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mourning and solidarity. We send our 
heartfelt condolences to the families of 
the victims, and we vow to never let 
the people of Sri Lanka or any country 
stand alone before the scourge of ter-
rorism. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

f 

SYNAGOGUE SHOOTING 

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, the shoot-
ing that targeted the Jewish commu-
nity in the San Diego area this week-
end was a heartbreaking reminder of 
the new challenges facing our country 
and the world in the 21st century. 

In centuries past, purveyors of anti- 
Semitism, xenophobia, Islamophobia, 
racism, and other vile forms of hatred 
employed the ancient tools of whisper 
and rumor and incitement in the vil-
lage squares to intoxicate mobs with 
fear, and fuel violence against those of 
a different race, a different religion, a 
different origin, and a different color. 

Today, the internet and social media 
have provided haters with modern tools 
to do the same incitement. We have 
seen it in Pittsburgh and in San Diego. 
We have seen it in Charlottesville; in 
Christchurch, New Zealand; and in Sri 
Lanka. We have seen it in the viral im-
ages online using anti-Semitic tropes, 
or painting Muslims as terrorists, or 
vilifying migrant families. 

As a nation, we need to take action 
to counter these new forms of incite-
ment. We are observing a lesson in how 
hatred has adapted to the 21st century. 

What we learn from that lesson and 
how we adapt to combat new tools of 
hatred will determine whether our de-
mocracy and commitment to tolerance 
and pluralism will survive this cen-
tury. 

Mr. Speaker, I pray for the victims of 
this weekend’s shooting, and I say to 
them and all the others who have been 
targeted by hate in our day: this House 
stands against hate and will continue 
to do its part to promote the vision of 
our Founders, of a nation where all are 
created equal, and endowed not by the 
government or the Constitution, but by 
their creator with certain unalienable 
rights, and among these are: life, lib-
erty, and the pursuit of happiness. 

Let us all stand for tolerance, for in-
clusion, and reject hate. One nation, 
under God, indivisible, with liberty and 
justice for all. 

f 

SYNAGOGUE SHOOTING IN POWAY 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, as 
Members have all heard, this weekend 
our Nation experienced another hor-
rific attack on the Jewish people dur-

ing Passover, this time in a shooting at 
a San Diego-area synagogue. 

This is something that I am afraid is 
becoming too commonplace, and we are 
becoming comfortable with this type of 
violence against Jewish people around 
our country and even around the world. 

Multiple people were injured. One 
person even lost her life, Lori Gilbert- 
Kaye. Eyewitnesses claimed she died 
while shielding the Rabbi from gunfire, 
her friend of more than 30 years. 

Almog Peretz shepherded many chil-
dren away from the gunfire and toward 
safety. 

While most people, understandably, 
were fleeing this violence, Army vet-
eran, Oscar Stewart, instinctively ran 
towards the gunfire, which froze the 
shooter. He was shouting and intimi-
dating the shooter which eventually 
chased him off. 

From there, off-duty U.S. Border Pa-
trol Officer Jonathan Morales joined 
him in the parking lot with a handgun 
and shot several rounds at the shoot-
er’s car which made him continue to 
flee. 

There is no telling how bad this could 
have gotten without the heroics of 
these folks. And as Oscar Stewart al-
luded, a good guy with a gun can stop 
a bad guy with a gun, and it happened 
in this case. 

Join me in praying for Lori Gilbert- 
Kaye and her family, and for all those 
who were injured. God bless those who 
stepped up and saved the lives of oth-
ers. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 4:30 p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 11 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1632 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. CUELLAR) at 4 o’clock and 
32 minutes p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or votes objected 
to under clause 6 of rule XX. 

The House will resume proceedings 
on postponed questions at a later time. 

f 

TARGET PRACTICE AND MARKS-
MANSHIP TRAINING SUPPORT 
ACT 

Mr. VAN DREW. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 1222) to amend the Pittman-Rob-

ertson Wildlife Restoration Act to fa-
cilitate the establishment of additional 
or expanded public target ranges in 
certain States. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1222 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Target Prac-
tice and Marksmanship Training Support 
Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS; PURPOSE. 

