964.

Bill’s first teaching position was at
Hialeah High School, teaching German
and English. He taught at Stetson Uni-
versity before moving to Satellite
Beach in 1971, where he joined Satellite
High School. While there, he developed
the school’s German Student Program
and was named teacher of the year for
southern Brevard County. His proudest
achievement was establishing the
school’s Fulbright Student Exchange
program for German students before
retiring from the school in 1979.

In retirement, he continued to teach
French, German, and Spanish at
Brevard Community College and co-au-
thored four nonfiction books based on
his life experiences, people he met at
home and abroad, and events he wit-
nessed while serving in the military.

Bill Braxton lived a full life and
made a difference for his community
and his country. I express my sincerest
condolences to his four children—
Thomas Braxton, Douglas Braxton,
Patty Braxton, and Susan Braxton—his
seven grandchildren, and his three
great-grandchildren. May God bless his
family during this time of sorrow, and
may they be strengthened by the mem-
ory of his life’s service.e®

———

TRIBUTE TO JEFF BECKER

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I
recognize Jeff Becker, the Lee County
Teacher of the Year from Island Coast
High School in Cape Coral, FL.

Jeff believes building trust with his
students is important for their future
success. Hvery morning, Jeff greets
students as they walk into the building
and spends his lunch break in the cafe-
teria getting to know everyone.

Jeff is the digital media technology
teacher, where he strives for his stu-
dents to learn video skills. He is cred-
ited with transforming the school’s
news program, winning Best High
School News Show at the Lee County
Film Festival Awards in his first year
of teaching.

He was previously in sales for 4 years
and noted that, while he was having a
fun time, he felt as though he should be
doing something else with his life. He
became a guidance counselor at Cape
Coral High School in 2011 after earning
his master’s degree in elementary and
secondary school counseling at Wil-
mington University.

I extend my sincere thanks and grati-
tude to Jeff for his dedication to the
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students at his school and look forward
to hearing of his continued good work
in the years to come.®

———

TRIBUTE TO CAROLINE BUECHNER

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I
recognize Caroline Buechner, the Santa
Rosa County Teacher of the Year from
Navarre High School in Navarre, FL.

Caroline was named teacher of the
year after being selected among 33
teachers nominated from each school
in her district. Santa Rosa super-
intendent, Tim Wyrosdick, visited her
classroom during one of her chorus les-
sons to present the award. Caroline was
humbled to receive this honor and
wished to convey a message to all edu-
cators: ‘‘Join together to better the
educational experience for students.”

Caroline considers her students the
best she could ever ask for, many of
them are training for an upcoming
singing competition. While she was
shocked at the honor, her students
knew she deserved the award and gave
her a round of applause. She is credited
for marrying academia and the per-
forming arts and growing the school’s
choir program.

Caroline has been a choral music edu-
cator at Navarre High School for the
past 9 years and is the coordinator of
the 2019 All State High School Concern
Choir. Her chorus program is consid-
ered one of the more prestigious pro-
grams in Florida.

I extend my sincere gratitude to
Caroline for her dedication to teaching
her choir students and look forward to
hearing of her continued good work in
the years ahead.e

————
TRIBUTE TO EVAN GOULD

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I
recognize Evan Gould, the Clay County
Teacher of the Year from Lake Asbury
Junior High School in Green Cove
Springs, FL.

Evan regards it a tremendous honor
to represent all school employees as
teacher of the year. He believes support
staff play a critical role in the success
of students and teachers. His col-
leagues note he leads, inspires, and
coaches his students to perform at the
highest level. Evan believes every stu-
dent can succeed academically, artis-
tically, and socially.

Evan currently teaches chorus and
drama classes at Lake Asbury Junior
High School. He has been a teacher for
30 years, with 22 years in Clay County.
His chorus and drama programs are
highly regarded in Florida, winning
awards and superior ratings at district
and State competitions. He also serves
as chair of District 1 Junior Thespians,
hosting more than 500 drama students
from across the region for their annual
festival.

I express my sincere thanks and best
wishes to Evan for his work to educate
his students in chorus and drama. I
look forward to learning of his contin-
ued success in the years ahead.e®
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TRIBUTE TO DEBRA HARTLINE

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I
recognize Debra Hartline, the Manatee
County Teacher of the Year from
Braden River High School in Bra-
denton, FL.

Debra works closely with her stu-
dents who need to improve their read-
ing comprehension scores in order to
meet the requirement for graduation.
Each year, more than 96 percent of her
students reach that goal. Her students
note she spends many hours of work
regularly reinstilling their confidence
in themselves and preparing them be-
fore they take the reading test.

Debra’s proudest moments are when
she watches her students walk across
the stage at their graduation. Many of
them thought they would never grad-
uate and credit Debra’s reading meth-
ods with helping them improve their
reading comprehension.

Debra has taught for 13 years, with
the last 8 years at Braden River High
School as a reading and English teach-
er. She previously managed a law in
Cleveland, OH, when she noticed her
daughter was struggling with reading
comprehension. After she moved to
Florida in 2000, she began to tutor at
her home and later became a volunteer
teacher at Braden River Elementary
School.

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Debra for her dedication
in helping students achieve the impor-
tant steps of graduating from high
school. I look forward to hearing of her
continued success in the coming
years.®

TRIBUTE TO ANGELA HRITZ

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I
recognize Angela Hritz, the Okaloosa
County Teacher of the Year from Da-
vidson Middle School in Crestview, FL.

