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business with his fraternity brother installing
lawn sprinklers. He eventually transferred to
the University of Southern California (USC) for
his junior year in 1952, where he gained the
necessary tools to run his plumbing business
with the mentality of a businessman. Karl
graduated from USC in 1954 with a B.S. in Fi-
nance. From there, he worked at Kohler and
then created Cobabe Plumbing. By 1964, the
company employed 150 journeymen, operated
a fleet of 76 trucks, and was performing 7,000
jobs a year in Southern California.

In 1968, Karl started a new plumbing supply
business with his friend Ralph Todd called
Todd Pipe & Supply. Their winning theory was
simple: treat your customers as people. This
golden touch playbook led to the small com-
pany in Hawthorne, California growing to nine
highly-respected facilities in California and Ne-
vada, including San Diego. Karl’s success as
a businessowner was the result of hard work,
honesty, integrity, and respect for others. Karl
served as Co-Founder and Chairman of the
company before he sold it in 2004. It still suc-
cessfully operates in Los Angeles, Riverside,
Orange, and San Diego Counties.

Karl's amazing story of business success is
counterbalanced by the emotional deaths of
his first wife to alcohol and cancer, and both
his sons who lost both of their lives to sub-
stance abuse. Karl, too, has struggled with al-
coholism and proudly has over 20 years sobri-
ety today.

When Karl retired from the plumbing indus-
try, he knew he was not done making an im-
pact. Karl’'s golden touch playbook continued
and his persistency to help others made an
even greater turn. More determined than ever
in his war against addiction, Karl established
the Thelma McMillen Center for Alcohol and
Drug Treatment, named in memory of his late
wife, at Torrance Memorial Medical Center.
His gift to the hospital greatly expanded their
existing program, including the creation of a
teen outpatient program, which was important
to him after what happened to his sons.

Karl and his new wife Carol also started the
McMillen Family Foundation. The foundation
made an immediate impact in the Southern
California community and the fight against
substance abuse. To date the foundation has
helped over 60 organizations and has donated
millions of dollars. Organizations that have
benefited include the Thelma McMillen Center
at Torrance Memorial Medical Center, the
House of Hope, Pathways to Independence,
the Friendly House, the Beacon House, 1st
Step, Lynn House, the Shawl House and 2
Alano Clubs.

Karl has seen to it the foundation will go on
in perpetuity, by giving 20 percent of all profits
from his existing business as well as all his
current assets to the foundation upon his
death.

Karl's persistency to help his family, employ-
ees, customers, and those in need highlight
his courage and dedication in changing lives
for the better. Karl is no regular guy. He’s a
champion of Southern California and who we
are as Californians.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

HONORING AMERICAN LEGION
NEW JERSEY COMMANDER RAY
MILLER

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 10, 2019

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam Speaker,
Raymond A. Miller, of Ocean County, N.J. is
a dedicated, decorated American hero who
has served our country in wartime and peace.

Ray donned the uniform first as a member
of the U.S. Air Force to serve and protect his
country. After success in the military, Ray put
on a different uniform that was no less impor-
tant—serving and protecting the citizens of
New Jersey during a long and distinguished
career in law enforcement, all-the-while and
even to this very day, never forgetting his fel-
low veterans.

Born in Jersey City and raised in Trenton,
N.J.,, Ray went on to join the Air Force in
1963, completing both basic training and Air
Police School as part of four years of active
duty in Germany, as well as two years in the
reserves. He entered the State Police Acad-
emy in 1969, and after 30 years as a New
Jersey State Trooper, he retired as a lieuten-
ant. Ray continues to work for the NJ State
Police as a part-time background investigator
of applicants to law enforcement.

Ray married his loving wife Laurinda in
1971, and together they raised two wonderful
daughters, Kimberley and Natalie in Man-
chester Township, N.J. in my district. Laurinda
has served the Unit 129 Auxiliary for 28 years
and is the current president of the Ocean
County American Legion Auxiliary. Ray and
Laurinda have four grandchildren: Kailee Lynn,
Kyle, MacKenzie and Brooke. Today Ray and
Laurinda live in Island Heights, Ocean County,
N.J.

As a trooper Ray was decorated for valor
twice: first for helping apprehend a murderer
who killed two police officers and permanently
maimed another in Mount Holly, N.J., and later
for selflessly and courageously saving a West-
field police officer who was being assaulted by
two escaped murderers.

A dedicated Airman and trooper, Ray’s serv-
ice was complemented by his tireless efforts
to aid his fellow veterans—the core of the mis-
sion of the American Legion.

| have known Ray Miller for a long time. He
is a friend. One of our many, many meetings
was last year at the New Jersey American Le-
gion’s Centennial Gala in Point Pleasant, N.J.,
where we kicked off the celebration of the suc-
cessful and awesome history of the Legion.

This coming September 16, 2019 will mark
the 100th anniversary since Congress passed
the Charter for the American Legion.

It has been a good 100 years for the Le-
gion, and Ray has the honor of leading legion-
naires in the State of New Jersey during this
special century anniversary.

