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Whereas, in 2003, Congress—

(1) determined that coordinating Federal
financial literacy efforts and formulating a
national strategy is important; and

(2) in light of that determination, passed
the Financial Literacy and Education Im-
provement Act (20 U.S.C. 9701 et seq.), estab-
lishing the Financial Literacy and Education
Commission: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates April 2019 as ‘‘Financial Lit-
eracy Month” to raise public awareness
about—

(A) the importance of personal financial
education in the United States; and

(B) the serious consequences that may re-
sult from a lack of understanding about per-
sonal finances; and

(2) calls on the Federal Government,
States, localities, schools, nonprofit organi-
zations, businesses, and the people of the
United States to observe Financial Literacy
Month with appropriate programs and activi-
ties.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 169—RE-
QUESTING A STATEMENT UNDER
SECTION 502B(C) OF THE FOR-
EIGN ASSISTANCE ACT OF 1961
WITH RESPECT TO VIOLATIONS
OF HUMAN RIGHTS BY THE GOV-
ERNMENT OF SAUDI ARABIA

Mr. MERKLEY (for himself, Mr.
SANDERS, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. DURBIN, Mr.
WYDEN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, and Mr. KAINE)
submitted the following resolution;
which was referred to the Committee
on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 169

Whereas, on December 13, 2018, the Senate
unanimously agreed to Senate Joint Resolu-
tion 69, 115th Congress, stating that the Sen-
ate ‘“‘believes Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman is responsible for the murder of
Jamal Khashoggi’’, a United States resident
and renowned journalist;

Whereas the President has not met his ob-
ligation to determine whether any foreign
person, including the highest ranking offi-
cials in the Government of Saudi Arabia, is
responsible for the gross violation of Mr.
Khashoggi’s internationally recognized
human rights;

Whereas the Government of Saudi Arabia
has yet to publicly identify the 11 individ-
uals indicted in connection with the killing
of Mr. Khashoggi, 5 of whom will reportedly
face the death penalty if convicted;

Whereas, on March 12, 2018, the Govern-
ment of Saudi Arabia formally charged 10
women’s rights activists on charges of sup-
porting ‘‘hostile elements’, after being de-
tained since May 2018 with no charges
brought;

Whereas reputable human rights non-
governmental organizations allege that au-
thorities of the Government of Saudi Arabia
have tortured at least 4 of the 10 women’s
rights activists including the leader of the
successful movement to grant women the
rights to drive in Saudi Arabia, Aziza al-
Yousef;

Whereas Samar Badawi, who was awarded
the International Women of Courage Award
by the Secretary of State in 2012 for her ef-
forts to reform the discriminatory male
guardianship system in Saudi Arabia, is also
among the group of 10 women’s rights activ-
ists facing charges;

Whereas the Government of Saudi Arabia
has detained not fewer than 120 peaceful ad-
vocates, including blogger Raif Badawi and
human rights lawyer Waleed Abu al-Khair,
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part of a disturbing pattern of human rights
violations by that Government detailed in 59
pages of the 2018 Country Reports on Human
Rights Practices of the Department of State;

Whereas the 2018 Country Reports on
Human Rights Practices highlight human
rights violations by the Government of
Saudi Arabia, including—

(1) executions for nonviolent offenses;

(2) forced renditions;

(3) forced disappearances;

(4) torture of prisoners and detainees by
government agents;

() arbitrary arrest and detention;

(6) arrest and detention of political pris-
oners;

(7) restrictions on the freedoms of peaceful
assembly, association, and movement;

(8) severe restrictions of religious freedom;

(9) citizens’ lack of ability and legal means
to choose their government through free and
fair elections;

(10) trafficking in persons;

(11) violence and official discrimination
against women; and

(12) criminalization of consensual same-sex
sexual activity;

Whereas the 2018 Country Reports on
Human Rights Practices also reference an
August 2018 study, commissioned by the
United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights, which—

(1) found that the military coalition led by
Saudi Arabia was responsible for the major-
ity of the civilian casualties in Yemen that
the United Nations was able to verify from
March 2015 to June 2018; and

(2) concluded that the coalition’s repeated
failures to avoid civilian casualties and exer-
cise the proportionate use of military force
violate international humanitarian law and
may amount to war crimes;

Whereas that study also—

(1) found that the military coalition re-
stricted the flow of food, medical supplies,
and fuel through Yemen’s critical ports of
Hudaydah and Mokha, and forced the closure
of Sana’a International Airport; and

