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Audrey was born on April 9, 1919 in Tren-
ton, New Jersey. She graduated from Trenton
Central High School and completed courses at
Mercer County Community College.

Audrey’s 100 years of life have been filled
with great success. She served 34 years with
General Motors before retiring; she went on to
work, and retire again, for Mercer County gov-
ernment as a Senior Citizen Program aide.
Audrey was also an active member of the
Neighborhood Civic Association for the Tren-
ton Housing Authority. Despite a busy life, Au-
drey has always found time to give back to
her community, frequently volunteering with
Meals on Wheels. Audrey continues to be an
active member at my church, Shiloh Baptist in
Trenton, and serves as a Trustee Aide Mem-
ber and Senior Ministry Member.

In 100 years, Audrey has been blessed to
see her family grow and prosper. With her
husband, the late Lloyd Willis, Sr., Audrey
raised two sons, the late Lloyd Willis, Jr. and
Forrest Willis. She also has four grandchildren
and three great grandchildren.

| have had the pleasure to know Audrey for
more than 50 years. As an integral part of our
church, she always shares her warmth and
caring personality with anyone she meets. Al-
though she has a quiet demeanor, Audrey is
a social butterfly who will find a way to go ev-
erywhere. | ask that my colleagues join me in
celebrating Audrey’s 100th birthday. We wish
you a wonderful and joyful birthday, and many
more blessings in the year ahead.

———

RECOGNIZING THE THAYER LADY
BOBCATS HIGH SCHOOL BASKET-
BALL TEAM

HON. JASON SMITH

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 4, 2019

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor the Thayer Lady Bobcats
Basketball team for winning the Class 2 State
Championship on March 9, 2019, the first
women’s basketball state championship in
school history.

In his third year, Coach Cecil Meyer led the
team to an overall record of 30—-3, winning the
last 14 games of the year. The Lady Bobcats
were full of talented players, notably All-State
Seniors Julie Stone and Angela Sorrell along
with South Central All-Conference members,
Shelby Coursey and Maddy Kerely.

The Lady Bobcats swept through the
postseason on their way to a 52—-35 win over
Mid-Buchanan High School in the champion-
ship game, capping the historic run. Their suc-
cess is a testament to the hard work and
preparation the coaches and players put in
during the preseason and throughout the year.

On behalf of the Eighth Congressional Dis-
trict of Missouri, it is my great privilege to con-
gratulate the Thayer Lady Bobcats on their
historic achievement. We look forward to their
continued success. Go Bobcats.
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FIGHTING AGAINST SOCIALISM IS
A FIGHT WORTH HAVING

HON. PAUL A. GOSAR

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 4, 2019

Mr. GOSAR. Madam Speaker, as we watch
the human tragedy that is Venezuela, it should
be a stark reminder to everyone that socialism
does nothing but destroy the lives of the peo-
ple while enriching the elites. A recent report
out of Venezuela reminded me of a Milton
Friedman quote. The famed economist said,
“If you put the federal government in charge
of the Sahara Desert, in five years there’d be
a shortage of sand.” These are the words
playing out in Venezuela right now.

Venezuela has the world’s largest proven
reserves of oil, yet the socialists in charge
cannot keep the lights on, nor supply the na-
tion with gasoline for their vehicles. It gets
worse for the people of Venezuela as there
are now potable water shortages. Keep in
mind, Venezuela has over 1,500 miles of
coastline and part of the country is a
rainforest. But the socialist rulers cannot seem
to build desalination plants nor transport its
vast water resources to the people that need
it.

Venezuela’s current crisis reinforces my
fight to make sure the United States has an all
of the above energy grid. To function properly,
a nation needs a variety of fuel sources, some
renewables, some nuclear, some hydro, some
carbon based. That is a reality for a mature
economy and civilization.

| fight against rabid environmentalists who
want to shut down every coal plant, every gas
plant, every nuclear plant and dismantle our
dams and hydro power. They accuse of me of
wanting to destroy the environment, which is a
defamatory lie. What is apparent is the leftists
in this country want to destroy our civilization,
our affordable energy and our prosperity. They
want to do to the United States what the same
environmentalists and leftists have done to
Venezuela—leave us without electricity, with-
out food, without water, without communica-
tions.

The emerging socialist movement in this
country is an imminent risk of harm to every-
thing that has made us the leader of the free
world. The socialists in this country present a
clear and present danger to our health and
well-being and should be fought at every op-
portunity.

Our fathers and grandfathers fought against
socialists. They fought and died to make sure
the United States remained free, capitalist and
prosperous. Let the lessons of Venezuela,
Cuba, the Soviet Union and other socialist
countries that have failed miserably, and inflict
death and harm to millions, teach us to
promptly reject U.S. socialists and their harm-
ful ideology, their useful idiocy, and their ma-
levolence.

DANIEL RYLEY
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 4, 2019

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Daniel Ryley

E411

for receiving the Arvada Young Professional
Leadership Award.

Daniel Ryley has recently been named the
Executive Director of the Arvada Economic
Development Association and is receiving this
award for his innovation and entrepreneurship
in the Arvada community. He founded
Drynkware, a reusable drink stirrer that is both
functional and stylish and helps reduce the
use of plastic straws.

The professional accomplishments and
community leadership demonstrated by Daniel
Ryley is exemplary of the type of positive im-
pact that can be made on the City of Arvada.
He serves as Chair of the Community Leaders
of Hope Advisory Committee with Extended
Hands of Hope, a Human Rights organization
that houses and empowers survivors of
human sex trafficking.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Dan-
iel Ryley for winning the Arvada Young Pro-
fessional Leadership Award. | have no doubt
he will exhibit the same dedication and leader-
ship in his future accomplishments.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE NORTH
KANSAS CITY HORNETS STATE
CHAMPIONSHIP

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 4, 2019

Mr. CLEAVER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to commemorate the Missouri Class 5
State Championship won by the North Kansas
City High School Lady Hornets basketball
team. Such an achievement is the result of
strong leadership and years of dedication by
both players and coaches alike. It is truly an
honor to recognize this exemplary group of
athletes from the Fifth District of Missouri.

Claiming the State Title was the culmination
of years of discipline and hard work on the
part of the entire Lady Hornets team. For the
past three years the Lady Hornets were the
District Champions, and for the last four years
they were also the Suburban White-Division
Conference Champions, unfortunately falling
short in the State Playoffs. However, under
the leadership of Head Coach Jeffery Lacy,
this senior class was not content concluding
their high school careers with anything short of
a State Championship. The Lady Hornets’ tre-
mendous success this past season—with
twenty-nine victories compared to a mere two
losses—was the fruition of years of hard work
and a “never-give-up” attitude cultivated by
these remarkable athletes and coaching staff
during their time at North Kansas City High
School. It brings me great joy in saying that
their hard work paid off with a sound victory in
the State Championship on March 16, 2019.

Coming to Jefferson City this year, the Lady
Hornets were pegged as the underdogs to the
high-scoring and hometown Jefferson City
Lady Jays. Despite the doubts, the Hornets re-
mained focused on their ultimate goal. They
maintained a mindset of excelling, no matter
the obstacle, and marched through the State
Tournament with an “us-against-the-world” at-
titude. The Lady Hornets’ road to becoming
North Kansas City’s first female State Cham-
pions is a journey that has been followed by
the entire community, witnessing what is pos-
sible when a group of individuals come to-
gether and dedicate themselves in pursuit of a
common goal.
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