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that— 
(1) the use of firearms and archery equip-

ment for target practice and marksmanship 
training activities on Federal land is al-
lowed, except to the extent specific portions 
of that land have been closed to those activi-
ties; 

(2) in recent years preceding the date of en-
actment of this Act, portions of Federal land 
have been closed to target practice and 
marksmanship training for many reasons; 

(3) the availability of public target ranges 
on non-Federal land has been declining for a 
variety of reasons, including continued popu-
lation growth and development near former 
ranges; 

(4) providing opportunities for target prac-
tice and marksmanship training at public 
target ranges on Federal and non-Federal 
land can help— 

(A) to promote enjoyment of shooting, rec-
reational, and hunting activities; and 

(B) to ensure safe and convenient locations 
for those activities; 

(5) Federal law in effect on the date of en-
actment of this Act, including the Pittman- 
Robertson Wildlife Restoration Act (16 
U.S.C. 669 et seq.), provides Federal support 
for construction and expansion of public tar-
get ranges by making available to States 
amounts that may be used for construction, 
operation, and maintenance of public target 
ranges; and 

(6) it is in the public interest to provide in-
creased Federal support to facilitate the con-
struction or expansion of public target 
ranges. 

(b) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this Act is to 
facilitate the construction and expansion of 
public target ranges, including ranges on 
Federal land managed by the Forest Service 
and the Bureau of Land Management. 
SEC. 3. DEFINITION OF PUBLIC TARGET RANGE. 

In this Act, the term ‘‘public target range’’ 
means a specific location that— 

(1) is identified by a governmental agency 
for recreational shooting; 

(2) is open to the public; 
(3) may be supervised; and 
(4) may accommodate archery or rifle, pis-

tol, or shotgun shooting. 
SEC. 4. AMENDMENTS TO PITTMAN-ROBERTSON 

WILDLIFE RESTORATION ACT. 
(a) DEFINITIONS.—Section 2 of the Pittman- 

Robertson Wildlife Restoration Act (16 
U.S.C. 669a) is amended— 

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (2) through 
(8) as paragraphs (3) through (9), respec-
tively; and 

(2) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(2) the term ‘public target range’ means a 
specific location that— 

‘‘(A) is identified by a governmental agen-
cy for recreational shooting; 

‘‘(B) is open to the public; 
‘‘(C) may be supervised; and 
‘‘(D) may accommodate archery or rifle, 

pistol, or shotgun shooting;’’. 
(b) EXPENDITURES FOR MANAGEMENT OF 

WILDLIFE AREAS AND RESOURCES.—Section 
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8(b) of the Pittman-Robertson Wildlife Res-
toration Act (16 U.S.C. 669g(b)) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘(b) Each State’’ and insert-
ing the following: 

‘‘(b) EXPENDITURES FOR MANAGEMENT OF 
WILDLIFE AREAS AND RESOURCES.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
paragraph (2), each State’’; 

(2) in paragraph (1) (as so designated), by 
striking ‘‘construction, operation,’’ and in-
serting ‘‘operation’’; 

(3) in the second sentence, by striking 
‘‘The non-Federal share’’ and inserting the 
following: 

‘‘(3) NON-FEDERAL SHARE.—The non-Federal 
share’’; 

(4) in the third sentence, by striking ‘‘The 
Secretary’’ and inserting the following: 

‘‘(4) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary’’; and 
(5) by inserting after paragraph (1) (as des-

ignated by paragraph (1) of this subsection) 
the following: 

‘‘(2) EXCEPTION.—Notwithstanding the lim-
itation described in paragraph (1), a State 
may pay up to 90 percent of the cost of ac-
quiring land for, expanding, or constructing 
a public target range.’’. 

(c) FIREARM AND BOW HUNTER EDUCATION 
AND SAFETY PROGRAM GRANTS.—Section 10 of 
the Pittman-Robertson Wildlife Restoration 
Act (16 U.S.C. 669h–1) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a), by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘(3) ALLOCATION OF ADDITIONAL AMOUNTS.— 
Of the amount apportioned to a State for 
any fiscal year under section 4(b), the State 
may elect to allocate not more than 10 per-
cent, to be combined with the amount appor-
tioned to the State under paragraph (1) for 
that fiscal year, for acquiring land for, ex-
panding, or constructing a public target 
range.’’; 

(2) by striking subsection (b) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(b) COST SHARING.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), the Federal share of the cost 
of any activity carried out using a grant 
under this section shall not exceed 75 percent 
of the total cost of the activity. 

