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In 1959, a group of students in the music
department at Shaw Junior High School
formed El Corols, the first rhythm and blues
band in the District of Columbia. El Corols was
highly sought-after for school and private par-
ties all over the city and beyond. The band
performed for many charitable and community
organizations throughout the city. During the
summer, the group spent the majority of its
time performing at Carr's Beach, a public
beach for African Americans in Annapolis,
Maryland. (African Americans were not wel-
come at any of the “white” beaches. Although
our nation was segregated, many found com-
fort and joy through the vibrant musical talents
of El Corols.)

The band consisted of teenagers, yet the
members were honored and privileged to be
the “house band” at the beach. The band was
presented with opportunities to perform and
accompanied many of the famous stars of that
era, including Dionne Warwick, Patti LaBelle
and the Bluebells, Bobby “Blue” Bland, Billy
Stewart, Gene Chandler, and James Brown, to
name a few. As teenagers, the band members
had no idea that they were making history.
They were simply excited about playing music
and entertaining.

The apex of El Corols’ experience was their
performance with Nat King Cole in 1963 at
Eastern High School, where United States At-
torney General Robert F. Kennedy was an
honored guest. Another highlight of El Corols’
experience was the invitation to perform at the
Debutante Cotillion of New York Socialite
Fernanda Wetherhill Wannamaker in South
Hampton, Long Island.

As the members of El Corols reflect on their
teenage years, they continue to cherish the
lifelong memories and experiences they were
afforded simply due to their dedication to and
love of music.

El Corols is indebted to its manager, Cap-
tain William Rumsey, who was Dunbar High
School’'s Military Science Teacher. Captain
Rumsey later became the Principal of McKin-
ley Technical High School, and upon his re-
tirement from the public school system, he be-
came Director of the District of Columbia
Parks and Recreation Department. Captain
Rumsey was a strict disciplinarian and as-
sured the band members’ parents that they
were in capable hands and would be well
cared for under his management. Captain
Rumsey never failed in his commitment to the
band and stands in a proud space in history
alongside the members of El Corols.

Madam Speaker, it is my honor today to
recognize the rich history of El Corols on the
occasion of its 60th reunion. | ask my col-
leagues to join me in this recognition.
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Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor a distinguished member of the
Edgemont community in my district, Mr. David
M.C. Stern, who this year is being honored by
the Edgemont Community Council with their
Silver Bowl Award for Distinguished Commu-
nity Service.

David served two terms on the school
board, from 2010 to 2016, was president in
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2015-2016, and made his mark on the cur-
riculum, audit and superintendent search com-
mittees, as well as liaison to the Edgemont
School Foundation and the Scarsdale Teach-
ers Institute. He has coached over 20 seasons
of local youth sports—soccer, lacrosse, bas-
ketball and tee-ball—and now serves as presi-
dent of Edgemont Youth Lacrosse. In the
schools, David has taught Great Books and
volunteered in the Wiggleworks reading pro-
gram. He currently sits on the School Board
Nominating Committee and is a former direc-
tor of the ECC. David has been an assistant
Cub Scouts den leader, and he has been a
long-time member of Greenville Fire District’s
volunteer fire company, where he has served
as a volunteer firefighter.

David also currently serves as chairman of
the board of Westchester Institute for Human
Development, a Valhalla-based organization
that works with developmentally disabled men
and women, and member of the board of
MusicCorps/Renovation in Music Education in
Washington D.C., which uses music to help
wounded military veterans recover. David has
also been a director of the Scarsdale-
Edgemont United Way, and a member of the
Woodlands Community Temple School Board.

Professionally, David runs a consulting firm
that provides strategic business advisory serv-
ices to healthcare organizations and investors.
After graduating from Edgemont in 1982,
David went on to get a BA and an MBA from
Yale. David lives on Old Army Road with his
wife Mary Elizabeth and their children Kasey,
Gavin and Fiona.

