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RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT 
OF BOOKER T. STEPHENS, 
EIGHTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
JUDGE, MCDOWELL COUNTY, 
WEST VIRGINIA 

HON. CAROL D. MILLER 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 30, 2019 

Mrs. MILLER. Madam Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize Judge Booker T. Stephens, as he re-
tires from serving 34 years on the bench in 
the Eighth Judicial Circuit, McDowell County, 
West Virginia. 

Judge Stephens was born in Bluefield, West 
Virginia, and raised in McDowell County, West 
Virginia. He graduated from Excelsior High 
School in War, West Virginia. In 1966, Judge 
Stephens obtained his Bachelor of Arts De-
gree in Political Science and Spanish from 
West Virginia State College (University). He 
served proudly in the U.S. Army from 1966 to 
1968. Upon completion of his tour of duty in 
the U.S. Army, Judge Stephens obtained his 
law degree from Howard University’s School 
of Law in Washington, DC. He returned back 
to Welch, WV to practice law from 1972 to 
1984. 

Booker T. Stephens has served as a Judge 
in the Eight Judicial Circuit of McDowell Coun-
ty, West Virginia, ascending to the bench in 
1985. He was elected to the Eighth Judicial 
Circuit and re-elected in 1992, 2000, 2008, 
and 2016. Judge Stephens is admitted to 
practice before the Supreme Court of Appeals 
of West Virginia and the Supreme Court of the 
United States of America. He serves as a 
member of the prestigious Supreme Court of 
Appeals Mass Litigation Panel and is a former 
member of the Executive Committee of the 
National Conference of State Trial Court 
Judges with the American Bar Association. 
Judge Stephens has been appointed numer-
ous times to sit as a Justice on the Supreme 
Court of Appeals of West Virginia when a Jus-
tice has been recused from a case. He was a 
member of the Standing Committee on Minori-
ties in the Judiciary of the American Bar Asso-
ciation; a member of the Supreme Court’s 
Task Force to Study Perceived Racial Dis-
parity in the Juvenile Justice System in West 
Virginia; and a former Adjunct Professor at 
West Virginia University’s College of Law and 
Bluefield State College. Judge Stephens has 
served as an assistant prosecutor and a mem-
ber of the West Virginia House of Delegates. 

Judge Stephens has received many honors 
during his years on the bench. He was named 
Outstanding Judge of the Year in 1993 and 
2016 by the West Virginia Trial Lawyers Asso-
ciation. He has been a recipient of the Gov-
ernor’s Living The Dream Award by the Dr. 
Martin L. King, Jr. Holiday Commission; The 
Fred H. Caplan Civil Justice Award by the 
West Virginia Association of Justice; Sara Lee 
Neal Community Award of the Year for Health, 
Science and Technology Academy; inducted 
into the West Virginia All Black Schools Sports 

and Academic Hall of Fame; presented the 
American Bar Association’s Law Day Liberty 
Bell Award by Chief Justice Brent Benjamin; 
presented Judge of the Year Award by the 
West Virginia Association of Justice; pre-
sented the Achievement Award by the Moun-
tain State Bar Association in 1985; a Fellow 
with the West Virginia Bar Foundation; hon-
orary inductee to the West Virginia State Uni-
versity ROTC Hall of Fame; West Virginia Ju-
dicial Association Representative to the Amer-
ican Bar; selected by the Bluefield Daily Tele-
graph to be featured in the 2005 ‘‘Pride’’ Edi-
tion of Heroes and Legends; Layman of the 
Year recognition from the West Virginia Bap-
tist State Layman’s Auxiliary; Presidential Cita-
tion, National Association for Equal Oppor-
tunity in High Education; Diploma of Judicial 
Skills, American Academy of Judicial Edu-
cation; Certificates of Achievement, The Na-
tional Judicial College; Achievement Award, 
Mountain State Bar Association; Earl Warren 
Fellow, NAACP LDF; co-sponsored and Floor 
Leader of the Bill that created a West Virginia 
Holiday in recognition of Dr. Martin L. King’s 
birthday. He is a member of the Board of 
West Virginia State University Foundation and 
a member of the Multi-Cultural Affairs Advisory 
Committee at Bluefield State College. Judge 
Stephens is a highly sought out speaker and 
lecturer. In 1996, Judge Stephens delivered a 
memorable and stirring commencement ad-
dress during the commencement exercises of 
West Virginia State University. 

Judge Stephens has presided over several 
noteworthy cases in the West Virginia Su-
preme Court of Appeals, which include H. Har-
vey Oakley, C.W. Ferguson, III and Elsa Lou-
ise Kingdon, as a widow and Executrix of the 
estate of Arthur R. Kingdon v. Glen B. Gainer, 
A. James Manchin, and Martha Merritt, No. 
16584, May 31, 1985. Authored the Majority 
Opinion alone with Justice Chafin; Sam R. 
Harshbarger v. The Honorable Glen B. Gainer, 
State Auditor, November 23, 1988; TXO v. Al-
liance resources, 419 S.E. 2d 8870,1992 (Af-
firmed by the West Virginia Supreme Court of 
Appeals 5–0 and United States Supreme 
Court 6–3). 

One of the many things Judge Stephens is 
proud of is the implementation of Law Day in 
McDowell County, an annual event that coin-
cides with the American Bar Association’s Law 
Day. In its 23rd year in McDowell County, Law 
Day provides an opportunity for students to 
learn how the judicial system works and stimu-
late an early desire to pursue a rewarding ca-
reer in law. Judge Stephens often states, ‘‘I 
know of no greater profession than being a 
lawyer.’’ 

Judge Stephens along with his wife, Attor-
ney Gloria Stephens believe in giving back to 
their community and have established an en-
dowment scholarship fund at West Virginia 
State University. In recognition of this endow-
ment, West Virginia State University’s book-
store was named the Judge Booker T. and At-
torney Gloria Stephens bookstore. 

Outside of his legal work, Judge Stephens 
is a Life Member of the NAACP; a member of 

the Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity; Delta Theta 
Phi Legal Fraternity and Sigma Pi Phi Frater-
nity. He is a 32nd Degree Mason and affiliated 
with the MWPHGL Jurisdiction of WV, Inc. F 
& A M; PM Excelsior Lodge No. 22; PM 
Kimball Lodge No. 13; and PG Trustee. Judge 
Stephens has taught bible study at Mt. Chapel 
Baptist Church, Golden Harvest Nursing 
Home, and Elkhorn Towers. He serves faith-
fully at his church, Heart of God Ministries, in 
Beckley, West Virginia. 

Judge Stephens is married to Attorney Glo-
ria M. Davis Stephens. They have two chil-
dren, Attorney Ciara M. Stephens, of Los An-
geles, California and Booker T. Stephens, II of 
Welch, West Virginia and a new grandson, 
Sebastian. 

Over the course of Judge Stephens’ suc-
cessful law career, he has lived and practiced 
by the scripture in Luke 12:48 of the Bible, 
‘‘From everyone to whom much is given, from 
him much will be required . . .’’ Judge Book-
er T. Stephens has given much to his state 
and community in West Virginia. 

As Congresswoman for the Third Congres-
sional District of the State of West Virginia, it 
is my distinct honor to rise today to recognize 
the outstanding contributions, distinguished 
career in law and community service of Judge 
Booker T. Stephens in the State of West Vir-
ginia, as he retires on May 31, 2019, from 
serving 34 years on the bench. 

f 

HONORING PAT MCCORMICK 

HON. JIMMY PANETTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 30, 2019 

Mr. PANETTA. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Mr. Pat McCormick for 46 years 
of exemplary service to our community on the 
central coast of California. First serving as a 
Planning Technician for Santa Cruz County 
and later as a Planning Director for the City of 
Capitola, Mr. McCormick’s prolific career of 
public service is ending with his retirement 
from the position of Executive Officer for the 
Santa Cruz County Local Agency Formation 
Commission (LAFCO), a position Mr. McCor-
mick has held with distinction for over 39 
years. 

Mr. McCormick has worked passionately to 
encourage orderly growth of urban develop-
ment and ensure that it did not interfere with 
agricultural lands on the Central Coast. Over 
the years, he has made significant contribu-
tions to the development of Santa Cruz Coun-
ty by proposing over 1,200 boundary changes 
and LAFCO actions. Working closely with City 
Council Members, County Supervisors, and 
local stakeholders, Mr. McCormick has helped 
the Central Coast responsibly grow into the in-
credible community it is today. 