‘‘(2) PUBLIC TARGET RANGE CONSTRUCTION OR 
EXPANSION.—The Federal share of the cost of 
acquiring land for, expanding, or con-
structing a public target range in a State on 
Federal or non-Federal land pursuant to this 
section or section 8(b) shall not exceed 90 
percent of the cost of the activity.’’; and 

(3) in subsection (c)(1)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘Amounts made’’ and in-

serting the following: 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (B), amounts made’’; and 
(B) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(B) EXCEPTION.—Amounts provided for ac-

quiring land for, constructing, or expanding 
a public target range shall remain available 
for expenditure and obligation during the 5- 
fiscal-year period beginning on October 1 of 
the first fiscal year for which the amounts 
are made available.’’. 
SEC. 5. SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING CO-

OPERATION. 
It is the sense of Congress that, consistent 

with applicable laws and regulations, the 
Chief of the Forest Service and the Director 
of the Bureau of Land Management should 
cooperate with State and local authorities 
and other entities to carry out waste re-
moval and other activities on any Federal 
land used as a public target range to encour-
age continued use of that land for target 
practice or marksmanship training. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. VAN DREW) and the 
gentleman from Utah (Mr. BISHOP) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New Jersey. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. VAN DREW. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the meas-
ure under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. VAN DREW. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, the Target Practice and 

Marksmanship Training Support Act 
amends the Pittman-Robertson Wild-
life Restoration Act to authorize a 
State to pay up to 90 percent of the 
costs of acquiring land for constructing 
a public target range. Under the cur-
rent law, the State is authorized to pay 
up to only 75 percent of the cost. 

This bill also allows the State to al-
locate 10 percent of its Federal wildlife 
restoration funding to building public 
target ranges. 

This bill was part of the negotiated 
historic lands package that was signed 
into law in March of this year, but this 
specific section had to be pulled from 
the final package because language in 
the bill is required to originate in the 
House. 

I would like to commend Congress-
man KIND for his continued support of 
sportsmen and sportswomen and his 
work to send this last piece of the ne-
gotiated package to the Senate. 

This is, again, a good opportunity to 
celebrate the rightfully named lands 
package, the John D. Dingell, Jr. Con-
servation, Management, and Recre-
ation Act, which was a product of 
many months of negotiations and 
many years of committee process. 

The lands package benefits all Amer-
icans by protecting ecosystems, pre-
serving our cultural heritage, and con-
necting people to their lands. By pro-
tecting ecosystems, preserving our cul-
tural heritage, and connecting people 
to their lands, we demonstrate this 
Congress’ commitment to public lands 
that serve all Americans. 

Not only did the package perma-
nently authorize the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund, but it also added 
over 1 million acres of wilderness, des-
ignated four new national monuments, 
and expanded three national parks, 
just to name a few of the over 100 pro-
visions. H.R. 1222 is simply the last to 
get over the finish line, and I am proud 
to support it. 

I urge my colleagues to continue to 
support the lands package and support 
this bipartisan bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

CONRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS, 
Washington, DC, April 29, 2019. 

Hon. RAÚL M. GRIJALVA, 
Chairman, Committee on Natural Resources, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN GRIJALVA: I am writing 
with respect to H.R. 1222, ‘‘Target Practice 

and Marksmanship Training Support Act.’’ 
As a result of your having consulted with us 
on provisions on which the Committee on 
Ways and Means has jurisdictional interest, 
I will not request sequential referral on this 
measure. 

The Committee on Ways and Means takes 
this action with the mutual understanding 
that we do not waive any jurisdiction over 
the subject matter contained in this or simi-
lar legislation, and the Committee will be 
appropriately consulted and involved as the 
bill or similar legislation moves forward so 
that we may address any remaining issues 
within our jurisdiction. The Committee also 
reserves the right to seek appointment of an 
appropriate number of conferees to any 
House-Senate conference involving this or 
similar legislation, and request your support 
for such a request. 

Finally, I would appreciate your response 
to this letter confirming this understanding, 
and would ask that a copy of our exchange of 
letters on this matter be included in the 
Congressional Record during floor consider-
ation of H.R. 1222. 

Sincerely, 
RICHARD E. NEAL, 

Chairman. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES, 

Washington, DC, April 29, 2019. 
Hon. RICHARD E. NEAL, 
Chairman, Committee on Ways and Means, 
House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for con-
sulting with the Natural Resources Com-
mittee on H.R. 1222, ‘‘Target Practice and 
Marksmanship Training Support Act’’ and 
agreeing to forgo a sequential referral re-
quest so that the bill may proceed expedi-
tiously to the House floor. 