(2) stated, ‘‘Given the severe humanitarian
impact that the de facto blockades have had
on the civilian population and in the absence
of any verifiable military impact, they con-
stitute a violation of the proportionality
rule of international humanitarian law.’’;

Whereas section 620I(a) of the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2378-1(a)),
states that no assistance shall be furnished
under that Act or the Arms Export Control
Act (22 U.S.C. 2751 et seq.) to any country
“when it is made known to the President
that the government of such country pro-
hibits or otherwise restricts, directly or indi-
rectly, the transport or delivery of United
States humanitarian assistance’’;

Whereas subsection (a)(2) of section 502B of
the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C.
2304) states that ‘‘no security assistance may
be provided to any country the government
of which engages in a consistent pattern of
gross violations of internationally recog-
nized human rights’’; and

Whereas subsection (d)(1) of that section
defines the term ‘‘gross violations of inter-
national recognized human rights’” to in-
clude ‘‘torture or cruel, inhuman, or degrad-
ing treatment or punishment, prolonged de-
tention without charges and trial, causing
the disappearance of persons by the abduc-
tion and clandestine detention of those per-
sons, and other flagrant denial of the right
to life, liberty, or the security of person’’:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That—

(1) it is the sense of the Senate that—

(A) the President should fully comply with
the Global Magnitsky Human Rights Ac-
countability Act (subtitle F of title XII of
Public Law 114-328; 22 U.S.C. 2656 note) by
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issuing a determination, in response to the
request submitted to the President on Octo-
ber 10, 2018, under section 1263(d) of that Act,
with respect to the involvement of high-
ranking officials of the Government of Saudi
Arabia, including Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman, in the Kkilling of Jamal
Khashoggi; and

(B) the United States should call upon the
Government of Saudi Arabia—

(i) to release all peaceful human rights ac-
tivists, journalists, and religious minorities
held in detention by that Government; and

(ii) to take actions that reverse that Gov-
ernment’s gross violation of internationally
recognized human rights; and

(2) pursuant to section 502B(c)(1) of the
Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C.
2304(c)(1)), the Senate requests the Secretary
of State to submit to Congress, in unclassi-
fied form, but with a classified annex if nec-
essary, a statement with respect to Saudi
Arabia setting forth—

(A) the matters described in subparagraphs
(A), (B), and (C) of such section; and

(B) pursuant to subparagraph (D) of such
section—

(i) information on the involvement of the
highest-ranking officials in the Government
of Saudi Arabia, including Crown Prince Mo-
hammed bin Salman, in the murder of Jamal
Khashoggi;

(ii) information on the measures the Gov-
ernment of Saudi Arabia is taking to allevi-
ate the humanitarian crisis in Yemen by in-
creasing access for Yemenis to food, fuel,
medicine, and medical evacuation, including
through the appropriate use of Yemen’s Red
Sea ports, including the port of Hudaydah,
the airport in Sana’a, and external border
crossings with Saudi Arabia;

(iii) information on actions the Govern-
ment of Saudi Arabia is taking to reduce the
risk of harm to civilians and civilian infra-
structure resulting from military operations
of that Government in Yemen, including
by—

(I) complying with applicable agreements
and laws regulating defense articles pur-
chased or transferred from the United
States; and

(IT) taking appropriate steps to avoid dis-
proportionate harm to civilians and civilian
infrastructure; and

(iv) information on each incident for which
the Joint Incidents Assessment Team in
Yemen has reached a conclusion.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 170—RECOG-
NIZING THE FIFTH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE CHIBOK GIRLS
KIDNAPPING BY THE BOKO
HARAM TERRORIST ORGANIZA-
TION AND CALLING ON THE GOV-
ERNMENT OF NIGERIA TO RE-
DOUBLE EFFORTS TO BRING AN
END TO THE CONFLICT IN
NORTHEAST AND CENTRAL NI-
GERIA AND TO PROVIDE ASSIST-
ANCE TO THE VICTIMS

Ms. BALDWIN (for herself, Mr.
RUBIO, Mr. DURBIN, Ms. COLLINS, and
Mrs. SHAHEEN) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 170

Whereas the Boko Haram is a Nigeria-
based militant group with links to Al-Qaeda
in the Islamic Maghreb and the Islamic
State;

Whereas Boko Haram’s campaign of mass
and systemic brutality has led to the deaths
of tens of thousands of individuals in north-
east and central Nigeria and, according to
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