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Mr. Speaker, I am honored to be as-
sociated with all of the bills. We are
honored to act as original sponsors of
all of these pieces of legislation, but I
am much more proud of the fact that,
in this country, we are still making
progress, but we really have come a
long way.

I can remember a time when the pub-
lic housing in this country was seg-
regated, literally—tax dollars pro-
viding housing that was segregated.

I am proud to say that we have come
a long way and integrated the public
housing, housing paid for with Amer-
ican tax dollars.

I can remember a time in this coun-
try when there were neighborhoods
that persons of African ancestry were
restricted from living in. Restrictive
covenants were prevalent. And there
are still some neighborhoods that there
is a degree of difficulty acquiring ac-
cess to; but, generally speaking, re-
strictive covenants are no longer in ex-
istence to the extent that they are
commonly used to exclude persons of
color, and other persons as well, based
on religious preferences, from the
neighborhoods.

This is a country that still has a long
way to go, but this is a country that
has made some great strides.

Notwithstanding the strides, how-
ever, we must continue to do our very
best to make sure every person who
wants housing and can afford it can get
housing, which means that we have to
have affordable housing.

I was very proud this week that just
passed, in Houston, Texas, to visit an
area in my district, the Ninth Congres-
sional District of Texas, where a
project had been razed, as in evis-
cerated, and there was a raising, if you
will, of another project.

This project cost approximately $30-
plus million, and it was subsidized in
part from CDBG dollars from this Con-
gress to the tune of about $3 million.

It was a wonderful thing to see this
new growth, if you will, this new hous-
ing development in this community. It
is a wonderful project that has amen-
ities that you might expect to find in
an upscale neighborhood.

Within the center for persons to use,
the common area, there is a business
center right within that complex.
There is also a facility for meetings.
There was an exercise room. And their
plan is to have a swimming pool. Yes,
people who need affordable housing do
swim. They enjoy exercising, and they
want to have the opportunity to go on-
line and conduct business just as other
people do.

So it was a wonderful thing to see
this project have all of these various
amenities that you might find in an
upscale neighborhood.

I was there with a good many people
who were just proud to be a part of the
community and to see this develop-
ment take place within their neighbor-
hood.

As you know, we dwell in our houses,
but we live in our neighborhoods. And
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in living in a neighborhood, you want
to make sure that you have got quality
housing. You want parks. You want
schools. You want the opportunity to
have your food source immediately
available to you, readily available.

This is all a part of what is being de-
veloped as a result, in part, of these
new housing projects coming online.

So it is important for us to continue
to use community development dollars
in a very positive way, so that we can
continue to develop, not just homes for
people, but neighborhoods for people to
live in as well as homes for them to
dwell in.

Houston, Texas, I am proud to say,
has a mayor who has made it his mis-
sion to be a good partner in the wise
and judicious use of these community
development dollars. That is but one
project that I can call to your atten-
tion. I have attended the ribbon cut-
ting of many other projects that are
similarly situated.

I would add, as I come to a close,
that the housing crisis that we are ex-
periencing now is one that is quite visi-
ble. In my lifetime, I don’t think I have
seen this number of people dwelling on
the bridges, dwelling along the side of
freeways, dwelling under trees.

We say that home is where the heart
is. If this is true, we have to query:
Where is the heart of the homeless?
Where is the heart of the homeless? Is
it on a bridge or under a bridge or near
a park bench at night? Is it someplace
where those of us who lead lives
adorned with luxury don’t have them
in sight?

Where are the homeless? Where is the
heart?

But the question really isn’t, where
is the heart of the homeless person.
The question is: Where is our heart?

Where is the heart of a nation that is
the richest in the world that can tol-
erate this level of homelessness that is
in plain sight?

You don’t have to look very far to
see it. Many of us take the freeways
and we avoid it, but it is right there for
all to see.

Where is our heart? Where is the
heart of the country that can put peo-
ple on the moon, the country that can
house people in space stations; where is
the heart of the country that can do all
of these magnificent things, yet have
persons who are sleeping under
bridges?

I am proud that the Honorable MAX-
INE WATERS, the chairperson of the Fi-
nancial Services Committee, has a bill
that we are taking up, a bill that would
accord some many billions of dollars
for the homelessness part of it, some
$5-plus billion, and it would attempt to
tackle this problem of homelessness in
a very positive way.

It is not just another Lilliputian ef-
fort. This is a noble effort to do what
we can to provide homes for people who
are living on the streets of life in the
richest country in the world.

So, this month I am proud to bring
this resolution to the floor, and I am
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proud to tell you that we are going to
tackle these problems. We may not
solve them immediately, but we have
the will to solve them eventually.

This is our challenge. This is our
quest. And this is what we must do in
the richest country in the world.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
move that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 7 o’clock and 27 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow, May
2, 2019, at 9 a.m.

———————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

848. A letter from the Under Secretary,
Personnel and Readiness, Department of De-
fense, transmitting a letter authorizing
Colonels Gregory Kreuder and Ty W.
Neuman, United States Air Force, to wear
the insignia of the grade of brigadier general,
pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 777(b)(3)(B); Public Law
104-106, Sec. 503(a)(1) (as added by Public Law
108-136, Sec. 509(a)(3)); (117 Stat. 1458); to the
Committee on Armed Services.

849. A letter from the Under Secretary, Ac-
quisition and Sustainment, Department of
Defense, transmitting notification of the De-
partment’s intent to commence chemical
agent destruction operations at the Blue
Grass Army Depot Chemical demilitariza-
tion site in Richmond, KY, pursuant to 50
U.S.C. 1512(4); Public Law 91-121, Sec.
409(b)(4); (83 Stat. 209); to the Committee on
Armed Services.

850. A letter from the Under Secretary, Ac-
quisition and Sustainment, Department of
Defense, transmitting the Department’s 2019
Annual Report to Congress on Chemical and
Biological Warfare Defense, pursuant to 50
U.S.C. 1523(a); Public Law 103-160, Sec. 1703;
(107 Stat. 1854); to the Committee on Armed
Services.

8561. A letter from the Under Secretary, Ac-
quisition and Sustainment, Department of
Defense, transmitting a partial report com-
prising six report requirements out of seven
examining the health of the defense elec-
tronics industrial base, including analog and
passive electronic parts, substrates, printed
boards, assemblies, connectors, and cabling
by January 31, 2019, pursuant to Public Law
115-232, Sec. 845(a); (132 Stat. 1881); to the
Committee on Armed Services.

852. A letter from the Chief Counsel,
FEMA, Department of Homeland Security,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Final Flood Determinations; Erie County,
New York (All Jurisdictions) [Docket ID:
FEMA-2019-0002; Internal Docket No.: FEMA-
B-1128] received April 25, 2019, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services.

8563. A letter from the Director, Regulatory
Management Division, Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, transmitting the Agency’s
final rule — Air Plan Approval; Maine; Infra-
structure State Implementation Plan Re-
quirements for the 2010 Sulfur Dioxide
NAAQS [EPA-R01-OAR-2018-0637; FRI1.-9992-
50-Region 1] received April 26, 2019, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
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