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America that have been left behind.
These opportunity zones can unlock in-
vestment, rebuild infrastructure, and
rebuild hope for so many struggling
families who no longer feel they have
the ability to climb America’s eco-
nomic ladder—those opportunities that
were in reach for America’s previous
generations.

Looking ahead, it will be important
to ensure that these real estate and
commercial developments are bene-
fiting community members. We know
that with new businesses comes new
job opportunities, which in turn pro-
vide investments in struggling edu-
cation systems and housing markets. It
is a tide that lifts all ships. In the end,
these investments are aimed to help all
families who are working to pay rent,
to become homeowners, and to pay
down a mortgage.

We need to work together across the
aisle to ensure that we develop a pipe-
line for the next generation of workers
to enter these new job markets, be-
cause each and every person in Colo-
rado and everyone across our great Na-
tion should have access to the Amer-
ican dream.

I was pleased that not too long ago,
at a White House conference hosted
over at the White House, the mayor of
Silt, CO, was able to join in the discus-
sion at the Opportunity Zones Con-
ference. Mayor Keith Richel and other
officials from Colorado met in Wash-
ington, DC, to discuss opportunities,
and I am very pleased they were able to
do this.

I hope my colleagues, instead of
fighting to repeal the tax law, which
included opportunity zones, will in-
stead embrace the opportunity to in-
vest, to grow, and to create more pros-
perous communities.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Iowa.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, as
chairman of the Senate Finance Com-
mittee, I have worked to secure tax
policies to help spur entrepreneurship,
competition, and innovation. Oppor-
tunity zones are a perfect example of
the type of tax policy that creates that
kind of growth in our economy.

Opportunity zones were created
under the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act signed
by the President in December 2017.
That bill stimulates economic develop-
ment and job creation across the coun-
try by incentivizing long-term invest-
ments in economically distressed
neighborhoods. Last year, more than
8,700 census tracts were identified as
opportunity zones by the Governors of
each of the 50 States. These zones are
home to approximately 31 million
Americans, or roughly 10 percent of the
population.

Even in just this short period, we are
already seeing wage increases within
these economically distressed areas
after their having been designated as
opportunity zones. For example, during
the second and third quarters of last
year, our counties with a large pres-
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ence of opportunity zones experienced
an annualized wage growth of 8 per-
cent. That is compared to other eco-
nomically distressed counties that
were not designated as zones, which did
not see a significant spike in wages.

We are also seeing States across the
country showing an interest in oppor-
tunity zones, with at least 17 State leg-
islators considering their own oppor-
tunity zone measures at the State
level.

Although States can’t make direct
investments into the Federal oppor-
tunity zone projects, many are consid-
ering measures to encourage initia-
tives such as solar energy or affordable
housing. Even in my home State of
Iowa, cities such as Iowa City and
Coralville have made local investments
in their economically distressed com-
munities and are actively recruiting
investors for development projects in
their opportunity zone areas.

I also want to applaud the efforts of
the Treasury Department to provide
much needed clarity for community
leaders and investors. These include
two packages of proposed regulations
dedicated to implementing opportunity
zone rules.

As the Treasury Department works
to finalize these regulations and pro-
vide other guidance, I will continue
working with Secretary Mnuchin,
States and cities, and the investment
community to ensure that opportunity
zones succeed in driving new business
investment and activity to America’s
low-income communities.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ORDER OF BUSINESS

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, for
the leader, I ask unanimous consent
that following disposition of the
Wolson nomination, the Senate proceed
to legislative session and resume con-
sideration of the veto message on S.J.
Res. 7, and the Senate vote on passage
of the bill, the objections of the Presi-
dent to the contrary notwithstanding,
with no intervening action or debate,
at 1:45 p.m., Thursday, May 2, and with
5 minutes of debate prior to the vote
under the control of Senator MENEN-
DEZ.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. GRASSLEY. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. UDALL. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. CoT-
TON). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

S2551

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Brasher nomi-
nation?

Mr. UDALL. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There is a sufficient second.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is
necessarily absent: the Senator from
Indiana (Mr. YOUNG).

The result was announced—yeas 52,
nays 47, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 87 Ex.]

YEAS—52
Alexander Fischer Perdue
Barrasso Gardner Portman
Blackburn Graham Risch
Blunt Grassley Roberts
Boozman Hawley Romney
Braun Hoeven Rounds
Burr Hyde-Smith Rubio
Capito Inhofe
Cassidy Isakson Ziiii (FL)
Collins Johnson Scott (SC)
Cornyn Kennedy Shelb
Cotton Lankford oy
Cramer Lee Sullivan
Crapo McConnell Thune
Cruz McSally Tillis
Daines Moran Toomey
Enzi Murkowski Wicker
Ernst Paul
NAYS—47
Baldwin Hassan Rosen
Bennet Heinrich Sanders
Blumenthal Hirono Schatz
Booker Jones Schumer
Brown Kaine Shaheen
Cantwell King Sinema
Cardin Klobuchar Smith
Carper Leahy
Casey Manchin F%Zzlta;now
Coons Markey Udall
Cortez Masto Menendez
Duckworth Merkley Van Hollen
Durbin Murphy Warner
Feinstein Murray Warren
Gillibrand Peters Whitehouse
Harris Reed Wyden
NOT VOTING—1
Young

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table, and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

The majority leader.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the re-
maining votes in this series be 10 min-
utes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, all votes will be 10
minutes each.

————

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Rodolfo Armando Ruiz II, of Flor-
ida, to be United States District Judge for
the Southern District of Florida.
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