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NORTHERN MARIANA  ISLANDS
AND AMERICAN SAMOA COLLEGE
ACCESS ACT

HON. GREGORIO KILILI CAMACHO
SABLAN

OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 1, 2019

Mr. SABLAN. Madam Speaker, today, | in-
troduce the Northern Mariana Islands and
American Samoa College Access Act, which
would authorize tuition assistance grants to
cover the difference between in-state and out-
of-state tuition costs for Northern Marianas
and American Samoa community college
graduates seeking to attend a four-year public
university.

The importance of having an educated citi-
zenry is a bedrock principle of our nation and
has been since our founding. And in today’s
competitive job market, a postsecondary edu-
cation is increasingly becoming a critical ne-
cessity for obtaining a decent job with a de-
cent wage.

The Northern Mariana Islands has only
been part of America for forty years. We un-
derstand well that education is key to our con-
tinued growth, but the reality is that household
incomes in the Northern Marianas are less
than half the national median. The U.S. terri-
tory of American Samoa is in similar economic
straits. Poverty and unemployment rates there
are among the highest in the country.

| believe the best way to improve economic
conditions in these territories is to improve the
educational opportunities of our residents. Un-
fortunately, however, neither the Northern
Marianas nor American Samoa has a four-
year institution of higher education. In fact,
they are the only two congressional districts in
the country without a public four-year college
or university. Each has an accredited commu-
nity college, but academic offerings are sub-
stantially limited.

Students from these U.S. territories wanting
the advantages of a four-year university in an-
other state or territory face significant financial
difficulty. Nonresident students spend an aver-
age of $14,480 in out-of-state tuition and fees
more per year than their resident peers at
public four-year colleges, according to College
Board. And many students in the Marianas
and American Samoa wanting to attend a
four-year university not only face the cost of
nonresident tuition, but also the significant ex-
pense of travel. The Marianas are over 3,700
miles from the nearest state, Hawaii—a
$1,100 one-way trip by plane. American
Samoa to Hawaii is over 2,500 miles, over
$800 one-way.

The bill follows the model of P.L. 10698,
the DC College Access Act, which allows stu-
dents residing in the District of Columbia to
apply for grants to help pay the cost of attend-
ing colleges outside D.C., but much smaller in
scope and cost. It creates a program through
which public four-year schools in the 50
states, D.C., and other U.S. territories may be

reimbursed for offering in-state tuition to un-
dergraduate students from the Northern Mar-
iana Islands and American Samoa.

The gentlelady from American Samoa, Mrs.
RADEWAGEN, is an original cosponsor of the
bill. I urge my colleagues to support this bipar-
tisan legislation and help give students from
the Northern Marianas and American Samoa
the means needed to make their educational
dreams a reality.

———————

HONORING ESSEX COUNTY
COLLEGE’S 50TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 1, 2019

Mr. PAYNE. Madam Speaker, | proudly
honor Essex County College on the occasion
of its 50th anniversary. Over the past half-cen-
tury, Essex County College has helped edu-
cate and enlighten thousands of students from
New Jersey and across the country.

Essex County College opened in 1968 to
more than 3 thousand students. By 1970, the
school needed a new campus and was relo-
cated to what we now call University Heights
in the Central Ward of Newark—across the
street from my congressional district office.
Essex County College has grown and ex-
panded across the community in the decades
since it opened. Today, Essex County College
has more than 13 thousand students across
its degree, certificate, and job training pro-
grams.

Throughout the 1970s and continuing today,
Essex County College has invested in local
communities. The school has opened and op-
erated extension campuses throughout Essex
County. It provides off-campus educational
services like the popular Saturday Youth Pro-
grams. Essex County College helps students
enter the workplace with marketable skills.

Essex County College has provided a foun-
dation of education for generations of stu-
dents. Through leadership and community in-
vestment, Essex County College is leading the
way toward greater opportunity. Under Presi-
dent Anthony Munroe, | know that Essex
County College will continue to flourish for
years to come. | ask that my colleagues join
me in celebrating their 50th anniversary.

———

HONORING MAJOR CHRISTOPHER
PETRANCOSTA

HON. LEE M. ZELDIN

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 1, 2019

Mr. ZELDIN. Madam Speaker, today | rise
to recognize Major Christopher Vincent
Petrancosta of the United States Army for his
extraordinary dedication to duty and service to
our nation. Major Petrancosta will soon transi-

tion from his current assignment as an Army
Congressional Liaison to the House of Rep-
resentatives to attend Army Intermediate Level
Education with follow on assignment at Fort
Drum.

A native of Hot Springs, Arkansas, Chris is
a third generation Army Soldier, continuing a
proud family tradition of service to this nation.
Chris attended the United States Military
Academy at West Point and commissioned as
an Infantry Officer in 2007. He has held nu-
merous leadership and staff assignments in a
variety of units, highlighted by operational and
combat deployments to Haiti, Afghanistan,
Iraq, Djibouti, and Niger during service with
the 82nd Airborne Division and First Infantry
Division. During his time in Washington, Chris
earned a Masters in Policy Management from
Georgetown University and worked as a Polit-
ical Military Planner within the Joint Staff's
Transregional Threats Coordination Cell.

In 2018, Major Petrancosta was selected to
serve as a Congressional Liaison in the United
States Army House Liaison Division. As the
primary liaison between Members of the
House of Representatives, their staffs, com-
mittees, and the Army, he provided insight and
understanding of Army policies, actions, oper-
ations, and requirements. His first-hand knowl-
edge of the military, its culture, and traditions
has been a tremendous benefit to Congres-
sional offices. This previous Christmas, | trav-
eled with Chris to the Middle East to visit our
servicemembers and better understand the re-
gion. Chris’ extensive experience in the region
enabled a productive visit for myself and other
Members of Congress. | found him to be a
thoughtful, intelligent, and dedicated Soldier in
the best traditions of America’s Armed Forces.

Madam Speaker, it has been a pleasure to
work with Chris during his time as an Army
Congressional Liaison Officer in the House of
Representatives. On behalf of a grateful na-
tion, it is my honor to recognize the selfless
service and sacrifice of Major Christopher
Petrancosta, his wife, Stacia, and their chil-
dren, Tatum and Maryn. | wish them the very
best as they continue their journey in the
United States Army, and continue to dedicate
their lives to the service of our nation.

————

RECOGNIZING LIEUTENANT DAVID
JOHN REZZO

HON. DONALD S. BEYER, JR.

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 1, 2019

Mr. BEYER. Madam Speaker, our brave
men and women of the Armed Forces continu-
ously make sacrifices to keep our nation
strong and free. Among the ranks is Lieuten-
ant David John Rezzo, who | want to recog-
nize today for his eight years of service in the
United States Navy.

Lieutenant Rezzo currently serves as a Re-
quirements Officer for Undersea Networks in
the Pentagon. He entered the United States
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