
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S2431 April 11, 2019 
man in Cleveland named Danny Sala-
zar, who was trying to arrange visas for 
his family to visit him from the Do-
minican Republic. You may recognize 
the name Danny Salazar—he was the 
Cleveland Indians’ star pitcher, and the 
reason he wanted his family to come 
visit was because he had been selected 
to play in the MLB All-Star Game in 
San Diego. Diana got right on the case, 
and, working with other members of 
our team, she was able to make sure 
Danny’s family got visa appointments 
in time for the game. Danny’s mother 
got to come watch the game with her 
son, and he sent our office a picture of 
him and his family at Petco Park—a 
picture that hung on Diana’s wall. 

Of course Diana’s efforts weren’t re-
stricted to Major League Baseball 
players. Our office helps any Ohioan 
who needs it, and we have received 
piles of letters over the years from 
Ohioans writing to thank Diana for all 
her hard work for them. 

After Diana helped her with her So-
cial Security claim, a woman from 
Elyria wrote: ‘‘Diana, you are an angel 
in disguise. You literally saved my life 
and ended my despair.’’ Another 
woman from Avon wrote to Diana, 
‘‘Many thanks for doing the near im-
possible!’’ 

Diana didn’t stop with helping indi-
vidual Ohioans. Over the years she 
worked on several cases related to ALS 
patients, who faced a mandatory wait-
ing period of two years before they 
could receive disability benefits. Trag-
ically, ALS is a fast-progressing dis-
ease, and many patients pass away be-
fore the 2-year waiting period is over. 
Diana brought the issue to our office’s 
attention, and our legislative staff 
went to work. I joined my colleagues in 
the House and Senate to introduce leg-
islation to fix this, and we eventually 
got it done. We reduced the 2-year 
waiting period to 5 months. This year, 
as Diana’s time with our office comes 
to a close, I have joined a bipartisan 
group of colleagues to introduce legis-
lation to eliminate the waiting period 
for ALS patients all together. That is 
how our office works best—we talk to 
Ohioans, dedicated workers in Ohio 
like Diana listen to their stories and 
bring their issues to the attention of 
our office, and our legislative staff 
works on a solution. 

We are all going to miss Diana when 
she retires at the end of this month, 
but she has earned a long and happy re-
tirement spent with her family in Lo-
rain. Diana’s impact on this office will 
be felt long after she is gone. She has 
built one of the best casework oper-
ations in the country, and I know her 
team is going to carry on Diana’s leg-
acy, serving Ohioans with compassion 
and dedication for years to come. 

Diana, thank you for your service to 
the people of Ohio. 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

REMEMBERING EVERETT CHAVEZ 

∑ Mr. HEINRICH. Mr. President, it is 
an honor to remember and recognize 
the life of Governor Everett Chavez. 

Governor Chavez devoted his life to 
the people of Santo Domingo Pueblo 
and to building a strong future for the 
next generation of leaders in Indian 
Country. 

Chavez served three terms as the 
Governor of Kewa Pueblo, also known 
as Santo Domingo. 

Governor Chavez also served as the 
superintendent of the Santa Fe Indian 
School, mentoring Native youth and 
setting high expectations for their edu-
cational achievements. 

He was a proud graduate of the Uni-
versity of New Mexico, where he re-
ceived a degree in electrical engineer-
ing. 

Thanks to his dedication, many stu-
dents received scholarships for college 
and put their education to work in 
their communities. 

Governor Chavez was powerful at in-
fluencing policy to benefit Indian 
Country at the highest levels of gov-
ernment. 

Governor Chavez served on President 
Obama’s advisory committee for Na-
tive American and Alaskan Natives. 

He worked with New Mexico Sec-
retary of State Maggie Toulouse Oliver 
to increase voter registration and elec-
tion participation in Native commu-
nities. 

He was constantly building partner-
ships and implementing major initia-
tives in his community. 

He was hard at work serving others 
until the very end. 

New Mexico has lost one of our great-
est leaders. 

My thoughts are with Governor 
Chavez’s family. 

His legacy will endure in all of those 
he inspired through his selfless ac-
tions.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CHARLES ‘‘CHUCK’’ 
JOHNSON 

∑ Ms. ROSEN. Mr. President, today I 
have the privilege of recognizing the 
distinguished service of Commander 
Charles ‘‘Chuck’’ Johnson, a highly re-
spected Korean and Vietnam war vet-
eran. Having enlisted in the U.S. Army 
at age 16 before completing his high 
school education, Chuck served his 
country honorably for 21 years on the 
front lines of combat in both Korea and 
Vietnam. 

Chuck’s commitment to serve did not 
waver after returning home, and he has 
spent much of his civilian life advo-
cating and caring for Nevada’s vet-
erans, fighting to ensure that their 
service is never forgotten. Commander 
of the Southern Nevada chapter of the 
Korean War Veterans Association, 
Chuck played a critical role in estab-
lishing a Korean War Memorial at the 
Veterans Memorial Cemetery in Boul-

der City, NV, which stands as a testa-
ment to the more than 9,000 Korean 
war veterans buried there. Chuck per-
sisted for over 24 years to see this 
project come to fruition, and as a com-
munity, we are beyond grateful for his 
dedication to this worthy cause. 

Known as a leader and community 
servant throughout southern Nevada, 
Chuck was most recently recognized as 
News 3 Las Vegas’s Veteran of the 
Month. Throughout the month of 
March, we saluted Chuck for his tire-
less work to make our community, 
State, and country a better, safer, and 
more just place. I am grateful for Com-
mander Johnson’s sacrifice and patri-
otism and look forward to observing 
his continued work on behalf of vet-
erans in Nevada and beyond.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JESSICA HEINZ 

∑ Mr. ROUNDS. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Jessica Heinz, an intern in 
my Washington, DC, office, for all the 
hard work she has done on behalf of 
myself, my staff, and the State of 
South Dakota. 

Jessica is a graduate of the Univer-
sity of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. 
She is currently pursuing her master of 
science degree in terrorism and secu-
rity policy at American University. 
Jessica is a dedicated and diligent 
worker who has been devoted to get-
ting the most out of her internship ex-
perience and has been a true asset to 
the office. 

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Jessica for all of the fine 
work she has done and wish her contin-
ued success in the years to come.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING VERMONT MEALS 
ON WHEELS 

∑ Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I 
would like to recognize the tremendous 
work of Vermont’s Meals on Wheels 
programs. Last year, Meals on Wheels 
prepared and home-delivered nearly 
800,000 freshly cooked nutritious meals 
to more than 5,700 Vermont seniors. In 
our State the second oldest in the Na-
tion, these meals are essential to help-
ing ensure that older Vermonters, par-
ticularly those living in rural areas, 
have access to adequate nutrition. 

These meals are made possible by the 
hard work of hundreds of dedicated 
professionals and volunteers at 
Vermont’s five Area Agencies on 
Aging, local Meals on Wheels pro-
viders, and senior centers. From the 
chefs who prepare the nutritious meals, 
to the senior center staff that coordi-
nate deliveries, to the volunteer driv-
ers who deliver the meals, Vermont’s 
Meals on Wheels network is a critically 
important part of our social safety net 
for older Vermonters. 

Of course, Meals on Wheels is much 
more than just delivering a nutritious 
meal, as important as that is. Volun-
teer drivers also provide invaluable so-
cial interaction and companionship for 
the seniors they visit, which goes a 
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