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the Attorney General says he has con-
cerns about certain aspects of this in-
vestigation, I agree with him. I don’t
know whether laws were broken or pro-
tocols were breached or rules were vio-
lated, but for decades, I have been
doing oversight of the Federal Govern-
ment, including of the Department of
Justice and the FBI, and I think there
is certainly enough there to be asking
questions.

For example, did the Obama adminis-
tration improperly use the U.S. intel-
ligence community to attempt to neu-
tralize and denigrate a political oppo-
nent? Did the Obama administration
fail to properly assert oversight of the
Department of Justice and the FBI
FISA process?

These questions must be answered.

It is fundamentally American to care
not just about what laws the govern-
ment enforces but also how the govern-
ment enforces those laws.

If the greatest enemy we see is the
person on the other side of the political
spectrum, then the foreign powers who
seek to divide and weaken our Republic
are going to succeed.

Now, I have been trying to get to the
bottom of all sides of this issue for
years, and I have urged my Democratic
colleagues to join me.

I am encouraged that the Attorney
General is taking a look, and I am en-
couraged that the independent Depart-
ment of Justice inspector general has
been looking at these issues as well. I
have no idea what they are going to
find.

I know Mueller turned a blind eye to
what they are investigating, however.
The American people need answers—all
the answers.

It is not just this administration that
has been dragged through the mud with
wild collusion and obstruction theo-
ries. The American people have had to
listen to those falsehoods now for
years. Many in the media have been
breathlessly flooding the airwaves with
speculation and what-ifs about the
bogus Trump collusion narrative.

Now that the report is out, some
media figures are still struggling to
come to terms with Mueller’s findings
and decisions. It is as if they are un-
happy with the results or perhaps they
are embarrassed that the world is
learning that we have been sold a
bunch of snake oil for the past 2 years
and now they are finding out that the
jig is up.

I hope the mainstream media will
pursue the origins of the Russian collu-
sion investigation and do it with the
same vigor as they have been pushing
the collusion narrative for the last 2
years, and there ought to be some
apologies from some of them. This
would all go a long way to restoring
their damaged credibility.

So I am going to do whatever I can to
make sure the people get these an-
swers.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.
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The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. SCOTT of Florida. Mr. President,
I ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. SUL-
LIVAN). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. SCOTT of Florida. Mr. President,
I ask unanimous consent that the clo-
ture vote scheduled for 5:30 p.m. today
commence.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

CLOTURE MOTION

Pursuant to rule XXII, the Chair lays
before the Senate the pending cloture
motion, which the clerk will state.

The bill clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Joseph F. Bianco, of New York, to
be United States Circuit Judge for the Sec-
ond Circuit.

Mitch McConnell, Tom Cotton, John
Boozman, Mitt Romney, Roy Blunt,
Joni Ernst, Mike Braun, Thom Tillis,
John Hoeven, Pat Roberts, Johnny
Isakson, Mike Rounds, James E. Risch,
John Cornyn, Mike Crapo, Roger F.
Wicker, John Barrasso.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Joseph F. Bianco, of New York, to be
United States Circuit, Judge for the
Second Circuit shall be brought to a
close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Georgia (Mr. ISAKSON), the Sen-
ator from Kansas (Mr. MORAN), the
Senator from Alaska (Ms. MURKOWSKI),
the Senator from Florida (Mr. RUBIO),
and the Senator from Pennsylvania
(Mr. TOOMEY).

Further, if present and voting, the
Senator from Florida (Mr. RUBIO)
would have voted ‘‘yea’.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER),
the Senator from New York (Mrs.
GILLIBRAND), the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Ms. HARRIS), and the Senator
from Minnesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR) are
necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
BOOZMAN). Are there any other Sen-
ators in the Chamber desiring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 51,
nays 40, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 95 Ex.]

YEAS—51
Alexander Boozman Cassidy
Barrasso Braun Collins
Blackburn Burr Cornyn
Blunt Capito Cotton
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Cramer Inhofe Roberts
Crapo Johnson Romney
Cruz Jones Rounds
Daines Kennedy Sasse
Enzi Lankford Scott (FL)
Ernst Lee Scott (SC)
Fischer Manchin Shelby
Gardner McConnell Sinema
Graham McSally Sullivan
Grassley Paul Thune
Hawley Perdue Tillis
Hoeven Portman Wicker
Hyde-Smith Risch Young
NAYS—40
Baldwin Heinrich Schatz
Bennet Hirono Schumer
Blumenthal Kaine Shaheen
Brown King Smith
Cantwell Leahy Stabenow
Cardin Markey Tester
Carper Menendez Udall
Casey Merkley
Coons Murphy X]an Hollen
arner
Cortez Masto Murray Warren
Duckworth Peters .
Durbin Reed Whitehouse
Feinstein Rosen Wyden
Hassan Sanders
NOT VOTING—9
Booker Isakson Murkowski
Gillibrand Klobuchar Rubio
Harris Moran Toomey

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 51, the nays are 40.

The motion is agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session for a
period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
REMEMBERING GENIE ZAVALETA

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, in 1958,
recently married Genie Zavaleta went
on assignment with the Migrant Min-
istry with her husband Hector. They
traveled the country to support Mexi-
can migrant workers. Genie was a child
of the Great Depression, and she knew
when people needed help. What was
supposed to be a 1-year stint became a
lifetime of helping people in need.

Last month, Genie passed away at
the age of 92. She was known as the
grandmother of the Dreamers. She was
a longtime champion and mentor to
undocumented youth in Arizona and a
fierce advocate for the Dream Act.
Genie also was my ally in defending
the Dreamers.

In 1965, Genie and Hector moved to
Arizona permanently with their two
sons, Dan and David. Arizona was a
transforming State, and the influx of
migrant workers attracted Genie. She
became the first director of education
at Planned Parenthood of Phoenix,
teaching classes on poverty and across
the county. She taught classes at
Phoenix College and Arizona State
University too. She worked with the
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