Throughout his career, Mr. Pat McCormick 
has been recognized on numerous occasions 
by the California Association of Local Agency 
Formation Commissions. In 2009, he was hon-
ored with the Outstanding LAFCO Profes-
sional Award and was recognized in 2018 with 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:42 May 01, 2019 Jkt 089060 PO 00000 Frm 00001 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\K30AP8.001 E30APPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

B
B

X
C

H
B

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE506 April 30, 2019 
the Lifetime Achievement Award. Madam 
Speaker, it is my honor to recognize the dedi-
cation and incredible service of Mr. Pat 
McCormick. I ask my distinguished colleagues 
to join in me in thanking him for all that he has 
done for our community on the Central Coast 
and congratulating him on a well-earned retire-
ment. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF ST. JOSEPH 
MERCY LIVINGSTON HOSPITAL’S 
90TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. ELISSA SLOTKIN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 30, 2019 

Ms. SLOTKIN. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor a hospital that embodies the spirit, 
standard, and strength of the community it has 
now served for 90 years. As St. Joseph Mercy 
Livingston Hospital celebrates its 90th anniver-
sary in the community, I would like to offer my 
congratulations and appreciation to the hos-
pital’s leaders, caregivers, and volunteers on 
this most extraordinary accomplishment. 

In its 90 years, St. Joseph Mercy Livingston 
Hospital has grown its healing mission from 
humble roots in a 3-story home to a state-of- 
the-art, modern hospital with two campuses in 
Livingston County. With a staff that today in-
cludes more than 500 physicians, St. Joseph 
Mercy Livingston is the county’s only full-serv-
ice hospital, and includes state-of-the-art 
robotic surgical services, a cancer center, 3-D 
breast imaging, a sleep disorders facility, and 
Michigan’s very first short-stay center, which 
provides overnight care for patients not requir-
ing hospital admission. 

St. Joseph Mercy Livingston Hospital has 
received numerous accolades for its dedica-
tion to patient safety, quality of care, and ex-
cellence. But the organization stands out not 
just for its commitment to the health of its pa-
tients, but for its devotion to the health of the 
entire region. Before a single patient enters 
the hospital, St. Joseph Mercy Livingston Hos-
pital is reaching out to. As one of the county’s 
main employers, the organization generously 
donates time, talent, and treasure to countless 
community events, school groups, and non- 
profits each and every year. The residents of 
Livingston County are so fortunate to have at 
their disposal this level of quality care and 
community support so close to home. I am 
honored to represent the fine men and women 
who work hard every day to make St. Joseph 
Mercy Livingston Hospital a source of pride. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me today to honor St. Joseph Mercy Living-
ston Hospital for 90 years of service, and to 
the promise of many more years of healing to 
come. 

f 

CONDOLENCES IN MEMORY OF DR. 
IFTIKHAR AHMAD 

HON. DUSTY JOHNSON 
OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 30, 2019 

Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. Madam 
Speaker, in March 2019, the Black Hills Vet-
erans community lost one of South Dakota’s 

best. Dr. Iftikhar Ahmad was kidnapped and 
murdered when he returned to his native 
country, Pakistan, on a personal trip. Dr. 
Ahmad provided compassionate care to Vet-
erans for over three years throughout the VA 
Black Hills Health Care System working in 
Sturgis, Hot Springs and Rapid City, South 
Dakota. 

For years, Dr. Ahmad served our community 
and our Veterans and specialized in care for 
hospitalized patients at Fort Meade Medical 
Center. His courteous and friendly demeanor 
only amplified his dedication to helping his pa-
tients. We are grateful for his service. 

On behalf of the constituents of South Da-
kota, I extend sincere condolences to his fam-
ily. He is sorely missed. 

f 

RECOGNIZING BRUCE GLASSCOCK 

HON. VAN TAYLOR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 30, 2019 

Mr. TAYLOR. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Mr. Bruce Glasscock for his 
twenty-nine years of dedicated service to the 
City of Plano and our north Texas community. 

As a veteran of the United States Air Force, 
Bruce Glasscock earned his bachelor’s degree 
in criminal justice management from Metropoli-
tan State College in Denver, Colorado, and 
later received a master’s degree in public ad-
ministration from the University of Colorado at 
Denver. 

Bruce began his career with the City of 
Plano in 1990 when he was selected as the 
Police Chief of the Plano Police Department. 
During this time, Mr. Glasscock was elected to 
the Board of Officers of the International Asso-
ciation of Chiefs of Police and would later be 
inaugurated as the President of the organiza-
tion. 

In 1998, the City of Plano provided Bruce 
with additional responsibilities as the Deputy 
City Manager. He would hold these dual roles 
until assuming the full-time position of Deputy 
City Manager in 2001. In 2011, he would once 
again be promoted to his current role as City 
Manager. As an executive level leader, Mr. 
Glasscock has been responsible for over-
seeing a city with $2.5 billion in assets, and 
over 2,300 municipal employees. 

Under Bruce’s steadfast leadership, Plano 
has earned numerous accolades as one of the 
best cities in which to live and raise a family. 
Due to his keen foresight, he has also been 
instrumental in the city’s economic develop-
ment and unprecedented growth. 

Bruce has held numerous civic positions in-
cluding playing a pivotal role in the founding of 
the Collin County Children’s Advocacy Center. 
As a recognized servant leader, he was cho-
sen by his peers as President in the Plano 
Rotary Club and received recognition from the 
Plano Independent School District Council of 
Parent Teacher Associations (PTA). Addition-
ally, as a longtime and active member of the 
nationally recognized Plano Chamber of Com-
merce, he was awarded the coveted Business 
Executive of the Year. 

On a personal level, Bruce and his wife, 
Memrie, are the proud parents of two sons, 
and three grandchildren with whom he looks 
forward to enjoying his retirement with. 

It has been an honor to know and work with 
Bruce Glasscock. As Bruce begins this next 

season of his life, I ask my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives to 
join me in recognizing him for his combined 
forty-nine year career in municipal govern-
ment, and to wish him well in all his future en-
deavors. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 30TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF SAFE STREETS 

HON. DEREK KILMER 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 30, 2019 

Mr. KILMER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in recognition of the 30th anniversary of Safe 
Streets. Since its founding in 1989, Safe 
Streets has made a lasting and transformative 
impact across the many diverse neighbor-
hoods and communities throughout Tacoma 
and Pierce County. 

Operating as a community-led grassroots ef-
fort, Safe Streets has thrived through a dedi-
cation to building a broad coalition of friends 
and neighbors that seek to create vibrant and 
flourishing neighborhoods across Pierce Coun-
ty. They are made up of interfaith leaders, 
business owners, school teachers, law en-
forcement, and devoted volunteers from the 
community. 

Safe Streets has organized and trained a 
network of 125 Neighborhood Groups in 
neighborhoods, involving over 13,500 commu-
nity leaders and 190,000 residents who work 
daily to ensure that their neighborhoods and 
schools are safe. Safe Streets’ Community 
Mobilizers help these Neighborhood Groups 
define and address their own needs by uti-
lizing organized block watches, youth leader-
ship teams, graffiti removal teams, safe routes 
to school, and widespread substance abuse 
and violence prevention education initiatives. 

Safe Streets is doing significant work in 
adapting and evolving as an organization to 
meet the ever-changing needs and demands 
of its communities. Through the development 
of their Non-English Speaking (NES) program, 
Safe Streets now provides services to resi-
dents who have limited or no English-speaking 
experience. As a result, Safe Streets has been 
able to regularly connect and meet with com-
munity members from the Japanese, Korean, 
Samoan, Chinese, Philippine, and Cambodian 
communities, among others, of Pierce County. 

Safe Streets is also revered for their work in 
engaging, mobilizing, and mentoring young 
people across Pierce County. Many high 
schools in our communities have established 
Youth Leading Change (YLC) clubs that are 
made up of core students, guided by a teach-
er and coach, and supported by Safe Streets 
staff. Participants in YLC learn leadership 
skills and present on prevention issues to their 
fellow students throughout the year. Alumni of 
this program have won numerous awards on 
the state and local level, including a trip to 
Washington, DC in 2014 and multiple City of 
Destiny Awards for Youth Leadership in the 
City of Tacoma. 