Since its founding, the American Legion has
become the largest wartime veterans’ organi-
zation, counting nearly two million members
across the U.S.A. with more than 12,000
posts. Established by an act of Congress, the
Legion—with leaders like Ray and his prede-
cessors at the helm locally, statewide and na-
tionally—was instrumental in getting the origi-
nal Gl Bill through Congress and the creation
of the Department of Veterans Affairs, today
known as the Veterans Administration.
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A nonpartisan, not-for-profit organization
with legendary leadership and strong organi-
zational structure built on its grass-roots in-
volvement in the legislative process, every
member in the House and Senate seeks the
advice of the American Legion, which always,
always has the interest of veterans and their
families at heart.

As the former chairman of the House Vet-
erans’ Committee, | can attest to the influence,
commitment and hard work of the American
Legion. Its leaders like Ray Miller were indis-
pensable when | wrote such laws as the
Homeless Veterans Comprehensive Assist-
ance Act (P.L. 107-95), and the Veterans
Education and Benefits Expansion Act (P.L.
107-103)—i.e. the Gl Bill expansion—just to
name a few.

Before taking the reins of the American Le-
gion Department of New Jersey last year as
the State Commander, Ray served various po-
sitions at his hometown post, Post 129 in Is-
land Heights, including twice as Post Com-
mander.

Last year, the American Legion began cele-
brating 100 years since it first gathered on the
Jersey Shore so many years ago. Representa-
tives from chapters all across the state have
held the American Legion Convention at Wild-
woods Convention Center since 1918.

To honor the upcoming centennial mile-
stone, local and state legionnaires buried a
time capsule in Wildwood, NJ in front of Amer-
ican Legion Post 184 last June. Since 1918,
the American Legion has held its annual con-
vention in Wildwood.

The Cape May County Herald reported the
capsule, filled with 100 years of historical
items from different posts and counties within
the Garden State, will remain buried for 25
years. On June 8, 2043, it will be unearthed
by Ray’s grandchildren.

Across my District, across the great State of
New Jersey, and across this great nation, the
traditions and legacy of the Legion have be-
come a legacy of wholesome Americana:
American Legion baseball, Boys State, Troop
and Family Support, educational scholarships,
and many other activities sponsored by the
Legion.

This Saturday, his fellow veterans, friends
and family, will honor Ray for a lifetime of
service that continues today. And, 25 years
from now, Ray’s grandchildren will unearth the
memories and history of the New Jersey
American Legion—a history that is replete with
the outstanding contributions and leadership of
American Legionnaire Ray Miller.

| thank Ray, and may God bless him and
his family and all servicemember and vet-
erans.

———

RELEASE OF SECOND DAY OF
JAMES BAKER TRANSCRIPT

HON. DOUG COLLINS

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 10, 2019

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Madam Speaker,
| have released several transcripts of inter-
views from the Judiciary Committee’s inves-
tigation into the apparent wrongdoing at the
FBI and Justice Department. Today, | am re-
leasing another.

The American people deserve transparency.
They deserve to know what transpired in the
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highest levels of the FBI at the origin of the
probe of President Trump’s campaign.

Madam Speaker, | include in the RECORD
the link, www.dougcollins.house.gov/
jamesbaker, so the American people can re-
view the ftranscript of day two of James
Baker’s interview.

Out of an abundance of caution, this tran-
script has a limited number of narrowly tai-
lored redactions, relating only to confidential
sources and methods, non-public information
about ongoing investigations, and non-material
personal information.

| will continue to work to release as many
transcripts as possible. The American people
deserve the truth

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. DINA TITUS

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 10, 2019

Ms. TITUS. Madam Speaker, | was absent
April 8, 2019. If | were present, | would have
voted on the following: Roll no. 157—H. Con.
Res. 19, On motion to suspend the rules and
agree to the resolution: “yea”; Roll no. 158—
H.R. 1331, On motion to suspend the rules
and pass the bill: “yea”; and Roll no. 159—
JOURNAL, On Approving the Journal: “yea”.

—————

HONORING THE BERLIN
BROTHERSVALLEY GIRLS’ BAS-
KETBALL TEAM ON THEIR PIAA
CLASS 1A STATE CHAMPIONSHIP

HON. JOHN JOYCE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 10, 2019

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to honor the Berlin
Brothersvalley High School girls’ basketball
team who won their first PIAA Class 1A state
championship.

The Lady Mountaineers emerged victorious
over Lourdes Regional 41-32. The Lady
Mountaineers got ahead early, ending the first
quarter with an 11-0 lead.

Alexis Yanosky had a team high 12 points
and Zoie Smith added another 10 points. The
hard work the girls put in during the season
paid off in Hershey.

High school athletics is a great way for stu-
dents to build character and form a lasting
bond with teammates.

Please join me in congratulating the Lady
Mountaineers.

—————

IN RECOGNITION OF BGSU HOCK-
EY’S NCAA TOURNAMENT AP-
PEARANCE

HON. ROBERT E. LATTA

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, April 10, 2019

Mr. LATTA. Madam Speaker, | rise to rec-
ognize the Bowling Green State University

Hockey team for earning a bid to the 2019
NCAA Men’s Hockey National Championship

Tournament. Their admittance to this year’s
“Big Dance” follows a 29-year absence and
marked the program’s 10th appearance.