As you can see Madam Speaker, David
Stern is a very active member of the commu-
nity who is most deserving of this wonderful
recognition from the Edgemont Community
Council. | want to congratulate him on this
honor.

———
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WILDLIFE REFUGE IN HONOR OF
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Mr. HASTINGS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the dedication of the Hobe
Sound National Wildlife Refuge in honor of the
late Nathaniel P. Reed. Nathaniel, who was
known as Nat, was an enviromnentalist and
champion of Florida’s environment. He served
as Assistant Secretary of Fish, Wildlife, and
Parks at the United States Department of the
Interior from 1971 to 1977, under President
Richard Nixon and President Gerald Ford.
Furthermore, had it not been for Nathaniel, our
nation would be without the Marine Mammals
Protection Act, the intact and expanded Red-
woods National Park, the Endangered Species
Act and the Clean Water Act.

Originally born in New York City, Nathaniel
spent much of his time growing up in Hobe
Sound, Florida. His concern for the environ-
ment developed from his firsthand experience
with the threat of overpopulation to Florida’s
natural landscape and by the example of his
mother, who was a lead organizer in opposing
the development of a theme park on an island
near their home.
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Nathaniel started his career in the family
real estate and hotel business in Florida,
where his concern for the environment steered
him into public service. He went on to serve
six Florida governors.

He was a member of many environmental
advocacy groups, most notably the 1000
Friends of Florida, an organization which he
founded, and served as president and chair-
man. He also served on the boards of the Ev-
erglades Foundation (which he helped found),
the Nature Conservancy, the Atlantic Salmon
Federation, the Natural Resources Defense
Council, the National Audubon Society, Yel-
lowstone National Park, the National Geo-
graphic Society, and the South Florida Water
Management District. Throughout his career,
he was one of the most eloquent and effective
advocates for fish, wildlife and nature of the
20th and 21st centuries.

The Hobe Sound National Wildlife refuge is
a part of the United States National Wildlife
Refuge system, and is the type of vulnerable
land Nathaniel dedicated his life to protecting.
The newly named Nathaniel P. Reed Hobe
Sound National Wildlife Refuge will rightly
honor his life’s work.

Madam Speaker, Nathaniel was a power-
house of Florida politics, but more than that,
he was a dear friend and a mentor to me, as
well as to countless others. During his six dec-
ades of activism, he was a tireless crusader
for the environment and the Everglades. Na-
thaniel inspired generations of conservation-
ists, and what he did for America’s River of
Grass is immeasurable. Hobe Sound rep-
resents the starting place of Nathaniel's love
for our nation’s environment, and this dedica-
tion of the Hobe Sound National Wildlife Ref-
uge in his honor will allow his life and legacy
to always endure.

———
REGARDING THE DESIGNATION OF
IRAN’S ISLAMIC REVOLU-

TIONARY GUARDS CORPS AS A
FOREIGN TERRORIST ORGANIZA-
TION
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Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Madam Speaker, | in-
clude in the RECORD the following release
which includes the statement by Mrs. Maryam
Rajavi, the President-elect of the National
Council of Resistance of Iran, regarding the
designation of Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary
Guards Corps (IRGC) as a Foreign Terrorist
Organization.

Mrs. Maryam Rajavi, the President-elect of
the National Council of Resistance of Iran, de-
scribed the inclusion of the suppressive Revo-
lutionary Guards (IRGC) in the State Depart-
ment’s list of Foreign Terrorist Organizations
(FTO) as a long-standing and rightful demand
of the Iranian Resistance, an imperative for
Middle East security, peace, and stability, and
an urgent and necessary step to end war and
terrorism throughout the region and the world.

“This action, which was long overdue,
should now be completed by designating the
Iranian regime’s Ministry of Intelligence and
Security (MOIS),” Mrs. Rajavi added.

The Revolutionary Guard Corps, which does
not even carry Iran in its official nhame, con-
stitutes the pillar of the velayat-e fagih regime
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