Madam Speaker, I can say with certainty 
that our neighborhoods and communities 
across Tacoma and Pierce County are safer 
because of the work of Safe Streets. It speaks 
to their tenacity that even after 30 amazing 
years, the many volunteers and staff that 
make up this organization are committed to 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:27 May 01, 2019 Jkt 089060 PO 00000 Frm 00002 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\K30AP8.002 E30APPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

B
B

X
C

H
B

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E507 April 30, 2019 
evolving and growing to ensure that every 
neighborhood in Pierce County is a thriving 
and safe place for all its residents. I wish them 
the best in this effort and pledge my commit-
ment to supporting them however I can. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MS. SHARON 
‘‘NYOTA’’ TUCKER, J.D. 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 30, 2019 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor a distinguished scholar, 
dedicated attorney, and true visionary, Ms. 
Sharon ‘‘Nyota’’ Tucker. Nyota was honored 
for her contributions to academia and her 
community on Saturday, April 13, 2019, at the 
University of Georgia School of Law. 

A native of Dublin, Georgia, Sharon ‘‘Nyota’’ 
Tucker was born to the union of Mr. Willis 
Tucker and Mrs. Cornelia Tucker. During her 
junior year of high school, she joined six of 
her fellow classmates from Oconee High 
School in the integration of the previously all- 
white Dublin High School. This first-hand ex-
perience with desegregation convinced her 
that becoming a lawyer was the most effective 
means of combating racism, upholding the 
constitutional rights outlined in the Declaration 
of Independence, and forcing a system to cor-
rect itself. Nyota went on to earn her Bachelor 
of Arts degree in Political Science from How-
ard University, before becoming the first Afri-
can-American woman to receive a Juris Doc-
torate degree from the University of Georgia in 
1974. 

Upon becoming a member of the State Bar 
of Georgia in 1974, she served in a number of 
legal and academic positions, including staff 
attorney in the Albany office of the Georgia 
Legal Services Program; legal intern with the 
Earl Warren Fellowship Program in the San 
Francisco office, NAACP Legal Defense Fund; 
and associate with the Albany, Georgia Law 
Firm of Mary Young & Associates. During 
Nyota’s impressive tenure at Albany State Uni-
versity (ASU), she served as a faculty member 
and pre-law advisor, as well as a dual role as 
ASU’s University Counsel (for eight years) and 
ASU’s Chief of Staff (for five years). Her time 
at ASU allowed her to work with some of the 
brightest, most creative, and determined stu-
dents in higher education. 

Nyota has been recognized numerous times 
for her professional and community work. She 
has received several Teacher of the Year 
Awards in addition to the 2015 Trailblazer 
Award by the UGA Black Law Student Asso-
ciation; the Justice Leah Ward Sears Award 
for Distinction in the Profession by the Georgia 
Association of Black Women Attorneys in 
2016; the USG Chancellor’s Recognition for 
Distinguished Service to the University System 
of Georgia in 2016; and both the 2018 and 
2019 Beverly Burton New Board Member of 
the Year Award for the Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Georgia and the Southeast Region. Moreover, 
on April 13, 2019, the University of Georgia 
School of Law unveiled a portrait of Nyota 
honoring her impeccable legacy and influential 
leadership. 

Former Congresswoman Shirley Chisholm 
once said that ‘‘Service is the rent that we pay 
for the space that we occupy here on this 

earth.’’ Nyota has paid her rent many times 
over and still continues to give a prodigious 
amount of love and service back to her com-
munity. She has served on the Board of Trust-
ees for the Harry S. Truman Scholarship 
Foundation, the Board of Directors for Liberty 
House, and as a member of the Advisory 
Committee on Law and Criminal Justice at the 
Washington Center. She currently serves on 
the Board of Directors for the Boys & Girls 
Clubs of Albany and a member of the Dough-
erty County Hospital Authority Board. 

Nyota has accomplished many things in her 
life, but none of these would have been pos-
sible without the enduring love and support of 
her loving children, Nairobi (deceased), 
Sadiqa, and Macharia; and her granddaughter, 
Imani. 

Madam Speaker, today I ask my colleagues 
to join my wife, Vivian, and me, along with the 
more than 730,000 residents of Georgia’s 
Second Congressional District, in recognizing 
and commending Ms. Sharon Nyota Tucker, 
J.D., on receiving a well-deserved effigy rec-
ognizing her commitment and contributions to 
her community and academic field. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF MRS. 
KATHLEEN FINER 

HON. TED LIEU 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 30, 2019 

Mr. TED LIEU of California. Madam Speak-
er, today I rise to celebrate the life of Mrs. 
Kathleen ‘‘Kay’’ Finer, who passed away on 
March 2, 2019 at the age of 68. Kay was a 
dedicated member of and leader in the busi-
ness community in Los Angeles County’s 
South Bay. 

Born on October 14, 1950, Kay grew up and 
attended school in Inglewood; after attending 
El Camino College, Kay started her career in 
the fashion industry before taking time off to 
raise her family. She was an active member in 
civic life, serving as a reserve officer for the 
City of Palos Verdes Estates and organizing a 
neighborhood watch group. 

Kay also devoted herself to promoting local 
businesses, as a volunteer with the Malaga 
Cove Business Association and President and 
CEO of the Palos Verdes Peninsula Chamber 
of Commerce from 2005 to 2010. She also in-
volved herself with a myriad of nonprofit orga-
nizations; she served as director of Commu-
nity Helpline, which offers a confidential, safe, 
and empathetic space to talk for individuals 
experiencing mental health crises. Her energy, 
commitment, and warm smile helped her 
make a difference in the community she loved. 

Kay is survived by her daughter, Jessica, 
and grandson, Colt. I hope that Kay’s family 
takes comfort in knowing her memory will live 
on in the people, businesses, and organiza-
tions she touched through her work. 

HONORING MAJOR GENERAL WAL-
TER PIATT FOR HIS SERVICE TO 
FORT DRUM AND ON HIS CON-
FIRMATION TO DIRECTOR OF 
ARMY STAFF 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 30, 2019 

Ms. STEFANIK. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize a lifetime of dedicated 
service. Major General Walter Piatt will be as-
suming his new role as Director of Army Staff 
at the Pentagon after serving as Commanding 
General of the 10th Mountain Division at Fort 
Drum for the past two years. 

Major General Piatt’s military career has 
spanned nearly 40 years and taken him all 
over the globe. He has previously served at 
the Pentagon as the Director of Army Oper-
ations, Readiness, and Mobilization and then 
as the Director of Operations, Army Rapid Ca-
pabilities Office. Through all that, his roots in 
the North Country remained strong. Major 
General Piatt served in the 10th Mountain Di-
vision twice, from 1999 to 2003 and from 2012 
to 2013. During his tenure commanding Fort 
Drum, Major General Piatt led efforts to 
strengthen ties to the local community on the 
premise that a ready post and division de-
pends heavily on the strength of the sur-
rounding communities. His leadership has not 
only been beneficial to those stationed at Fort 
Drum but everyone in the surrounding commu-
nities as well. While we are sad to see him 
leave the North Country, I know I speak for 
everyone in New York’s 21st Congressional 
District when I wish Major General Piatt great 
success in his new role and thank him for his 
service. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTION 
RECOGNIZING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS AND THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF VIETNAMESE AMERI-
CANS 

HON. J. LUIS CORREA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 30, 2019 

Mr. CORREA. Madam Speaker, today, I am 
introducing a House Resolution recognizing 
the accomplishments and contributions of Viet-
namese Americans. I represent one of the 
largest Vietnamese communities in the United 
States, and I am proud to recognize the valu-
able contribution of 1.7 million Vietnamese 
Americans living in this nation. The United 
States is home to the largest number of indi-
viduals of Vietnamese descent outside of Viet-
nam. Currently more than 70,000 reside in 
California’s 46th Congressional District. 

In the aftermath of the Vietnam War, ap-
proximately 800,000 Vietnamese refugees 
fleeing persecution resettled in the United 
States. Today, Vietnamese Americans con-
tribute to American society through their work 
in. business, education, science and tech-
nology, engineering, mathematics, literature 
and the arts, gastronomy, the armed forces, 
and public service at every level of govern-
ment. 

