May 1, 2019

MADTOWN ROBOTICS

(Mr. COSTA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great pride that I rise today to con-
gratulate Madera High School’s robot-
ics team for being crowned the world
champions.

They are the home of the Coyotes,
and this hardworking group of 15 stu-
dents from my district, otherwise
known as MadTown Robotics, beat out
more than 400 teams not only through-
out the country, but throughout the
world, in a competition in Houston,
Texas, in the last week. They worked
long hours on this project, with each
student member putting in more than
200 hours, including weekends.

The community celebrated their suc-
cess last weekend with a parade
through Madera and a rally at the
school gym, which I participated in. I
am exceptionally proud of these stu-
dents, their teachers, and the faculty
for their accomplishments.

Madera is a wonderful, growing area,
which shows that the San Joaquin Val-
ley is not only a world leader in agri-
culture, but also in innovation, for fu-
ture generations across our country.

Congratulations, Madera High
School.
Go, Coyotes.
————

MAY 1 IS THE DEADLINE FOR
DISASTER SUPPLEMENTAL

(Mr. DUNN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
because we have failed our military
and all the victims of 2018 disasters
across the country.

On October 10, Tyndall Air Force
Base took a direct hit from a category
5 hurricane. Over 6 months later, no
disaster funding has been provided. Air
Force Secretary Wilson warned us that
if she did not receive supplemental
funding by May 1, all new work on Tyn-
dall Air Force Base would stop. This
delays the return of base operations,
impacts flight operations throughout
the Air Force, and forces our airmen to
work in degraded facilities.

Mr. Speaker, May 1 has come, and I
stand before you today because we
have failed to deliver funding, and now
our military readiness is suffering. We
only have until May 15 to provide fund-
ing to the Air Force before they start
cutting airplane repairs.

I urge the leadership of the House
and the Senate to pass a clean disaster
supplemental immediately. It is nec-
essary, and it is the right thing to do.

BUILDING BUFFALO’S
WATERFRONT

(Mr. HIGGINS of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr.
Speaker, a $560 million Federal invest-
ment to create a parkway opened ac-
cess to Buffalo’s outer harbor water-
front 10 years ago. That parkway was
the catalyst for new development that
started with Gallagher Beach; a new
State park, Wilkeson Pointe; and new
parkland on the former NFTA property
from terminal A and B to the Seaway
Pier and beyond.

This Thursday, the Canal Corpora-
tion will announce more than $100 mil-
lion in new investments to open up 180
acres and improve access to the outer
harbor lakefront of Buffalo. More Buf-
falo waterfront development is coming,
development to move Buffalo forward
with a new, exciting waterfront of pos-
sibilities.

——

MICROSOFT TECHSPARK

(Mr. RIGGLEMAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. RIGGLEMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today with some great news for the
residents of my district, the Fifth Dis-
trict of Virginia.

Southern Virginia was selected as
Microsoft’s newest TechSpark commu-
nity. The goal of the TechSpark pro-
gram is to accelerate economic growth
through expanding broadband
connectivity, career pathways in dig-
ital transformation.

This $56 million investment has a po-
tential to be a game changer for south-
ern Virginia, and this project partners
perfectly with the work I have been
doing in Congress providing rural
broadband and increasing economic op-
portunities in Southside Virginia.

Private investment is always encour-
aged and preferred, but we also need to
use private-public partnerships to ex-
pand access to broadband.

Communities in my district are in
desperate need of broadband access,
and this investment in South Boston
will be an example of how we can en-
courage innovation and spur economic
growth that will help families around
this country.

——
MUELLER REPORT

(Mr. TED LIEU of California asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. TED LIEU of California. Mr.
Speaker, in the last 24 hours, we have
discovered that Special Counsel Robert
Mueller wrote a letter to Attorney
General Bill Barr saying that the At-
torney General mischaracterized the
Mueller report. That is an extraor-
dinary letter.

I am now going to read into the
House CONGRESSIONAL RECORD the rel-
evant portions of that letter, which is
dated March 27, 2019, from Robert
Mueller to Bill Barr.

He writes: ‘“The summary letter the
Department sent to Congress and re-
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leased to the public late in the after-
noon of March 24 did not fully capture
the context, nature, and substance of
this Office’s work and conclusions. We
communicated that concern to the De-
partment on the morning of March 25.
There is now public confusion about
critical aspects of the results of our in-
vestigation. This threatens to under-
mine a central purpose for which the
Department appointed the Special
Counsel: to assure full public con-
fidence in the outcome of the inves-
tigations.”

Bill Barr is supposed to be the attor-
ney for all Americans. He is supposed
to be the people’s attorney, not Donald
Trump’s personal attorney. He does not
understand that. He needs to resign.

———

MINORITY HEALTH MONTH

(Mr. CLAY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise as we
mark National Minority Health Month,
and I urge my colleagues to stand with
one voice as we demand universal
healthcare coverage for every Amer-
ican, not as a privilege, but as a human
right.

Your healthcare should not depend
on your ZIP Code. But for far too many
Americans, healthcare disparities
mean higher rates of chronic illness,
less access to quality care, and shorter
life spans.

In the U.S. in 2019, African Ameri-
cans, Latinos, and Native Americans
still suffer from much higher rates of
diabetes, cancer, heart disease, stroke,
substance abuse, infant mortality, low
birth weight, HIV, and AIDS.

These deadly disparities are rooted in
economic injustice, racism, and our
failure, as a nation, to value and pro-
tect the health and well-being of every
American equally.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support full funding for lifesaving re-
search, federally qualified health cen-
ters, and public health programs that
promote prevention and healthy life-
styles.

————
0O 1215
REACH EVERY VETERAN IN CRISIS

(Mr. MORELLE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MORELLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today because our Nation is facing a
crisis. Each day, 20 veterans take their
own lives. That is over 7,000 veterans a
year, more than the number of U.S.
soldiers we lost in the entire Iraq war.

We have a moral responsibility to do
more to protect those who have so cou-
rageously put their lives on the line to
defend our country.

Recently, it was revealed that the
Veterans Administration spent only
$1.5 million of its $6.2 million budget
toward suicide prevention media out-
reach in fiscal year 2018.
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