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enrich and broaden America’s global eco-
nomic interests. 

f 

COLUMBIA RIVER IN-LIEU AND 
TREATY FISHING ACCESS SITES 
IMPROVEMENT ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JAIME HERRERA BEUTLER 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, April 29, 2019 

Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER. Mr. Speaker, I 
supported H.R. 91, the Columbia River In-Lieu 
and Treaty Fishing Access Sites Improvement 
Act, because it is important and necessary for 
the in-lieu fishing sites along the Columbia 
River to be properly maintained, safe and san-
itary for tribal use. These sites, which are fed-
erally controlled, were set aside by Congress 
to provide fishing access to tribal fishermen 
whose traditional fishing grounds were dis-
placed after the construction of dams on the 
Columbia River. Because these sites are fed-
erally maintained, the bill’s authorization is 
necessary to assess the sanitation and safety 
in order to improve these sites tribal use. This 
bill, however, does not make any determina-
tion of the sites’ boundaries nor should it be 
interpreted as doing so, but should only be 
taken to ensure tribes have access to tradi-
tional fishing areas on the Columbia River by 
the four Columbia River Treaty tribes. 

f 

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER 

HON. BARRY LOUDERMILK 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 2, 2019 

Mr. LOUDERMILK. Madam Speaker, 
throughout the history of the United States, 
our national leaders have consistently turned 
to prayer during times of struggle, adversity, 
and crisis. George Washington’s prayer in Val-
ley Forge was a turning point in our war for 
independence; Benjamin Franklin’s call for 
prayer broke the political gridlock during the 
Constitution Convention; President Franklin 
Roosevelt took to the airwaves, leading the 
nation in prayer as our troops landed at Nor-
mandy on D–Day; and George Patton’s prayer 
for a change in weather turned the tide during 
the Battle of the Bulge. More recently, I wit-
nessed firsthand the miraculous impact of 
prayer during the Congressional baseball 
shooting in June, 2017. 

These are only a few of the numerous docu-
mented instances where Americans have indi-
vidually and collectively turned to God in pray-
er, and He has consistently answered. 

The National Day of Prayer was established 
by an Act of Congress, and signed into law by 
President Harry S. Truman in 1952, to recog-
nize God’s hand of divine providence in the 
course of our nation. Since 1988, under the 
leadership of President Ronald Reagan, the 
first Thursday of May has been set aside as 
the official day of observance of the National 
Day of Prayer. 

For over two decades, the people of Bartow 
County, Georgia have gathered on the Na-
tional Day of Prayer at the County Court-
house, to continue the heritage of seeking 
God’s Divine guidance. 

Today, May 2, 2019, in observance of the 
National Day of Prayer, community leaders 
and people from all across the county will 
once again join together in collective prayer 
for our communities, our state, and our nation. 
I commend the pastors, elected officials, and 
community leaders in Bartow County, Georgia 
for actively recognizing the impact prayer has 
on our nation. 

Effective and fervent prayers are not only a 
core aspect of our national past, but remain a 
powerful tool in all aspects of public and pri-
vate matters, and I encourage all people to 
pray for one another and our nation on this 
National Day of Prayer, and every day. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF LIEUTENANT 
COMMANDER FELIX MARTINEZ 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 2, 2019 

Mr. WITTMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of Lieutenant Commander 
Felix Martinez’s retirement after 40 years of 
public service. I would like to personally thank 
him for his service and dedication to our na-
tion. 

Lieutenant Commander Martinez has spent 
the last 40 years working to serve his commu-
nity. He began by working as a college in-
structor at the City Colleges of Chicago and 
then moved on to become a teacher and 
baseball coach at Nelson County Schools. We 
are fortunate to have someone as honorable 
as Lieutenant Commander Martinez educating 
our youth. 

