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In spite of the unprecedented assault
on the free press, journalists continue
to take significant risks in the pursuit
of truth and transparency. Journalists
from Radio Free Asia have relentlessly
covered the Chinese government’s
gross human rights abuses against the
country’s Uyghur minority, including
mass internment and surveillance in
the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Re-
gion (XUAR). If not for the work of
these courageous reporters—many of
whom are Uyghurs themselves, having
to report on abuses exacted against
their families and friends—Chinese au-
thorities would be able to commit such
abuses largely in secrecy. Instead,
those who champion human rights will
be able to use the reporting in order to
hold this repressive government to ac-
count.

Over 200 years ago, our Founding Fa-
thers had the foresight to recognize the
importance of a free press to a fledg-
ling democracy, enshrining it in our
first amendment. Today, that impor-
tance cannot be overstated. Recog-
nizing that societies where informed
citizens can hold their governments ac-
countable are more stable, secure, and
prosperous, we have a responsibility to
stand up for the fundamental right of
free expression and free press. I join
the international community in hon-
oring and defending freedom of expres-
sion and the brave journalists seeking
to tell a story that deserves to be told.
In fact, the very fact the repressive
governments, autocrats, and thugs con-
tinue to attack journalists is a tragic
testament to the critical work they do.
Just yesterday, the Maduro govern-
ment in Venezuela took CNN off the air
while the network was broadcasting
live video of protestors being run over
by military vehicles in Caracas, a
transparent attempt by a criminal re-
gime to silence journalists telling the
story of brave Venezuelans standing up
for their democratic aspirations.

This week, I introduced a resolution
commemorating World Press Freedom
Day. The resolution highlights increas-
ing threats to freedoms of the press
and expression worldwide, reaffirms
the centrality of a free and inde-
pendent press to the health of democ-
racy, and reiterates freedom of the
press as a priority of the United States
in promoting democracy, human
rights, and good governance. On this
World Press Freedom Day, I call on the
Trump administration to reverse
course and recommit to advancing

press freedom—both at home and
abroad.”

———
SENATE RESOLUTION 180—EX-

PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE THAT, DURING PUBLIC
SERVICE RECOGNITION WEEK,
PUBLIC SERVANTS SHOULD BE
COMMENDED FOR THEIR DEDICA-
TION AND CONTINUED SERVICE
TO THE UNITED STATES

Mr. LANKFORD (for himself, Ms.
SINEMA, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. PETERS, Mr.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

RUBIO, Mr. CARPER, and Ms. HASSAN)
submitted the following resolution;
which was considered and agreed to:

S. REs. 180

Whereas the week of May 5 through May
11, 2019, has been designated as ‘‘Public Serv-
ice Recognition Week’ to honor employees
of the Federal Government and State and
local governments and members of the uni-
formed services;

Whereas Public Service Recognition Week
provides an opportunity to recognize and
promote the important contributions of pub-
lic servants and to honor the diverse men
and women who meet the needs of the United
States through work at all levels of govern-
ment and as members of the uniformed serv-
ices;

Whereas millions of individuals work in
government service and as members of the
uniformed services, in every State, county,
and city across the United States and in hun-
dreds of cities abroad;

Whereas public service is a noble calling
involving a variety of challenging and re-
warding professions;

Whereas the ability of the Federal Govern-
ment and State and local governments to be
responsive, innovative, and effective depends
on the outstanding performance of dedicated
public servants;

Whereas the United States is a great and
prosperous country, and public service em-
ployees contribute significantly to that
greatness and prosperity;

Whereas the United States benefits daily
from the knowledge and skills of the highly
trained individuals who work in public serv-
ice;

Whereas public servants—

(1) defend the freedom of the people of the
United States and advance the interests of
the United States around the world;

(2) provide vital strategic support func-
tions to the Armed Forces and serve in the
reserve components of the Armed Forces;

(3) fight crime and fires;

(4) ensure equal access to secure, efficient,
and affordable mail service;

(b) deliver benefits under the Social Secu-
rity Act (42 U.S.C. 301 et seq.), including ben-
efits under the Medicare program under title
XVIII of that Act (42 U.S.C. 1395 et seq.);

(6) fight disease and promote better health;

(7) protect the environment and parks in
the United States;

(8) enforce laws guaranteeing equal em-
ployment opportunity and healthy working
conditions;

(9) defend and secure critical infrastruc-
ture;

(10) help the people of the United States re-
cover from natural disasters and terrorist at-
tacks;

(11) teach and work in schools and librar-
ies;

(12) develop new technologies and explore
the Earth, the Moon, and space to help im-
prove knowledge on how the world changes;

(13) improve and secure transportation sys-
tems;

(14) promote economic growth; and

(15) assist veterans of the Armed Forces;

Whereas members of the uniformed serv-
ices and civilian employees at all levels of
government—

(1) make significant contributions to the
general welfare of the United States; and

(2) are on the front lines in the fight to de-
feat terrorism and maintain homeland secu-
rity;

Whereas public servants work in a profes-
sional manner to build relationships with
other countries and cultures in order to bet-
ter represent the interests and promote the
ideals of the United States;

Whereas public servants alert Congress and
the public to government waste, fraud, and
abuse, and dangers to public health;
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Whereas the individuals serving in the uni-
formed services, as well as the skilled trade
and craft employees of the Federal Govern-
ment who provide support to their efforts—

(1) are committed to doing their jobs re-
gardless of the circumstances; and

(2) contribute greatly to the security of the
United States and the world;

Whereas public servants have bravely
fought in armed conflicts in the defense of
the United States and its ideals and deserve
the care and benefits they have earned
through their honorable service;

Whereas public servants—

(1) have much to offer, as demonstrated by
their expertise and innovative ideas; and

(2) serve as examples by passing on institu-
tional knowledge to train the next genera-
tion of public servants; and

Whereas the week of May 5 through May
11, 2019, marks the 35th anniversary of Public
Service Recognition Week: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the designation of the week of
May 5 through May 11, 2019, as ‘‘Public Serv-
ice Recognition Week”’;

(2) commends public servants for their out-
standing contributions to the United States
during Public Service Recognition Week and
throughout the year;

(3) salutes government employees and
members of the uniformed services for their
unyielding dedication to, and enthusiasm
for, public service;

(4) honors government employees and
members of the uniformed services who have
given their lives in service to the United
States;

(5) calls upon a new generation to consider
a career in public service as an honorable
profession;

(6) encourages efforts to promote public
service careers at every level of government;
and

(7) supports efforts to promote an efficient
and effective public service that serves the
people of the United States.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION  181—SUP-
PORTING THE DESIGNATION OF
THE WEEK OF APRIL 8 THROUGH
APRIL 12, 2019, AS ‘“NATIONAL
SPECIALIZED INSTRUCTIONAL
SUPPORT PERSONNEL APPRE-
CIATION WEEK”

Ms. HASSAN (for herself, Mr. COR-
NYN, Mr. ALEXANDER, Mr. CASEY, Ms.
ERNST, Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr.
JONES, Mr. KAINE, Mrs. MURRAY, and
Ms. SMITH) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. REs. 181

Whereas there are more than 1,000,000 spe-
cialized instructional support personnel
serving the schools and students of the
United States, including—

(1) school counselors;

(2) school social workers;

(3) school psychologists; and

(4) other qualified professional personnel,
such as—

(A) school nurses;

(B) psychologists;

(C) social workers;

(D) occupational therapists;

(E) physical therapists;

(F) art therapists;

(G) dance and movement therapists;
(H) music therapists;

(I) speech-language pathologists; and
(J) audiologists;

Whereas specialized instructional support
personnel provide school-based prevention
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