Vietnamese Americans add to the rich cul-
tural and religious diversity of our nation. As a 
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member of the Congressional Vietnam Cau-
cus, it is critical that we continue to represent 
and celebrate our Vietnamese families, 
friends, and neighbors, and recognize their 
significant contributions to American society. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF OSCAR 
DUNCAN 

HON. STEPHANIE N. MURPHY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 30, 2019 

Mrs. MURPHY. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
honor my constituent, Oscar Duncan, who 
passed away on April 10th, at the age of 75. 

A long-time resident of Geneva, Florida, 
Oscar Duncan lived an extraordinary life, and 
leaves behind an enduring legacy. He was a 
soldier, a law enforcement officer, and a suc-
cessful small business owner. 

Above all, Oscar was the Duncan family pa-
triarch. He and his beloved wife Bernice were 
married for 44 years, and he was fiercely pro-
tective of her. Heaven help the person who 
said a cross word to Bernice in Oscar’s pres-
ence. 

Together, they had 10 children, which led to 
22 grandchildren, which led to 23 great-grand-
children. That’s more than a family. That’s an 
army. 

My office spoke to one of Oscar’s four sons, 
Hannibal Duncan, about Oscar’s life. Hannibal 
made clear that those who knew his father 
best had the greatest respect and affection for 
him. 

Oscar was born and raised in Tampa, at a 
time in our nation’s history when African- 
Americans were treated unequally under both 
law and custom. 

Adversity made Oscar strong, as fire forges 
steel. Everything Oscar Duncan achieved in 
life, he had to fight for. Nothing was given to 
him; he earned it all. 

Out of high school, Oscar volunteered for 
the U.S. Army, serving for five-and-a-half 
years, including tours in Korea and Germany, 
and rising to the rank of sergeant. 

The same qualities that made Oscar a good 
soldier made him a great man. Discipline, in-
telligence, toughness, fairness, self-con-
fidence, the capacity to suppress fear and 
doubt, a sense of purpose. He was a natural 
leader that others wanted to follow. 

After leaving the service, Oscar earned two 
degrees at an Orlando-area college and be-
came a police officer in Eatonville, famed as 
the first city in the country to be organized and 
governed by African-Americans. 

In 1971, Oscar was a member of the first 
class of black deputies selected to join the Or-
ange County Sheriffs Office, which had offi-
cially desegregated in the early 1960s but had 
accepted only a handful of African-Americans 
in the ensuing years. For nearly a decade, 
Oscar woke up every day and worked to keep 
central Florida safe, always the consummate 
professional. 

Then, in his mid-30s, Oscar decided to walk 
a different path. He left law enforcement and 
opened Duncan’s Food Mart in Eatonville, lo-
cated next to the dry cleaning shop that Ber-
nice ran. It became an iconic institution in the 
city. Oscar did everything at the store—cook-
ing and cleaning, manning the cash register, 
and handling the finances. The kids were ex-

pected to help as well, and it was here they 
absorbed their father’s lesson that success de-
mands sacrifice. 

According to Hannibal, Oscar explained his 
decision to change careers by saying that, ‘‘at 
some point in your life, you have to choose 
between being a mouse and being a man.’’ 
For Oscar, being a man meant striking out on 
his own, answerable to no one but himself. It 
also meant giving back to the African-Amer-
ican community he cherished—creating jobs, 
economic activity, and a place for folks to 
gather and enjoy each other’s company. 

Oscar ran the store for nearly 20 years, until 
he suffered a series of strokes and his health 
began to unravel. Hannibal said his father died 
like he lived—no complaints, no self-pity. Just 
dignity and toughness. 

Oscar Duncan was a man until his final 
breath. He will be deeply missed. 

I ask my congressional colleagues to join 
me in offering our condolences to those he 
loved and to those who loved him. 

f 

PROMOTING HUMAN RIGHTS FOR 
PALESTINIAN CHILDREN LIVING 
UNDER ISRAELI MILITARY OCCU-
PATION 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 30, 2019 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Madam Speaker, it is my 
hope that Members of Congress and the 
American people can stand united in the belief 
that justice, human dignity, and human rights 
are values we share and promote. Certainly, 
when it comes to protecting the rights of chil-
dren we should be able to find universal 
agreement that ensuring their safety and well- 
being is a priority. 

Today, I am introducing legislation to protect 
children from abuse, violence, psychological 
trauma, and torture. This bill condemns the 
targeting of children with the intent to intimi-
date, mistreat, and abuse in a manner de-
signed to leave lifelong scars. This abuse is 
completely preventable. Unimaginably, it is 
abuse that is perpetrated not only with intent, 
but systematically applied to intimidate, con-
trol, and create fear amongst families, commu-
nities, and an entire population. And, unbeliev-
ably, it is in part funded by U.S. taxpayers. 

The children this legislation seeks to protect 
are Palestinian who have lived their entire 
lives under Israeli military occupation. The per-
petrator of this system of child abuse is the 
Government of Israel and its military, police, 
and intelligence apparatus occupying the Pal-
estinian West Bank. And, it is U.S. tax dollars 
provided by Congress, the unregulated $3.8 
billion military aid package to Israel, that helps 
to cover the cost of Israeli soldiers arresting, 
interrogating, and abusing children, some as 
young as 9-years old, in the name of Israeli 
security. 

The legislation I am introducing—Promoting 
Human Rights for Palestinian Children Living 
Under Israeli Military Occupation Act—is ex-
pressly intended to end U.S. support and 
funding for Israel’s systematic military deten-
tion, interrogation, abuse, torture, and pros-
ecution of Palestinian children. This bill not 
only highlights actions by the Government of 
Israel that violate international humanitarian 

law by their treatment of Palestinian children 
in detention, it affirmatively declares that 
equality, human rights, and dignity for Pal-
estinians and Israelis are the values the Amer-
ican people expect the U.S. government to ad-
vance. 

On March 16, 2019, the Israeli newspaper 
Haaretz ran an in-depth expose detailing the 
detention and mistreatment of Palestinian 
boys by Israel’s military. It identifies Omar, a 
ten-year old boy who ‘‘looks small for his 
age.’’ Omar was arrested by Israeli soldiers 
last December as he played in front of his 
house because ‘‘he threw pebbles at birds that 
were chirping in the trees.’’ Soldiers saw 
Omar, caught him, knocked him down, and 
kicked him. Omar wet his pants. The Haaretz 
story states, ‘‘The 10-year old is one of hun-
dreds of Palestinian children whom Israel ar-
rests every year: the estimates range between 
800 and 1,000.’’ 

Why would one of the world’s most ad-
vanced and powerful military forces, a nation 
that possesses nuclear weapons, send sol-
diers to attack, terrorize, and detain a 10-year 
old boy? There can be no justifiable expla-
nation. 

On April 1, 2019, only weeks ago, CNN re-
ported on armed Israeli soldiers entering a pri-
mary school in Hebron to arrest a 9-year old 
boy and his 7-year old brother. Such a story 
is simply too extreme a violation of human 
rights and decency to be rational. Yet, it hap-
pened and there is video footage (provided by 
the Israeli human rights organization 
B’Tselem) of the soldiers in the school and the 
principal and teachers trying to protect the 
children. Eventually, CNN reports 9-year old 
Zein was ‘‘frog-marched away and taken to an 
army vehicle.’’ Neighbors said the boy ‘‘was 
taken off to a nearby military post.’’ 

In a terrifying description, the Israeli news-
paper Haaretz tells what happens to the Pal-
estinian children victimized by Israel’s system 
of occupation and military detention: ‘‘They’re 
seized in the dead of night, blindfolded and 
cuffed, abused and manipulated to confess to 
crimes they didn’t commit.’’ 

Since 2000, it is conservatively estimated 
that more than 10,000 Palestinian children 
have been detained by Israeli security forces. 
The brutality and trauma inflicted on Pales-
tinian children by Israel’s occupation and sys-
tem of military detention in the West Bank has 
been extensively documented by credible 
international human rights monitors, including 
Human Rights Watch, Amnesty International, 
Israel’s B’Tselem, United Nations Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF), Defense of Children/Pal-
estine, and the U.S. Department of State. 

Israel’s system of military detention of Pal-
estinian children must be condemned and it 
must stop. At a minimum, U.S. funding for this 
state-sponsored child abuse must be explicitly 
prohibited by law and fully monitored and en-
forced by the State Department. The detention 
and ill-treatment of Palestinian children is a 
cruel and intentional tactic of Israel’s military 
occupation. It is intended to terrorize, inflict 
fear, and send an unmistakable message that 
Palestinian lives lack value. 

