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TRIBUTE TO DEBRA HARTLINE

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I
recognize Debra Hartline, the Manatee
County Teacher of the Year from
Braden River High School in Bra-
denton, FL.

Debra works closely with her stu-
dents who need to improve their read-
ing comprehension scores in order to
meet the requirement for graduation.
Each year, more than 96 percent of her
students reach that goal. Her students
note she spends many hours of work
regularly reinstilling their confidence
in themselves and preparing them be-
fore they take the reading test.

Debra’s proudest moments are when
she watches her students walk across
the stage at their graduation. Many of
them thought they would never grad-
uate and credit Debra’s reading meth-
ods with helping them improve their
reading comprehension.

Debra has taught for 13 years, with
the last 8 years at Braden River High
School as a reading and English teach-
er. She previously managed a law in
Cleveland, OH, when she noticed her
daughter was struggling with reading
comprehension. After she moved to
Florida in 2000, she began to tutor at
her home and later became a volunteer
teacher at Braden River Elementary
School.

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Debra for her dedication
in helping students achieve the impor-
tant steps of graduating from high
school. I look forward to hearing of her
continued success in the coming
years.®

TRIBUTE TO ANGELA HRITZ

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I
recognize Angela Hritz, the Okaloosa
County Teacher of the Year from Da-
vidson Middle School in Crestview, FL.

Angela received this award at her
school district’s annual banquet at the
Emerald Coast Conference Center. She
views teaching as a balancing act be-
tween challenging students and em-
powering them, and believes the most
rewarding part of her job are the con-
nections she makes with her students.

In her classes, she incorporates
English language arts standards and
keeps her students engaged by using
Socratic seminars to deepen their un-
derstanding and develop communica-
tion skills. She ensures that her class-
room is a respectful environment for
her students.

Angela is a world history teacher and
has taught at Davidson Middle School
for more than 20 years. She earned a
master’s degree in educational leader-
ship in 2008.

I congratulate Angela for receiving
this important recognition after dec-
ades of teaching and extend my best
wishes to her. I look forward to hearing
of her continued success in the years to
come.®
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TRIBUTE TO TONYA MILES

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I
am honored to recognize Tonya Miles,
the Putnam County Teacher of the
Year from William D. Moseley Elemen-
tary School in Palatka, FL.

Tonya was honored to receive this
award, noting that she was over-
whelmed with joy. Her colleagues com-
mended her on the difference she has
made within the school district.

Tonya’s students describe the culture
in her classroom and their school as
one of a big family. It is an atmosphere
where everyone works to help others
succeed. Her students feel like she is
their biggest supporter, both in the
classroom and in their extracurricular
activities.

Tonya has taught for 15 years and
has been a fifth grade math teacher at
William D. Moseley Elementary School
for the past year and a half.

I extend my best wishes to Tonya for
her dedication to her students and
community and congratulate her on
this award.e

———

TRIBUTE TO MEREDITH NESS

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I honor
Meredith Ness, the Walton County
Teacher of the Year from Mossy Head
Elementary School in DeFuniak
Springs, FL.

Meredith’s colleagues describe her as
possessing the skills and dedication of
a true leader and note that she is high-
ly respected by all at her school. She
views herself as a lifelong learner with
a love for teaching students.

In Meredith’s classes, she uses her
knowledge for research in education
and technology in designing lesson
plans to teach her students. She cur-
rently serves as a professional learning
facilitator, sponsor of Lego league and
robotics club, a teacher mentor, and a
member of the MHS school improve-
ment team.

Meredith has been a teacher for 16
years, with the past 8 years at Mossy
Head Elementary School. She is cur-
rently a fourth grade teacher.

I express my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Meredith for all of the
great work she has done for her stu-
dents and congratulate her for winning
this award.e

———————

TRIBUTE TO BRYAN POEPPERLING

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I
recognize Bryan Poepperling, the
Hendry County Teacher of the Year
from Clewiston High School in
Clewiston, FL.

In Bryan’s classroom, his teaching of
philosophy is based off a quote from
Thomas Edison, ‘“There is no sub-
stitute for hard work.” He works to in-
still this mentality to both his stu-
dents in the classroom, and the stu-
dent-athletes he coaches.

Bryan is the social studies depart-
ment lead and teaches advanced place-
ment U.S. history and U.S. history
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classes to sophomore and juniors at
Clewiston High School. He also coaches
cross country and junior varsity bas-
ketball. He earned his bachelor’s de-
gree in secondary education and social
studies at the Bloomsburg University
of Pennsylvania.

I extend my sincere thanks and grati-
tude to Bryan for his dedication to
helping his students succeed in school.
I look forward to learning of his con-
tinued good work in the coming years.e

————

TRIBUTE TO TAMI PORTER
PARISH

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I
recognize Tami Porter Parish, the
Washington County Teacher of the
Year from Vernon Middle School in
Vernon, FL.

Tami’s students find her more than
their academic influencer, she is also a
kind and admirable friend. Her stu-
dents view her as someone who is al-
ways there for them and inspires them
to achieve academic success. Tami con-
siders herself blessed to teach her stu-
dents, with many seeking her advice
after class.

Tami is an eighth grade teacher at
Vernon Middle School. She believes she
is fortunate to work in the Washington
County School District and would not
trade a day of her teaching for any-
thing.

I would like to express my sincere
thanks and appreciation to Tami and
extend my best wishes on her contin-
ued success in the years to come.®

————
TRIBUTE TO ALANNA ROHLING

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I
honor Alanna Rohling, the Escambia
County Teacher of the Year from Lin-
coln Park Elementary School in Pensa-
cola, FL.

Alanna’s colleagues describe her as a
teacher who embraces students with
emotional challenges and helps them
to succeed through her creative teach-
ing style. She has been credited as a
significant factor of the school’s turn-
around model to improve students’ aca-
demic success in recent years. She
dedicates her time not only to her stu-
dents, but also to their parents, keep-
ing them informed of their students’
progress throughout the school year.

Her students’ parents are grateful for
this dedication, noting she is always
willing to communicate, no matter the
time of day. They believe her efforts
have resulted in their young students
being better prepared for future school-
ing.

Alanna is a kindergarten teacher and
has been at Lincoln Park Elementary
School since 2015. She also serves as
the STEM committee cochair, a mem-
ber of her school’s leadership team, and
works as a mentor to students outside
of school.

I extend my sincere thanks and grati-
tude to Alanna for her work and look
forward to hearing of her continued
success in the years to come.®
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