S2684

Sandra considers this important rec-
ognition a new motivation for her and
has inspired her to do more for her stu-
dents. She describes her passion for
teaching and learning as the key to de-
veloping a curriculum that sets the
best example for students to take with
them after they graduate.

Sandra provides her students with a
template for hard work and dedication
to success through her time teaching
at the college level. Sandra’s students
describe her class as a great learning
environment that inspires them to
achieve success.

Sandra has been a teacher for 11
years, with the last 5 in the Gadsden
County School District. She has taught
exceptional students education at
Greensboro Elementary School for the
past 2 years and previously taught at
the college level for 6 years.

I extend my sincere thanks and grati-
tude to Sandra for her dedication to
teaching her students and look forward
to hearing of her continued success in
the years to come.®

RECOGNIZING RISING TIDE CAR
WASH

e Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, this
week the U.S. Senate Committee on
Small Business and Entrepreneurship
joins more than 30 million small busi-
nesses across our Nation in celebration
of National Small Business Week.
Small businesses drive our Nation’s
economic expansion, generate lasting
job growth, and encourage community
development. It is important that we
recognize the vital contributions of
small businesses. In celebration of Na-
tional Small Business Week, it is my
honor name Rising Tide Car Wash of
Parkland and Margate, FL, as the Sen-
ate Small Business of the Week.

Founded in November 2012 by John
D’Eri and his son, Tom, Rising Tide is
a full-service car wash with the mis-
sion of employing adults with autism.
Andrew D’Eri, John’s other son, is au-
tistic. As Andrew neared the end of his
academic career, John brainstormed
ways to help him find a dignified job.
Noting his son’s embrace of structure,
process, and attention to detail, John
landed on the idea of buying a car
wash. Since purchasing the struggling
car wash 9 years ago, John and Tom
have grown the business to include a
second location, going from washing
35,000 cars per year to more than 150,000
annually.

Today, Rising Tide is one of the larg-
est employers of individuals with au-
tism in the United States. In fact, Ris-
ing Tide views autism as their com-
petitive advantage, giving dignified
work, structure, and hope to 90 individ-
uals with autism. Their work has not
stopped there. Rising Tide is also a
leading advocate for autism awareness.
In an effort to aid other entrepreneurs
looking to build an autism social en-
terprise, Tom and John created Rising
Tide U, an online course offered in
partnership with the University of
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Miami-Nova Southeastern University
Center for Autism and Related Disabil-
ities. Tom and John’s innovative ap-
proach to advocacy has not only al-
lowed for their business to grow, but
has also allowed more small firms to
hire individuals with autism.

Rising Tide’s mission has sparked na-
tional attention. Tom has appeared be-
fore the United Nations on World Au-
tism Awareness day, was selected to
serve on the Young Entrepreneur Coun-
cil, and was included in Forbes 30
Under 30 for social entrepreneurship.
Additionally, Rising Tide and the D’Eri
family have been featured on The Hero
Effect, The Today Show, NBC News,
TED Talks, Forbes, and People Maga-
zine. Rising Tide has also been named
Small Business of the Year by South
Florida Business Connection and Em-
ployer of the Year by the Autism Soci-
ety.

Rising Tide is more than just a suc-
cessful business; they are an inspira-
tion. John and Tom have combined the
principles of entrepreneurship and so-
cial engagement to create a revolu-
tionary program. Running a successful
small business is difficult enough; yet
John and Tom D’Eri have found a way
to simultaneously engage and encour-
age truly deserving individuals. Their
employees have found a community,
friends, and gained valuable experience
that will serve them for the rest of
their lives.

Starting out with a simple mission of
helping a family member find an en-
gaging job, John and Tom have grown
Rising Tide into a business that pro-
vides both a valuable community serv-
ice and dignified work. I am honored to
recognize the D’Eri family and the en-
tire team at Rising Tide Car Wash as
the Senate Small Business of the Week.
You make Florida proud, and I look
forward to watching your continued
growth and success.®

————

RECOGNIZING VETFRIENDS

e Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina.
Madam President, as a member of the
Senate Committee on Small Business
and Entrepreneurship, it is my privi-
lege to honor a South Carolina small
business during the U.S. Small Busi-
ness Administration’s National Small
Business Week. In my State, small
business owners work hard to con-
tribute to our local economy and serve
South Carolina communities. Today, it
is my honor to recognize VetFriends of
Mount Pleasant, SC, as the Senate
Small Business of the Day.

Dale Sutcliffe, a U.S. Marine Corps
veteran of Desert Storm, founded
VetFriends nearly 20 years ago with
the mission of reuniting veterans. Fol-
lowing his service, Dale realized the
benefit that a national registry of vet-
erans could have and quickly set up a
platform where veterans can reconnect
with their fellow servicemembers dur-
ing their time serving our country. The
VetFriends platform has over 2.5 mil-
lion members and has brought together
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thousands of veterans with their
former associates. In the process, the
platform has helped veterans share sto-
ries and photos, as well as stay in-
formed about upcoming reunions and
events. Currently, the business em-
ploys over 25 South Carolinians, and al-
most all have a close relative or part-
ner who is enlisted or has served.

The team at VetFriends has a long-
standing tradition of supporting the
veteran community and are regularly
seen volunteering at the Ralph H.
Johnson VA Medical Center. Addition-
ally, the business has taken an active
role working with the Wounded War-
rior Project and the Patriots Point
Naval and Maritime Museum in
Charleston. It is clear that VetFriend’s
values and goals not only enhance
their business plan but also improve
the community that they belong to.

As we highlight the role that small
businesses play throughout this week,
it is my pleasure to honor the hard
work that VetFriends is doing in the
great State of South Carolina. They
are a tremendous example of the way
small businesses create innovative so-
lutions, as well as give back to the
community; I wish them nothing but
success in their future endeavors.e

———

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following bills were read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar:

S. 1332. A bill to set forth the congressional
budget for the United States Government for
fiscal year 2020 and setting forth the appro-
priate budgetary levels for fiscal years 2021
through 2029.

H.R. 9. An act to direct the President to
develop a plan for the United States to meet
its nationally determined contribution under
the Paris Agreement, and for other purposes.

————

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-1176. A communication from the Chief
of Staff, Media Bureau, Federal Communica-
tions Commission, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Stream-
lined Reauthorization Procedures for As-
signed or Transferred Television Satellite
Stations; Modernization of Media Regulation
Initiative” ((FCC 19-17) (MB Docket Nos. 18-
63 and 17-105)) received during adjournment
of the Senate in the Office of the President
of the Senate on April 15, 2019; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

EC-1177. A communication from the Chief
of Staff, Media Bureau, Federal Communica-
tions Commission, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Channel
Lineup Requirements - Sections 76.1705 and
76.1700(a) (4); Modernization of Media Regula-
tion Initiative” ((FCC 19-33) (MB Docket
Nos. 18-92 and 17-105)) received in the Office
of the President of the Senate on April 29,
2019; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-1178. A communication from the Chief
of Staff, Media Bureau, Federal Communica-
tions Commission, transmitting, pursuant to
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