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Whereas Cinco de Mayo serves as a re-
minder to provide more opportunity for fu-
ture generations: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the historic struggle of the
people of Mexico for independence and free-
dom, which Cinco de Mayo commemorates;
and

(2) encourages the people of the United
States to observe Cinco de Mayo with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 188—ENCOUR-
AGING A SWIFT TRANSFER OF
POWER BY THE MILITARY TO A
CIVILIAN-LED POLITICAL AU-
THORITY IN THE REPUBLIC OF
THE SUDAN, AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES

Mr. CRUZ (for himself, Mr. DURBIN,
Mr. RISCH, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr.
CRAMER, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. ISAK-
SON, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. BOOZMAN, Ms.
HARRIS, Mr. YOUNG, Mr. COONS, Mr.
ROBERTS, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. HAWLEY, Ms.
KLOBUCHAR, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. GRAHAM,
Mr. PETERS, and Ms. SMITH) submitted
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign
Relations:

S. RES. 188

Whereas the nation of Sudan has endured
corrupt and brutal dictatorships for most of
its post-independence period since 1956;

Whereas President Omar al-Bashir came to
power through a military coup in 1989, and
for the next three decades his government
was responsible for horrendous crimes in
Sudan, especially Darfur, South Kordofan,
Blue Nile, and in what is now the Republic of
South Sudan;

Whereas the United States Government
designated Sudan a State Sponsor of Ter-
rorism on August 12, 1993, for its support to
international terrorist organizations and ex-
tremists, including elements of what would
later be known as al Qaeda;

Whereas more than two decades of civil
war between President al-Bashir’s govern-
ment and insurgents in southern Sudan re-
sulted in more than 2,000,000 deaths and led
to the eventual independence of South Sudan
in 2011;

Whereas in 2003, President al-Bashir’s gov-
ernment launched a ruthless crackdown
against insurgents and civilians in Darfur
that killed at least 300,000 Sudanese and dis-
placed 2,500,000 more, resulting in Congress
and the Administration of President George
W. Bush in 2004 describing as genocide the
Government of Sudan’s actions in Darfur;

Whereas in 2011, when conflict resumed in
South Kordofan and Blue Nile states, Presi-
dent al-Bashir’s government conducted in-
discriminate bombings and raided villages,
raping and Kkilling civilians, and waged a
campaign of forced starvation in the Nuba
Mountains region of South Kordofan that
displaced as many as 2,000,000 people;

Whereas, while the fighting between gov-
ernment forces and insurgents in Darfur has
subsided since 2016, when the government
waged a large-scale offensive before declar-
ing a ceasefire, violent attacks against civil-
ians continue and humanitarian access re-
mains restricted in some opposition strong-
hold areas of Darfur, South Kordofan, and
Blue Nile;

Whereas President al-Bashir remains the
subject of two outstanding arrest warrants
from the International Criminal Court based
on charges including five counts of crimes
against humanity, two counts of war crimes,
and three counts of genocide;
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Whereas Sudan’s economic crisis risks
bringing the national economy to total col-
lapse, further raising the possibility of state
failure and broader regional destabilization
that could threaten a wide array of United
States interests in East and North Africa
and the Red Sea regions;

Whereas the people of Sudan have engaged
since December 2018 in a wave of peaceful
protests throughout the country demanding
an end to the hegemony of President al-
Bashir’s brutal regime;

Whereas President al-Bashir’s government
unlawfully detained and tortured hundreds
of Sudanese during the protests, including
political leaders, journalists, doctors, union-
ists, and youth and women leaders, in viola-
tion of the country’s constitutional provi-
sions guaranteeing free speech, association,
and assembly;

Whereas on February 22, 2019, President al-
Bashir declared a year-long nationwide state
of emergency and curfew, dissolving his gov-
ernment and replacing state governors with
senior security officers and expanding the
powers of Sudan’s security forces;

Whereas when protesters in early April
challenged President al-Bashir’s decrees and
gathered in the tens of thousands in front of
Sudan’s military headquarters in Khartoum
to call for an end to the regime, some ele-
ments of the security forces tried to disperse
the crowds with violence, leading to clashes
between internal security forces and the
military as some soldiers sought to protect
the protesters;

Whereas on April 11, 2019, after five days of
mass protests in front of their headquarters,
Sudan’s military removed President al-
Bashir from office and the country’s First
Vice President and Minister of Defense, Lt.
General Awad Ibn Auf, announced he would
lead a Transitional Military Committee
(““TMC”) that would rule the country for a
two-year transition period, in addition to the
suspension of the Constitution, dissolution
of the National Assembly, and the imposi-
tion of a three-month State of Emergency
and nightly curfew;