Promoting Human Rights for Palestinian 
Children Living Under Israeli Military Occupa-
tion Act amends a provision of the Foreign As-
sistance Act known as the ‘‘Leahy Law’’ (22 
U.S.C. 2378d) to prohibit funding for the mili-
tary detention of children in any country, in-
cluding Israel. The bill explicitly declares that 
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it is the policy of the United States to identify 
Israel’s system of military detention of Pales-
tinian children as a human rights violation in-
consistent with international law and the laws 
of the U.S. The bill also establishes ‘‘The 
Human Rights Monitoring and Palestinian 
Child Victims of Israeli Military Detention 
Fund.’’ The bill authorizes $19 million annually 
for NGO monitoring of human rights abuses 
associated with Israel’s military detention of 
children. The Fund also authorizes qualified 
NGOs to provide physical, psychological, and 
emotional treatment and support for Pales-
tinian child victims of Israeli military detention, 
abuse, and torture. Any Palestinian age 21 or 
younger providing documentation of military 
detention as a child is eligible for services 
under this provision. 

In 2017, I introduced H.R. 4391, the Pro-
moting Human Rights by Ending Israeli Mili-
tary Detention of Palestinian Children Act. My 
goal was to shine a light on the dehumanizing 
effects of military occupation and human rights 
abuses on Palestinian children. The more than 
thirty colleagues who joined as co-sponsors in 
the 115th Congress were courageous and 
fearless promoters of human dignity and the 
belief that the U.S. has the obligation to pro-
tect human rights, not use U.S. tax dollars to 
help fund the abuse of children. 

I strongly believe there is a growing con-
sensus among the American people that the 
Palestinian people deserve justice, equality, 
human rights, and the right to self-determina-
tion. After more than fifty years of Israeli mili-
tary occupation and now the promise by 
Israel’s prime minister to annex Palestinian 
lands, it is time to stand up for Palestinian 
rights and stand with Palestinians, Americans, 
Israelis, and people around the world to reject 
the destructive, dehumanizing, and anti-peace 
policies of Prime Minister Netanyahu and 
President Trump. 

The Promoting Human Rights for Pales-
tinian Children Living Under Israeli Military Oc-
cupation Act is a step in that direction. It gives 
my congressional colleagues a clear choice— 
support human rights for Palestinian children 
and their families or support perpetuating the 
occupation and repression in the name of 
Israel’s security. For the cause of peace, jus-
tice, human dignity, and a better future for Pal-
estinians, Israelis, and Americans I intend to 
work tirelessly this Congress to advance this 
bill. 

f 

ARTHUR GEORGE BENZLE’S 100TH 
BIRTHDAY 

HON. JOE CUNNINGHAM 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 30, 2019 

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Madam Speaker, a few 
weeks ago, I hit a 100-milestone that I thought 
was pretty important—my 100th day in Office. 
However, I stand here today to celebrate a 
slightly more important centennial milestone. 
On Friday, April 26, Hilton Head resident Ar-
thur George Benzle turned 100. 

Born in Ohio, Arthur moved to New York 
City for his first job at UPS when he was only 
19 years old. His rent was 15 dollars a month 
on his 40 cent hourly pay, and he would ride 
the subway for five cents. Arthur worked over 
30 years in a produce brokerage business, 

making junior partner and partial owner of AG 
Benzle & Son. 

Arthur describes meeting his wife, Martha, 
‘‘the luckiest day of his life’’, and is dedicated 
to a life of travel—visiting 66 countries and 
counting. His favorite country is still the United 
States for its ‘‘freedom, beauty, and diversity’’; 
I wholeheartedly agree with Arthur here. 

I want to wish a very happy 100th birthday 
to Arthur Benzle, and many more years of 
travel, golf, and family. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF CHABAD 
LUBAVITCH OF GREATER 
GAINESVILLE AND MANASSAS 
FIRST TORAH 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 30, 2019 

Mr. WITTMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of Chabad Lubavitch of 
Greater Gainesville and Manassas First Torah. 
On April 7, 2019, the Chabad Lubavitch of 
Greater Gainesville and Manassas completed 
and dedicated the First Torah ever in Western 
Prince William County. 

The Torah is an unbroken chain of Jewish 
survival and tradition going back over 3,300 
years to when the Jews received the Torah at 
Mount Sinai. In fact, crafting a single Torah 
scroll takes over a year to complete. The 
Gainesville Jewish Community came out to 
participate in the Torah’s completion and to 
celebrate with music, singing, and dancing 
festivities. 

Established in June 2017, Chabad 
Lubavitch of Greater Gainesville and Manas-
sas is currently the only Jewish center/organi-
zation in Gainesville and Western Prince Wil-
liam County. Under the guidance and inspira-
tion of Lubavitcher Rebbe and Rabbi 
Menachem M. Schneerson OBM, they have 
both strived to make it a home for every Jew 
in Prince William County, regardless of their 
level of observance or affiliation. 

Madam Speaker, I ask you to join me in 
recognition of Chabad Lubavitch of Greater 
Gainesville and Manassas First Torah. The 
welcoming of the Torah is a remarkable 
achievement for the Gainesville Jewish Com-
munity, just as they continue to grow and es-
tablish a welcoming Jewish community in the 
area. May God bless the Prince William 
Chabad Center and I look forward to seeing 
their presence continue for many years to 
come. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF CAPTAIN 
LAURA HEGGINS RECEIVING THE 
ROBERT JACKSON EURY MEMO-
RIAL AWARD 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 30, 2019 

Mr. HUDSON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Captain Laura Heggins on receiving 
the Robert Jackson Eury Memorial Award. 

Captain Heggins started her career in 1992 
and was assigned to the Cabarrus County De-
tention Center as a Sworn Deputy. During her 

law enforcement career, Captain Heggins has 
served on the Mental Health Task Force, as 
team leader for the Crisis and Hostage Nego-
tiator Committee, and as a basic law enforce-
ment training instructor. She also finds time to 
work with the homeless through Main Street 
Mission. 

Over the course of her career, Captain 
Heggins has climbed the ranks and was the 
first African American woman to ever be pro-
moted to the Lieutenant rank with the 
Cabarrus County Sheriff’s Office. She is hard 
working, driven, and promotes a level of excel-
lence that is hard to come by, she is a role 
model for all of us. 

The Robert Jackson Eury Memorial Award 
is presented in memory of Robert Jackson 
Eury, a man who lost his life in the line of duty 
while serving as a Cabarrus County law en-
forcement officer. This award keeps Mr. Eury’s 
legacy alive through officers who share his 
same admirable and commendable spirit in 
Cabarrus County. Based on her career of 
service, I would say Captain Heggins fits the 
mold of esteemed law enforcement officers in 
our community set by Robert Eury. 

Madam Speaker, please join me today in 
congratulating Captain Laura Heggins for re-
ceiving the Robert Jackson Eury Memorial 
Award. We all wish her well as she continues 
to make a positive impact in our community. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 75TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF EXERCISE TIGER 

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 30, 2019 

Mr. KEATING. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the 75th anniversary of Exercise 
Tiger and the 30th anniversary of its monu-
ment being erected in New Bedford, Massa-
chusetts. 

Dedicated in 1989, this monument honors 
the lives lost during the attack on Exercise 
Tiger, a military training operation that was 
ambushed by a German flotilla on April 28, 
1944. This brutal surprise attack, mounted 
during a D-Day dry run off the coast of Devon, 
England, claimed the lives of 749 United 
States service members in the second dead-
liest episode of World War II behind Pearl 
Harbor. This proud memorial will serve as a 
reminder for generations to come of the serv-
ice of the men and women who fought in 
World War II and the sacrifices that were 
made to protect the United States and banner 
of peace and democracy across the world. 

As we observe the 75th anniversary of this 
tragic loss of life, we are reminded of the high 
price paid by those who have laid down their 
lives in defense of our country. I would like to 
extend a special thanks to the City of New 
Bedford and the dedicated members of its vet-
eran community, who continue to inspire 
through their dedication to preserving history 
and honoring the legacy of our proud service 
members. 

