April 30, 2019

HONORING LIAM MAGATHAN

(Mr. WATKINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1

minute.)
Mr. WATKINS. Madam Speaker,
today, I rise in honor of Liam

Magathan of Meriden, Kansas, whom I
awarded last week the Silver Congres-
sional Award Medal.

Liam is a student at the University
of Kansas. Through years of hard work,
dedication, and personal sacrifice,
Liam has achieved this prestigious
honor.

I want to let Liam know how much I
look up to him and how the world
would be a better place if more people
were like him.

Keep up the good work, my friend.
You are bringing pride upon yourself,
Kansas, and the United States of Amer-
ica.

————

MOURNING THE LOSS OF
REVEREND HOWARD HAYWOOD

(Mr. KENNEDY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KENNEDY. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to join Myrtle Baptist
Church, the Newton community, and
the entire Commonwealth of Massachu-
setts in mourning the loss of Reverend
Howard Haywood.

A little over a year ago, I walked
into Myrtle Baptist with my family,
and Reverend Haywood welcomed us
with a warm embrace that few could
match. It was that physical, emotional
embrace that countless congregants
and visitors will never forget.

With eight generations of his family
calling Newton home, the reverend
liked to talk about how the city shaped
him. If anything, our city stands
kinder, stronger, and more just because
of him.

A journeyman bricklayer and con-
struction worker for five decades, he
literally built Massachusetts into what
it is today. Yet he still felt like he had
more to offer, so he spent the little free
time he found fighting for affordable
housing and civil rights for his fellow
citizens.

To his wife, Katy; his daughter,
Kristen; his son, Howard, Jr.; and the
entire Haywood family, please Kknow
how grateful we are that you shared
this magnificent man with all of us.

———
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RISING FOR LORI SMITH AND
COLORECTAL CANCER SCREENING

(Ms. HOULAHAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. HOULAHAN. Madam Speaker,
today I rise for Lori Smith of Pennsyl-
vania, a member of my community who
passed away last month after a very
long and hard-fought battle with stage
IV colorectal cancer.

When she first received her diagnosis,
Lori learned that several of the symp-
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toms that she had been experiencing
had been there for over a decade. So,
Lori stood up. She harnessed the power
of social media and advocacy to share
her story with the world, to stand up
and fight for her life and the lives of all
those affected by this insidious disease.

We met with Lori’s husband, Kenny,
here in Washington to hear of her
brave fight and of their tireless work
to make sure that other families never
have to go through the pain that they
went through.

That was March 19. Lori passed away
on March 20.

I refuse to let Lori’s death and the
thousands of cancer-related deaths go
unnoticed. I cosponsored H.R. 1570, the
Colorectal Cancer Screening Act,
which would waive Medicare’s cost-
sharing requirements for preventive
screening of colonoscopies.

I urge the House and the Senate to
pass this bipartisan and lifesaving leg-
islation.

As we continue to search for a cure,
the greatest tool at our disposal is al-
ways early diagnosis. No one in our
country should ever have to forego life-
saving screenings.

And to all my fellow Americans bat-
tling cancer, I will not stop fighting for
you.

———

STAGGERING COST OF INSULIN

(Mr. RUSH asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. RUSH. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to highlight the staggering cost
of insulin.

A study published last September es-
timated that manufacturers could
charge between $7 and $11 for insulin
and still make a profit. In reality,
Madam Speaker, the list price today is
$275 a vial.

This is an unconscionable markup on
a critical, lifesaving drug, as diabetes
is the primary cause of death for 85,000
Americans each and every year.

While insurance covers some of the
costs, insulin is, all too often,
unaffordable for the 17,000 Medicare
beneficiaries in my district who depend
on it to survive. That is because it can
cost a senior on Medicare living in my
hometown over $1,400 a year to pay for
their diabetes medication.

To combat this issue, I introduced
the Insulin Access for All Act. My leg-
islation ensures that Medicare and
Medicaid recipients pay nothing out of
pocket for their insulin.

I urge my colleagues to join with me
in reducing the cost of insulin for all
Americans.

————
TEENAGE SUICIDE

(Mr. CARDENAS asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. CARDENAS. Madam Speaker, 1
have the honor of helping an American
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citizen familiarize herself with our
United States Capitol—with her United
States Capitol. Sophia is here with her
eighth grade class from St. Philip The
Apostle Catholic School in Pasadena,
California.

I felt it important for her to under-
stand that we do listen, so I asked her
before I gave this speech: What comes
to mind? What issue would you like me
to mention?

She thought, and she thought, and
she said: Teenage suicide rates are way
too high.

You had better believe it, America.
They are. And there are many things
we can do, both locally and here in
Washington, to make sure that we cur-
tail that and make sure that young
people don’t find themselves in the po-
sition to do such a thing to themselves,
their family, and their community.

I pledged to Sophia that many of us
here in Washington are committed to
doing what we can to make sure that
suicide rates in general, but specifi-
cally suicide rates amongst young peo-
ple, are curtailed and they hopefully
stop and come down to zero soon.

I thank Sophia for visiting us, and I
thank her teachers and all of those who
brought her here today.

——————

THANKING USO FOR ITS COMMIT-
MENT TO AMERICAN SERVICE-
MEMBERS

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, the USO is on Capitol
Hill today for a service project where
volunteers can assemble care packages
for servicemembers who are currently
deployed.

More than 2,000 care packages will be
assembled today as part of the Force
Behind the Forces campaign.

The USO strengthens America’s mili-
tary servicemembers by keeping them
connected to family, home, and coun-
try throughout their service to the Na-
tion.

The USO has more than 200 locations
around the globe. It serves 4.9 million
Active-Duty Guard, Reserve, and mem-
bers of their families.

For more than 75 years, the USO has
been by the side of America’s military
servicemembers. From the moment
they join, through their assignments
and deployments, and as they transi-
tion back to their communities, the
USO has been there.

The USO has delivered more than 2.6
million care packages since the Care
Package Program was established in
2003. In 2018, the USO delivered 120,000
care packages to servicemembers
across the globe.

Madam Speaker, I thank the USO for
its dedication to our servicemembers
and their families. As a military fam-
ily, as an individual who has visited
theaters of war, I see what a difference
this makes, and I thank them for their
service.
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