Lieutenant Commander Martinez spent the 
next 30 years of his career in Military Services 
with the United States Navy and United States 
Marine Corps. He began his work as a US 
Naval Officer with Associate Protocol. Lieuten-
ant Commander Martinez then worked as a 
Research Liaison, Coordinator, Homeland De-
fense Planner, and Analyst for the US Navy. 
Finally, Lieutenant Commander Martinez has 
most recently served as the Senior Naval 
Science Instructor for NJROTC unit at Stafford 
County Schools. I wish to express my im-
mense gratitude to Lieutenant Commander 
Martinez for dedicating his life to serving the 
United States of America. 

Madam Speaker, I ask you to join me in 
recognition of Lieutenant Commander Felix 
Martinez. The Commonwealth is fortunate to 
have someone with such valor and commit-
ment. May God bless Lieutenant Commander 
Martinez and I look forward to seeing his con-
tinued success for many years to come. 

f 

THANKING J. SPENCER 
FREEBAIRN FOR HIS SERVICE 

HON. KAY GRANGER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 2, 2019 

Ms. GRANGER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Spencer Freebairn for his 26 
years of service to the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives and the American people. In 
1993, a young, fresh out of college kid from 
Orange County, California began his career on 

Capitol Hill working for his hometown con-
gressman, former Representative Dana Rohr-
abacher. He went on to continue to serve for 
Representative Jerry Lewis, the former Chair-
man and Ranking Member of the House Ap-
propriations Committee. Then we had the for-
tune of making him an honorary Texan from 
‘‘far west Texas’’—serving first for Representa-
tive Roger Williams before joining my office. 

I have had the privilege of calling Spencer 
a friend for nearly twenty years, and my Chief 
of Staff for two. While I am personally sad to 
see him go, Spencer’s impact on this body will 
be felt long after he departs. Along the way, 
Spencer has done it all. Whether he was ad-
vocating for our men and women in uniform, 
securing funding to prevent wildfires, or work-
ing to protect the rights of California dairy 
farmers, his legislative accomplishments are 
second to none. 

Madam Speaker, on Friday, Spencer will re-
tire from the House and move on to his next 
chapter. I thank Spencer for his service, and 
wish him and his husband Antonio, and their 
two daughters Artemis and Ariana, nothing but 
the best in the future. 

f 

RECOGNIZING BRIDGET MALLO OF 
BUTTE 

HON. GREG GIANFORTE 
OF MONTANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 2, 2019 

Mr. GIANFORTE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Bridget Mallo of Butte for in-
spiring a community to celebrate life with her 
courage in facing a chronic, progressive, and 
often fatal disease. 

Bridget was diagnosed with cystic fibrosis at 
six months old. She and her family have con-
sulted doctors and been in and out of hos-
pitals for 15 years. Despite the prognosis, 
Bridget never uses her illness as an excuse. 

Now 15 years old, Bridget recently faced a 
decision no teenager should have to bear. 

Doctors said that forgoing a lung transplant 
could leave Bridget with four to six weeks to 
live. Proceeding with further treatment, includ-
ing an organ transplant, did not guarantee a 
successful outcome and meant greater hard-
ships for her loved ones. 

She chose to return home to Butte to spend 
her remaining time with family and friends. 
Two of her final wishes are particularly touch-
ing. She wants to ensure her mother is sup-
ported and does not face financial insecurity. 
She also asked the community of Butte to 
come together to celebrate life. 

Bridget’s courage rallied the community, as 
individuals and businesses responded with do-
nations to support the family. Bridget has also 
brought awareness to the struggles families 
face when a loved one is diagnosed with the 
incurable disease. 

In late April, residents of Butte celebrated 
life and Bridget. Bridget’s loved ones, friends, 
classmates, and neighbors cheered her ar-
rival. Amid much fanfare and a police escort, 
there were tears of sadness and tears of joy. 

Bridget has helped demonstrate the power 
of community. Family, friends, and neighbors 
have come together to support and celebrate 
a remarkable young woman. 

Bridget’s community will long remember her 
big heart. Because of Bridget, they will also 
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remember that, despite the challenges one 
may face in life, there is reason to celebrate 
it. 