Madam Speaker, it brings me great pleas-
ure to recognize the 30th anniversary of this 
important monument and to call attention yet 
again to the memory of all those who tragically 
lost their lives during Exercise Tiger. 
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TARGET PRACTICE AND MARKS-

MANSHIP TRAINING SUPPORT 
ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. RON KIND 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, April 29, 2019 

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, as a lifelong hunter 
and clay shooter at the Ettrick and Holmen 
shooting ranges in Wisconsin, I have enjoyed 
passing on the Wisconsin hunting tradition to 
my two boys, and I know firsthand how impor-
tant these traditions are for many Wisconsin 
families. That is why I’m concerned about the 
decline in access to target ranges and gun 
clubs throughout the nation over the last few 
decades. Target ranges promote safe hunting 
and responsible gun ownership, and they are 
often used to sight in hunting rifles before a 
hunting season begins. 

I also believe it is important to ensure our 
federal programs are working with hunters and 
state fish and wildlife agencies to ensure that 
we can preserve local wildlife and their habi-
tats for generations to come. However, this 
goal is threatened by a decline in hunters 
throughout the country—a recent study found 
that the number of hunters had declined ap-
proximately 16 percent since 2011. Hunters 
have generated billions of dollars for wildlife 
restoration and hunter safety programs 
through Pittman-Robertson (PR) funds, which 
come directly from excise taxes on hunting 
and shooting equipment. With fewer hunters, 
there is less money available for protecting 
our habitats. 

As a long time member of the Congres-
sional Sportsmen’s Caucus, I am a proud 
champion of legislation that supports sports-
men’s issues, and as a former member of the 
House Natural Resources Committee, I have 
built a strong record of voting to protect our 
natural heritage. This bill supports both causes 
by giving states more flexibility to use their al-
located PR funds to recruit and retain more 
hunters and recreational shooters through the 
development and maintenance of public shoot-
ing ranges. Under current law, there is a 75% 
percent federal and 25 percent non-federal 
cost share for all projects covered under Pitt-
man-Robertson. This bill would adjust that 
cost share to allow states to use PR dollars to 
fund as much as 90 percent of the costs of 
acquiring land for, expanding, or constructing 
a public target range. It also allows PR funds 
to remain available to states for up to five fis-
cal years (compared to two fiscal years under 
current law) for the use of acquiring land for 
expanding or constructing a public target 
range. 

I will be pleased to see it pass the House 
of Representatives unanimously. The bill will 
go to the President’s desk, where I am con-
fident he will sign it into law. 

f 

HONORING DR. EDMUND 
SCHWEITZER 

HON. CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 30, 2019 

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize Dr. Edmund 

O. Schweitzer III. On May 2, 2019, he will be 
inducted into the National Inventors Hall of 
Fame for inventing the world’s first practical 
microprocessor digital relay for the power grid. 

Before his breakthrough invention, utilities 
relied on bulky relays made of springs, 
magnets, and coils. Dr. Schweitzer turned 
these cumbersome and old systems into pre-
cise and reliable ones with a digital relay that 
is one-eighth the size, one-tenth the weight, 
and best yet, one-third the price! His multi-
functional digital relay not only protects power 
systems, it also records data and identifies 
faults. As a result, he’s inspired even more in-
ventions that have become the standard fea-
tures for protective data relays around the 
globe. 

In short, Dr. Schweitzer revolutionized our 
power grid with computer-based protection 
and control equipment. Of course, what I’m 
most proud of is that Pullman, Washington, is 
home to his great success story. It’s where he 
earned his doctorate at Washington State Uni-
versity in 1977. 

It’s also in Pullman where Dr. Schweitzer 
built his company, Schweitzer Engineering 
Laboratories (SEL), which has created thou-
sands and thousands of jobs in rural Eastern 
Washington since 1982 and is now a 100 per-
cent employee-owned ESOP. 

Madam Speaker, Dr. Schweitzer’s profes-
sional work is electrical engineering, but his 
greatest invention is truly in human resources. 
He’s led to create a culture of innovation, op-
portunity, and respect that has empowered 
people in my district to have an opportunity for 
a better life. Right now, SEL employs 5,200 
people who develop and manufacture a suite 
of products that make electric power safer, 
more reliable, and more affordable for utility 
companies, mines, factories, hospitals, univer-
sities and data centers in 164 countries 
around the world. 

I’m proud to call Dr. Schweitzer a friend and 
a mentor. It’s not an exaggeration to say that 
his work is the fulfillment of the American 
Dream. He’s a living example of the wonderful 
accomplishments that are made possible 
when the seeds of invention are able to grow 
freely without federal regulations holding them 
back. 

This week, Dr. Schweitzer will have the 
amazing honor of joining Thomas Edison, 
George Westinghouse, Nikola Tesla, and 
Hedy Lamarr in the National Inventors Hall of 
Fame. On behalf of the 116th United States 
Congress and Washington’s Fifth Congres-
sional District, I’m proud to congratulate him 
and thank him for his ingenuity that will inspire 
many Americans for decades to come. 

f 

RECOGNIZING AND CONGRATU-
LATING JOSEPH WAKELEY FOR 
HIS SERVICE AS CRAWFORD 
COUNTY TREASURER 

HON. JACK BERGMAN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 30, 2019 

Mr. BERGMAN. Madam Speaker, it is my 
honor to recognize Joseph V. Wakeley for his 
retirement as Crawford County Treasurer. 
Through his exceptional leadership and stead-
fast devotion to his community, Joe has be-
come an indispensable part of Michigan’s First 
District. 

Joe has dedicated more than 45 years to 
the people of Crawford County and the state 
of Michigan. Since first taking office in 1973, 
Joseph has shown a constant vigilance in his 
stewardship and responsibility for the tax dol-
lars of the citizens that put him in office. From 
starting as the youngest county treasurer in 
the state of Michigan to eventually becoming 
the longest serving, Joseph has never failed to 
put the needs of his fellow Michiganders first 
during his service. The trust that the citizens 
of Crawford County have in Joe is clear—not 
once during his 45 years in office has he 
faced a challenger during elections. 

Outside of his service as Crawford County 
Treasurer, Joe has provided valuable support 
and expertise in other areas, including Rotary, 
the Jolly Redskin Canoe Livery, the AuSable 
River Canoe Marathon committee, Michelson 
Memorial United Methodist Church, Grayling’s 
Project Rising Tide committee, the Beaver 
Creek-Grayling Townships Utility Authority, 
and the Michigan Association of County 
Treasurers. His impact on the people of North-
ern Michigan cannot be overstated. 

Madam Speaker, it is my honor to congratu-
late Joseph Wakeley for his decades of serv-
ice to the people of Crawford County. 
Michiganders can take great pride in knowing 
the First District is home to such a dedicated 
public servant. On behalf of my constituents, I 
wish Joe all the best in his future endeavors. 

f 

HONORING ANDREW WEIBRECHT 
FOR HIS INDUCTION INTO THE 
SKI AND SNOWBOARD HALL OF 
FAME 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 30, 2019 

Ms. STEFANIK. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Andrew Weibrecht on 
his induction into the U.S. Ski and Snowboard 
Hall of Fame. 

Andrew was a valuable and successful 
member of the U.S. Ski Team for 16 years. 
His foray onto the world stage began in 2006 
at the Junior World Ski Championships where 
he earned a bronze medal. He then went on 
to the World Cup where he was on the po-
dium twice and placed in the top-ten eleven 
times. Andrew captured his first Olympic 
medal, a bronze at the 2010 Winter Olympic 
Games, and followed-up with a silver in the 
2014 games. He won second place in the 
2016 World Cup and soon thereafter an-
nounced his retirement. While participating in 
global competitions, Andrew would proudly 
wear the Lake Placid brand on his helmet as 
an official ambassador, demonstrating his 
pride in the North Country for the world to see. 

Andrew Weibrecht’s long and successful ca-
reer is certainly deserving of recognition. He 
has always been a hometown hero to the resi-
dents of the Tri-Lakes region and certainly 
makes the North Country proud. On behalf of 
New York’s 21st Congressional District, I want 
to congratulate Andrew on his induction and 
wish him the best moving forward. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF NATIONAL 

SARCOIDOSIS AWARENESS MONTH 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 30, 2019 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today on behalf of Americans affected by 
Sarcoidosis and other related inflammatory 
diseases to observe April as National Sarcoid-
osis Awareness Month. 

Sarcoidosis can affect any part of the body 
and cause serious disabilities by forcing one’s 
vital organs and central nervous system to be-
come hyperactive. While this rare and dev-
astating disease annually affects over 200,000 
people throughout all demographics, there are 
significant racial, gender, and age-related dif-
ferences, as it disproportionately impacts Afri-
can-Americans, women, and individuals be-
tween the ages of 20 and 40. 

