April 8, 2019

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in congratulating Leidos on this momen-
tous occasion and in wishing them great suc-
cess in all their future endeavors. | have no
doubt that they will continue their myriad con-
tributions to our economy, our government
and our community for many more decades to
come.

————
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Mr. VISCLOSKY. Madam Speaker, it is with
great honor and respect that | recognize the
Community Civility Counts Initiative as the or-
ganization celebrates its fourth annual World
Civility Day on April 11, 2019, along with the
Gary Chamber of Commerce, the entire com-
munity of Northwest Indiana, and beyond.
World Civility Day is a day in which we are
asked to become aware of our behavior to-
wards others and to become mindful of our
thoughts, words, and actions. It is a day to re-
member that we can be better people in every
area of life, and to remember that our actions
serve as an example for generations to come.
In observance of this special event, a day of
civility-themed activities will be held at the In-
diana Welcome Center in Hammond, and an
awards banquet will follow in the evening at
the Avalon Manor in Merrillville.

In 2015, Chuck Hughes, Executive Director
of the Gary Chamber of Commerce, and Dr.
Gordon E. Bradshaw, Chairman of the Public
Policy Committee, worked together through
the Gary Chamber to create the Civility
Counts Initiative. The organization’s mission is
to build public awareness of civility and to help
transform communities through positive pro-
grams and relationships. The Initiative works
to raise the consciousness level of individuals
and groups of people, as so many of us face
incidents of disrespect, intolerance, bullying, or
violence. For striving to make a difference in
our communities, the organization and its sup-
porters are worthy of the highest praise.

This year, the organization welcomes and
honors Dr. Clyde Rivers, President and
Founder of IChange Nations. Dr. Rivers is
also an Ambassador-at-Large for the Republic
of Burundi, Africa. Dr. Rivers plans to incor-
porate the Community Civility Counts mes-
sage into his own organization and his work
for peace and civility throughout the world.
Showing her support for this powerful mes-
sage, Ms. Melba Moore, Grammy nominee
and Tony Award winner, will be performing at
the International Awards Dinner. Mr. Michael
Turner, saxophonist for the Ohio Players, and
Mr. Reginald Thornton, original dancer from
the iconic Soul Train television show, will cele-
brate civility through their performances, as
well.

Madam Speaker, | ask you and my other
colleagues to join me in honoring and con-
gratulating the Community Civility Counts Ini-
tiative and in celebrating World Civility Day.
The significance of this movement will have a
positive impact on generation after generation.
For their influence, passion, and dedication to
the community of Northwest Indiana and be-
yond, the leaders and supporters of the Com-
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munity Civility Counts Initiative are to be com-
mended.
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Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Damian Diaz
for receiving the Adams County Mayors and
Commissioners Youth Award.

The Youth Award focuses on teenagers who
have overcome personal adversity and cre-
ated positive changes in their lives and their
community. The program provides businesses,
the community and civic leaders an oppor-
tunity to support young people in their commu-
nities and recognize their accomplishments.
Damian is the perfect recipient for this award
because despite adversities and challenges,
he has become an inspiration and role model
for his peers.

The dedication and leadership demonstrated
by Damian is exemplary of the type of
achievement that can be attained with hard
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of
their education and develop a work ethic
which will guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Damian Diaz for this well-deserved recogni-
tion. | have no doubt he will exhibit the same
dedication and character in all of his future ac-
complishments.

———————
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Mrs. KIRKPATRICK. Madam Speaker, | rise
before you today to recognize two special indi-
viduals, Mr. Richard Fimbres and Mrs. Mary
Fimbres, for their three decades of work and
commitment to bettering the lives of local
youth. In response to their concerns about the
state of education in their community, Richard
and Mary Fimbres helped to found the LULAC
Youth Leadership Conference, a program that
promotes and develops leadership in middle
and high school students.

With the cooperation and involvement of
local public, private, and charter schools, as
well as institutions of higher learning, the
LULAC Youth Leadership Conference has be-
come a nationally recognized program that as-
sists students with resources, mentoring, and
leadership skills, thereby equipping them with
the necessary tools to help them remain in
school, graduate, and further their education.

For 29 years, Richard and Mary Fimbres
have worked to build and grow the con-
ference, and to date, it has hosted over
118,000 participants. Over the years, these
participants have gained invaluable experience
thanks to the conference, including attending a
Resource Fair where they can discover high-
paying careers that will enable them to make
a difference by creating the social and techno-
logical advancements that will define the fu-
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ture of our world. The fair also gives them ac-
cess to health, educational, and life resources
and features a strong public safety component
with law enforcement, fire, and medical emer-
gency professionals who display the latest ve-
hicles, technologies and equipment in their
fields. Additionally, the fair offers 30 interactive
workshops that focus on leadership, health,
culture, issues affecting teens, student re-
sources, and technology. Professionals from
various fields are present to provide informa-
tion about community resources and ways to
access them, as well as offering information
about their career paths. It should also be
noted that, thanks to Richard and Mary
Fimbres and local school systems, students
are provided secure transportation to and from
the conference.

The LULAC Youth Leadership Conference
has been nationally recognized by former First
Ladies Barbara Bush and Hillary Clinton, as
well as Louis Caldera, former Secretary of the
Army, and Lauro Cavazos, former Secretary of
Education. In tandem with the Youth Leader-
ship Conference, Richard and Mary Fimbres
also formed the LULAC Educator's Awards
and Scholarship Banquet, which honors edu-
cators, community leaders, and elected offi-
cials for their work on improving the lives of
youth and the community, as well as raises
funds to go toward educational scholarships.

Mr. and Mrs. Fimbres’ standing as commu-
nity leaders is evident in their commitment and
countless hours of work throughout the com-
munity over the past three decades. Madam
Speaker, | ask you to join me in recognizing
these outstanding citizens and exemplary
leaders for their work and dedication to im-
proving the lives of our young people.

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN
REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2019
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The House in Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union
had under consideration the bill (H.R.
1585) to reauthorize the Violence
Against Women Act of 1994, and for
other purposes:

Mr. McCKINLEY. Mr. Chair, the Violence
Against Women Act is an important law that
authorizes funding to protect women from vio-
lent crimes and supports victims. Let me be
clear: the Violence Against Women Act needs
to be reauthorized. In 2013, | was proud to
vote to reauthorize this legislation. Last fall, |
joined a letter urging Speaker Ryan to pass a
clean extension of the Violence Against
Women Act before it expired. Finally, | will
vote to support a clean one-year extension of
the Violence Against Women Act.

Unfortunately, my Democratic colleagues let
politics stand in the way of funding to help vic-
tims of violent crimes. They have included pro-
visions in H.R. 1585, the Violence Against
Women Reauthorization Act of 2019, to deny
citizens of their constitutional Second Amend-
ment rights without due process. Our requests
for a clean reauthorization, without such politi-
cized provisions, have gone unanswered.

Victims of domestic violence and sexual as-
sault deserve better. This is why | opposed
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