Madam Speaker, for inspiring her commu-
nity with her remarkable courage and love of 
life, I recognize Bridget Mallo for her spirit of 
Montana. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DR. JIM WADE 

HON. H. MORGAN GRIFFITH 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 2, 2019 

Mr. GRIFFITH. Madam Speaker, I offer 
these remarks in tribute to Dr. Jim Wade of 
Abingdon, Virginia, who has used his talents 
as a surgeon to help needy people around the 
globe. 

Dr. Wade was born and raised in Princeton, 
West Virginia. He attended West Virginia Uni-
versity as an undergraduate and then contin-
ued at its School of Medicine specializing in 
otolaryngology. After completing his medical 
studies, he served as an officer in the U.S. 
Army for five years, rising to the rank of lieu-
tenant colonel. He then had a medical practice 
in Abingdon from 1978 to 2013. 

In Abingdon, Dr. Wade has been an active 
member of his community. He attends 
Abingdon Bible Church, serves on various 
boards, and provides a home for foreign in-
terns when they are training in the country. 

Dr. Wade’s deep faith, compassion for oth-
ers, and medical skills guided him to the field 
of medical missions. He began volunteering 
with the faith-based charity World Medical Mis-
sion in May 1996, traveling to Kenya, per-
forming cleft lip and cleft palate surgeries. 
Working with World Medical Mission and 
BethanyKids in the years since, Dr. Wade has 
traveled to Kenya 25 times, South Sudan 
three times, Egypt twice, South Sudan twice, 
and Myanmar to perform these surgeries. Fre-
quently operating in areas undergoing political 
and social unrest and lacking the comforts of 
home, he conducts an average of four sur-
geries a day during twelve-hour shifts in the 
operating room. 

His selfless and humble service to others 
has been a gift in the lives of many, from the 
children who benefit from his medical skills to 
the colleagues inspired by his example. I com-
mend Dr. Wade for his good works and for the 
generous and caring spirit in which he has 
done them. 

f 

RECOGNIZING TAYLOR BOYER 

HON. BRIAN K. FITZPATRICK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 2, 2019 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Madam Speaker, for 
nearly two decades, the U.S. Department of 
State’s Benjamin A. Gilman International Stu-
dent Program has afforded qualified American 
students the ability to study abroad. To date, 
over 28,000 outstanding Americans rep-
resenting 1,300 colleges and universities have 
studied in over 150 countries as part of this 
program. Students selected represent diverse 
backgrounds and engage in a unique edu-
cational experience that gives them skills re-

lated to national security and economic com-
petitiveness. 

I rise today to recognize the prestigious ac-
complishment of my constituent, Taylor Boyer 
of Doylestown, who received a Benjamin A. 
Gilman International Scholarship to study 
abroad in Belize during the 2017–2018 aca-
demic year while a student at Delaware Valley 
University. 

On behalf of all residents of the First Con-
gressional District, I congratulate Taylor on 
this outstanding achievement. 

f 

HONORING TEACHER OF THE YEAR 
DONNA GRADEL 

HON. KEVIN HERN 
OF OKLAHOMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 2, 2019 

Mr. KEVIN HERN of Oklahoma. Madam 
Speaker, it is with great pride that I rise today 
in honor of an outstanding educator. Okla-
homa’s 2018 Teacher of the Year, Ms. Donna 
Gradel, a finalist for the National Teacher of 
the Year. 

Ms. Gradel has dedicated nearly 30 years of 
her life to education. The success of her stu-
dents at Broken Arrow High School reflects 
the passion and dedication that Ms. Gradel 
brings to teaching. 

Oklahoma is home to many wonderful edu-
cators. Ms. Gradel is a standard-bearer of 
educational excellence in my state and my 
district, and she continues to impress us and 
her peers across the country. 

Ms. Gradel is well-deserving of her position 
as a finalist for Teacher of the Year. She rep-
resents Oklahoma and our country well and 
has the support of our entire delegation. 