Although research suggests the cause of 
Sarcoidosis is a combination of genetic and 
environmental factors, the exact cause and 
progression of the disease are still unknown. 
The unique nature of Sarcoidosis makes it an 
enigma in the realm of medical science, and 
despite increasing advances in research, it re-
mains difficult to diagnose with limited treat-
ment options and no known cure. Over the 
years, several of my colleagues and I have 
spoken on the House and Senate floors about 
this fatal disease. During the 103rd session of 
Congress, I introduced H.J. Res. 399, a 
House Joint Resolution designating Monday, 
August 29, 1994, as ‘‘National Sarcoidosis 
Awareness Day’’ while also urging my col-
leagues in Congress to support extensive re-
search to find a suitable cure and treatment 
method for individuals with Sarcoidosis. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives to 
join me in recognizing April as National Sar-
coidosis Awareness Month by acknowledging 
the need for more efficient research into the 
causes, diagnostics, and potential treatment 
options for Sarcoidosis. I am pleased to have 
the chance to bring a relatively unknown dis-
ease to light and to increase public awareness 
of the need to support individuals with this life- 
threatening ailment. 

f 

HIGHLIGHTING THE VALUE AND 
IMPORTANCE OF INTER-
NATIONAL STUDENTS 

HON. RODNEY DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 30, 2019 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to highlight the value and 
importance of international students in the 
United States. I am fortunate enough to rep-
resent numerous colleges and universities in 
my district. I have a deep appreciation for the 
important role these institutions play in pro-
viding opportunities for students around the 
globe. 

The University of Illinois at Urbana-Cham-
paign, the largest university in my district, en-
rolls over 10,577 international students from 
116 different countries. Illinois State University 
boasts 502 students from 73 countries and 

Southern Illinois University Edwardsville has 
368 international students from 24 countries— 
all of these numbers represent an increase in 
last year’s numbers for each university. 

I am proud to represent institutions like 
these that welcome the world’s brightest learn-
ers. I believe that today’s students become to-
morrow’s leaders. The former presidents of 
both Ecuador and the Philippines earned doc-
torate degrees from universities in my district, 
and I know that presidents and prime min-
isters all over the world have earned their col-
lege degrees right here in the United States. 

Welcoming international students and schol-
ars strengthens our diplomatic ties with coun-
tries across the globe and contributes signifi-
cantly to national security and to our economy. 
International students are vital to our nation’s 
fabric. Through the exchange of ideals, lan-
guages, and cultures, diplomacy is strength-
ened and our world is made a better place. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE NUCLEAR 
WEAPONS ABOLITION AND ECO-
NOMIC AND ENERGY CONVER-
SION ACT OF 2019 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 30, 2019 

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, today, I am 
introducing the Nuclear Weapons Abolition 
and Economic and Energy Conversion Act of 
2019, a version of which I have introduced 
since 1994, after working with the District of 
Columbia residents who were responsible for 
the Nuclear Disarmament and Economic Con-
version ballot initiative, passed by D.C. voters 
in 1993. My bill still requires the United States 
to sign and ratify an international agreement to 
disable and dismantle America’s nuclear 
weapons, to provide for strict control of fissile 
material and radioactive waste and to use nu-
clear-free energy. In lieu of joining such an 
agreement, this new version of the bill also 
gives the United States the option to ratify the 
United Nations Treaty on the Prohibition of 
Nuclear Weapons (Treaty). Many nations have 
already signed onto the Treaty. The Treaty 
was drafted by the United Nations in con-
ferences in March and July of 2017, which is 
why I did not include it in my previous bills. 
According to the United Nations, the Treaty is 
‘‘a legally binding instrument to prohibit nu-
clear weapons, leading towards their total 
elimination.’’ I am pleased by the international 
progress on this important issue. 

Our bill continues to provide that the funds 
used for nuclear weapons programs be redi-
rected to human and infrastructure needs, 
such as housing, health care, Social Security, 
restoring the environment and creating car-
bon-free, nuclear-free energy. The conversion 
to a peace economy would occur when the 
President certifies to Congress that all coun-
tries possessing nuclear weapons have begun 
elimination under an international treaty or 
other legal agreement. 

The bill is particularly timely considering the 
ongoing nuclear threat from the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea. 

Our country still has a long list of urgent do-
mestic needs that have been put on the back- 
burner. As the only nation that has used nu-
clear weapons in war, and that still possesses 

one of the largest nuclear weapons arsenals, 
I urge support for my bill to help the United 
States reestablish its moral leadership in the 
world by redirecting funds that would other-
wise go to nuclear weapons to urgent domes-
tic needs. 

I strongly urge my colleagues to support this 
legislation. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF WILLIAM F. 
ROGERS, JR., RECEIVING THE 
CABARRUS COUNTY LIBERTY 
BELL AWARD 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 30, 2019 

Mr. HUDSON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor William F. ‘‘Bill’’ Rogers, Jr., on re-
ceiving the Cabarrus County Bar Association 
Liberty Bell Award. 

A Tennessee native, Bill began his practice 
in Concord, North Carolina in 1980 focusing 
on Family Law. Bill has a reputation of being 
professional, tactful and emotionally supportive 
to his clients while providing counsel during 
difficult times. 

Bill lives in Cabarrus County with his wife 
Nanda, and three children, Hannah, Seth and 
Rachel. When he is not busy with his practice, 
Bill volunteers for multiple non-profits in the 
community, including Habitat for Humanity, 
Coltrane Life Center, Hospice of Cabarrus 
County, and Cabarrus Workshop. In addition 
to volunteering and spending time with his 
family, he enjoys both playing and listening to 
bluegrass, traveling to the beach, and riding 
his motorcycle. 

The Liberty Bell Award is presented to an 
individual that educates others on and uphold 
laws that support American freedom. Through-
out his involvement in Cabarrus County, Bill 
has helped many people regain their con-
fidence in our judicial system by being a con-
stant resource of knowledge. There is no 
doubt in my mind that Bill will continue to help 
the people of Cabarrus County with his un-
wavering commitment to serving others. 

Madam Speaker, please join me today in 
congratulating Bill Rogers as the Cabarrus 
County Bar Association Liberty Bell Award re-
cipient and wish him well as he continues to 
uphold our American freedom. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF INTERNATIONAL STU-
DENTS 

HON. STEVE STIVERS 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 30, 2019 

Mr. STIVERS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
on behalf of the people of Ohio’s 15th Con-
gressional District to recognize the contribu-
tions of international students and scholars. 

At a time when nations around the globe 
are increasing their efforts and deploying new 
strategies to attract international talent, enroll-
ment in American institutions is on a decline. 
Ohio’s 15th Congressional District, and the na-
tion, benefit from these students, and we are 
at risk of losing this valuable talent. 
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In addition to bringing diverse perspectives 

and new ideas to our classrooms, international 
students have an economic impact. They cre-
ate jobs and stimulate our economies. In fact, 
it is estimated that in the 2017–2018 school 
year, in the 15th District alone, international 
students contributed over $48 million to our 
economies and created over 500 jobs. 

But the economic value that they contribute 
to this country is not in dollars and jobs alone. 
In fact, individual current and former inter-
national students contribute their talents in our 
communities each and every day across this 
great nation. 

I’m proud to have international students 
contributing in a significant way in my own 
congressional district. To cite just one exam-
ple, Rebin Muhammed is currently a Ph.D. 
candidate in Mathematics at Ohio University in 
Athens. His area of focus is Ring Theory, 
which is key in the design of codes that facili-
tate space travel, digital communications, and 
high-fidelity music recording. Originally from 
Iraq, he is helping inspire the next generation 
of mathematicians by volunteering with the 
Southeast Ohio Math Teachers’ Circle and 
The Math League of Southeast Ohio, which 
coordinates math-related activities for diverse 
groups of middle and high school age kids. 

It is students like Rebin who deserve an im-
migration system that works. Perhaps most 
importantly, we should continue to attract stu-
dents by creating a path to green cards for the 
most talented. We should not educate future 
leaders and innovators, only to force them out 
of our country when they are on the verge of 
the next breakthrough. 