Whereas Lt. General Abdel-Fattah
Burnhan, former general inspector of the Su-
danese Armed Forces, who replaced Ibn Auf
on April 12, 2019, as the Chairman of the
Transitional Military Council, said on April
21, 2019, that the council was ‘‘ready to hand
over power tomorrow to a civilian govern-
ment agreed by political forces’’; and

Whereas, the African Union Peace and Se-
curity Council convened on April 30, 2019,
and reiterated its conviction that ‘‘a mili-
tary-led transition in Sudan will be totally
unacceptable and contrary to the will and le-
gitimate aspirations’ of the Sudanese peo-
ple, expressed ‘‘deep regret’” that the mili-
tary had not stepped aside, and, noting nego-
tiations were underway, demanded that the
military hand over power to a civilian-led
transitional authority within 60 days: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) encourages a swift transfer of power by
the military to a civilian-led political au-
thority in Sudan that—

(A) respects and reflects the legitimate
democratic aspirations of the people of
Sudan; and

(B) engages in a credible process of democ-
ratization, governance, and security sector
reforms, and is transparent in how it meas-
ures such progress;

(2) calls on the ruling authorities in Sudan
to take measurable steps to—

(A) respect the right to freedom of associa-
tion and expression;

(B) protect the rights of opposition polit-
ical parties, journalists, human rights de-
fenders, religious minorities, and nongovern-
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mental organizations to operate without in-
terference;

(C) lift the bureaucratic restrictions on
and facilitate access for humanitarian relief
operations;

(D) introduce strong measures to create
transparency and address the structural cor-
ruption and kleptocracy of the state; and

(E) pursue accountability for serious
crimes and human rights abuses;

(3) expresses solidarity with the people of
Sudan, and urges the United States Govern-
ment to provide diplomatic, technical, and
targeted financial assistance for efforts to
advance a peaceful transfer of power and a
civilian-led transition period that allows for
the peaceful resolution of Sudan’s conflicts
and creates the conditions under which time-
ly democratic elections can be held that will
meet international standards and be over-
seen by credible domestic and international
electoral observers;

(4) encourages the African Union to con-
tinue supporting the Sudanese people’s aspi-
rations for democracy, justice, and peace;
and

(5) emphasizes that until a transition to a
credible civilian-led government that re-
flects the aspirations of the Sudanese people
is established, the process to consider remov-
ing Sudan from the State Sponsor of Ter-
rorism List, lifting any other remaining
sanctions on Sudan, or normalizing relations
with the Government of Sudan will continue
to be suspended.

———————

SENATE RESOLUTION  189—CON-
DEMNING ALL FORMS OF ANTI-
SEMITISM

Mr. CRUZ (for himself, Mr. KAINE,
Mr. CRAMER, Ms. ROSEN, Mr. YOUNG,
Mr. CooNs, Mr. RUBIO, Ms. CORTEZ
MASTO, Mr. COTTON, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr.
INHOFE, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. HAWLEY,
Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mr. BRAUN, Mr. BAR-
RASSO, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. RISCH, Mr.
ScorT of Florida, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. CAS-
SIDY, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. HOEVEN, Mr.
ISAKSON, Mr. BLUNT, Mr. ROMNEY, Mrs.
BLACKBURN, Mr. MORAN, Ms. COLLINS,
Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. WICKER, Mrs. FISCHER,
Ms. ERNST, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. GRAHAM,
Mr. DAINES, Ms. MCSALLY, Mr. B0Oz-
MAN, Mr. TOOMEY, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr.
GRASSLEY, Mr. PERDUE, Mr. SULLIVAN,
and Mr. LANKFORD) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 189

Whereas antisemitism is a unique form of
prejudice stretching back millennia that at-
tacks the equal humanity of the Jewish peo-
ple;

Whereas antisemitism has long per-
petrated myths about Jews, including the
Russian fabrication of the Protocols of the
Elders of Zion and the wide circulation of li-
belous falsehoods about the Jewish murder
of infants;

Whereas, in its most extreme form, anti-
semitism aims at the physical destruction of
the Jewish people, as seen in pogroms, forced
conversions and Nazi Germany’s murder of
over six million Jews;

Whereas antisemitism has included at-
tacks on the livelihood of Jews including
prohibitions on land ownership, campaigns
to boycott, confiscate or destroy Jewish
businesses, and denial of the ability of Jews
to practice certain professions;