Congratulations to Ms. Gradel on this pro-
found honor. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 30TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF MASIMO CORPORATION 

HON. KATIE PORTER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 2, 2019 

Ms. PORTER. Madam Speaker, it is my 
honor to recognize the 30th anniversary of 
Masimo Corporation, a healthcare technology 
company based in Irvine, California, and to 
celebrate its innovation and commitment to im-
proving patient safety around the world. 
Masimo has helped solve the ‘‘unsolvable’’ by 
introducing lifesaving breakthroughs in 
noninvasive patient monitoring. 

Masimo’s founder, chairman, and chief ex-
ecutive officer, Joe Kiani, immigrated to the 
United States when he was 9 years old and 
only spoke three words of English. Originally 
trained as an electrical engineer, he thrived in 
his new home and graduated early from both 
high school and San Diego State University. 

In 1989, at age 24, Mr. Kiani had an idea 
that would significantly improve the accuracy 
and reliability of one of the most commonly 
used monitoring technologies in health care: 
the pulse oximeter. By attaching to your finger, 
the pulse oximeter measures how much oxy-
gen is in the blood within seconds. With a 
$40,000 loan against his condo in Orange 

County, Mr. Kiani started his company in a lo-
cation that many successful California compa-
nies often do—in a garage. Today, Masimo 
Corporation’s Irvine headquarters can be rec-
ognized as the set for Stark Enterprises in the 
first ‘‘Iron Man’’ movie. 

Before Masimo Corporation was founded, 
pulse oximeters frequently produced false 
alerts based on a variety of factors and the 
patient’s movements. Mr. Kiani applied a tech-
nology called adaptive filters, used in sub-
marine warfare and communication, and cre-
ated Masimo SET Measure-through Motion 
and Low Perfusion pulse oximetry. This tech-
nology reduced false alarms by 95 percent, 
and its high degree of sensitivity pioneered 
new findings—from previously undetectable 
heart problems in newborns to reducing blind-
ness in premature babies by enabling clini-
cians to better target oxygen levels provided in 
neonatal care. 

Since its founding, Masimo has grown into 
a successful publicly traded company employ-
ing more than 4,600 people worldwide, with 
annual revenues of nearly $800 million. The 
company has more than 600 patents, and 
Masimo’s technology improves the health out-
comes of an estimated 100 million patients 
worldwide each year. 

The journey of Mr. Kiani and Masimo is an 
American story rooted in entrepreneurial spirit 
and grit. Its worldwide success has created 
jobs, nurtured research, and improved patient 
safety. On behalf of the 45th Congressional 
District, congratulations for 30 years of pro-
viding lifesaving and life-altering health care. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE MONTEREY 
BAY NATIONAL MARINE SANC-
TUARY’S 20TH ANNUAL SNAP-
SHOT DAY 

HON. JIMMY PANETTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 2, 2019 

Mr. PANETTA. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the Monterey Bay National Ma-
rine Sanctuary as they celebrate their 20th 
Snapshot Day. This annual event brings vol-
unteers together at over 250 sampling sites on 
the central coast of California as they collect 
valuable data on the water quality of the wa-
tersheds that drain into the Monterey Bay Na-
tional Marine Sanctuary. 

The first Snapshot Day was organized in 
2000 when the Monterey Bay National Marine 
Sanctuary collaborated with the Coastal Wa-
tershed Council and the Center for Marine 
Conservation to organize a volunteer effort to 
better understand land-based sources of 
ocean pollution in the sanctuary. With a better 
understanding of the sources of pollution from 
the 10 watersheds directly connected to the 
sanctuary, local agencies, stakeholders, and 
citizens can better protect the water quality 
along 276 miles of shoreline across four 
coastal counties that are home to more than 
1.8 million residents. These protected waters 
support a wealth of biological diversity, coastal 
scenery, and recreational and business oppor-
tunities. 

Snapshot Day depends on a small army of 
volunteers who measure bodies of water for 
temperature, dissolved oxygen, pH, conduc-
tivity, and turbidity and collect samples that 
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