I agree that your declining to pursue a re-
ferral in this case does not diminish or alter 
the jurisdiction of the Committee on Ways 
and Means nor prejudice its jurisdictional 
prerogatives on this bill or similar legisla-
tion in the future. I would support your ef-
fort to seek appointment of an appropriate 
number of conferees from your Committee 
over any parts of this bill or similar legisla-
tion under the jurisdiction of the Committee 
on Ways and Means to any House-Senate 
conference. 

I will ensure that our exchange of letters is 
included in the Congressional Record during 
floor consideration of bill. I appreciate your 
cooperation regarding this bill and look for-
ward to continuing to work with you as this 
measure moves through the legislative proc-
ess. 

Sincerely, 
RAÚL M. GRIJALVA, 

Chairman,
House Natural Resources Committee. 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I am here to support H.R. 1222, and I 
am very pleased that Congressman 
KIND and Congressman HUNTER were 
able to introduce this and for their 
part in this particular statement. 

As was said by the gentleman from 
New Jersey, this has been before this 
House before. We have passed it in 
committee before and in the House be-
fore, and it was part of the original 
package, the land package that went 
through earlier this year. 

Unfortunately, because of a techni-
cality in the slowdown that we had in 
having to reintroduce the bill as a Sen-
ate bill, this must come through as a 
House bill. 
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However, I am pleased to report that 

all the concerns people had have been 
resolved at this point. The Senate has 
already deemed this bill to have passed 
once the House acts on it. So, with our 
passage today, I think this bill is going 
fast into becoming an actual piece of 
legislation. 

I want to thank Representative GRI-
JALVA and his staff. Mr. GRIJALVA is 
not here today. The gentleman from 
New Jersey is in his place, and a much 
better dresser, I might add, and I thank 
him. I thank them for their efforts to 
continue on with this program that 
was part of the original package. We 
had hiccups that we had to solve in 
some particular way, so Mr. GRIJALVA 
and his staff worked very hard on this 
particular piece of legislation. 

This is something that has been long 
sought by the sports community. The 
Pittman-Robertson fund, which is a 
great fund that relies on excise taxes 
paid on purchases that are made by 
hunters and fishers and recreational 
shooters, that goes into this fund, 
which has been around for almost 80 
years and has already contributed 
about $10 billion. 

It has been important to start hunter 
education programs. It has been impor-
tant also for the construction and the 
maintenance of our public shooting 
ranges. The long-term viability is sig-
nificant. 

As this Nation becomes more urban-
ized, the ability of people having a safe 
place where they can go, and they can 
do practice, target practice, it becomes 
even more significant that these ranges 
have to be maintained. These ranges 
have to be improved in some particular 
way. 

What this bill does is the perfect so-
lution. It takes this fund of money, but 
then allows the States to have greater 
flexibility of how it is going to be ad-
ministered. By allowing them to even 
match with just 10 percent, it gives the 
States the ability to move forward and 
to use the Pittman-Robertson fund for 
5 years to fund shooting ranges and ex-
pand existing shooting ranges. 

It empowers States—that is what we 
should be doing more—but it empowers 
States that will actually now encour-
age responsible hunting, responsible 
recreational shooting, as well as ensur-
ing the wildlife conservation system, 
which is, once again, a responsibility of 
States. 

What we are doing here is, I think, 
taking the right approach with a fund 
that already exists, giving States flexi-
bility, and encouraging the sporting 
community. That is why the sportsmen 
of our country have long sought for 
this particular provision. They look at 
this as a major and important win. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge the adoption of 
this measure, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. VAN DREW. Mr. Speaker, I urge 
my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 

the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. 
VAN DREW) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1222. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

COLUMBIA RIVER IN-LIEU AND 
TREATY FISHING ACCESS SITES 
IMPROVEMENT ACT 

Mr. VAN DREW. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 91) to authorize the Secretary of 
the Interior to assess sanitation and 
safety conditions at Bureau of Indian 
Affairs facilities that were constructed 
to provide affected Columbia River 
Treaty tribes access to traditional fish-
ing grounds and expend funds on con-
struction of facilities and structures to 
improve those conditions, and for other 
purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 91 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Columbia 
River In-Lieu and Treaty Fishing Access 
Sites Improvement Act’’. 
SEC. 2. SANITATION AND SAFETY CONDITIONS AT 

CERTAIN BUREAU OF INDIAN AF-
FAIRS FACILITIES. 