With tomorrow, May 1, as ‘‘Decision Day’’ 
for students to commit to colleges across the 
country, I want prospective international stu-
dents to know their contributions are valued, 
and they are welcome here. I urge my col-
leagues to join me in celebrating the contribu-
tions of international students and in working 
to make sure the United States is the destina-
tion of choice for the best and brightest across 
the globe. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MARINE 1ST 
LT. BRIAN MCPHILLIPS 

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 30, 2019 

Mr. KEATING. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in recognition of the life of Marine 1st Lt. Brian 
McPhillips of Pembroke, Massachusetts, a 
dedicated soldier who gave his life protecting 
his country. 

Brian McPhillips was a native of the South 
Shore of Massachusetts, and attended Boston 
College High School. McPhillips joined the 
United States Marines in 1998, and continued 
to serve following his graduation from Provi-
dence College in 2000. He was based out of 
Camp Lejeune, North Carolina and served 
with the 2nd Tank Battalion, 2nd Marine Divi-
sion until deploying to Iraq. 

Both in school and during his time with the 
Marines, McPhillips earned a reputation for 
being bright, enthusiastic, conscientious, and 
always willing to go the extra mile. He could 
have chosen to pursue any number of paths 
in life, but he was propelled by a deep and en-
during love of his country and a desire to be 

on the front lines of defending it. Testimonials 
from former classmates, teachers, and fellow 
service members speak to McPhillips’ unwav-
ering spirit of service and loyalty. 

Tragically, Lt. McPhillips passed away on 
the battlefield on April 4, 2003. As the South 
Shore’s first casualty of the Iraq War, his loss 
was felt deeply by everyone in the community 
where he grew up. His memory and spirit will 
live on through his loving parents, David and 
Julie McPhillips, his sister Carolyn McPhillips 
Quigley, and through the legacy of his cour-
age and devotion to his platoon, the military, 
and to God and country. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF REAR 
ADMIRAL JOHN P. NEAGLEY 

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 30, 2019 

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Rear Admiral John P. Neagley of Edi-
son, New Jersey, who is retiring from the 
United States Navy this year. Rear Admiral 
Neagley has dedicated 35 years to the Navy 
and his service is truly deserving of this body’s 
recognition. 

Throughout his distinguished career, Rear 
Admiral Neagley has upheld the principles of 
duty and valor. He has served at sea exten-
sively and was deployed several times. From 
his service in Operation Desert Fox, to his 
command of USS Fitzgerald (DDG 62) during 
deployment in support of Operations Iraqi 
Freedom and Enduring Freedom, Rear Admi-
ral Neagley has bravely helped maintain the 
security of our country. 

In addition to his service at sea, Rear Admi-
ral Neagley has held various leadership posi-
tions in the Office of the Chief of Naval Oper-
ations and the Littoral Combat Ship Program 
Office. In his most recent assignment as Pro-
gram Executive Officer, Unmanned and Small 
Combatants, Rear Admiral Neagley was re-
sponsible for the Navy’s small combatant 
force, mine warfare capabilities and unmanned 
maritime systems. His experience, knowledge 
and initiative have distinguished Rear Admiral 
Neagley as an outstanding leader who has ex-
emplified honor, integrity and professionalism 
throughout his Navy career. 

Rear Admiral Neagley is a graduate of the 
University of New Hampshire and received his 
commission from Officer Candidate School in 
1984. He holds a master’s degree in Environ-
mental Management from Duke University, a 
Master of Science degree in Financial Man-
agement from the Naval Post Graduate 
School and a Master of Arts degree in Na-
tional Security and Strategic Studies from the 
Naval Command and Staff College. 

Madam Speaker, once again, it is my great 
honor to pay tribute to Rear Admiral John 
Neagley for his 35 years of service to the 
United States Navy. I sincerely hope that my 
colleagues will join me in thanking Rear Admi-
ral Neagley for his honorable service to our 
great nation. 

HONORING YAVAPAI COUNTY 
TEACHER OF THE YEAR, LORI 
MARKHAM 

HON. PAUL A. GOSAR 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 30, 2019 

Mr. GOSAR. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
honor Lori Markham for being chosen as 
Teacher of the Year by the Yavapai County 
Education Foundation. Lori is a first-grade 
teacher at Abia Judd Elementary School in 
Prescott, Arizona and she is a shining exam-
ple of an educator who enriches and inspires 
the students she teaches. Lori is a proud 
graduate of Northern Arizona University and 
she is currently in her 24th year of teaching at 
Judd Elementary school. She has not only 
dedicated her life to educating her students, 
but also to bettering the education system in 
Yavapai County, serving on many district-level 
committees and as a mentor for new teachers. 

Recounting the reasons she became a 
teacher, Lori mentions she was lucky to have 
teachers dedicated to her success by not only 
being role models but parental figures and 
mentors. She has dedicated two decades in-
spiring hundreds of children to try hard and 
dream big. 

I thank Lori for working tirelessly to educate 
and uplift students, and I celebrate the impact 
she has had on her local community in 
Yavapai County and the entire state of Ari-
zona. 

f 

HONORING JAMES PREMO’S 60 
YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE 
WESTVILLE VOLUNTEER FIRE 
DEPARTMENT 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 30, 2019 

Ms. STEFANIK. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize a lifetime of dedicated 
service as James Premo celebrates his 60th 
year with the Westville Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment. 

James Premo first joined the department in 
April of 1958, and quickly proved an invalu-
able asset, serving in a variety of leadership 
roles including Fire Chief on three separate 
occasions and as the department’s treasurer. 
He has also proudly served in a number of 
roles outside of the department such as 
Franklin County Deputy Coordinator and Fire 
Investigator, as a member of the board of the 
New York Association of Fire Chiefs, and on 
the New York State Firemen’s Loan Board. 

James Premo has not only bravely served 
the department and his community as a volun-
teer firefighter, but also the entirety of New 
York State in his elected and appointed posi-
tions. He has undoubtedly helped foster future 
generations of firefighters that protect our lives 
and livelihood, and has left an indelible impact 
on his community. On behalf of New York’s 
21st Congressional District, I want to thank 
James Premo for his many contributions to the 
North Country and congratulate him on his 
60th year with the Westville Volunteer Fire De-
partment. 
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RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS 

OF ISAAC PYLE AND EMMA 
MUSTOE, RECIPIENTS OF THE 
WEST VIRGINIA GOLDEN HORSE-
SHOE AWARD 

HON. CAROL D. MILLER 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 30, 2019 

Mrs. MILLER. Madam Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize two of my constituents, Isaac Pyle and 
Emma Mustoe, who each earned the West 
Virginia Golden Horseshoe award. 

The West Virginia Department of Education 
describes the Golden Horseshoe award as 
being ‘‘unique in its statewide recognition of 
scholastic achievement.’’ The award is given 
annually to two hundred and twenty-one 8th 
grade students who have outscored their 
classmates on a West Virginia history exam 

and essay about West Virginia current events. 
A minimum of two students from each county 
and one student from the West Virginia 
schools for the Deaf and Blind are selected for 
the award. In a ceremony during Golden 
Horseshoe Day, the state superintendent of 
schools uses an antique sword to dub each 
kneeling student either a lady or knight of the 
Golden Horseshoe Society. This is arguably 
one of the greatest awards of that school year 
for 8th-grade students. 

Soon to be knighted is Isaac Pyle of Web-
ster Springs. Isaac is the son of Jeremy Pyle 
and Dr. Allison Pyle. An exceptional student, 
Isaac is a captain of the West Virginia History 
Bowl Team for Webster County High School. 
As the winner of his school competition, he 
has qualified four times for the state Math 
Field Day and has qualified for the state spell-
ing bee. Isaac proudly maintains a 4.0 GPA 
and is enrolled in advanced courses. 

Emma Mustoe of Webster Springs will also 
join the rolls as a Lady of the Golden Horse-
shoe Society. The daughter of Tobby and 
Janna Mustoe, Emma is a talented writer and 
performer. She is a winner of the Webster 
County Young Writers Competition. She is a 
captain of the West Virginia History Bowl 
Team for Webster County High School and a 
winner in the Webster County Regional Lit-
erature Fair. Emma is also a member of the 
award-winning Webster County High School 
Showband. 

As Congresswoman for the Third Congres-
sional District of the State of West Virginia, it 
is my distinct honor to rise today to recognize 
the dedication and achievement that Isaac 
Pyle and Emma Mustoe have put forward in 
winning the Golden Horseshoe award, I con-
gratulate them on being model students and 
exemplary West Virginians. 
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