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already—and see if we can come to an
agreement.

Seven or eight people at the meeting
all told the President that we will not
get a bill done unless he comes up with
pay-fors. He agreed. He said: I will. He
said: I will take some heat from some
of my fellow Republicans, but I will do
it. We will be waiting. We will be wait-

ing.

At the White House, I made it explic-
itly clear that in an effort to pay for
infrastructure, the administration
must not take the Tax Code and make
it any more regressive than it already
is. I prefer to make it more progres-
sive. To tell the wealthy that they are
getting a huge tax break and then to
tell the middle-class, working people
that they are paying for the bulk of
this is totally unfair and unacceptable
to this Member.

The President said he would come up
with pay-fors, but this morning I was
disappointed. I saw both the Acting
Chief of Staff, Mr. Mulvaney, and the
Wall Street Journal editorial board
mock the effort we are trying to make
to rebuild the Nation’s infrastructure.
Their criticism? Too much spending,
the deficit is too high, and we can’t
find revenue. Funny that we didn’t
hear those same criticisms when the
Republicans in Congress were jamming
through a partisan, unpaid-for $2 tril-
lion tax cut for the wealthiest of Amer-
icans. That doesn’t have to be paid for,
but our roads and bridges do. We are
willing to pay for both, although I am
not willing to pay for any big tax cuts
on the wealthy that didn’t pass with a
single Democratic vote. I hope, for the
good of the country and for the need of
infrastructure—we know when we build
infrastructure, America grows, and
jobs are created. So we hope Mr.
Mulvaney and the Wall Street Journal
editorial board will rethink their knee-
jerk partisan reactions.

Let’s face it. Mulvaney is different.
He was with the President. He sup-
ported the tax cuts. The Wall Street
Journal editorial board believes it is
OK to increase the deficit to reduce tax
cuts on the wealthy but not OK when
you are building infrastructure. Nine-
ty-five percent of all Americans don’t
agree with that. Let’s hope Donald
Trump doesn’t follow their ministra-
tions.

The bottom line is, we hope to hear
from the White House in several weeks,
one way or the other.

Mr. President, what are your pay-
fors? We want to know, and the Amer-
ican people want to know. Right now it
is the biggest barrier to preventing us
from getting an infrastructure bill.

CLIMATE CHANGE

Mr. President, finally, on climate
change, over the past few months, I
have been asking Leader MCCONNELL
and my Republican colleagues three
simple questions on climate: Do they
agree that climate change is real; do
they believe it is caused by humans;
and do they believe we should take sig-
nificant action? It seems that after re-
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peating those questions over and over
again, we have finally gotten some re-
sults.

Yesterday the New York Times said
in an article that some Senate Repub-
licans, ‘“‘in a switch,” are starting to
cite climate change as the reason for
some of their policy suggestions, be
they support nuclear energy or carbon
capture research. That is a first.

The fact that we have been asking
our Republican colleagues the ques-
tion: Do you believe in climate change,
and now the fact that they feel com-
pelled to say yes, even though we don’t
agree with their solutions—which we
may not—is progress. It is not enough
progress, given that the globe is at
stake, but at least it is a step forward,
and we haven’t seen any steps come
out of our Republican friends in a long
time.

Hopefully, our Republican friends are
finally coming around to realizing that
climate change is real and caused by
humans. Maybe they are looking at
poll numbers and realizing that calling
climate change a hoax looks as crazy
as it sounds. Maybe they are seeing the
changes in their own States with the
climate. Whatever the reason, it is at
least a little bit of progress—and we
will have to take whatever little bit we
can get from our normally intransigent
Republican friends on this issue—and
we welcome it.

That said, the types of policies my
Republican colleagues talk about when
they talk about climate do a disservice
to the term ‘‘low-hanging fruit.” Of
course, I welcome smart and sensible
solutions from anywhere in this Cham-
ber, but there is a difference between
getting serious on climate change and
just mouthing the words or coming up
with solutions that don’t really solve
the problem.

Some of my colleagues have called
for funding for more research on car-
bon capture, and that is a good idea. It
should be part of any plan, but in the
face of an existential threat of our
time, if they support carbon capture
but don’t go bigger, don’t advocate
more solutions than that, they are not
doing close to enough of what we need.
We must go bolder. We must grapple
with the central challenge—reducing
carbon emissions as quickly as pos-
sible. The good news is, we can do that
with affordable and reliable tech-
nologies that exist today.

We have waited far too long to ad-
dress the climate crisis in a serious
way. We now need to act in a way that
matches the urgency and scale of this
challenge. My Republican colleagues
on the other side of the aisle mocked
the Green New Deal, but the growing
youth movement leading the fight for
the Green New Deal understands some-
thing that I think most Americans do:
We must think big, bold, and fast, and
that we can create jobs and economic
opportunity for working families in
this transition. We welcome the glim-
mer, the little, small green sprouts of
progress, whatever we can get.
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Our Republican friends are starting
to answer our pointed questions on cli-
mate change, but now the next step is,
they have to think bigger and talk to
the leader about pursuing real legisla-
tion instead of just partisan stunts.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. CAs-
SIDY). The Senator from OKklahoma.

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President,
every President since 1952 has signed a
national declaration declaring a Na-
tional Day of Prayer. It is bipartisan
cooperation to recognize people who
pray and who set aside time to spend
time with God and pray for the Nation.
Quite frankly, for us as a party and as
a body and as a nation, it is a good
thing to pause.

This year, on May 2, with the theme
“Love One Another,” we will again
have a National Day of Prayer. There
is not a requirement for Americans to
pray. There is not a requirement for
people to direct themselves to pray by
a certain method at a certain location.
It is just a call to the Nation to say
that we have great needs as a country.

As we watch the attacks on syna-
gogues in our country, as we watch
bombings of Christians in Sri Lanka,
gun battles that have erupted in
churches in the United States, mosques
that have been attacked, people of
faith being targeted simply because of
their faith, it is reasonable for us as a
nation to pause and say ‘How are we
doing?”’ as this year’s theme is ‘‘Love
One Another.”

We as a nation have a long history of
prayer. Hanging in the Rotunda in this
Capitol Building is a painting called
the Embarkation of the Pilgrims. That
painting depicts the beginning of
America. It has been hanging in that
same spot in the Rotunda since 1843.
The painting is simply of a group of
people on a deck of a ship leaving out
from Europe and huddled around an
open Bible and praying. The painting
was designed and created to depict how
America began in the 1600s—people on
the deck of a ship, around an open
Bible, praying.

That is still something I would en-
courage Americans of faith to stop and
do, and it is still one of the most hum-
bling experiences that I experience
each time someone from my State of
Oklahoma catches me, as someone did
this morning, and says: Every day, my
wife and I pray for you.

It is not a terrible thing to do as a
nation—to love and pray for each other
and for the future direction of our
country.

If I can model for the Nation for just
a moment in my own way and encour-
age the Nation on our National Day of
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