May 1, 2019

MOMENT OF SILENCE HONORING
THE LIFE OF CONGRESSWOMAN
ELLEN TAUSCHER

(Ms. PELOSI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I rise with
great sadness to mark the passing of a
leader of exceptional courage and firm
principles, our colleague and dear
friend, Congresswoman Ellen Tauscher.

The presence of so many members
from our California delegation is a
beautiful tribute to her beautiful life.
Thank you all for being here.

Ellen’s passing is a great official loss
to the people of California and to the
Nation and a deep personal loss for all
of us who are blessed to call her friend.

Our hearts break for her daughter,
Katherine. Personally, it was a joy for
many of us to see her expect Katherine.
Katherine came. Katherine is growing
up. She took such delight in being
Katherine’s mother.

Ellen was an extraordinary force for
progress who made a difference. Her
smart, strategic leadership strength-
ened our democratic institutions and
kept America safe, and her relentless
commitment to nuclear nonprolifera-
tion beautifully honored the oath we
take to support and defend the Con-
stitution and protect the American
people.

Ellen was a pioneer who made his-
tory when she became the youngest
ever and one of the very earliest
women members of the New York
Stock Exchange, where she was a pow-
erful voice for technology, science, and
innovation.

Ellen’s friendship was a gift, and her
legacy was one of outstanding leader-
ship marked by deep patriotism and
tireless commitment to progress.

May it be a comfort to Ellen’s be-
loved daughter, Katherine, and her
many, many loved ones that so many
share their loss and pray for them at
this sad time.

Mr. Speaker, I now ask that Members
and guests in the gallery rise to ob-
serve a moment of silence.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SWALWELL of California). All present
will rise to observe a moment of si-
lence.

———

REQUEST TO CONSIDER H.R. 962,
BORN-ALIVE ABORTION SUR-
VIVORS PROTECTION ACT

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be discharged
from further consideration of H.R. 962,
the Born-Alive Abortion Survivors Pro-
tection Act, and ask for its immediate
consideration in the House.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
guidelines consistently issued by suc-
cessive Speakers, as recorded in sec-
tion 956 of the House Rules and Man-
ual, the Chair is constrained not to en-
tertain the request unless it has been
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cleared by the bipartisan floor and
committee leaderships.

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, I urge
the Speaker to immediately schedule
this important bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman has not been recognized for de-
bate.

———

CLIMATE ACTION NOW ACT

GENERAL LEAVE
Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to
insert extraneous material on H.R. 9.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 329 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 9.

The Chair appoints the gentleman
from Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) to pre-
side over the Committee of the Whole.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 9) to di-
rect the President to develop a plan for
the United States to meet its nation-
ally determined contribution under the
Paris Agreement, and for other pur-
poses, with Mr. BLUMENAUER in the
chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to the rule, the
House the bill is considered read the
first time.

General debate shall not exceed 90
minutes, with 60 minutes equally di-
vided and controlled by the chair and
ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs, and 30 min-
utes equally divided and controlled by
the chair and ranking minority mem-
ber of the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

The gentleman from New York (Mr.
ENGEL) and the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. McCAUL) each will control 30 min-
utes, and the gentleman from New Jer-
sey (Mr. PALLONE) and the gentleman
from Oregon (Mr. WALDEN) each will
control 15 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Chairman, I yield
myself as much time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Chairman, I rise in strong sup-
port of H.R. 9, the Climate Action Now
Act.

I shouldn’t need to persuade anyone
in this Chamber that we desperately
need to take serious action on climate
change. Just look at the news. We are
already seeing the consequences of our
inaction: natural disasters, famines, in-
stability, human suffering.
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The time for action to avoid the
worst effects of climate change is rap-
idly closing. We must demonstrate to
the rest of the world and to future gen-
erations that we are still committed to
taking on this fight.

Climate change is a national security
threat that transcends borders and re-
quires international coordination. That
is why it is so critical that we work
shoulder to shoulder with our friends
and partners around the world.

The negotiation of the Paris Agree-
ment was a defining moment for the fu-
ture of our planet. For the first time,
the countries of the world came to-
gether to face this global crisis.

At challenging times like these, the
international community usually looks
to the United States for leadership. So
when President Trump announced his
intention to withdraw from this land-
mark agreement, it sent an unmistak-
able message that America is on the re-
treat. It is really just shameful.

Every nation in the world has now
signed on to the Paris Agreement. If we
withdraw, we will be the only country
unwilling to step up to this challenge.

We can—we must—do better.

The Climate Action Now Act keeps
the United States in the Paris climate
accord, renewing our country’s pledge
to address climate change head-on.

The Paris Agreement allows every
country to determine its own pollution
reduction targets and to develop a pub-
lic plan for how to meet those targets.
This bill follows that same model. It
gives the executive branch total flexi-
bility to decide what approach we need
to follow and what kind of technology
we need to use to reach our national
targets.

H.R. 9 gives us all an opportunity to
show Americans that we hear them,
that we take their concerns seriously,
and that we are addressing this danger
that is hurting their health and safety.

Mr. Chair, it is time for Congress to
put our country back on the right path
to address the climate change crisis
facing the world. I strongly support
passage of H.R. 9, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. McCAUL. Mr. Chairman, I yield
myself as much time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Chairman, we can all agree that
the climate is changing and we need to
take positive steps to address it. How-
ever, I oppose H.R. 9 because it is just
a messaging bill that is dead on arrival
in the Senate and that the President
will veto.

I oppose H.R. 9 because, among other
problems, it attempts to codify Presi-
dent Obama’s unrealistic and unilater-
ally determined greenhouse gas reduc-
tion pledge under the Paris Agreement.
This pledge was submitted on behalf of
the United States without any notifi-
cation, consultation, or role for Con-
gress.

At a recent hearing, when we asked
whether any of the witnesses agreed
that President Obama should have sub-
mitted the Paris Agreement to the
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