While this year's campaign saw the Falcons’
fourth consecutive 20+ win season and fifth
consecutive winning season, it was the first
tournament appearance in nearly three dec-
ades. The team ranked in the top ten in scor-
ing in the country, while also maintaining an
impressive defense—ranking second in goals
allowed in the NCAA.

The Falcons made the school, the city, and
the entire community proud. Once again, con-
gratulations to the Falcons on their NCAA
Tournament appearance. Great job, Bowling
Green Hockey.

————————

REMEMBRANCE OF MICHAEL
PRATT

HON. RODNEY DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 10, 2019

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of lllinois. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to honor the life of Mi-
chael “Mike” Pratt, who passed away on
March 30th of this year. Mike Pratt worked as
a Logistics and Support Specialist under the
Chief Administrative Officer since November
2006. During those years, he worked diligently
throughout the U.S. Capitol in his support role
providing special event and furniture moving
services to the Capitol and the Capitol Visitor
Center.

Mike was a well-known face throughout the
Capitol for his superior work supporting major
events, such as multiple State of the Union
Addresses, Presidential Inaugurations, Con-
gressional Gold Medal Ceremonies, Congres-
sional Transitions, and various other events
that took place here in our nation’s capital.
However, what ingratiated Mike to the many
offices and employees in the Capitol was his
commitment to his day-to-day tasks.

It is the dedicated service of Mike and his
colleagues that allow the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives to function seamlessly on a daily
basis. Mike is survived by his long-time
girlfriend, Renika Bridges and son, Caliea
“Spunky” Hill. We remember him as a true
professional and remain grateful for his many
years of service to Congress. | extend my
deepest condolences to his family, friends,
and co-workers. He will be missed.

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN
REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2019

SPEECH OF

HON. KENDRA S. HORN

OF OKLAHOMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 3, 2019

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 1585) to reauthor-
ize the Violence Against Women Act of 1994,
and for other purposes:

Ms. KENDRA S. HORN of Oklahoma. Mr.
Chair, | am honored to have supported the
2019 reauthorization of the Violence Against
Women Act (VAWA). This vitally important leg-
islation continues and expands critical protec-
tions for families and women facing abuse.
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As an Oklahoman and member of the Na-
tive American Caucus, | am grateful this legis-
lation expands protection for our Native
women, children, and law enforcement. House
Resolution 1585 improves tribal access to fed-
eral crime information databases. It creates
new mechanisms that let us hold non-Native
abusers of Natives accountable. It reaffirms
that tribal governments can prosecute those
non-Natives in cases of domestic and intimate
partner violence, and it expands those protec-
tions to children. Native children are 50 times
more likely to be abused, according to the Na-
tional Congress of American Indians, and 60
percent of the non-Native-on-Native abuse
crimes tried since 2013 have involved chil-
dren.

Health care is one of the most important
issues in my district. H.R. 1585 creates more
opportunities and access to survivors. It reau-
thorizes critical grants providers use to treat
patients, and it broadens the reach of these
grants to develop services to address the
safety, medical, and mental health needs of
survivors, while maintaining the grants’ local
focus on providing funds to state domestic and
sexual violence coalitions.

We need to work every day to support sur-
vivors and provide the services they and their
families need. When we work with survivors,
though, we must examine the root of the prob-
lem and study long-term effects. We, as pol-
icymakers, understand survivors have under-
gone trauma, but we do not focus enough on
the lasting effect trauma can have on health—
both mental and physical. We need to ac-
knowledge Adverse Childhood Experiences
(ACEs).

ACE scores are determined through a ten-
question quiz that is based on a list of experi-
ences people might see or undergo before
turning 18. It includes sexual abuse, neglect,
and incarceration of a parent or family mem-
ber.

If a person has experienced four or more of
these adverse experiences, they are 700 per-
cent more likely to be diagnosed with depres-
sion. They are more likely to have attempted
suicide. Severe obesity, diabetes, cancer, and
stroke all become more likely the higher one’s
ACEs score. Oklahoma’s average score is 4.8.
It is no coincidence that we rank poorly for
health outcomes.

| am proud of local providers in my own dis-
trict including the Palomar Family Justice Cen-
ter, that use ACEs data to interrupt the cycle
of abuse. | am also proud of the Potts Family
Foundation, which has been a leader in our
community on the conversation about trauma.

We must take an evidence-based approach.
We must understand the nature and impact of
trauma to best serve those who have suffered.

———

COMMEMORATING NATIONAL
WEEK OF CONVERSATION

HON. STEVE STIVERS

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 10, 2019

Mr. STIVERS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
on behalf of the citizens of Ohio’s 15th Con-
gressional District to commemorate the Na-
tional Week of Conversation, a week that
seeks to encourage all individuals to have
meaningful conversations with one another,
and to respect differing opinions.
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April 10, 2019 Congressional Record
Correction To Page E444
April 10, 2019, on page E444, the following appeared: 
Mr. JOYCE. Madam Speaker,

The online version has been corrected to read: 
Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam Speaker,
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