May 1, 2019

That is astounding and horrible—
250,000 people in addition to the esti-
mated 60,000 people whose lives have
been cut short due to bombings and vi-
olence.

If you are having trouble picturing
250,000 people, it is as if a fully loaded
jumbo jet crashed every day for a year
and then kept crashing, one per day,
until late August.

If these dire circumstances don’t
change soon, that number could reach
10 million people by this time next
year—10 million people. It is astound-
ing. We should all feel a sense of ur-
gency about the United States playing
a positive, not a negative, role in stop-
ping this.

I want to say again that 10 million
people could die from a combination of
famine, dehydration, and disease. That
is like the entire populations of New
York City and San Antonio being
wiped off the map.

We simply cannot sit by and let this
humanitarian disaster continue. I was
pleased back in March when the Senate
passed the bipartisan resolution to di-
rect the U.S. Armed Forces be removed
from hostilities in Yemen. I have sup-
ported this resolution since the very
beginning, the first time it was on the
floor. It has been gaining momentum,
gaining more and more support from
the Senate, and I am thankful that it
finally got to the Senate.

Unfortunately, the administration
chose to veto the resolution and allow
the suffering to continue.

Taking action to end this suffering is
more than just the right thing to do; it
is our moral obligation as fellow
human beings. That is why I am calling
on all of the Members in the Chamber,
all of the Members in the Senate to
stand together to override the veto and
end the U.S. support for this conflict.
We need a clear strategy on how to
take an active role in deescalating the
conflict and addressing the accom-
panying humanitarian crisis.

We should be leading the inter-
national response—leading the inter-
national response and working with
international partners to find a solu-
tion, not contributing to the problem.

We should be supporting peace talks
that involve all parties, all of which
are contributing to this horrible, hor-
rible humanitarian crisis.

We know who not to blame for all of
this—those scared and hungry 4-year-
olds who have spent every day of their
lives just trying to stay alive. Can you
imagine how their parents are feeling
about this situation that their children
are in as well?

Ending this conflict and humani-
tarian crisis is where we should be fo-
cusing our policies and our political
might.

I will be voting to override this Pres-
idential veto, and I encourage every
Member of the Chamber to join me—
join us, together, in doing the right
thing. It is time to do the right thing
for those 4-year-olds, for all of the peo-
ple in Yemen who just want to be able
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to feed their families, send their chil-
dren to school, have a safe home, and
be able to carry on with their lives.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate resume legislative session and be in
a period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

——
REMEMBERING DOMINIC DIFRISCO

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, in 1962,
the airline Alitalia sent a young man
named Dominic DiFrisco to Chicago to
help with publicity for its inaugural
flight between the city and Rome.
What was a temporary assignment be-
came a life decision for my friend
Dominic. He found a home in Chicago
and, in the decades following, became a
champion for Chicago’s Italian commu-
nity.

On Sunday, he passed away at the
age of 85 after a life of celebration, sto-
ries, and love. There are so many sto-
ries of Dominic helping people that
they are too numerous to count here. If
you grew up in Chicago, you Kknew
Dominic.

For decades, Dominic was the most
recognized and vocal supporter of
Italian Americans. Dominic was born
in 1933 in the Bronx of New York City
to Leoluca and Antonina, immigrants
from Sicily. He graduated from Ford-
ham University in 19556 and began his
career in public relations. His career
was defined by building bridges be-
tween the public and private sectors.

His color commentary, with his vast
knowledge of Chicago-Italian history,
was a staple during the broadcast of
Columbus Day parades. He helped
make sure other ethnic groups and
Jewish Holocaust victims had roles in
the Chicago Columbus Day parade. He
was a man of stories. He always had
one for any situation, and Columbus
Day will not be the same without him.

If you travel a few blocks north of
Taylor Street’s Little Italy in Chicago,
you will find Our Lady of Pompeii, the
oldest surviving Italian-American
Catholic Church in Chicago. It has been
an anchor to the community since 1910,
but in 1993, the archdiocese announced
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it would close Our Lady of Pompeii.
That didn’t sit well with the locals, es-
pecially Dominic. He joined the effort
to resurrect the church, which con-
tinues to serve the community today.
Our Lady of Pompeii calls him a found-
ing father.

Dominic was president emeritus of
the Joint Civic Committee of Italian
Americans, and he created and hosted
the annual Dante Awards. More than 40
journalists have won Dante Awards for
their work answering Dante Alighieri’s
call to be ‘“‘no timid friend to truth.”
Dominic was no timid friend to anyone
he knew.

Dominic was a great friend. He was
always helping people whether it was a
smile, a kind word, or his latest rec-
ommendation for an Italian restaurant.
His stories were legendary, but his
whole life was an extraordinary story.
A few years ago, Dominic accepted my
invitation to attend a joint session of
Congress featuring the Prime Minister
of Italy. It is fair to say that many of
those in the Capitol that day were as
impressed with Dominic’s passion for
life, his stories, and his hopefulness for
the U.S.-Italian relationship as the
speech itself.

In a Chicago restaurant called Gene
and Georgetti’s, there is a table that
was Dominic’s. It was his court, and
now, sadly, it is quiet. To his wife
Carol and the DiFrisco family, Loretta
and I send our sincere condolences.

———
CHOOSE MEDICARE ACT

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I
rise in support of the Choose Medicare
Act, which would strengthen the Af-
fordable Care Act and help reduce
healthcare costs for all Americans.

This commonsense bill would create
a public healthcare option based on
Medicare that would increase choice
and competition in the Affordable Care
Act marketplaces, including Califor-
nia’s state exchange, Covered Cali-
fornia.

I would also allow the Secretary of
Health Human Services to negotiate
drug prices under Medicare, increase
healthcare subsidies for middle-income
Americans, and allow the federal gov-
ernment to block unreasonable health
insurance rate increases.

The majority of Americans support
expanding healthcare choices to
achieve universal coverage and lower
costs for everyone. However, too many
Americans are still unable to afford a
private plan that covers the care they
need. The Choose Medicare Act would
fix this by creating a public health in-
surance plan that would compete
alongside private insurers in the indi-
vidual and group insurance market-
places.

Known as Medicare Part E, the pub-
lic option health plan would offer com-
prehensive coverage and all of the ben-
efits covered under traditional Medi-
care. Every doctor that accepts tradi-
tional Medicare would also be enrolled
as a provider for the public health plan,
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