Whereas, in the United States, Jews have
suffered from systematic discrimination in
the form of exclusion from home ownership
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in certain neighborhoods, prohibition from
staying in certain hotels, restrictions upon
membership in private clubs and other asso-
ciations, limitations upon admission to cer-
tain educational institutions and other bar-
riers to equal justice under the law;

Whereas, in the United States, Jews have
faced, and continue to face, false accusations
of divided loyalty between the United States
and Israel, false claims that they purchase
political power with money, and false accu-
sations about control of the financial sys-
tem, along with other negative stereotypes;
and

Whereas Jews are the targets of the major-
ity of hate crimes committed in the United
States against any religious group, including
attacks on houses of worship and Jewish
community centers: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the United States Senate
condemns and commits to combatting all
forms of antisemitism.

————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I have 5
requests for committees to meet during
today’s session of the Senate. They
have the approval of the Majority and
Minority leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 5(a), of
the Standing Rules of the Senate, the fol-
lowing committees are authorized to meet
during today’s session of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

The Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Thursday, May 2, 2019,
at 9.30 a.m., to conduct a hearing on
the nomination of General James C.
McConville, USA, for reappointment to
the grade of general and to be Chief of
Staff of the Army.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

The Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Thursday, May 2, 2019, at 10 a.m., to
conduct a hearing on the following
nominations: Daniel Habib Jorjani, of
Kentucky, to be Solicitor, and Mark
Lee Greenblatt, of Maryland, to be In-
spector General, both of the Depart-
ment of the Interior.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Thursday, May 2,
2019, at 9:30a.m., to conduct a hearing
entitled ‘“‘Humanitarian impact in the
Syrian war.”

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Thursday, May 2, 2019,
at 10 a.m., to conduct a business meet-
ing and hearing on the following nomi-
nations: Jeffrey Vincent Brown, to be
United States District Judge for the
Southern District of Texas, Robert J.
Colville, and Stephanie L. Haines, both
to be a United States District Judge
for the Western District of Pennsyl-
vania, Brantley Starr, to be United
States District Judge for the Northern
District of Texas, Virgil Madden, of In-
diana, to be a Commissioner of the
United States Parole Commission, and
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Jeffrey A. Rosen, of Virginia, to be
Deputy Attorney General, Michael G.
Bailey, to be United States Attorney
for the District of Arizona, Timothy J.
Downing, to be United States Attorney
for the Western District of Oklahoma,
Brent R. Bunn, to be United States
Marshal for the District of Idaho, and
Eric S. Gartner, to be United States
Marshal for the Eastern District of
Pennsylvania, all of the Department of
Justice.
PERMANENT SUBCOMMITTEE ON INVESTIGATIONS
The Permanent Subcommittee on In-
vestigations of the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental
Affairs is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Thursday,
May 2, 2019, at 10 a.m., to conduct a
hearing.

———

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
LABORATORY DAY 2019

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Armed
Services Committee be discharged from
further consideration of S. Res. 160 and
the Senate proceed to its immediate
consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 160) recognizing the
contributions of defense laboratories to the
technological dominance of the TUnited
States Armed Forces and supporting the des-
ignation of April 25, 2019, as ‘‘Department of
Defense Laboratory Day 2019,

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the preamble be
agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table with no intervening action or
debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in the RECORD of April 11, 2019,
under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.”’)

————

NATIONAL DAY OF AWARENESS
FOR MISSING AND MURDERED
NATIVE WOMEN AND GIRLS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Judi-
ciary Committee be discharged from
further consideration of S. Res. 144 and
the Senate proceed to its immediate
consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 144) designating May
5, 2019, as the ‘‘National Day of Awareness
for Missing and Murdered Native Women and
Girls”.

160) was
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There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the preamble be
agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table with no intervening action or
debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in the RECORD of April 4, 2019,
under ‘“‘Submitted Resolutions.’’)

——————

COMMENDING THE NORTHWEST
MISSOURI STATE UNIVERSITY
BEARCATS MEN’S BASKETBALL
TEAM

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S.
Res. 185, submitted earlier today.

144) was

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 185) commending the
Northwest Missouri State University
Bearcats men’s basketball team for another
National Collegiate Athletic Association Di-
vision II national championship victory.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the preamble be
agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table with no intervening action or
debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.”’)

185) was

RECOGNIZING APRIL 30, 2019, AS
“EL DIA DE LOS NINOS-CELE-
BRATING YOUNG AMERICANS”

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 186, submitted earlier
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 186) recognizing April
30, 2019, as ‘“‘El Dia de los Ninos-Celebrating
Young Americans’.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. McCONNELL. I further ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
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