(a) ASSESSMENT OF CONDITIONS.—The Sec-
retary of the Interior, acting through the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs, in consultation 
with the affected Columbia River Treaty 
tribes, may assess current sanitation and 
safety conditions on lands held by the United 
States for the benefit of the affected Colum-
bia River Treaty tribes, including all perma-
nent Federal structures and improvements 
on those lands, that were set aside to provide 
affected Columbia River Treaty tribes access 
to traditional fishing grounds— 

(1) in accordance with the Act of March 2, 
1945 (59 Stat. 10, chapter 19) (commonly 
known as the ‘‘River and Harbor Act of 
1945’’); or 

(2) in accordance with title IV of Public 
Law 100–581 (102 Stat. 2944). 

(b) EXCLUSIVE AUTHORIZATION; CON-
TRACTS.—The Secretary of the Interior, act-
ing through the Bureau of Indian Affairs— 

(1) subject to paragraph (2)(B), shall be the 
only Federal agency authorized to carry out 
the activities described in this section; and 

(2) may delegate the authority to carry out 
activities described in paragraphs (1) and (2) 
of subsection (d)— 

(A) through one or more contracts entered 
into with an Indian Tribe or Tribal organiza-
tion under the Indian Self-Determination 
and Education Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 5301 
et seq.); or 

(B) to include other Federal agencies that 
have relevant expertise. 

(c) DEFINITION OF AFFECTED COLUMBIA 
RIVER TREATY TRIBES.—In this section, the 
term ‘‘affected Columbia River Treaty 
tribes’’ means the Nez Perce Tribe, the Con-
federated Tribes of Umatilla Indian Reserva-
tion, the Confederated Tribes of the Warm 
Springs Reservation of Oregon, and the Con-
federated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama 
Nation. 

(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated to 

the Secretary of the Interior such sums as 
are necessary, to remain available until ex-
pended— 

(1) for improvements to existing structures 
and infrastructure to improve sanitation and 
safety conditions assessed under subsection 
(a); and 

(2) to improve access to electricity, sewer, 
and water infrastructure, where feasible, to 
reflect needs for sanitary and safe use of fa-
cilities referred to in subsection (a). 
SEC. 3. STUDY OF ASSESSMENT AND IMPROVE-

MENT ACTIVITIES. 
The Comptroller General of the United 

States, in consultation with the Committee 
on Indian Affairs of the Senate, shall— 

(1) conduct a study to evaluate whether 
the sanitation and safety conditions on lands 
held by the United States for the benefit of 
the affected Columbia River Treaty tribes 
(as defined in section 2(c)) have improved as 
a result of the activities authorized in sec-
tion 2; and 

(2) prepare and submit to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources of the House of 
Representatives a report containing the re-
sults of that study. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. VAN DREW) and the 
gentleman from Utah (Mr. BISHOP) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New Jersey. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. VAN DREW. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the meas-
ure under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. VAN DREW. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, H.R. 91 authorizes the 

Bureau of Indian Affairs to assess sani-
tation and safety conditions on land 
set aside to provide Columbia River 
Treaty Tribes access to traditional 
fishing grounds, and to enter into con-
tracts with Tribes or Tribal organiza-
tions to improve the identified condi-
tions. 

The Columbia River Treaty Tribes, 
through a series of treaties in 1855, es-
tablished access to ‘‘usual and accus-
tomed fishing areas’’ and ancillary 
fishing facilities on the Columbia 
River. 

Starting in the 1930s, construction of 
the dams of the Columbia River Power 
System resulted in flooding and de-
struction of Tribal villages, homes, and 
traditional fishing sites, severely im-
pacting the Tribal members’ ability to 
exercise these treaty rights. The tribes 
and their citizens have never been fully 
compensated for their losses. 

In a series of agreements and laws 
starting in 1939, the Federal Govern-
ment acquired and developed small 
parcels of land to serve as ‘‘in-lieu’’ 
and treaty fishing access sites, pro-
viding members of the Columbia River 
Treaty Tribes access to exercise their 
rights to fish in the Columbia and re-
side at their traditional fishing places 
and fishing stations. 
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