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evolving and growing to ensure that every
neighborhood in Pierce County is a thriving
and safe place for all its residents. | wish them
the best in this effort and pledge my commit-
ment to supporting them however | can.
—

IN RECOGNITION OF MS. SHARON
“NYOTA” TUCKER, J.D.
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Tuesday, April 30, 2019

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor a distinguished scholar,
dedicated attorney, and true visionary, Ms.
Sharon “Nyota” Tucker. Nyota was honored
for her contributions to academia and her
community on Saturday, April 13, 2019, at the
University of Georgia School of Law.

A native of Dublin, Georgia, Sharon “Nyota”
Tucker was born to the union of Mr. Willis
Tucker and Mrs. Cornelia Tucker. During her
junior year of high school, she joined six of
her fellow classmates from Oconee High
School in the integration of the previously all-
white Dublin High School. This first-hand ex-
perience with desegregation convinced her
that becoming a lawyer was the most effective
means of combating racism, upholding the
constitutional rights outlined in the Declaration
of Independence, and forcing a system to cor-
rect itself. Nyota went on to earn her Bachelor
of Arts degree in Political Science from How-
ard University, before becoming the first Afri-
can-American woman to receive a Juris Doc-
torate degree from the University of Georgia in
1974.

Upon becoming a member of the State Bar
of Georgia in 1974, she served in a number of
legal and academic positions, including staff
attorney in the Albany office of the Georgia
Legal Services Program; legal intern with the
Earl Warren Fellowship Program in the San
Francisco office, NAACP Legal Defense Fund;
and associate with the Albany, Georgia Law
Firm of Mary Young & Associates. During
Nyota’s impressive tenure at Albany State Uni-
versity (ASU), she served as a faculty member
and pre-law advisor, as well as a dual role as
ASU’s University Counsel (for eight years) and
ASU’s Chief of Staff (for five years). Her time
at ASU allowed her to work with some of the
brightest, most creative, and determined stu-
dents in higher education.

Nyota has been recognized numerous times
for her professional and community work. She
has received several Teacher of the Year
Awards in addition to the 2015 Trailblazer
Award by the UGA Black Law Student Asso-
ciation; the Justice Leah Ward Sears Award
for Distinction in the Profession by the Georgia
Association of Black Women Attorneys in
2016; the USG Chancellor's Recognition for
Distinguished Service to the University System
of Georgia in 2016; and both the 2018 and
2019 Beverly Burton New Board Member of
the Year Award for the Boys & Girls Clubs of
Georgia and the Southeast Region. Moreover,
on April 13, 2019, the University of Georgia
School of Law unveiled a portrait of Nyota
honoring her impeccable legacy and influential
leadership.

Former Congresswoman Shirley Chisholm
once said that “Service is the rent that we pay
for the space that we occupy here on this

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

earth.” Nyota has paid her rent many times
over and still continues to give a prodigious
amount of love and service back to her com-
munity. She has served on the Board of Trust-
ees for the Harry S. Truman Scholarship
Foundation, the Board of Directors for Liberty
House, and as a member of the Advisory
Committee on Law and Criminal Justice at the
Washington Center. She currently serves on
the Board of Directors for the Boys & Girls
Clubs of Albany and a member of the Dough-
erty County Hospital Authority Board.

Nyota has accomplished many things in her
life, but none of these would have been pos-
sible without the enduring love and support of
her loving children, Nairobi (deceased),
Sadiga, and Macharia; and her granddaughter,
Imani.

Madam Speaker, today | ask my colleagues
to join my wife, Vivian, and me, along with the
more than 730,000 residents of Georgia’s
Second Congressional District, in recognizing
and commending Ms. Sharon Nyota Tucker,
J.D., on receiving a well-deserved effigy rec-
ognizing her commitment and contributions to
her community and academic field.

———
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Mr. TED LIEU of California. Madam Speak-
er, today | rise to celebrate the life of Mrs.
Kathleen “Kay” Finer, who passed away on
March 2, 2019 at the age of 68. Kay was a
dedicated member of and leader in the busi-
ness community in Los Angeles County’s
South Bay.

Born on October 14, 1950, Kay grew up and
attended school in Inglewood; after attending
El Camino College, Kay started her career in
the fashion industry before taking time off to
raise her family. She was an active member in
civic life, serving as a reserve officer for the
City of Palos Verdes Estates and organizing a
neighborhood watch group.

Kay also devoted herself to promoting local
businesses, as a volunteer with the Malaga
Cove Business Association and President and
CEO of the Palos Verdes Peninsula Chamber
of Commerce from 2005 to 2010. She also in-
volved herself with a myriad of nonprofit orga-
nizations; she served as director of Commu-
nity Helpline, which offers a confidential, safe,
and empathetic space to talk for individuals
experiencing mental health crises. Her energy,
commitment, and warm smile helped her
make a difference in the community she loved.

Kay is survived by her daughter, Jessica,
and grandson, Colt. | hope that Kay’s family
takes comfort in knowing her memory will live
on in the people, businesses, and organiza-
tions she touched through her work.
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HONORING MAJOR GENERAL WAL-
TER PIATT FOR HIS SERVICE TO
FORT DRUM AND ON HIS CON-
FIRMATION TO DIRECTOR OF
ARMY STAFF
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OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 30, 2019

Ms. STEFANIK. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize a lifetime of dedicated
service. Major General Walter Piatt will be as-
suming his new role as Director of Army Staff
at the Pentagon after serving as Commanding
General of the 10th Mountain Division at Fort
Drum for the past two years.

Major General Piatt’s military career has
spanned nearly 40 years and taken him all
over the globe. He has previously served at
the Pentagon as the Director of Army Oper-
ations, Readiness, and Mobilization and then
as the Director of Operations, Army Rapid Ca-
pabilities Office. Through all that, his roots in
the North Country remained strong. Major
General Piatt served in the 10th Mountain Di-
vision twice, from 1999 to 2003 and from 2012
to 2013. During his tenure commanding Fort
Drum, Major General Piatt led efforts to
strengthen ties to the local community on the
premise that a ready post and division de-
pends heavily on the strength of the sur-
rounding communities. His leadership has not
only been beneficial to those stationed at Fort
Drum but everyone in the surrounding commu-
nities as well. While we are sad to see him
leave the North Country, | know | speak for
everyone in New York's 21st Congressional
District when | wish Major General Piatt great
success in his new role and thank him for his
service.

——————

INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTION
RECOGNIZING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS AND THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF VIETNAMESE AMERI-
CANS

HON. J. LUIS CORREA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 30, 2019

Mr. CORREA. Madam Speaker, today, | am
introducing a House Resolution recognizing
the accomplishments and contributions of Viet-
namese Americans. | represent one of the
largest Viethamese communities in the United
States, and | am proud to recognize the valu-
able contribution of 1.7 million Vietnamese
Americans living in this nation. The United
States is home to the largest number of indi-
viduals of Vietnamese descent outside of Viet-
nam. Currently more than 70,000 reside in
California’s 46th Congressional District.

In the aftermath of the Vietnam War, ap-
proximately 800,000 Vietnamese refugees
fleeing persecution resettled in the United
States. Today, Viethamese Americans con-
tribute to American society through their work
in. business, education, science and tech-
nology, engineering, mathematics, literature
and the arts, gastronomy, the armed forces,
and public service at every level of govern-
ment.

Vietnamese Americans add to the rich cul-
tural and religious diversity of our nation. As a
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