Angela received this award at her
school district’s annual banquet at the
Emerald Coast Conference Center. She
views teaching as a balancing act be-
tween challenging students and em-
powering them, and believes the most
rewarding part of her job are the con-
nections she makes with her students.

In her classes, she incorporates
English language arts standards and
keeps her students engaged by using
Socratic seminars to deepen their un-
derstanding and develop communica-
tion skills. She ensures that her class-
room is a respectful environment for
her students.

Angela is a world history teacher and
has taught at Davidson Middle School
for more than 20 years. She earned a
master’s degree in educational leader-
ship in 2008.

I congratulate Angela for receiving
this important recognition after dec-
ades of teaching and extend my best
wishes to her. I look forward to hearing
of her continued success in the years to
come.®
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TRIBUTE TO TONYA MILES

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I
am honored to recognize Tonya Miles,
the Putnam County Teacher of the
Year from William D. Moseley Elemen-
tary School in Palatka, FL.

Tonya was honored to receive this
award, noting that she was over-
whelmed with joy. Her colleagues com-
mended her on the difference she has
made within the school district.

Tonya’s students describe the culture
in her classroom and their school as
one of a big family. It is an atmosphere
where everyone works to help others
succeed. Her students feel like she is
their biggest supporter, both in the
classroom and in their extracurricular
activities.

Tonya has taught for 15 years and
has been a fifth grade math teacher at
William D. Moseley Elementary School
for the past year and a half.

I extend my best wishes to Tonya for
her dedication to her students and
community and congratulate her on
this award.e

———

TRIBUTE TO MEREDITH NESS

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I honor
Meredith Ness, the Walton County
Teacher of the Year from Mossy Head
Elementary School in DeFuniak
Springs, FL.

Meredith’s colleagues describe her as
possessing the skills and dedication of
a true leader and note that she is high-
ly respected by all at her school. She
views herself as a lifelong learner with
a love for teaching students.

In Meredith’s classes, she uses her
knowledge for research in education
and technology in designing lesson
plans to teach her students. She cur-
rently serves as a professional learning
facilitator, sponsor of Lego league and
robotics club, a teacher mentor, and a
member of the MHS school improve-
ment team.

Meredith has been a teacher for 16
years, with the past 8 years at Mossy
Head Elementary School. She is cur-
rently a fourth grade teacher.

I express my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Meredith for all of the
great work she has done for her stu-
dents and congratulate her for winning
this award.e

———————

TRIBUTE TO BRYAN POEPPERLING

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I
recognize Bryan Poepperling, the
Hendry County Teacher of the Year
from Clewiston High School in
Clewiston, FL.

In Bryan’s classroom, his teaching of
philosophy is based off a quote from
Thomas Edison, ‘“There is no sub-
stitute for hard work.” He works to in-
still this mentality to both his stu-
dents in the classroom, and the stu-
dent-athletes he coaches.

Bryan is the social studies depart-
ment lead and teaches advanced place-
ment U.S. history and U.S. history
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classes to sophomore and juniors at
Clewiston High School. He also coaches
cross country and junior varsity bas-
ketball. He earned his bachelor’s de-
gree in secondary education and social
studies at the Bloomsburg University
of Pennsylvania.

I extend my sincere thanks and grati-
tude to Bryan for his dedication to
helping his students succeed in school.
I look forward to learning of his con-
tinued good work in the coming years.e

————

TRIBUTE TO TAMI PORTER
PARISH

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I
recognize Tami Porter Parish, the
Washington County Teacher of the
Year from Vernon Middle School in
Vernon, FL.

Tami’s students find her more than
their academic influencer, she is also a
kind and admirable friend. Her stu-
dents view her as someone who is al-
ways there for them and inspires them
to achieve academic success. Tami con-
siders herself blessed to teach her stu-
dents, with many seeking her advice
after class.

Tami is an eighth grade teacher at
Vernon Middle School. She believes she
is fortunate to work in the Washington
County School District and would not
trade a day of her teaching for any-
thing.

I would like to express my sincere
thanks and appreciation to Tami and
extend my best wishes on her contin-
ued success in the years to come.®

————
TRIBUTE TO ALANNA ROHLING

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I
honor Alanna Rohling, the Escambia
County Teacher of the Year from Lin-
coln Park Elementary School in Pensa-
cola, FL.

Alanna’s colleagues describe her as a
teacher who embraces students with
emotional challenges and helps them
to succeed through her creative teach-
ing style. She has been credited as a
significant factor of the school’s turn-
around model to improve students’ aca-
demic success in recent years. She
dedicates her time not only to her stu-
dents, but also to their parents, keep-
ing them informed of their students’
progress throughout the school year.

Her students’ parents are grateful for
this dedication, noting she is always
willing to communicate, no matter the
time of day. They believe her efforts
have resulted in their young students
being better prepared for future school-
ing.

Alanna is a kindergarten teacher and
has been at Lincoln Park Elementary
School since 2015. She also serves as
the STEM committee cochair, a mem-
ber of her school’s leadership team, and
works as a mentor to students outside
of school.

I extend my sincere thanks and grati-
tude to Alanna for her work and look
forward to hearing of her continued
success in the years to come.®
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